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The Turkish Emperor at last grew tired of deceit, 
and boldly proclaimed his intention of carrying fire and 
iword into Khodes. This was a signal to the Grand- 
master to (Hrder the houses and orchards that adorned 
the environs of the city to he demolislied, lest they 
shodd shelter die enemv from the fire of his cannon ;: 
and the Rhodians behoU^ with patriotic resignation, 
dMr gay villas and delicious gardens vanish away before 
the pioneer's mattock and spade. At the same time,, 
all the standing com in the country was cut down, 
that no forage might remain lor the Turkish cavahy^ 

TOL. II. A 



8 PETER D*AUBUSSON, 

while the peasantry of the island were assigned places 
of refuge to which they were instructed to retreat on 
the enemy's debarkation. 

The Pasha to whom Mohammed intrusted the 
command of the expedition, was Mischa Palasologus, 
a Greek renegade, and near kinsman of the last Chris- 
tian Emperor of Constantinople. This leader, by 
his talents, and his hatred of the followers of the &ith 
which he had abandoned,, had secured the unlimited 
confidence of his new sovereign. In a reconnoitring 
expedition, which he made to Rhodes immediately pre- 
vious to the sailing of the grand armament, he carried 
with him three notorious renegades, all men of ability, 
who had furnished him with minute plans of the city, 
and who aided him with their counsel. These were, 
Anthony Meligalle, a Rhodian of noble birth, who 
had once worn the cross of the Order, * but had been 
expelled for his flagitioys debaucheries ; Demetrius 
Sophian, a Greek skilful in negotiation, and believed 
to deal in the occult sciences ; and George Frapan, 
a Gennan engmeer. femed for his geo^eJcal 1^- 
ledge. Meligalle did not live to see the result of his 
perfidy. On the voyage he was smitten with & loath- 
some disease ; his flesh dropped off his bones ; and 
the Turks, seeing him a mass of. rottenneast flung 
him alive into the sea» The. information PalaBolo^ 
gus acquired by this recannoiaance, satisfied him that 
the knights were dvdy prepared for an attack, and 
only to be subdued by invincible patience and bra- 
very. A detaohment which- he sent into the interior 
qf the island wa& intercioptad and nearly destroyed ; 
and a descent he subsequently made on the islandof 
Tilo, had an equally disastroui termination^ though 

♦ KaoUes, vqI. i. p. 29K- 
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he battered the castle incessantly for eight days, and 
sacrificed the bravest of his men in an endeavour to 
cany it. 

In the end of April 148^ the grand armament 
entered the Lycian waters ; and the Rhodian sentinel 
stationed on the summit of Moimt 8aint Stephen, 
a hill two miles from the eity^ notified by signal that 
tiie Crescent was in sight. The fleet amomited to 
an hundred and sixty high-decked vessels, indepen-< 
dent of small ciafi; ; and the land forces exceedcfd 
eighty thousand men. It rendezvoused at Phisco, in 
Lycia, and on the the 2dd of May finally anchored 
«n the Rhodian coast* 

The city of Rhodes is situated on the sea-shore, 
at the base of a gently sloping hiU^ and was, at the 
time the Turks sat down before it, encompassed by 
a double wall, fortified by thirteen towers and Rve 
bastions of great strength and beauty. It possessed 
two ports of suipassing commodiousness, secured by 
almost impregnable defences. These defenbes were 
the three great towers of Saint John, Saint Michael, 
and Saint Nicholas, all erected at the extremity of 
moles, the first and last of which jutted fiir into the 
sea, while that of Saint Michael closed the inner 
port. On the rocks yrhidi confined the inner har" 
honty tivdition describes the fiimous Colossus to have 
stood. * Two small gulfe flanked the harbour, one of 

* The ehy of Bhodee was flanoas of old for a colossal 
stetee of the Sim, which was cast in brass by Chares of tha 
city of Lindus, who learnt his art under the £unous Lysippus ; 
it was seventy cubits high, and the stride was £fty fathom? 
widt. This statue was thrown down by an earthquake ; and 
ditbnM of it, which was carried by a Jew to Akxandria (-9dft 
years aifter its erection), is said to have loaded nine hundred 
.— PooM^e*a i>af. of,the JEaatt yoL ii. p. ^7, 
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which, termed the Port of the Gallies, was completely; 
shut up by the tower of Saint Nicholas. This tower, 
which occupied the extremity of a magnificent mole that 
ran out three hundred paces into tibe bay, had been 
built during the grandmastership of Zacosta, and was 
regarded as the bulwark of the place. * It contained 
a diurch, which was of much greater antiquity, with- 
in the walls. The city was diidded into the Higher 
and Lower Towns, in the former stood the Grand* 
mas^r's palace, in itself a citadel ; the inns of the 
languages of the Order; and a great number of 
churches, among which that of Saint John conspicu- 
ously displayed its magnificent fime. In the Lower 
town dwelt all the secular persons, craftsmen, and ma- 
riners ; and in this division the population was of 
course more dense, and the biiildiings less splendid* 
It was a city, in short, to use the words of a writer 
describing its ancient splendour, whidi might be, at 
the same time, fortified against the attados of war, and 
ornamented as a palace, -j- 

The Turkish forces disembarked with all the 
pomp and circumstance of a triumphal pageant. 
The fleet covered the whole drcumjacait sea, and 
the troops were rowed to land, to the sound of ta- 
brets and trumpets, under cover of an incessant can- 
nonade, which the artillery of the forts briskly return- 
ed. The knights, at the head of sixteen diousaad 
well-disciplined soldiers, partly stipendiaries firom 
France, England, Spain, Italy and Grermany, and 
partly native militia, many of whom were Jews, ^ 
met them fearlessly on the beadi, and even flung 
themselves, sword in hand, into the sea, to oppoae 
their landing. The waves were dyed with blood ; 

• KnoUes. f Strabo, lib. 14. | Aristides in Rbodiaca. 
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but the numerical superiority of the Turks was irre- 
sistible • on the open strand. Descents were made 
siiniiltaneousiy at various points ; and the Rhodians, 
seeii^the whole shore swarming with turbaned com- 
batantSy reluctantly retired within their ramparts, n^ile 
the Moslems strongly intrenched themselves on Saint 
Stephen's Mount. Having landed their artillery, seve«* 
tbI parties made reconnoisances under the very can- 
non of the ramparts, but were driven back, with 
slaughter, to the canm. In a vigorous sortie for 
tins purpose, commanded by the Viscount de Mon- 
teil, Demetrius Sophian, the Greek renegade, was 
slain. A cannon-ball having killed his horse, he 
was dashed to the ground ; and, being encumbered 
by his armour, the Rhodian cavalry galloped over 
him, and trampled him to death. In the same sally^ 
a body of Turkish Spahis surrounded the Chevalier 
de Marat, w4io had dismounted to strip Sophian's 
body, and cut ofF his head, f 
- A narrow scrutiny of the defences of the city hav- 
ing ifinpressed Palaeologus with an idea that it was 
barely pregnable by the usual arts of war, he resort- 
ed to corruption, to secure himself a coadjutor 
within the Wis. Greorge Frapan, or, lis he was fii- 
miliarly termed, *^ Master George, ** the German 
engineer — ^the only siurvivor of the three renegades 
'who had sailed with the Pasha &om the Hellespont — 
iumng superintended the erection of several bat- 
teries, and given counsel as to the best mode of 
€aiT3ring on the siege, bethought himself of the des- 
perwke expedient of entering the city under false 
pretences, and performing the base duties of a spy. 
The Pasha readily assented to the project ; and 

■f KzioUes. 



12 PETER d'aUBUSSON, 

Frapan accordingly presented himself at one of the 
gates as a deserter firom the Turkish camp, and im- 
plored protection. The Ghrandmaster being made 
acquainted with the circumstance, ordered him to 
be admit1»d, and brought directly into his presence. 
He was publicly interrogated before the council,; 
and being a man of a noble port and subtle elo- 
quence, several of the knights were inclined to give 
him credit for sincerity, when he declared, that his 
heart was torn by remorse for having, for ihe sake 
of base lucre, joined the Infidel standard, and thai 
he aspired to suffer all the torments that barbarian 
ingenuity could devise, should the city be taken, 
rather than point another cannon against its sacred 
walls. But the Grandmaster was not to be won 
upon by the mere q)eciousness of a handsome ex- 
terior and a fluent tongue. He commended the pe- 
nitent, with a confidential air, for the remorse he 
manifested, and affected to pay great deference to 
his adtrice ; but, privately, he regarded him as a 
worthless apostate, who, for the sake of gain, was 
capable of violating the most solemn engagements* 
In this opinion he was confirmed, by the apparent 
eagerness of the besiegers to malign the Gennan, 
which they attempted to do by shooting billets fix- 
ed to arrows into the town, containing the words, 
" Beware of Master George I " It occurred to 
D'Aubusson, that the enemy calculated on these 
warnings being received as proo& &vourable to the 
deserter, and likely to recommend him to the confi* 
dence of the knights ; and, to guard against all ha* 
sard fi*om treachery, and at the same time to turn to 
good account the great knowledge of the military 
art which Frapan possessed, six soldiers were ap- 
pomted to watch his motions with unceasing vigi- 
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iance, while several officers of artillery were instruct- 
ed to note every remark that fell £rom him, likely to 
be use^ in the -defence of the place. 

Meanwhile, the Pasha had commenced battering 
the Tower of Saint Nicholas with his heaviest cannon. 
The seaward rampart bore the iron shower uninjuf^ 
ed, but the landward wall was soon lettered into a 
mountain of rubbish, into which the balls sank as if 
it had been a bank of sand. The Grandmaster, re- 
garding this tower as die key of the city, reinforced 
the gallant band that defended it with the flower of 
the Order, headed by the connnander Caretto, an 
Italian kn%ht of tried valour ; and eventually threw 
huns^ into it, along with his brother, the Lord de 
Monteil. On the 9th of June, two hours before 
daybreak, the Pasha, aware of the dilapidated state 
of the landward wall, ordered his troops to advance 
to the assault. A flotilla of small vessels landed the 
assailants on the mole, and, lighted by the blaze of 
the Rhodian cannon, which suddenly opened upon 
diem with murderous precision, they rushed with 
tefrik^ shouts towards the breach. The pile of 
rubbish was so steep as to require ladders to surmount 
it ; but the fenaticism of the Turks was roused ; and, 
man after man, they sprung, scimitar in hand, into the 
detdly gap, to be hurled the next moment, blackened 
and mangled corpses, into the ditch. In the most 
perilous part of the breadi stood the Grandmaster, 
exerdsing the vigilance of a general, and at the same 
Ume ^hting like a common man-at-arms. In the 
heat ofthe combat, a piece of stone, splintered from 
the rampart by a cannon-ball, struck off his helmet, 
on wfaioi, with the self-possession of a hero, he cool- 
ly borrowed the steel cap of the nearest soldier. The 
commander Carettcv in the name of his \ne\]bi«ci) Vssl* 
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plored him to take more care of his person, as on 
his life depended the security of the city ; but he 
answered, by claiming the post of danger as his right, 
and by hinting, that the Order need never despair 
while it had the power of nominating so brave a 
knight as Caretto as his successor. Galled by mus- 
ketry, crushed to pieces beneath huge rocks and 
beams, and burned to the marrow by blazing ni^htha 
and boiling oil, the storm-bands vanished rank a&er 
rank—-<and still new assailants clambered into the 
breach* Those who could not reach the foot of the 
wall* stationed themselves at a short distance ; and 
while some, lighted by the flashing of the artillery, 
singled out the Christian knights, with their muskets 
and cross-bows, others threw cramp-irons fastened to 
cords upon the ramparts, and dragged those soldiers 
whom uey chanced to hook headlong to the ground. 
In the midst of this terrible combat, several Rhodian 
fire-ships which lay moored, ready to drop, on a 
preconcerted signal, into the midst of the Turkish 
flotilla, were set adrift, and in a short space the Pa- 
sha beheld his gallies in flames. The sight of thi9 
conflagration revived the courage of the besieged. 
The cannon of the city discharged an incessant 
shower of balls on the hostile barks, while the mus- 
keteers stationed in the Tower of Saint Nicholas, 
shot down every turbaned warrior that gained the 
breach. Disheartened at length by the isSl of their 
bravest leaders, the Moslems abandoned the assault^ 
and, to escape the murderous fire that swept the mole, 
flung themselves into the sea. Only a small part es- 
caped. The rest were either drowned in their pre- 
cipitate flight, or struck down by the Christian ar- 
tillery, on the beach. 

Foiled in this enterprise, the Pasha altered hia 
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pioh of attack. Simultaneous assaults were next 
made against the city itself; one on the quarter of 
ihe Jews; the other on the post of the Italian 
knights. The latter was merely a feint ; hut the 
Jews' wafl, though it was twenty-eight feet thick, 
speedily crumbled into ruin under a furious cannon- 
ade. The basilisks, and great cannon pulverized 
the stones to powder ; and so tremendous was their 
loaTy that it echoed westward to Lango, and east- 
ward to Chateau-Rouge, a hundred miles over the 
aea. Enormous stones were thrown into the city, 
and penetrated the houses to their foundations, scat- 
tering death and desolation in their wake. As the 
women and children were greatly terrified by these 
projectiles, the Grandmaster prepared a retreat for 
iiuan^ in the quarter furthest from the Turkish bat>* 
teries. This he accompUshed, by roofing a vacant 
^M&ce between the wall and the houses with huge 
beams, laid tier over tier, from which the stones 
dischaiged by the enemy's mortars rebounded with- 
out harm. To pay the Pasha in his own coin, aH 
immense wooden machine was constructed, whidi 
threw blocks of stone of a prodigious size into 
the Turkish lines. Whole ranks were crushed 
by these enormous balls, which frequently pierced 
ao de^y into the earth, as to smother the Turkisl^ 
mmers in their chambers. This engine the knights 
joGularly named " The Tribute," — the rocks it pro- 
jected being the only kind of tribute which the Sul- 
tan was taught to expect from them. 

The Grandmaster, who had hurried from the 
Tower of Saint Nicholas to the immediate scene of 
action, seeing a practicable breach effected in the 
Jews' wall, ordered several of the houses nearest it 
lo be pulled down, and a btoad and defti^ dixsji^ dK>% 
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in place of them, behind which he raised a new ieace 
of hricky sustained by a thick rampart. All the in- 
habitantSy without distinction, asnsted in this woik. 
Domestic feuds were foigotten — ^the Greek and Latin 
toiled cheerBilly in the same trench, and the Jewish 
matron assisted to carry bricks and mortar, side by 
side, with the Christian nun. The Grandmaster 
himself and the most illustrious and most veneraUe 
of his commanders, laboured like common pioneers ; 
and the new defences were completed with marvellous 
expedition. 

The Pasha was not long in learning that a new 
barrier had risen to defeat his assault ; and, exaspe- 
rated at the obstinate defence of the knights, he is 
said to have attempted to take off their illustrious 
chief by assasmnation; The instruments he employ- 
ed in this atrocious design were two de8erters«--4he 
one an Epirote, the other a Dalmatian— n^o had re- 
nounced the Cross, and were known to be ci^ble 
of perpetrating any deed of blood. These ruffians, 
who had abandoned their colours during a sortie, 
presented themselves before the walls, as Christians 
who had just made their escape from Moslem thrall, 
and were received back into the city as friends. 
The conspiracy was detected by the Grandmaster's 
secretary, to whom the Albanian incautiously unbo- 
somed himself under an impression that the secre- 
tary was discontented with his Prince, and would 
readily concur in any plan for his destruction. The 
assassin exhibited letters bearing the Pasha's seal, en- 
suring immense wealth and the highest dignities to 
whoever should deHver the Sultan of his enemy; 
but the secretary, though a dissatisfied and suspected 
man, had the fideUty to reject the infamous propo- 
sition, which he instantly divulged to his master. 
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The- AHianiaii was airrated, and, when cm theiadk^ 
dttcovered his accampHce. They were both sen* 
tenoed to die, but were torn to pieces by the enraged 
populacey before thej reached the place of eKeca* 

About the time these two apostates suffered, the 
without su^nding his 'demonstrations i^ainst 
the Jews' quarter, renewed his attack on the Tower 
of Saint Nichohis. A bridge, framed of planks and 
iiaUes, was constructed of a sufficient length to Teach 
across the narrow haven that separated the grand mole 
from that part of the mainland where the Moslems 
wece encamped; and, in the night, a Tinrkish en^ 
gineer carried out an andior to the very base of die 
tower, where he dropped it among the rodcs, with a 
strong caUe made iist to it, by means of which hs 
relied on ^xing the head of the floating pont in a 
bvourable position. An £nglish sailor, named 
Grervaise Rogers, who chanced to be loitering near 
the spot, and had the sagacity to conceal his pro- 
sunity, no sooner saw the Turk retire, than, with 
the ehaiacteristic intrepidity of his profession and 
oaftion, he plunged into the water and cut the cahle» 
which he coiled up on the strand. The bridge be- 
ing thus cast loose, was beaten to pieces by the vio- 
lence of the sea; and the En^ishman carried the 
andiCNr as a trophy to the Grandmaster, by whom 
he was honourably rewarded. The Pasha, foiled in 
this expedient, resolved to tow a new bridge, framed 
on small boats and lighters, across the haven. In 
alence and darkness, the head of this bridge was 
Aiade fast to the mole ; and at three o'clock in the 

* Vertot. KnoUfis says, « Janus Ihe Dalmatian lost his heady 
Old Pythius the Epirote was shamefully hanged." 
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morning, the Turkish soldiery began to file over it 
to the base of the tower, while a flotilla of light ves- 
sels landed a body of chosen troops to co-operate on 
the seaward side* Palaeologus in person, accom- 
panied by the general of the Turkish gallies, the 
commander of the levies of Anatoha, and Ibrahim 
Bey, who had married a princess of the Ottoman 
line— all valiant and redoubted leaders — ^headed the 
attack. So silently was the passage of the haven 
accomplished, that the Turks flattered themselves 
that the Christians were totally unsuspicious of their 
project. But the vigilance of D'Aiibusson never 
slept. Anticipating a second assault, he had duly 
reinforced the brave band that garrisoned the tdwer ; 
and while the Turks were clambering upon the 
mole, an intrepid body of musketeers lined the walls, 
with their matches burning, and every cannon that 
could be brought to bear- on the point of debarka- 
tion charged to the mouth with die hail of death. 
•The smothered dank of the Moslems' arms, as they 
sprung, file after file, on the mole, was the signal 
for. the cannoneers to stand to their guns. In an 
instant, the profound darkness which prevailed gave 
plaice to an mtoleraUe blaze of light ; and two tve- 
mendous discharges swept down hundreds of the 
Turkish host. To escape this furious - fire, the 
Pasha ordered his troops to advance to the breach, 
and the broken wall was instantly crowded with asf 
sailants. A sanguinary conflict followed. Both 
parties fought with the desperation of men who had 
sworn to cpnquer or die ; and while this struggle 
took place on the shore, the work of death r^ed 
equally fierce on the water. . The Rhodian fire- 
ehips, pfomptly unmoored, grappled with the Tuik- 
hh gsihes that battered the tower, and enveloped 
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thein in flames* Never, in all their wars, had the 
soldiers of Saint John seen so terrible a fight. Amid 
the thunder of cannon, ihe flashing of musketry, 
grenades, and pots of burning naphtha, mingled with 
that horrible accompaniment of battle, the groans of 
the nonimed and dying, Ibrahim Bey, the hero of the 
Tnrkidi bands, found himself alone on the summit 
of the ruined wall. The last of his soldiers had fidlen 
by his side, and their corpses lay strewn roimd him like 
a rampart ; yet, though gashed with hideous wounds, 
he slew several knights with his own hand before he 
Ksigned his life. In the act of discharging a fetal 
blow on a Christian soldier who had just pierced him 
wjth his sword, he fell dead on his adversary's body. 
• The dawn showed the Turkish commander that 
his enterprise was desperate. The sea was covered 
with corpses, turbans, and bows and arrows ; and 
here ana there the blackened hulk of a galley lay 
flOM^dng on the waves. The Christian cannoniers^ 
p&teeivmg the j&agile bridge that spanned the haven 
thronged with Turkish succours hurrying firesh to 
the battle, pointed their guns at it, and blew it to 
pieces. This circumstance completed the Pasha's 
demair. Despite the prayers ana menaces of their 
conmnnders, his troops recoUed from the oorae- 
strewn breach, and fled to the light barks that had 
fcrried part of them -to the mole. They were hotly 
porsaea by the besieged, and many of them slain in 
the flight. Anthony Fradin, a Franciscan friar, who 
had greatly animated the Christians by his exhorta- 
tions, was feremost in the pursuit, following the fu* 
eitrres dioulder-deep into the sea, and, with his own 
oand, striking oflP more than one turbaned headt 
Twentyofive hundred Tuiks fell in this batde. The 
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loss of the Rhodians was also great; and twelve 
knights were numbered among the slain. 

For three successive days after this disaster the 
Turkish commander remained inactive in his camp. 
The spirit of his troops was subdued, but the dreaid 
of his sovereign's wrath stimulated him to new enter- 
prisesy and Sie posts of Italy and the Jews were 
agam battered. Batteries were also raised against se- 
veral other points, and between three and four thou- 
sand cannon-balls shook the walls in a general can- 
nonade. Breaches gaped on every side : the lower 
town, particularly the Jews quarter, was reduced al» 
most to a heap of ruins. In his extremity, the Grrand* 
master bethou^t himself of Frapan the Grerman en- 
gineer, and, after showing him the ruined works, de- 
manded his counseL The German recommended 
some additional batteries to be constructed, and volmi- 
teered to superintend the cannon planted on them. It 
is averred that, by this means, he mstructed the Pasha 
as to the weakest points of the city, and that his 
cannon were invariably pointed wide of the Otto- 
man lines. Be this as it may, he became an object 
of suspicion, and was dragged before a council of 
war to give an account of his proceedings. His 
judges, detecting some incoherence in his answers, 
ordered him, according to the barbarous usage of 
the times, to be exposed to the torture ; and excess: 
(^pain wrung from him an admission that he had 
concerted with the Turkish general to betray the 
place. He was declared a traitor on his own con- 
fession; and the Grandmaster himself pronoimced 
the sentence that consigned him to an ignominious 
death. 

The guilt of this man is described by the his- 
torians of the siege as incontrovertible ; but the evi- 
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drace recorded against him is, to say the least of it, 
of a most unsatis&ctory complexion. They state^ 
that he pronowiced the situation of the city dei^r- 
ate ; that he recommended the Rhodians to change 
the position of their batteries ; that they did so, and 
that the Pasha, in consequence, changed the direction 
of his fire ; that the cannon which he had chaige of 
shot wide of their mark, and that he ^tered in pre« 
sence of the council, when called upon to rebutt 
these accusations. There is not one of them but 
mi^it, in a time of such excitement, have been sue- 
oeafoUy preferred against an innocent man ; and 
tUs opinion is supported by an historian of note, * 
who expressly says,^ that the Turkish general had 
b^[un to distrust Frapan, who, aware that the life of 
a suspected servant is valueless in the estimation of 
a Turk, instantly threw himself on the generosity of 
the Griandmaster, and divulged the whole secrets of 
the Ottoman camp. His confession whUe under the 
torture is dust in the balance. Many are the inno- 
cent men who have sought a recite fix)m inquisitorial 
tonnent in a dishonoured grave. 
• The declaration of Frapan that the city was inde- 
fisngible, a declaration which may have rendered hie 
death a measure of policy, in order that the Rhodians 
migfat regard it as the &lse council of a traitor^ 
fl|iiead consternation among the populace, and even 
nMued the courage of the Spanish and lialian 
knights* These cravens, filled with de8pondency> 
held secret meetings, at which they ascribed the GrancU 
master's obstinate resistance to a love of temporal 
power, and argued that he was called upon to agree 
to an honourable capitulation. D'Aubusson, when 
... / .^ . . . . . . . . 

* KnollfiB. 
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made acquainted with these mutinous demonstra- 
tionsy summoned the culprits to his presence, and, 
aiier reproaching them sharply for their pusillanimity 
and insubordination, told them, that he did not despair 
of being able to defend the city against the whole 
power of the Turks, without the assistance of sudi 
cowards, and that they were at liberty to quit the isl- 
and, which was not so closely blockaded as to ob- 
viate every possibility of escape ; but that, if they 
thought better of the matter, and chose to remain, 
the first man who spoke of capitulation should be 
treated as a traitor. This firm course of procedure 
qu^ed the mutiny. The knights who had engaged 
in it, filled with shame and sorrow, and scormng 
to save their lives by a flight which would have 
dishonoured them for ever, entreated to be allow- 
ed to return to their duty, and afterwards deport- 
ed themselves with great valour. The only pimish- 
ment which the Grandmaster inflicted on them was, 
specially excluding them fi-om every post of trust. 

The Tuikish general having filled up the ditch 
that skirted the Jews' wall, so that a troop of horse 
might charge across it, and beaten down every bar- 
rier that obstructed his entrance, solicited a par- 
ley, which was held by deputies next day at the 
breach. The Turkish deputy condescended to oom- 
plilnent the knights on their gallant defence, and 
entreated them to avert the calamities inseparable 
firom a successfiil assault. But Anthony Gaultier, 
Castellan of Rhodes, who acted as the Grandmas- 
ter's rej^sentative, replied, that the Pasha was deceiv- 
ed as to their situation — that every knight was pr^MHr- 
ed to die at his post — and that their enemies would 

find the breasts of Christian men, who had sur- 

1 



THIRTY'IBIOHTH GRAKDMASTER. ^ 

mdunted the fear of death, strong)^ than walls or 
bastions. 

With this answer the Turkish envoy returned to his 
€hie£ The Pasha, humbled in his own eyes at having 
offered any terms, swore to immolate every living be* 
mff within the walls. By his orders a gieat number 
ofishaip stakes were prepared for impaling the knights ; 
and to stimulate his soldiers, he promised them "the 
plunder of the city* Having <x>mpleted his arrange* 
meints for a final assault, he maintained, for a whdLe 
day and night, an iminteimitting cannonade against 
Ae breadi — not to render it mpre practicable, for 
there scarcely remained one stone upon another, but* 
to deter the garrison from constructmg new defences* 
At sonrise on the 27th of July, the Turics advano* 
ed in formidable array to the attack. The Chris- 
tiains, to shelter themselves from the Tuikidb artil- 
leiy, had taken post on the inner slope of the nd>- 
bish that marked the site of the wall, where, worn out 
with watching and fetigue, many of them had feUen 
aaljeep. This- lapse of vigilance allowed the Turics 
to g^ possession of the rampart on each ade of the 
breadi without discharging a musket, and, before llie 
Christians were aware of tilieir approach, the crescent 
waved on the walls. Never had the danger been so 
imminent. The Grandmaster, conceiving the horn: 
of martyrdom come, ordered die great standard of 
Saint John to be unfrirled, £uid called upon the 
kiiights who thronged round him to accompany him 
to the breach, and clear it or perish. Five hundred 
Turks, who had fought their way into Jew- Street, 
were cut to pieces by the first charge of this devot* 
ed baad. The stairs that led to the top of thei^ 
rampart^ on which the Turkish ensign was planted, 
were choked with rubbish, and the kiughta \iadk\iO 
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use ladders to accomplish the ascent. The Turks 
endeavoured, by rolling down huge stones, and keep- 
ing up a constant fire of musketry, to repel this as- 
sault ; but the impetuous valour of the knights was 
irresistible. The Grandmaster was twice hurled 
down and twice wounded ; yet he was the first to 
gain a secure footing on the rampart ; and the short 
spear he carried was reddened with Turkish bloody 
before a single knight had mounted to his support. 
Several Ozmanlis of note fell beneath his arm ; and the 
Pasha, who watched the combat from a distance, see- 
ing his banner in jeopardy, ordered a chosen body 
of Janizaries to advance to its rescue, and in person 
cheered them on to the breach. By his side march- 
ed twelve devoted men, who had sworn to pierce the 
Christian ranks, and immolate the Grandmaster in 
the centre of his own lances. They found him in 
the fi-ont of the battle dad in glittering mail, and 
dealing death on every side. Three of their wea- 
pons pierced him at the same moment, but the swords 
of his knights instantly avenged him. Happily none 
of his wounds were so desperate as to drive him 
from the breach ; but his breduren in arms, regarding 
them as fatal, flimg themselves like tigers on the ene- 
my, and put them to total rout. The Pasha, foam- - 
ing with disappointment, was carried away in the 
general flight, and the Christians, with shouts of 
victory, pursued him to his own lines. 

Covered with his own blood and with that of his 
enemies, the saviour of Rhodes was borne to his pa-« 
l^c^ The triumph was won — ^the deliverance of hia 
people «chieved«— and, before surgical skill had cur- 
ed his wounds, one of which was in his breast, the 
invaders abandoned the siege, and betook themselves 
to their ships. Their de^uture took place on tho 
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19th of Aiigust, the siege having lasted eighty-nine 
days ; and they carried off fifteen thousand wound- 
ed, and left behind nine thousand slain. While the 
embarkation was proceeding, two Neapolitan ships 
hove in sight, and prepared to enter the port with 
succours, in defiance of the Turkish fleet. The Pa- 
fha ordered all &e cannon that remained ashore to 
be pointed against them ; but the wind being im£i- 
Tourable for the co-operation of his gallies, one of the 
Neapolitan vessels ran safely into the harbour, and 
was received by the Rhodians with shouts of joy. 
The other was assailed next morning by twenty Turk- 
ish gallies ; whom she beat off after an action of three 
hours with the loss of their admiral, thou£:h she had 
been seriously crippled in her rigging the preceding 
day. 

Three churches were built at Rhodes, comme- 
moTBtive of this glorious defence. One dedicated to 
Saint Mitry of Victory, was specially endowed, that 
pn^ers might be oflfered up in it for ever, for the 
soms of the slain. The meanest soldier who surviv- 
ed the siege, received from the Grandmaster marks 
of &vour ; and, to relieve the peasantry of the island 
whose lands had been laid waste, they were subsist- 
ed from the public granaries till the next harvest, and 
exempted fit)m all taxes for several years. 

In the first paroxysm of rage at this defeat, the 
Sultan contemplated punishing his recreant general 
with the bow-string ; but this sentence was commut- 
ed to loss of dignity, and banishment to Gallipoli, 
which the disgraced vizier hailed as a clement de* 
cree. In the following year, 1481, while planning 
the snbjt^ion of Italy, in which Achmet, his most 
redoubted general, had already planted his standard^ 
deftih doeed Mohammed's sangmnaT^ xe\^« ^« 
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died at a petty town of Bitfaynia ; ud at Iks own 
request, tlie epitaph inacribed on hia monimient re- 
corded only the conquests which he had projected, 
and left unconunemorated thoae he had wgn. 

The vast empire which Mohanuned left behind 
him was contested by hia sona, both of whcun a»- 
[ored to become hia snccesBor. Bajazet, who ia 
generally esteemed the eider, was a prince of stu- 
dioua uid voluptuous habits, whiie Diem or Zi- 
zint, the youi^er, was ambitious, and impadent to 
emulate his other's warlike renown, lliey were 
absent at their respective governments in difierent 
comera of Asia Mmor when Mohammed died, and 
' the great men of the capital were divided as to which 
of them ^ould ascend the throne. The influence 
of Achmet Pasha, Mohammed's greatest captain, 
who had just returned (rom phmting the Ottoman 
banner on the Italian shore, decided the succession.- 
He declared himself in &vour of Bajazet ; and 
Zizim, who had started far the capital the moment 
he heard of his fclher's death, was informed, while 
on the journey, that his brother had assumed the 
crown. This intelligence made him return to his 
govenmient at Iconium, where he proceeded to levy 
a great army, in order to secure the sovereignty by 
force of arms. Deieated by the redoubted Adimet 
in a pitched battle, and reduced to the condition of 
a friendless outlaw, he fled to Egypt, &om whence, 
after a great deal of iutile negotiation with his victo- 
rious brother, he repaired to Ciliraa, and stirred up 
the tribes of Mount Taurus to espouse his cause. 
The league wdiich he fanned with several Moham> 
iHedan princes, whose independence was menaced by 
the g^antic power of Bajazet, was countenanced by the 
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to cruise against the Turks off the Caromanian coast. 
But in a^secxmd battle, Zizim's prospects were i^ain 
blasted ; and, hunted from rode to rods, and from 
cave to cave in the recesses of Mount Taurus, he 
was at length reduced to the necessity of soliciting 
an asylum in Rhodes. The Grandmaster, with the 
concurrence of the council, who held it politic to en- 
courage dissension among the Ottoman princes, con- 
-sented to receive him ; and a Rhodian squadron, un- 
der Don Alvarez de Zuniga, Grand Prior of Castile, 
was de^Mitched to his rescue. Zizim, hotly pressed 
by his pursuers, reached the shore, and, to escape a 
detachment of spahis, flung himself into a small bark, 
and put to sea. The spahis arrived on the beach a few 
ihoments afterwards ; and the prince, snatching up his 
bow, drew an arrow to the head, and shot it into 
the midst of them, with a billet listened to it, direct- 
ed to ^^ The King Bajazet, his Inhuman Brother! " 
In this letter he took Grod to witness, that his bro- 
ther's injustice alone had driven him to seek an a- 
^lum with the irreconcileable enemies of his race, and 
aft the same time invoked the retributive vengeance 
of heaven on him and his descendants— an invoca- 
tion which filled his persecutor with dismay, and 
was held in terrible remembrance in after days when 
trouUe bent him to the earth. 

The Rhodian squadron picked up the fugitive at 
sea, «nd he was received at Rhodes with the distinc- 
tioB due to a sovereign prince. An eye-witness * de- 
scribes him as exceedingly imprepossessing in his per- 
son, being middle-sized, thick-set, paunchy, jolter- 
headed, and having an inveterate squint, a nose so 
hooked as almost to touch his lip, — in short, in every 

* Mathew Boeio. 
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respect the air of a remorseless and intractable barb»' 
rian. Yet, notwithstanding this repulsive exterior, 
Zizim was a prince of a noble soul, deeply versed in 
Oriental literatpre, master of several languages, in- 
duding the Greek and Latin, and £unous for his 
deeds in war. Feasts and tournaments celebrated 
his arrival ; but while the city rung with sounds of 
revelry, the Grandmaster was racked with inquietude 
at the dilemma in which he foresaw he should soon 
find himself placed, by the presence of this sinister 
guest. His gloomy anticipations were not long in 
being realized. Turkish spies found access to the 
island, on various pretences, chiefly of a negotiatory 
nature ; and D'Aubusson, dreading that the Turk- 
ish prince would be murdered in his custody, or 
forcibly torn from him by an Ottoman army, re- 
solved, with the concurrence of the council, to send 
him to France. Zizim acceded, with a sinking 
heart, to a proposition which he had not the power 
to gainsay. Prior to his departure, he invested the 
Grandmaster with unlimited authority to treat with 
Bajazet on his behalf; and also made several acts in 
&vour of the Order, engaging, among other thmgs, 
in case he were ever established on the Ottoman 
throne, to maintain perpetual peace with the knights, 
give their fleets free access into his ports, liberate 
annually three hundred Christian slaves, and pay 
into the treasury an indemnity of a hundred and 
fifty thousand crowns of gold. This done, he went 
on board the Chevalier de Blanchefort's galley, and 
sailed for Europe, to find there an exile*s grave. 

The Grandmaster having thus rid himself of the 
presence of a man whom he stood pledged to pro- 
tect, and yet did not see how he could safely shelter. 
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was von upon by Bajazet to enter into a solemn treaty 
of peaoe, die grand condition of which was, that the 
Older should detain Zizim in a sort of honourable cap* 
tiyity, independent of the jurisdiction of any Christian 
or Infidel prince ; for which good service, the Empe*- 
ror ei^aged to pay the Order a pension of twenty- 
five thousand ducats of Venice every year. Of this 
compact, it is impossible to speak but in terms of 
d)horrence. It is indeed averred by a contemporary 
historian, William de Jaligni, > that the Grandmaster 
never guaranteed safe-conduct to the fugitive, nor 
even passed his bare word that the Order would 
stand between him and his brother's wrath; and 
William de Caoursin, yice-Chancellor of Saint 
John, another contemporary writer, argues, that the 
Orandmaster had no alternative but to accede to this 
base arrangement, or bring down the implacable ven- 
geance of Bajazet on Rhodes; but Uiese are the 
apologizies of men evidently not oVer-scrupulous in 
forming an estimate of moral duty. The Grand- 
master had virtually become bound to shield the fu- 
gitive who had thrown himself upon his generosity. 
l£ he trembled to give him shelter, he ought at least 
to have sent him chainless away. The treaty that 
made the knights jailors to the Sultan, is the foulest 
stain that lies upon their ^sime ; and all the renown 
which the Grandmaster D'Aubusson won in that 
memorable siege in which he proved the victor, and 
in which he so lavishly shed his blood, is effaced by 
the mercenary policy that induced him to violate the 
rights of hospitality, and consign the wanderer to a 
cruel durance. 

Zizim, on his arrival in France, was sent to the 
Commandery of Bourgneuf, on the confines of Poi- 
tou and^a Marche, where he was constantly at- 
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tended by a guard of the Order. He appealed to 
Louis the Eleventh; but that selfish king only 
mocked hioi with a promise of assistance in case he 
abjured his £EUth« Rage and despair overpowered 
hmiy when he learned that the knights of Rhodes 
had bartered his liberty and their own honour &f 
Turkish gold; and his attendants trembled^ le^ 
he should terminate, his sorrows by a voluntary 
death. It was at this juncture, when Christend(»ii 
rung with his wrongs, that the Kings of Hungary^ 
Sic3y and Naples^ and several other princes who 
contemplated a league against Bajazet, entreated 
that Zizim might be put at the head of their army» 
to secure the co-operation of his Asiatic adherents; 
but the Grandmasttt rejected their petition, on the 
insincere argument, that, should the war end disa» 
trously, the exiled prince might be deUvered up by 
some perfidious potentate to his implacable foe. 
Pope Innocent the Eighth, who made a similar i^ 
plication, was more successfinl ; for the deference of 
the knights was still as profbimd as ever to the 
edicts of the Holy See* The Grandmaster, indeed, 
made a fedble effort to repel the Pontiff's petition 
also ; but the latter was ixiflexible. He engaged, by 
way of compensation, to unite the minor Oiders of 
Samt Sepulchre and Saint Lazarus to that of Saint 
John, and to confer a cardinal's hat on the Grand* 
master* By this treaty was the custody of the cap** 
tive prince again made a matter of mercenary specu- 
lation ; and Zizim was removed firom Bourgneuf to 
Rome, where he was received with considerable 
pomp, and had reason to congratulate himself on a 
change which secured him the external respect due 
to royalty, and agreeable communion with enhghtened 
and uluatrious men* Butthe death of Innocent, who 
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had eaicttbted on unng his captive ras a fibrebrand in 
■tbe East, sadly revetsea the wanderer s destiny. Cax- 
dinai Roderigo de Borgia, nvho: sucoeeded to the 
ponttficate, by the title of Alexander the Sixth, was 
one of the most unprincipled men that had ever dis- 
honoured Saint Peter's chair ; and, atrociously ve- 
nal in all his transactions, he withdrew Zizim from 
the custody of the French knights who acted as his 
attendants, and threw him into dose durance in the 
castle of Saint Angelo, for the purpose of disposii^, 
to the highest bidder, of his liberty and life. Bajaaet 
was again the purchaser ; and the triple-crowned ty- 
iviit, by engaging to keep his prisoner constantly 
immuzed^ secured an annual payment of forty thou- 
sand ducats. The arrival of Charles the Eighth of 
Fmnce before Rome, at the head of a victorious ar- 
my, compelled him to transfer the custody of the 
Turkish Prince to that monarch. Zizim was given 
up to Charles ; but poison administered by the agents 
01 the Pope, on the eve of his removal to the French 
head-quarters, cut him off almost in the same hour 
that he arrived in the presence of the Kmg ; and his 
murderer received from Bajazet three hundred thou- 
sand ducats, as the price oi his blood. 

It were well for the honour of the Order of Saii^ 
John, if the chronicler could pass over in silence 
this block page in its annals. Horror and shame 
humbled the gray hairs of D'Aubusson in the dust, 
when he learned the tragical termination of his vic- 
tim s life ; and the circumstance of being compeUed 
to conceal his detestation of the murderous act, gave 
additional poignancy to his grief. Trouble, too, be- 
gan to menace the Order from the same blood-stain- 
ed hand that had cut short the days of the Turkish 
Prince ; and» but &r the representations of the King 



32 PETER D*AUBUSSON, 

of Arragon and Castile, who supported the knights 
in their protest against papal usurpations, their pri- 
vileges and independence would have been seriously in- 
. vaded* Startled at the abhorrent spectacle whicji he 
-presented to the Christian world, the unworthy repre- 
•aentative of Saint Peter endeavoured to recover him- 
self in popular estimation, by preaching a crusade. 
A league was formed by the principal sovereigns o\ 
Europe against the Turks, and the Grandmaster was 
nominated Generalissimo of the confederated army. 
D'Aubusson, who placed little reliance on the Pope'fl 
•sincerity, would have declined the honoiu* ; but the 
Council represented, that it would be derogatory tc 
the Order, if it remained inactive, while the stan- 
. dard of the Cross was uniurled by the £iu*opea]] 
Kings, and on that argument he accepted it. Bui 
the league was ultimately dissolved, without any sig- 
nal achievement being performed by the combined 
squadrons. A French fleet under Philip de Cleves- 
Ravestein made an unsuccessful descent on the Isl- 
and of Mitylene, and the Venetians took the Island 
of Santa Maura ; but with these successes the wai 
•ended. Several princes of the league made peace 
with Bajazet by separate treaties ; and the Rhodiani 
at last beheld their own ensign once more the onl^ 
belligerent flag in the Levant. A squadron undei 
the command of the Chevalier de Villaragut, captur- 
ed a fleet of Turkish and Egyptian vessels richly 
laden, and bound from Alexandria to Constantino- 
ple ; but this prize, though of great value, was but 
small consolation to the Grandmaster for the deser- 
tion of his allies ; and he was glad to deprecate the 
vengeance of the two potent adversaries whom he 
had defied, by a tacit suspension of hostilities. 
It is painM to record the last acts of D*Aubu& 
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urn's life* In the memorable siege in which he ae« 
quired so much renown, the Jewish part of the po- 
pulation contributed in a most essential degree to the 
defence of the island ; yet he ungratefully lost sight 
of the services of that proscribed race, and, on the 
assumption that they were the hereditary enemies of 
the Christian £uth, given to usury and addicted to 
odious crimes, cruelly expelled them from their pos- 
sessions. Time had shaken the mighty mind, which, 
■9t a perilous crisis, had been the salvation of the 
Older ; and his latter days were dedicated to the en- 
actment of sumptuary laws, of which some histo- 
rians speak in terms of laudation, but which appear 
4o have been the futile edicts of a dotard. His 
4eathbed was embittered by the intelligence, that the 
sanctified assassin, who had deprived Zizim of life, 
had resumed his iniquitous usurpation of the spe- 
cific privileges of the Order ; and, in open contempt 
oi its authority, was bestowing the richest dignities 
on his minions. At eighty years of age, Peter 
D'Aubusson died; and, notwithstanding these shades 
on his otherwise illustrious character, the tears of his 
knights followed the saviour of Rhodes and the 
" buckler of Christendom " to his grave. 

Emeri D*Amboise, succeeded D'Aubusson, as 
Grandmaster (1503.) In the same year Pope Alex- 
ander the Sixth, a monster who had too long haras- 
sed the world with his crimes, perished by inadvertent- 
ly quaffing the contents of a poisoned goblet which 
he had drugged for the purpose of shortening the 
•life of one of his particular Mends. On hearing of 
his death, D'Amboise, who was at the court of 
France at the time, employed in negotiations calcu- 
lated to protect the Order firom the unjust in&ae- 
lions to which it was es^sed from papal rapacity» 
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abandoned his diplomatic labours as useless, and re- 
paired to Rhodes, carrying with him, as a present 
nrom the French King, the sword which Saint Louis 
had worn in his crusades* He found Rhodes me* 
naced by the Turks and the Egyptians. Amurath, 
son of the unfortunate Zizim, hunted from Egypt, 
in whidi his mother and brethren had found an asy- 
lum, threw himself like his &ther, on the generosity 
of the knights. Bajazet, in revenge, ordered every 
corsair that scoured the Levant to harass the Rho- 
dian coast. Amurath, subsequently became a Chris- 
tian, and hftd the Castle of Feracle in Rhodes as- 
signed him as a residence, where he led a tranquil 
and exemplary life. The Turkish pirates, combin- 
ing under Camali, a famous commander, made de- 
scents on Rhodes and its dependencies ; but in every 
instance without success. Xero, a mere rock, was 
saved by the presence of mind of Paul Simeoni, 
a young Piedmontese knight, who lined the walls 
of the castle with peasants and women habited as 
knights, at the sight of whom the Turks hastily re- 
tre^^ed to their ships. Seven flutes — long vessels 
with low decks, and provided with oars as well as 
sails, which Campson Gauri the Sultan of Egypt 
had equipped, were still more imfortunate. It was 
the intention of their commander to attack Lango, 
and he despatched two of his vessels to reconnoitre 
that island, but they were intercepted and driven 
ashore by two Rhodian gallies. The crews l^ded 
and hid themselves in the island, while the knights 
promptly remanned the deserted barks with Chris- 
tian soldiers and mariners, and sent them out against 
the main body of the Egyptian fleet. The Egyp- 
tian admiral, seeing his cruisers returning, unsuspici- 
ously permitted them to come within gunshot, when 
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ihij instantly opened « fttriotUB fire ; and at the same 
moment two well-manned Rhodian gallies swept 
FOimd a headland, and poured in broadside after 
broadside into the Egyptian line, which induced the 
whole of the squadron to surrender. 

In the same year, a single Rhodian galley oom- 
manded by the Chevalier de Gastineau, captured a 
magnificat Egyptian carrack, which the Egyptians 
boastingly termed the Queen of the Sea, bound for 
Constantinople with immense wealth. This vessel, 
wbkh had long been watched by the knights, was 
of enormous bulk. The mast of a common galley 
barely rose the height of her prow ; it took six men 
to embrace her mast, and she had seven tiers or 
de^s, two of which were under water. For defence, 
ahe carried a himdred guns, and a thousand soldiers, 
independent of her crew. Gastineau, lay in v^t off 
Candia for this vast bark, and, when within cannon- 
shot, sent his long-boat to summon her to surrender. 
Hie Saracen captain returned a proud and insolent 
answer; and the Rhodians, who had dropped close to 
the carrack during the parley, suddenly opened their 
guns. The first discharge killed the captain of the 
canack and several of his bravest officers ; and the 
survivors, rather than sustain another broadside, pull- 
ed down their flag, and struck. The crew were after- 
wards redeemed at an immense ransom. 

Three years afterwards (1510), inflated by the 
remembrance of these triiunphs, the Grandmaster 
prevailed on the council to send a squadron to the 
coast of Cilicia, to harass a colony of ship-builders 
whom the Sultan of Egypt had despatched, with the 
consent of the Turkish emperor, to fit out a new ar- 
mament in that richly wooded country. The com- 
mand of this fleet, which consisted pardy of gallies 
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and partly of high-decked vessels, including the 
great carrack, was intrusted jointly to Andrew D'- 
Amaral, a Portuguese knight, and a French cheva- 
lier, Villiers de Tlsle Admn. Both these knights 
were brave, and well skilled in maritime afiairs ; but 
inordinate pride and conceit obscured the military 
virtues of the Portuguese. The two admirals came 
to issue while at sea respecting the mode in which 
they should attack the enemy. L'Isle Adam wish* 
ed to lie in wait to intercept the Egyptian fleet on 
its homeward voyage, while D'Amaral was for nm- 
ning boldly into the gulf in which it was anchored, 
and giving it £ur battle. The debate waxed so hot that 
the disputants were on the point of deciding it with 
their swords ; but at length the good sense of L'Isle 
Adam induced him to give way, and the fleet entered 
the bay prepared for action. The Egyptian admiral, 
who had crowded his vessels with Land forces, ra- 
ther invited than shunned an engagement. By dint 
of, superior seamanship, the Rhodians gained the 
wind of the enemy, and for three hours the fleets 
maintained a sanguinary fight. At the end of that 
time, the Rhodians boarded their adversaries. Se^ 
veral Egyptian ships surrendered, while the crews 
of the others deserted them, and fled to the shore ; 
but their admiral, who was young, and a near kins- 
man of the Sultan his master, died honourably on 
his own deck. Eleven ships and four gallies were 
captured by the knights, and the remainder destroy- 
ed* The runaways were pursued on shore, and 
many of them taken and made slaves ; while the tim- 
ber which the Egyptian carpenters had framed was set 
on fire and burned. This victory, at once replen- 
ished the treasury, and shed a lustre on the last days 
of the Grandmaster D'Amboise. He died in l&12y 
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at the mature age of seventy-eight, having enjoyed 
the supreme dignity nine years. 

Guy de Blanchefort, the same French knight who 
had been intrusted with the custody of the unfortu- 
nate Zizim during his captivity in Europe, suc- 
ceeded to the grandmastership. Blanchefort was in 
France at the time of his election ; but a rumour 
being prevalent that the Turks contemplated another 
descent on Rhodes, he instantly embarked for that 
island, though the state of his health was such as to 
incapacitate him from sustaining the exertion inci- 
dcDft to the voyage. Off Trapani in Sicily, his ill- 
ness assumed a ratal aspect, and his attendants en- 
treated him to land ; but he persisted in prosecuting 
his voyage, on the ground, that, were he to die so 
near Rome, Julius the Second, one of the most am- 
bitious pontiffs who had ever sat in Saint Peter's 
chair, and who had for some time been industriously 
auating himself to secure the co-operation of the 
Order in his warlike projects, would usurp the 
privilege of the council, and nominate the next 
Grandmaster. Off the island of Zante, death closed 
Kanchefort's career ; and, at his own request, a &st- 
sailing caravel was despatdied to Rhodes, with in- 
junctions to the council to lose no time in electing 
a new chief. On the day subsequent to its arrival 
(December 14, 1513), Fabricio Caretto, Admiral 
of the Order — ^the same illustrious Italian knight 
who had fought side by side with D'Aubusson, 
amid the ruins of Saint Nicholas' Tower — ^was 
choeen Grandmaster in his stead. 

The reign of the Emperor Bajazet had terminat- 
ed in the preceding year. Poison, administered 
throuch the agency of Selim, the most warlike and 
aaibitioui of lua 8ons» cut him suddenly from the 
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etulli ; and his murderer ascended a tV^ne stained 
with his father's and his brothers' blood, to harass the 
woild with He^ alarms. The Shah of Persia, rout- 
ed by him in a pitched battle, was glad to solicit 
the alliance of the Knights of Rhodes ; and in the < 
league which was form^ between them, Campson 
Gauri, Sultan ci Egypt, was included, at his own 
special request. Syria had long been harassed by 
the Turks ; and the Egyptian foresaw, that the mcH 
ment the Ottoman banner came to be firmly plant- 
ed in the Holy Land, the main bulwark of his in- 
dependence would be swept away. His anxiety to 
avert this event accelerated its arrivaL Selim, find^ 
ing it impossible to disengage him from the Persian 
league, turned his whole forces against him ; and in the 
course of four years, Syria, Palestine, part of Arabia, 
and all Egypt, were prostrated at the- Ottoman's feet. 
The dominion of the Mameluke princes was com- 
pletely subverted by these conquests ; and two trait- 
ors, who had abandoned their Sultan in the hour of 
danger, were installed as governors of the subjugat- 
ed states. Having thus avenged himself of his 
Egyptian adversary, Selim began to make prepara- 
tions for conquering Rhodes, when, in 1520, an 
acute disease prematurely terminated his reign. 

Solyman the First, sumamed the Magnificent, 
Selim's only son, succeeded to his crown and em- 
pire. This prince, the most illustrious of the Otto- 
man line, was, in the course of his long and glori- 
ous reimi, the contemporary of the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, Francis the First of France, Elizabeth 
Queen of England, and Mary Queen of Scots — all 
of them sovereigns whose names occupy a distin- 
guished place in the annals of Europe. Solyman 

had barely arrived at manhood, when he was elevat- 

2 
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iri to the throne; and Gazelles, the Mameluke 
governor of Syria, conceiving the opportunity £ei- 
vourable for shaking off the Turkish yoke, rashly 
vnfiuled the banner of revolt. Aware of the mighty 
power with whidi he had to contend, he applied to 
the Rhodians for military stores. The Grandmas- 
ter, delighted to see disunion separating the here- 
ditary adversaries of the Order, not only granted the 
ordnance and ammimition solicited, but sent along 
with them several skilful officers to superintend the 
ffons. But the Mamelukes were defeated in their 
mst encounter with the Turkish troops ; and Ga- 
leUes, after perfoiining prodigies of valour, died on 
the fiekL His death put an end to the insurrection, 
jnd left Sofyman leisure to mature his plans for 
die seduction of Rhodes, the conquest of which he 
held to be a tribute due to his Other's manes. Po- 
hcff however, induced him first to disperse a war- 
doud which had risen on his northern frontier ; and 
while his armv was engaged there in besieging Bd- 
gndei the Order of Sunt Jotm lost its Grandmaster. 
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Caretto died in 1521, and three candidates as- 
pired to the vacant dignity. These were, Andrew 
D'Amaral, Grand Prior of Castile ; Sir Thomas 
Docray, Grand Prior of England; and Philip Villiers 
de LTsle Adam, Grand Prior of France. The ar« 
rogance of D'Amaral so completely disgusted the 
Chapter that he was unanimously rejected, and the 
votes were divided between the English and French 
knights. The Englishman possessed considerable 
natural abilities, great experience in diplomacy, and 
had, moreover, a princely revenue to recommend him ; 
while in point of mental qualifications alone was his 
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lival his equaL The great preponderance of French 
influence, however, decided the vote, and L'Isle Adam 
was declared Grandmaster. 

L'Isle Adam was in France when he was elected, 
but he lost no time in repairing to Rhodes. He 
sailed from Marseilles in the great carrack, and 
had only been a day or two at sea, when, through 
the carelessness of one of his attendants, the vessel 
took fire. The seamen, panic-struck by the iury 
of the conflagration, were for deserting the ship, and. 
making to the shore in four feluccas which bore 
her company ; but the resolution of L'Isle Adam, 
who prohibited every man from leaving his post un- 
der pain of death, restored subordination, and in- 
^ir^ the crew with energy to extinguish the flames. 
Scarcely was this peril surmounted, when a new one 
beset them. A furious tempest rose ; and while the 
carrack, at all times cumbrous and unmanageable, was 
labouring through the mountainous waves, a thunder- 
bolt fell on her stem, killed nine men, and, shivered 
the Grandmaster's sword to pieces in its scabbard. 
The mariners, in all ages and coimtries a supersti- 
tious race, regarded the latter circumstance as a pre- 
sage of dismal import; and even the attendant knights 
spoke of it as a disastrous omen. L'Isle Adam 
alone scouted these womanish alarms. He ran into 
Syracuse to refit ; and the moment his ship was in a 
condition for sea, resumed his voyage, notwithstand- 
ing he had advice that Curtoglu, a noted corsair, lay 
in wait for him ofl* Cape St Angelo, with a superior 
force. By judicious seamanship, the carrack dou- 
bled the perilous headland under the cloud of night, 
without encountering an enemy, and arrived safe at 
Rhodes, to the great joy of the Order. 

In ihd summer of 1^1^ Belgrade, the bulwark of 
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Hungary, surrendered to Solyman; and he fotmd' 
himself at leisure to complete his arrangements for 
the conquest of Rhodes. Notwithstandmg the d^-' 
van, which he always consulted, was divided as to 
the propriety of the enterprise, he could not hring 
himself to abandon it. Mustapha Pasha, a young 
and ardent soldier, who had married his sister, and 
Curtoglu, the pirate, were the principal advocates of 
the project. In order to guage, as it were, the abi- 
lities of the Christian knights with whom he was 
about to enter the lists, in an arena from which the 
legions of one of his most warlike predecessors had 
returned covered with disgrace, Solyman, before un- 
furling his standard, addressed the Grrandmaster by 
letter in the following terms. 

" Solymariy by the grace of God, King of 
Kings, Lord of Lords, Most High Emperor of 
Byzantium and Trebizond, Most Mighty King of 
Persia, Arabia, Syria and Egypt, Supreme Lord 
of Europe and Asia, Prince of Mecca and Alep' 
po, Master of Jerusalem, and Ruler of the UnP- 
versal Sea, — To Philip Villiers De L* Isle Adam, 
Grandmaster of the Isle of Rhodes, greeting: 

** I congratulate thee on thy new dignity, and 
thy arrival in thy dominions. M ayest thou reign 
there long and happily, and obscure the glory of thy 
predecessors I I offer thee our friendship, and en- 
treat thee not to be the last of our allies to give us 
joy for oiu* triumphs over the Himgarian King, 
whom we have stripped of the strong fortress of 
Belgrade, after having wasted his territories with 
fire and sword, and carried away many of his people. 
From Constantinople— Farewell. " 

The Grandmaster, who saw in this letter only a 
hidden menace, and who had just seen several mer- 



70RTT«SECOKD GRANDMASTER. 43 

diaiitmra enter the port, after being roughly han- 
dled by the pirate Curtoglu in the neighbouring 
staaity returned the following answer : — 

*^ I understand right well the meaning of thy let- 
ter* It is as pleasing to me to be called thy mend, 
418 it will be displeasing to the pirate Curtoglu to 
leaiii, that thou hast tendered me thy friendship. 
That corsair sought to make me. captive on my 
voyage £rom France ; but, &iling in the project, he 
has since stole by night into the Rhodian waters, 
and attempted to plunder several ships and barks 
lielonging to our ports. The gallies of the Order, 
however, have driven him homeward, and torn seve- 
ral prizes from his grasp in the moment of flight. 
From Rhodes — Farewell. " 

The Grandmaster, not. caring to trust one of his 
knights in the power of a prince who sat on the 
throne of the ^^ Manslayer, " and whose native mag- 
nanimity was yet unknown, forwarded his answer by 
a Grecian messenger. This breach of etiquette led 
to some further correspondence, which terminated 
in open defiance. The Rhodians suspected that the 
main object of these letters was to entrap some 
knight of renown in the capacity of ambassador, and 
wring from him by torture a full account of the de- 
fences of the city ; and the following circumstance 
proved the accuracy of this suspicion. While the 
mtentions of the Sultan were yet dubious, or at 
least not distinctly avowed, signal-fires were kin- 
dled on the Lycian shore ; and the Rhodians, who 
knew them to indicate a wish on the part of the 
Tucks to hold a parley, despatched Mennetou, a 
French knight, with a well-manned galley, across 
the Strait* Mennetou carried with him a Rhodian 
luuB^ Jaxi, who spoke the Turkish language, and 
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had acquaintances on the mainland, with instrnctioBS 
to ascertain, as £su: as practicable, the Sultan's de- 
signs. On nearfng the hostile coast, Menneton 
descried a group of Turks, apparently merdiants, 
congregated near a fountain, with abundance of mer- 
chandise spread out ardund them. These men ear- 
nestly invited the Christians to land, and sent on 
board a richly dressed Turk, as a pledge that their 
intentions were amicable ; whereupon Jaxi was put 
ashore ; but no sooner was he fairly in the midst of 
•them, than the ^e traders, who were in reality sol^ 
diers in disguise, made him prisoner. On witness- 
ing this act of treachery, Mennetou bore away for 
Rhodes with his hostage, who, instead of a grandee, 
as his garments betokened him, turned out to be an 
ignorant peasant, decked out for the occasion. Jaxi 
was hurried to Constantinople ; and, after being ex- 
posed to protracted tortures, divulged all he knew 
tegarding the defences of the island. The atrocity 
of this act rests less probably with the Sultan than 
with his minions. Be this as it may, the deposi- 
tions of Jaxi encouraged him to make an immediate 
declaration of his designs on Rhodes ; for he had 
risen so far superior to the brutal usages of his fore- 
others, as to scorn to steal tiger-like on his prey. 
Signal-fires were again kindled on the Lycian coast ; 
and the galley which was despatched to answer 
them, brought back a formal annunciation of war. 
With the pomp of his race, the Sultan called upon 
the knights to surrender their strongholds, in which 
case he solemnly pledged himself to grant them a 
safe and honourable convoy from the island ; but, iii 
the event of their resistance, he swore to immolate 
one and all of them at their guns, and to level the 
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vvalls and bastioDS with the grass that grew at their 
foundations. 

This was language, that required no answer from 
men rallied round a banner which, for four hun- 
dred years, had waved proudly in the front of Pay- 
nim battle. The Grandmaster and his brethren made 
haste to complete the arrangements, which had 
loi^ been in progress, to strengthen and provision 
the city. Instructed by the example of the Grand- 
master D'Aubusson during the former siege, the 
viUas in the suburbs were razed, and all the forage 
in the island stored within the walls. Three com- 
missicmers, Gabriel de Pommerols, John Buck, of 
the language of England, and the Chancellor D' Ama- 
ral, were nominated to superintend the replenish- 
ment of the magazines ; and vessels were despatch- 
ed to Candia, Sicily, Naples, and even France, for 
grain, wine, powder, arms, and men. Anthony 
Bosio, a serving-brother of great enterprise and sa- 
gacity, was intrusted with the mission to Candia, 
and easily succeeded in shipping the stores he was 
sent in search of ; but he found it a more arduous 
undertaking to secure the services of five hundred 
Cretan archers, which the Grandmaster was anxious 
to obtain. The Candiot governor was apprehensive 
of drawing down the vengeance of the Turks on his 
own island ; and therefore forbade, by public pro- 
clamation, any of his subjects engaging, under pain 
of death, in the defence of Rhodes. By judicious 
management, however, and probably with the con- 
nivance of the Governor, Bosio not only secured all 
the troops he desired, but prevailed on Gabriel Marr 
tin^o, a Venetian engineer of distinguished repu- 
tadon, to embark privately in a felucca and join th^ 
Older. The Candiots sent two &st^sailing vessels 
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in pursuit of Martinigo ; but Bosio eluded then 
by an adroit manoeuvre at sea, and, passing safely 
through a Turkish squadron at the dead of n^t, 
exultingly entered the port, and presented the Vene- 
tian to the Grandmai^. He was received wkh 
greater distinction than if he had won a battle ; and 
Martinigo, vrho was a man of illustrious descent, ami 
full of that generous contempt of danger vvhich 
prompts the soldier to noble deeds, not only cheerful^ 
engaged to use his utmost exertion to strei^then thsf 
wcMrks and contribute to the salvation of the city, 
but in a moment of enthusiasm threw himself at the 
Grandmaster's feet, and entreated that, as he was de- 
termined to share the &Xe of the Order, let it be ever 
so disastrous, he might be received as a brother, and 
thereby enabled to appear in battle with the cross of 
Saint John on his breast. His election was imant* 
mous ; a considerable pension was awarded to him 
until a suitable commandery should become vacant, 
and he was named Inspector-general of l^e fortifi* 
cations, and admitted into several other confidential 
offices. Under his superintendance the walls and 
towers were carefully repaired ; the ramparts height- 
ened, ravelins bmlt before the gates, and casemates 
made in the flanks of the bastions. The counter- 
scaip was mined and primed with gunpowder, ready 
to be fired by subterranean trains on the first emer- 
gency ; and trenches were dug, and forts and bairi- 
cades erected in every street. 

But, though the Imights manifested a truly heroie 
^irit, there were among them men whom selfish 
considerations betrayed into partial derelictions from 
their duty. The succours which the Grandmaeter 
had summoned fitmi the remote possessions of the 
Order, were tardily and niggardly fbiwarded; and 
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Mvenl of the European commanders showed a dis- 
^editable indifference to the exigencies of the state. 
In Rhodes itself, a cabal, fomented by the Chancel- 
lor D'Amaral, broke out among the Italian knights. 
On the argument, that the Pope, Adrian the Sixth, 
had, to their great prejudice, usurped the patronage 
ot their commanderies, they requested leave to repair 
in a body to Rome, and represent their grievances. 
Ilie Grandmaster firmly remsed to permit their de- 
parture at such a juncture ; and the malecontent^ 
exasperated at his refusal, and misled by perfidious 
advice, seized a vessel, in direct contravention of Ms 
anthonty, and retired to Candia. The Grandmaster 
iliBtantly proclaimed them rebels and cravens, and, by 
a decree of the council, they were deprived of the 
liabit of the Order. Unwilling, however, to lose the 
services of a considerable niunber of brave knights at 
a time when the very existence of the state was H 
stake, the Grandmaster despatched a confidental me- 
diator to Candia, by whose representations the de- 
serters were induced to return to Rhodes, and throw 
themselves on their superior's clemency, with a pro- 
test that they were ready to wash out the stain on 
ibmr honour with their blood. The Grandmaster 
gnudously forgave them ; and they were permitted to 
restsne the habit which they had forfeited, and to take 
their station once more in the Christian ranks. 

A general review of his troops satisfied LTsle Adam, 
that his whole reliance was on the spirit that animated 
them — ^not on their numerical strength. The garrison 
with which he contemplated defiance to the legions 
of Solyman, amounted only to about five thousand 
regular troops — six hundred of whom were knights. 
In adctition to this force, the mariners of the port 
braied dMinselves into an efficient band; and the 
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citizens also took up arms, but with much less cou- 
rage than they had manifested in the former siege. 
The peasants, who crowded into the city, were dis- 
cipUned to serve as pioneers ; and the very slayes 
were made to work at th& fdrtifications, and contri- 
bute to the general defence. The knights, the bet- 
tar class of citizens, and the mariners of the port^ 
were animated by the noblest enthusiasm ; and never 
had the fortifications been in a more perfect condi- 
tion. As has already been mentioned, the city was 
encompassed by a double wall, strengthened by thir^ 
teen towers, five of which stood within ravens and 
bastions, covered by barbacans otjattsse-brayesy and 
other advanced works. The principal ditdi was 
wide and deep, the counterscarp well &ced and 
palisaded, and the adjacent country completely com- 
manded by cannon of various calibre. Grenades^ 
fire-pots, and enormous blocks of stone, were piled 
•up for immediate use in every bastion ; several ships 
laden with stones and rubbish were sunk at the en- 
trance of the bay from which the Turks had assailed 
the Mole of Saint Nicholas in the former siege ; and 
the port was shut by a double chain. From the 
glacis to the very centre of the city, there was a con- 
tinued succession of fortifications, none of which 
could be carried without an immense sacrifice of 
life ; and Rhodes, in these last days of its glory, 
stood the strongest, as it had long been one of the 
Surest, cities of the East. 

The Grandmaster selected the most redoubted 
knights to fill the posts of honour and danger. The 
Venetian Martinigo, assisted by the knights Nueres 
and Britto, superintended the fortifications ; while 
the command of the artillery devolved on Didier de 
'Tholon de Saint JaUle. The bastion of Auvergne 



F0RTT-SECOND GRANDMASTER. 49 

-was confided to tbe. knight Du Mesnil: — ttiat of Pro- 
▼enoe to Berenger de Lioncel — that of England to 
Nicholas Hussey — ^that of Italy to Andelot Gentiii 
-«-and that of Spain to Francis des Carrieres. Ray- 
mond Roger conunanded in the quarter of Auvei> 
gne — Raymond de Ricard in that of Provence — ^the 
commander Valdner in that of Germany — William 
Onazon in that of England — Geoige Einar in that 
of Italy — and John de Barbaran and Enard Sollier 
in those of Castile and Arragon — while Joachim de 
Ssint Aubiny at the head of the flower of the French 
Knights, was intrusted with the defence of the wall, 
£rQm the French tower to the gate of Saint Ambrose. 
The defence of the quarter of Saint Mary of Vio- 
•toiy, the weakest point of the fortifications, was un- 
dertaken by L'Isle Adam himself; and, quitting his 
palace, he took up his abode, along with the knights 
whom he had selected to fight by his side, in a 
house in the immediate vicinity of that bulwark. The 
Knights Grand-crosses D'Amaral, John Buck, Peter 
de Cluys, and Gregory de Morgut, were named 
Adjutants-general, 'imti the command of moTcabJe 
corps-de-reserve ; while Gabriel de Pommerols was 
uppointed Lieutenant-general, and the Chevalier de 
Bonneval commander of the Grandmaster's guards. 
Two corps of six hundred men each were ordered 
to patrol the city day and night; and their com- 
na^ers were empowered to judge and punish mal^- 
iactoTS with death, under the mere reservation of 
appeal to the Grandmaster. Twenty knights, and 
•three hundred chosen soldiers, under the command 
<ji Gtiyot de Castelane, a brave gray-haired Pk>- 
▼eo^al knight, were intrusted with tlie defence of 
die Tower of Saint Nicholas, which was still re^ 
fpvded B8 the key ai the city ; and, lastly^ a knij^ 
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of Dauphiny, named Anthony de Grolee, had the 
honounii)le post of bearing the great standard of the 
Qrd^. To ensure the fidelity, and encourage the 
zeal of the citizens, the Latin and Greek metro* 
poHtan Archbishops were instructed to enforce, in 
their sermons, the necessity and merit of a coiurage- 
ous resistance. All the inhabitants of the smaller 
islands were invited to repair to Rhodes, to avoid 
the fury of the Turks ; and many of these refugees 
proved themselves valiant and efficient soldiers, by re- 
solutely defending the castles of Lindo, Feracle, and 
other small fortresses in remote parts of the island* 

It was a sight of sorrow to the citizens of Rhodes, 
to see the peasantry enter the capital laden with 
their household gooos, and followed by their weep- 
ing wives and children. These poor people felt that 
rum had already overtaken them, and that, in the 
recesses of a besieged city, privation and death would 
certainly be their lot. In the course of the siege, 
the catde which they brought along with them were 
&mished ; and pestilence, generated by their putrid 
remains, scourged the island long after the war-blast 
had passed away. 

Late in the spring of 1522, Solyman, having 
completed his arrangements, ordered a mighty ar- 
mament to put to sea. He named Mustapha Pasha, 
his £ivourite and brother-in-law, generalissimo of 
the land forces, and the pirate Curtoglu, admiral of 
the fleet. Mustapha had under him Achinet Pasha, - 
an able engineer, and Pyrrhus Pasha, an aged chief 
of great sagacity, who nad been the Sultan's gover-* 
nor, and enjoyed his entire confidence, and who atr 
tended the general rather as a counsellor than as a 
fieutenant. The defenceless islands, which acknow- 
ledged the sovereignty of the knights in the adja* 
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cent sea, sustained the first burst of Turkish ven- 
geance. The fruitful island of Lango was nearly 
udd waste by a body of marauders ; but, through 
the valour of the governor, Prejan de Bidoux, a 
French knight, they were driven back with loss 
to their ships. While the grand expedition was 
rendezvousing in the Lycian ports, twenty Turk- 
ic gallies manoeuvred almost daily in the middle 
of ^e adjacent strait, in the hope of alluring the 
Rhodian squadron out to battle; and, when they 
found the latter too cautious to risk an engagement 
in a spot where it ran a hazard of being assailed 
by an overwhelming force, they audaciously ventured 
within cannon-shot of the port. This bravado al« 
most betrayed the Grandmaster into the snare they 
had laid for him. His own gallant spirit, supported 
by the strenuous counsel of the Chancellor D' Ama- 
ru, and the noble indignation of many of the knights^ 
impelled him to punish the braggarts in the way they 
invited ; but a dread of weakening the garrison, by 
flBcrificin? any of his troops in a voluntary engage- 
ment, induced him to reject the defiance. He &lt 
that the Turkish general could, with more prudence, 
flinr away the lives of a hundred spahis, than he 
coald sacrifice that of one man. 

Early on the morning of the 26th of June, a s^- 
nal fit)m M oimt Saint Stephen intimated to the 
Rhodians that the Turkish fleet was in sight. Count- 
less sails studded the Lycian Strait ; and tumult and 
wailing instantly rose from every quarter of the city. 
The gi^ were formally shut, and public prayers were 
oflTered up in the churches, imploring heaven to grant 
the victory to the champions of the Cross. This 
donCf the whole population hurried to the ramparts 
and towers to behold the terrible armametil XhaSL 
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threatened them with destruction. Four hundred sail 
sw^t past the mouth of the haven with the pomp and 
drcumstance of a triumphal pageant ; and on boaid 
^m mighty fleet were one hundred and ferty thoU'^ 
sand soldiers, exclusive of sixty thousand ser&, tarn 
from the forests of the Danube, to serve as pioneers* 
The Vice-admiral Cara Mohammed, when he ar* 
rived off the entrance of the bay, ordered his gallies 
to strike sail, and row into the port. The rowers, 
accordingly stretched to their oars, and the Rho* 
dians, conceiving their harbour in danger, rushed 
with noble emulation to the seaward bastion. But 
a few cannon-balls deterred the Turk from persever- 
ing in his bravado, and the Rhodians, proudly wav* 
ing their standards, shouted in scorn and triumph as 
ke bore away. 

The main body of the Turkish army debarked in 
a small haven about three miles eastward of the city. 
Thirteen days elapsed before the troops, ordnance, 
and military-stores were all landed ; and, in the in- 
terim, the Rhodians were greatly cheered by the ar- 
rival of Prejan de Bidoux, governor of Lango, who, 
with the Grandmaster's consent, had evacuated that 
island, and made haste to throw himself into the be- 
leaguered capital. This brave knight, who had pass- 
ed his life in war, made the voyage from Lango in 
a small pinnace, in which, at the dead of night, he 
passed safely through the Turkish fleet. He was a 
commander in whom the soldiers placed unlimited 
confidence. During the siege, he scarcely ever dofied 
his helmet ; and the Grandmaster found him as saga- 
cious in the council, as he had long been redoubted 
in the field. 

The Turks, having completed their debarkation 
and pitched their camp, debated whether they should 
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ftst lediioe the minor fortresses in the island, or im- 
mediately assail the capital. The General advocated 
&e latter course, and the regular investment of the 
eky commenced. The enemy broke ground beyond 
cannon-shot ; but in a few days the trenches were 
sufficiently advanced to admit of a battery being- 
raosedy which the Rhodian artillery speedily destroy^ 
ed. To inteiTupt the labours of the pioneers, the 
gamson made sorties, in which vast numbers of these 
defenceless wretches were slain. Dragged from their 
rustic avocations in the forests of Hungary and Bulr 
garia, they came unwillingly to the war, and, con- 
stantly threatened with flagellation and death, if they 
lemitted their exertions, they threw up works with 
incredible celerity, under the very fire of the Rho- 
dian batteries. Every discharge from the walls made 
terrible havoc among these miserable slaves, and the 
adjacent plain was strewed with their mutilated re- 
mains. Every day there was a sally ; and every day 
the trenches in which they laboured served hundreds 
of Dacian boors for a grave. 

The Turks had embarked in the expedition, in- 
flated by their recent conquest of Belgrade; but 
short experience satisfied them that the reduction of 
Rkodes was likely to prove a far more toilsome and 
sanguinary achievement. Dismayed by the terrible 
precision of the Rhodian cannoniers, and haunted by 
the -remembrance of the Sultan Mohammed's defeat 
they began to murmur ; and symptoms of mutiny 
developed themselves in the camp. In this extre- 
mity, Pyrrhus Pasha held it his duty to report to 
his sovereign the state of his army. The Sultan's 
presence alone, he said, could eradicate the seeds of 
revolt, and reanimate the courage of the soldiers ; 
md Solyman, with the martial ardour of his race^ 
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instantly marshalled a body of fifteen thousand cho* 
sen men, and repaired in person to the si^e. While 
this formidable reinforcement was on its mardiy a 
female slave, eager to recover her liberty, formed the 
daring project of firing the city, and, by that diver- 
sion, feicilitating the entrance of her countrymen. But 
a hint of the plot inadvertently fell firom an accom- 
plice ; and a number of suspected slaves were conse-, 
quently arrested, and put to the rack. Pain extorted 
from all of them, save the chief culprit, an admission of 
guilt ; but she endured the most acute tortures with- 
out flinching. Her judges sentenced her to be hanged 
and quartered along with her associates, and their se- 
vered limbs were publicly exposed, as a warning to 
the rest of the slaves to beware of cherishing similar 
designs. This woman, like Frapan the German en- 
gineer, who died the death of a male£9U^r during 
the former siege, appears to have been immolated 
on mere suspicion, and probably more as a matter of 
policy than from a thorough conviction of her guilt* 
In the present age, men shudder even to read of a 
woman suffering such a doom. How innumerable 
are the acts of error, injustice and barbarity, which the 
annals of the world embrace I 

Solyman, after a rapid march through Anatolia, 
reached Porto-Fischo, on the Lycian coast, firom 
whence his fleet carried him to Rhodes. He enter- 
ed the camp on the 2dth of August, welcomed by 
salvos of artillery, music, and martial cries ; and the 
mutineers were appalled to hear, that he came to 
decimate, or put every tenth man to death. The 
whole army was ordered to assemble unarmed on the 
plain; and Solyman ascending, with a fierce and 
stately mein, a lofty and magnificent throne which 
had been prepared for him, commanded the fifteen 



"liiomaiiML ohoseiL soldiev^ who h$A served as Im 
from Constantmople, and who' still retained 
weapons, to soisound the de^celess host 
Mb then addressed the malecontents in cont^mptu- 
oiift and wrathful language — reviling them as oow« 
mrdBf and menacing them with instant and exemplary 
■fonishment. '' I myself/' he concluded, ^^ am 
iaUy resolved here to conquer or end my days ; and 
if I dqiart from this resolution, let my head), nrf 
ieety my army and my empire, be for ever aoeuxB* 
4d and unfortunate I" . 

The moment he ceased speaking, a signal was 
^ten lo the armed soldiers, who instantly drew 
their scimitars ; whereupon the mutineers, conceiving 
diat their last hour was come, prostrated themselves on 
-die earth, and implored- mercy. Pyrrhus Paidia and 
4he other generals afiected to entreat the Sultan in 
-iheir behalf; and Solyman, who had never seriously 
laeditated a bloody revenge, agreed to forgive them^ 
4Kk the pledge that they would evince the sincerity 
of their repentance by their valoinr in the first as* 
fludt. ^' I su^nd, " said he to Pyrrhus, ^' the 
ponishment of these cowards ; but let them seek 
their full pardon in the bastions and upon the ram- 
•pnts of our enemies. *' 

This judicious display of severity and clemency 
•combinea, completely di^elled the discontent of the 
^oldieny and reanimated them with a &naticai zea). 
'They burned for an opportunity of redeeming their 
ehttacter ; and the pionecis^ protected by strong de^^ 
tM^mcnts of troops, laboui^ so inde&tigably, that 
they ^>eedily carried their works -as &r as the coun- 
A treacherous Jew within the city having 
Solyman that the shot from his batterie> 

VOIm II. jx . J 
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merely grazed the battlements, and flew harmless over 
the ci^9 his cannoniers, though ignorant of the moderm 
method of lowering their guns, endeavoured to rec- 
tify the error. The same spy also warned him, 
that the knights were able to overlook his camp 
inm the lofty steeple of Saint John ; wh^^upon » 
battery was raised against it, which beat it down. 
In order the better to command the city, which was 
literally buried in fortifications, the pioneers were 
directed to raise two cavaliers ; and in the course o£ 
a few days, two immense hills of earthy ten or twelve 
feet higher tbaA the walla, rose over against the bas- 
tion of Italy, between the posts of l^ain and Aibs 
veigne. As the cannon :on the bastions completely 
commanded the site of these hills, the pioneers were 
swept away, gang after gang, by the shot incessantly 
hailed on them ; but these poor slaves were of no 
value in the estimation of their task-master, who 
recked not how many of them perished, so the place 
were won. Nor were the Rhodians more care&l of 
their Mohammedan captives. They exposed them, 
without compunction, to the fiercest fire, wherever 
their services could avail in strengthening the for- 
tifications ; and, on one occasion, a hundred and 
twenty of them, who were engaged in forming bar- 
ricades and intrenchments, were assailed, under an 
erroneous impression that they were in a state of re- 
volt, and cruelly massacred. As in the former siege, 
several huge guns, called bombards, projected enor- 
mous stones into the heart of the city, which, fedling 
on the houses, sank down to their foundations. The 
Grandmaster narrowly escaped being crushed beneath 
one of these terrible projectiles, which, however, 
proved rather objects of terror than of danger, as 
during the whole siege they only killed ten men* 
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'•- The sultan's first attack was made on the post 
of the German knights ; but the Rhodian cannon 
sneedily demolished the batteries raised against it. 
He next attempted to batter the Tower of Saint 
Nicholas; and here, again, he beheld his guns 
dismounted, and his batteries ruined, by the fire 
of the valiant band that defended it. He adopt- 
ed ^e stratagem of burying his cannon and ga- 
bions in the sand during the day, and replanting 
diem on the platform at night ; and by this means a 
bteadi was made in the western wsdl, but not to 
saoh an extent as to encourage an assault. Seeing 
a new waU erected by the garrison, spring up behind 
the ruins of that which he had just demolished, 
and aware that the troops of his predecessor Mo- 
bammed had been repeatedly foiled in their attacks 
en this fortress, he again moved his batteries ; and 
day and night, for a whole month, his vast train 
pliiyed incessantly on the principal bastions. In 
this torrible cannonade, the knight de Barbaran, 
lAio commanded at the post of Spain, was killed by 
a round shot ; and John d'Omedes, his successor, 
k)at an eye fiom a musket-shot a few days after- 
mods. On the side of the Turks, the Master of 
the Ordnance, a renegade deeply skilled in military 
soenoey had both his legs carried away by a cannon- 
bdl ; and, at the same moment, five soldiers were 
killed by the splinters of a plank which it shattered 
in its flight. 

Hitherto the warfare had been confined to an al- 
most incessant interchange of heavy shot. The 
enonnous battering train of the besiegers had beaten 
down many parts of the waUs, and shattered every 
bastion ; but still they had not gained an inch of 
ground - within the regulai defences of the place* 
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The bulwarks of Italy and England 'were reduced "to 
masses of ruiiL ; but wherever the fortifications had» 
sustained irreparable dazoage,. barricades and iu'r 
trendiments had been constructed within them ; and 
these new works could only be carried by regular 
assaults. Solymahy who held the lives of his pioneerft 
as of no valu^ ordered them to fill up the ditchi 
with stones and earth ; but the Rhodians, by means 
of the casemates, removed, by night, the rubbish 
which their enemies, who laboured under a murder- 
ous fire,, cast in during the day. Corps of Turk- 
ish miners were at the same time busily emplajF-* 
ed at various points; and the engineer Martiniga 
is said to have countermined no less than thirty- 
two mines — ^the existence of which he discover- 
ed by means of subterranean, chambers, and othec 
ingenious contrivances. Notwithstanding his vi- 
gilance, however, die English bastion was effectually 
sapped; and on the fourth of September, twelve 
yards of the wall were blown up, with an explosion 
that shook the city like an eartliquake. The ruin» 
were sufficient to fill the ditch ; and several English 
knights, who manned the bastion at the moment^ 
were overwhelmed beneath them. The Turks^ 
who were under anns waiting the cesult, no soon-* 
er saw a breach laid open> than, shouting their 
battle-cry, they ru^ed, sword in hand, to the as- 
sault. While the Rhodians were yet struggling 
in the smoke and dust arising from die spring- 
ing of the mine, the Moslems gained the sum- 
mit of the bulwark, planted several ensigns on it^ 
and would have carried it, but for an intrenchment 
which unexpectedly obstructed their advance. While 
they yet hesitated on the brink of this defence, the 
knights, recovering from the panic into which the e^ 
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j^osion had thrown them, and headed by the Grand- 
master, who ni^ed fitnn the altar of Saint Mary cX 
Victory, before which he had just been prostrated^ 
fiirioui^y diarged the Turks within the bastion. 
Covered by showers of musket-balls, grenades, and 
other missiles, and grasping a short spear commonly 
used in scalades, L'Isle Adam fought his way to the spot 
where the Tuikish banner flapped lazily in the smoke 
<if battle, and with his own hand dashed it to the earth. 
The Tuiks, quailing before the onset of the knights, 
lost the advantage they had gained, and, casting 
themgelves headlong down the breach, fled in confu- 
aon towards their trenches. They were met in 
their flight by an avenger not less terrible than those 
from whom they sought to escape. Must^ha Pa- 
■ dia, who had watched the assault &om his own lines^ 
BO sooner saw his troops begin to give way, than he 
hurried forward with fresh battalions to their sup- 
port ; and in his rage slew the foremost of the fugi' 
lives with his own hand. This prompt punishment 
turned the tide of the battle. Mingling encourag- 
ing exclamations with bitter reproaches, he led the 
Kcreants back to the breach, and the renewed as^" 
9Bult became deadlier than the onset. ** All mens 
ears, " says the historian, * '^ were filled with the 
thundering of the shot, the noise of trumpets and 
drums, and crying of men. " Christian and Turk 
gncpfM. each other in mortal combat, and the poni- 
ard often despatched him whom the sword and bul- 
let spared. Struck down in hundreds by the Rho- 
dian musketeers, and incapable of a more protracted 
struggle, under the incessant shower of grenades, 
itoiMB, and fire which descended on them^ the 

• K;noUa%ToL lt^99^ 
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Turks again gave way. In vain did their genenl 
lift up his terrihle voice. They fled badk to their line» 
in incontroUable panic, and the Rhodian artillecy 
swept down whole ranks in their flight. Upwards of 
two thousand Turks, including three sangiacksy fell 
in this bloody assault. Of the Order, there were 
dain, the general of artiUery, Guyot de MarselhaCy 
the Chevalier de Mauselle, who carried the Grand- 
master's standard, and forty-eight knights, — ^ all 
men, ** say the Chroniclers, ^^ worthy of immortal 
£mie. " A musket-ball tore out both the standard- 
bearer's eyes, and but for the intrepidity of Emeri- 
Rujaulx, a knight of Auvergne, the ensign would 
have been taken. 

The disastrous result of this assault did not de* 
ter Pynhus Pasha from making a similar effort to 
carry the bulwark of Italy. Having harassed its de- 
fenders for many successive days with a terrible 
cannonade, he stormed it with a strong body of troops 
at day-break, on the Idth of September. Overcome 
with continual watching, the knights within the 
bastion had relaxed their vigilance ; and the breadi 
was carried, and the sentinels slain, before the clan- 
guor of battle awoke on the ramparts. The Italians, 
on discovering the advantage which the enemy had 
gained through their supineness, made a gallant ef- 
fort to regain the groimd they had lost. The Tuiks, 
however, maintained themselves with great resolu- 
tion. Pyrrhus advanced in person to the very edge 
of the ditch, and, while superintending the assault 
from that exposed position, the governor of Negro- 
pont, a young Turki^ Emir, renowned for his valour, 
and in great esteem with his prince, was struck 
dead at his feet. The arrival of the Grandmaster 
with a body of chosen knights, decided the Strug- 
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^e. A second attack which Pyirhus made with a 
Arong. corps de reseroe at a different point, was 
equally, unsacoessful, and his tr6ops instantly retired 
to tbnr lines filled with despondency and dismay* 
. These saocessive repulses, added to the discon- 
tent which again began to prevail among the sol- 
dieiy, made the Tuikish generalissuno tremble lest 
hia .sovereign, with the sanguinary policy of his 
Medeoessors, should make h^ head atone for the 
wasters that had tarnished his arms. Holding 
itprefisiable to die in the breach, rather than by 
die bow-string,, he concerted a joint assault vrith 
Adbmet Pasha, which, by dividing the £:)rces, and 
distracting the attention of the Rhodians, appeared 
Ukely to leave both the points which they intended 
to attack imperfectly defended. Accordingly, on 
the 17th of September, at die head of five batta- 
lions, Mustapha again sallied out of his lines against 
the Englifih bastion. In the same moment that the 
besi^ed discovered his advance, Achmet Pasha sud- 
denly sprung two mines which had been carried un- 
dber the bastions of Auvergne and Spain, and, fiivour- 
<d by the consternation which these explosions oc- 
ceaoned, the storming parties threw themselves into 
die breadies, and mounted boldly to the assault. 
Shiitained by the intrepid example of their general^ 
Mustapha's battalions, though g^ed by a murderous 
fire, fought their way to the intrenchments within 
the English bastion, and planted several ensigns up- 
on them. Exasperated at this indignity, the Eng- 
lish kni^ts, headed by their commander John Buck, 
end supported by Prejan de Bidoux and Christo- 
pher VflJdner, commander of the language of Ger- 
Biany, made a sortie fix)m behind their defences, and 
Coned the fiDranos^ of the Turks to recoil. The. 



teMi 



62 VILLIERS DE l'iSLE ADAM, : 

arriyal of Musta{^ with a reinforcement renewed the^ 
coi^ijCt ; and could he Jiave animated his troops 'wifth 
theindoniitdik hitawtj thsl; austained -himself in this, 
sangiiiiauury atrife, BiicMles viould thiMt.day havB^tteo! 
the cnascrat ^umphant ron her loAi^at fattlqmgnt, 
Bui in vain did he ffing hinself into the ihiokint of lh»^ 
lyUtley and cheer on his Aoldiers to ccufeeion the.&tel. 
a^onn which the cannon of the bastion, the wall-pieQBB 
that scouried the faneochy and the musketry in lear td: 
die intnenchments, directed against them. Ihey aa^ 
gvdedneither his menaces nor his..cheeor8 ; 'and:iii their : 
headlong flight, they dragged him invc^untariiy aloBg' 
with th«n over the breach^ Achmet Pjsba was equal-, 
ly importunate in hie attack. The mine sprung tm- 
der ,the buiwadk of Anyeigne took vent and £d na 
injury ; but that which exploded under the hastioa •£ 
Spain made a .practieable breadb, and, through ihis^ 
the assailants instandy entered. The Spanish knightar 
received them on the ruins, and kept them bcavdj 
at bay with musket-shot, until the kiught du Mesnil» 
cqrtain of the bastion of Auvergne, had time to bring 
his guns to bear iq)on the very centre of the Turic-^- 
ish battalions. Dauntless as the Jamzaries vtrere^ 
they could not support for any length of time this- 
tenable cannonade; and, like their brethren in the 
bastion of England, they abandoned the assault and 
fled. This enterprise cost the Turks three thou*^ 
sand men. On the side of the Order, several knights^ 
chiefly of the languages <^f England and Germany, 
lost their lives, and, among others, the valiant com<^ 
menders John Buck and Christopher Valdner. The- 
latter tore two Jtandards from the Ottomans in the- 
brunt of the battle, and retained them till his death. 
The knight, Prejan de Bidoux, ailer having killed 
ssvma] Tucks vith hisown haiu^ lecerwd a ginilfiii 
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fliiot in rile neck, irom viiidi, however, he happily 
lecocvseied. 

- In a. council of war-itbich iBdyman aasembled my* 
mediately subeequent to this r^ulse, Mustapha pc6i» 
seated ininself with the port of a nuui vrhom adyer^ 
nty had humbled, but nmo atill did not despair of 
ritimate triumph. He auggestod a general assault, 
and Solyman agreed that it should be hazarded. The 
d4th of September was the day appointed for this 
■emomble attack ; and as a pr^ude, the bastions of 
£i]^|hind, Spain and Auvergne, were again expos* 
ed to a tremendous cannonade. Throughout the 
pieoeding night, the Turkish camp resounded with 
the clang of weapons and the pattering of hurried 
and restless feet ; and the Rhodians, who knew too 
well what these signs portended, kept anxious watdt 
with their mail unbraced. The Grandmaster repair«< 
ed in person to all the vulnerable posts, and exhort- 
ed their de£enders to keep in constant remembrance, 
that, though their walls were rent and battered, they 
had still their weapons, and that, though victory 
might be denied them, Rhodes, the bulwark of Chxis- 
landoni, would be a glorious grave. To the citizens^ 
whom he found congregated in trembling groups^ 
he spoke of their wives, their maidens, and their in- 
violi^ hearths ; and the men, gathering courage 
6om his bold port and cheering voice, solemnly bade 
each other farewell, and, with protestations that the 
Tuiks should only enter the city over their bodies, 
hastened to the ramparts. 

With the dawn, the Turkish artillery opened on 
every quarter in one wild unintermitting roar, and, 
veiled by the sulphureous haze that enveloped the. 
whole circuit of the ramparts, the Turkish army 
nnhedto the assault, and with savage cries Qotered; 
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at once the bulwarks of Italy, Spain, England, Pro- 
yenoe, and Auvergne. Solyman watched the battle 
from the summit of a wooden tower which com* 
inanded a view of the whole arena ; and his Jani^ 
saries, aware that they fought under the eyes of thek 
youthful sultan, and stimulated by the proqiect o( 
plunder, flung themselves proudly into the shattered 
works. The Rhodians sustained the attack with 
equal firmness and pride. Every man, whetiier 
priest or citizen, able to bear aims, was stationed on 
the walls ; and those whom age or infirmity inca|MH 
eitated horn serving as soldiers, assisted the women 
and diildren in carrying stones, fire-hoops and bc^ 
ing pitch to be cast down on the assailants. Tlie 
hoops, girt with wildfire, and skilfully flung into 
the centre of the Turkish battalions, often endosed 
sevend victnns in the same flaming girdle, whik <]» 
pitdi, dashed down in bucketmls, penetrated to thefar 
very bones, and compelled them to fling away their 
arms, and quit the conflict with yeUs of agony and 
despair. 

Mustapha Pasha, though he had been thrice re* 
pulsed fi-om the English bastion, again led the al» 
tack on that post. Its principal defences were in 
rains, but the devoted men within it were not to 
be panic-struck by the destruction of walls and 
ramparts. The Turkish leader's lieutenant, an o^ 
fioer of high reputation, was killed by a cannon-ball 
while in the act of planting an ensign on the breachy 
and the assailants, who were struggling behind hin^ 
saw his body roll past them a mutilated mass into 
the ditch* The posts of Italy and Spain were a»» 
sailed with equal impetuosity, — ^the former by Pyrrhus 
Padia, the latter by the Aga of the Janizaries. Both 
tbe EaghA and the Italians were sorely pressed; and 
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uliile the Grandmaster, with his chos^i phalanx, was 
oideavouring to give them relief, a wild cry ran along 
the walls that the Spanish bulwark was taken, and, 
to his unspeakable dismay, he beheld no less than 
thirty Xurkish pennoncels displayed upon it. This 
•zploit had been achieved, not by the bravery of the 
Mwu'lants, but by an altogether fortuitous event. The 
Aga, at the b^inning of the action, had directed his 
operations against a part of the fortifications to the 
i^^t of the bulwark, under an impression that the 
bastion itself was too strong to be carried ; and the 
I^Mnish knights eager to be in the heat of the bat- 
tle» rushed to the place where the danger seemed 
most imminent, leaving only a few sentinels to de- 
fend their special post. These sentinels, with a si- 
Biilar laxity of discipline, quitted their stations to as- 
sst in the removal of some pieces of ordnance to 
•DO^er position ; and in the mean time, a body of 
oowardly Turks, who had sheltered themselves from 
the cannonade by skulking under the ruined parts of 
the bastion, hearing all quiet within it, crept out of 
their hiding place, and, ^^ like tall fellows, " says 
Knolles, scaled the breach. Having gained the sum- 
ait undiscovered, they cut the cannoniers to pieces^ 
tore down the Christian ensign, and obtained pos- 
aession of the whole fort. The Aga, informed by 
their triumphant shout of the conquest they had so 
uoexpectedly achieved, lauding them as valiant men, 
instantly ordered a powerful body of Janizaries to 
their support ; but the cannon on the bastion of Au- 
VMgne so completely swept the breach by which 
these succours tried to effect an entrance, that few 
survived the attempt. At the same time, the Grand- 
master, followed by a band of valiant knights, scaled 
the inner &ce of the bastion, while the Commander de 
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Bourbon entered it by the casemate, and a band of 
Cretan mercenaries burst in at a gate which the Turks 
had neglected to secure. Assailed on every side, 
llie cravens, who had won and held the fort for near^ 
ly two hours, instantly* gave way. Those who es* 
CBped the sword precipitated themselves headlong 
Over the breach ; and the Grandmaster, having seen 
the Christian standard replanted on the bulwark, has- 
tened back to the point where Achmet Aga still 
pressed that part of the works called the post of 
Spain. There the conflict continued to rage with 
undbated fury. New adversaries incessantly sprung 
into the breach in the stead of those whom the 
Christians hurled back corpses into the ditch ; 
and the Grandmaster, seeing the troops who had 
to sustain this desperate attack, worn with silt 
hours' constant fighting, drafled two hundred men- 
and several knights from the Tower of Saint Nicho- 
las to their relief. This reinforcement, rushing fredi 
into the battle, was the portent of victory. The ais- 
sailants abandoned the breach, and fled towards their 
own lines ; and Solyman, descrying from his lofly sta- 
tion that the attack had failed at every point, sounded a 
retreat. In this terrible assault, fifteen thousand 
Turks, including several commanders of renown, 
were lefl dead in the breaches and at the foot 
of the walls. The loss of the Rhodians, consider- 
ing the limited strength of the garrison, was also 
great. Many valiant knights perished ; and there 
scarcely remained a man wearing the Cross of 
the Order who had not received a wound. The 
knight John le Roux had his right hand carried 
away by a cannon-ball, but not till he had struck- 
down seven Turks in fair battle. It is recorded^ 
Ast, in the heat of the conflict, a Greek female of 



requisite beaut^jr, instigated by umdty and afieedon^ 
;rtiiiioned herself on the bastion in which her prof 
.tector, a Dalmatian offioM*, fought, and had th& wir 
waj of seeing a Tudfi^ ball strike him dead at her 
feet. In. her distraction, she rushed back to the 
Jiouse in whidi she had left, her two children, stdbr 
bed diem with her own hand, and then, arrayed ia 
iheir &ther's habiHments,^ and grasping his sword, 
mBL wildly to the breach, and fell, fighting with more 
than masculine bravery. * 

The disastrous issue of this assault brought down 
<m Mustapha Pasha the whole fury of his sovereign's 
^vrath. Reviling him as a Mae counselor and flat^ 
terer, who had advocated the war to the di^onour 
4>f the Ottoman arms, Solyman, in his rage^ ad- 
judged him worthy of death, and ordered the sen»- 
lence to be carried into execution in presence of the 
whole Turkish host. No man durst venture to de^ 
precate the monarch's vengeance, lest, it should dor 
wend on his own head ; and the troops, drawn up 
.in battle-array, beheld the leader, whom th^ hcv- 
noured for his valour, led out to die under his com* 
jrades' arrows. But at the moment when the. signal 
■«£ death was about to be given, . Pyrriius Pa^dba^ the 
Biost venerable of the counselors of the youldiful 
prince, stepped fbrwacd, and earnestly implored hin^ 
for the sake of his own renown, to spare a servmvt 
who had in nowise merited so rigorous a punishment. 
Pyrriius had been the governor of Solyman in hiis 
youth, and sdll retained a great, influence over him«; 
bat he had overrated, that influenae> when he im»- 
gined that he could ooeroe him in a moment of fU- 
mooM excitation. Jealous of his authority, and eib- 

*■ Rottkr,. MimmteHM d$ MhodtMt p. 136. 
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asperated to find, that there existed a slave in Ub em* 
pite who had the presumption to impugn his decrees^ 
Solyman cpumed the gray-haired suppliant from hit 
fety and commanded that he should suffer the sama 
death. On hearing this terrible decision, aU- the 
oCh» Pashas postrated diemselves before his thronei 
and besought him to reverse so unjust a sentenea. 
Moved by their intercession, Solyman granted the 
culprits their lives — Pyrrhus being pardoned oeten* 
sibly on account of his great age, and Mustapha foit 
the aske of his wife, who had the blood of Othman 
in her veins. Mustapha was subsequently ajmoint* 
ed Governor of Egypt, and left the camp whue the 
siege was yet in dependence. 

Curtoglu, Admiral of the Turkish fleet, was treat* 
ed with still greater severity — not because he had at* 
tempted too much, but because he had attempted 
nothing. While the land forces were pressing the 
si^, he lay idly in the mouth of the haven, — sakif^ 
fled that it was not to be entered with any chance 
of success, and that he performed his part well, 
when he furnished a constant supply of provisions 
and warlike stores for the camp. But Solyman, 
conceiving that he had not only manifested a disin- 
clination to encounter danger, but had also, through 
negligence, allowed warlike munitions to be intro- 
duced into the city, sentenced him to suffer a cruel 
death. The mediation of Achmet Pasha mitigated 
his punishment — ^if mitigation it could seem in the 
eyes of a man accustomed to a lofty station, to be 
subjected to receive one himdred stripes from the 
lash of the common executioner, on the poop of his 
own galley, and then to be thrust ignominiously 
out of his command. 

The last bloody assault had sickened Solyman of 
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the war; and he seriously contemplated a zetieaty 
idhen the assurances of an Albanian deserter, that th^ 
city was not only untenable, but that the bravest of 
its defenders were killed or wounded, induced him to 
perserere. To dishearten the besieged, who calcu- 
lated on the stonns of winter breaking up his camp, 
and driving his fleet into more sheltered waters, h« 
ordered a palace to be erected on Mount Philerme, 
as if he were resolved to fix himself, at all hazards, 
permanently in the island. He also, at the sugges* 
tion of Adimet Pasha, who succeeded to the dbief 
eoBunand on Mustapha's degradation, became more 
careful of the lives of his soldiers ; and endeavoured 
to adiieve, by scientific skill, that triumph which 
brute force had fiiiled to accomplish. The bastion 
of Spain continued to be the favourite point of at- 
tmk. ; and a furious cannonade, which lasted for se- 
veral days, reduced it to a complete ruin — nothing 
being leh uninjured, save the Jaiisse-brai/ey or bar« 
bacan. In the race of a deadly fire from the walls, the 
tie&ches were carried forward as £u* as this woik ; and 
a wooden gallery, covered with raw hides, was erected 
to shelter the pioneers from the showers of boiling 
pitdi and oil thrown from the rampart, while they raa 
mines into the heart of the fortifications. In the 
course of his ingenious attempts to circumvent these 
operations, the engineer, Martinigo, was deprived of 
an eye by a musket-shot, which entered a loop-hole 
through which he was engaged in reconnoitring the 
enemy's works. His wound was at first regarded as 
mortal ; and, as his military skill had been the chief 
stay of the city throughout the siege, the prospect of 
his death struck every heart with dismay. He was 
carried to the Grandmaster's palace ; and, by the 

1 
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time he was able to letum to his post^ the sMggfe 
mis nearly ended^ 

Assault foUowed assault^ and aigbin and' again wsie 
tlie bastions of Provenee, Italy^ Spain and England^ 
strewed with tuibaned dead; So ^lormous were tbd 
breaches m ^e bastion of England, that a whole bat- 
talion conld have entered^ it in battle-array ; yet sliill 
the besieged presented, with their mailed breasts, aa 
insramomitable barrier to the Turkish- lances. MaiM 
exploded into countermines ; and, amid these sub^ 
termnean horrors, man grappled man in deadly stiift^ 
perishing ais proudly in the bowels of the earthy aft 
on the summit of the ramparts. The Rhodians had 
dwindled to a hand^ ; but their hearts were stm 
elatCi For thirty-foiu: successive nights, the Grand* 
master had a piJlet spread for himself behind the 
intrenchment on the Spanish bastion, where he lay 
in the pride of his veteran renown, constantly ready 
to fling himself into the battle. Truly is it said^ 
that man is very strong and very formidable, when 
he contemns, in an honourable and just war, all per* 
sonal considerations. 

In this, as in the former siege, the excited mindft 
ef the populace were constantly on the alert to de* 
tect treason within the walls. Prior to the general 
assault on the 24th of September, a Jewish physi* 
cian, who had been discovered shooting an arrow^ 
with a letter tied to it, into the Turkish camp, and 
was afterwards tortured into a confession of guilty 
suffered an ignominious death. Now suspicion^ 
exaggerated by the imminence of the danger, look* 
ed round for a nobler victim ; and the Chancellor 
D'Amaral was the object it selected. A constitu- 
tional arrogance tarnii^ed the character of this un<* 

fortunate knight, who had grown gray in the battles 

2 



of the Order ; and the moment the finger of detrain 
tion pointed him out as a traitor, evetv waaiao. 
vhose pride he had outraged eagerly appUed him* 
lelf to discover proofe of his guilt. Blaise* Diasy 
one of his attendants, was observed to repair, daj 
n&er 4ay, at unseasonable hours, with a bow in h^ 
hndy to the post of Auyeigne ; and this being re^ 
ported to the Grandmaster, the menial was airested* 
and his conduct subjected to a judicial scrutiny* 
His judges, dissatisfied mth his answers, recom- 
ided the torture; and -at the first twitch, he con? 
tjuit he had been employed by his master to 
throw Ueasonable letters into the Turkish lines. 
O^ this evidence the Chancellor was imprisoned i^ 
the Tower of Saint Nicholas, and brought to a fbr- 
inal trial before two Ghrand-crosses and the civic mar 
giatracy. He was confronted with Diaz, who per* 
aiated in his deposition ; and a Greek priest, a 
ehqplain of the Order, confirmed it so &r, as that, 
pn one occasion, he had observed the Chancellor 
and this man skulking in a nook of the fortifica* 
tions, with a cross-bow, and quarry or square ar* 
lOVTy having a paper £sistened to it, as if anxious 
to shoot it into Uie enemy's camp. Diaz inore- 
amf swore, that it was entirely at the instigation 
of B'Amaral that the Sultan had invaded the idi« 
sod ; and that he had been in secret correspond- 
ence with the Turks from the day in which L'Isle 
Adam was elected head of the Order — an assertion 
which obtained the readier credence, from the circum- 
stHOjBe of D'Amand having been heard to declare at 
that time, with the bitterness of foiled ambition, that 
Jlhodes would never have another Grandmaster* 
D'Amaral repelled these allegations with soonu 
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Duusy he protested, was a &lse villain, who, 'be* 
oauae he had- been justly punished fer & aehsA of 
detinoiMiiceSy sought,- out df revenge, to swear away 
his lite. H« adimtted the expression that had -been 
jreauaciiated to his crimination, bat ascribed it sokBty 
io his want of coiifideace in the courage and-^abfii^ 
ties of the knight fiho had rivalled him in the esli- ^ 
nation of the Order. Notwithstandii^ Ihs intr^wd 
port and honourable station, his judges sabjectii 
ed him to the cruel indignity of the rack; but 
it only extorted from him a proud dedarationy thirty 
after forty years of honourable service under • the 
banner of the Cross, he would never, to e8Cii|ii 
a few bodily pongs, stain his renown b]p attesting 
himself capable of so base a crime. -His i^ipeala 
were made to men who were firmly persuaded of his 
guih ; and both master and servant were adjodg^ 
worthy of death. Dias was hanged, but the Chni^ 
o^or was sentenced to the more honourable doon 
of decapitation. Judgment was passed on him in a 
full assembly of the Order; after ^which, he wa* 
fltrif^)ed of the habit of » knight^ and eons^ed to 
the secular authorities, who, next: day, carrwd hahi 
publicly in a chair to the place of execution. He 
met death with the fortitude of a martyr ; and ^tuen 
exists not, in the whole records of his tragical itory^ 
a single circumstance that discredits the infertnce^ 
that he filled a martyr's grave. ; 

Hitherto the Rhodians had been supported by -a 
hqpe that the Kings of Europe would not leaM 
thcsn unsuoooured in their extremity ; but when tht 
winter drew near, and the navigation of the adjacent 
•ea became dangerous, they found themselvee neee^ 
attated to admit the bitter conviction, that on tM^ 
0WD efforts alone were they to place their tMHit 
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Europe was agitated by the wars of the two greatest 
Potentates of the age — Charles the FifUi of Ger- 
■nny, and Francis the First of France ; and, with 
•mguinary tumults so much nearer home to occupy 
their attention, the Christian Princes unanimously 
left Rhodes to its fate. The Cardinal Julio die 
Medicis made an effort to interest Pope Adrian the 
Sixth in behalf of the forsaken knights, but with- 
out success. Adrian, though a good man, was a 
ipeak Prince, entirely devoted to the Emperor, who 
had advanced him to the Papal chair ; and, instead 
of sending such forces as he could spare to uphold 
the banner of Saint John in the Levant, he march- 
ed all his troops to assist his bene&ctor in cl^asing 
the French from Lombardy. Disappointment, too, 
tftended the attempts of the knights-commanders 
of -the Order resident in Europe, to relieve their 
besieged brethren. Two ships, laden with stores 
inm Marseilles, were lost in the Tuscan Sea ; and, 
IB the same storm, a vessel with succours from 
England, commanded by Sir Thomas Newport, was 
ilsD cast away. Several other disasters of a similar 
Isscription conspired to dishearten the garrison, who 
OBUsed the very elements of being in a league a-* 
linst them. 

In the mean while, Achmet Pasha, on whom So- 
um had devolved the direction of the siege, re- 
nted his batteries against the Italian and English 
tions, and completed their destruction. Having 
■need his trenches to the base of the walls, and 
oed a covered way with huge beams of timber, 
or which his pioneers wrought in safety, he ran 
nines so deeply into the works, as to demolish 
intrenchments, by which means he permanently 
lished himself on the platform of the Italian 
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bastion. To obstruct his further advance, the Grand- 
master demolished the churches of Saint Pantaleon 
■nd Notre Dame de la Victoire, and formed new 
defences out of their ruins. Several sangmBary bui 
indecisive combats foUowed. At length, a mine wrt 
sprung, with fatal precision, tmder the bastion of 
Spiain ; and to prevent the knights from raising new 
defences in rear of the vast breach whidi the explo^ 
sion effected, incessant discharges of round-E^ot wet* 
poured into it for twenty-four successive hourSb 
Next day (SOth November), the Turks advanced in 
great force against the basticm. Their ensigns glil* 
tered brilliantly in the morning sun, and they chcmd 
each other to the onset with warlike shouts and song* 
of victory. A similar attack was made on the Ita^ 
lian baedon ; and the Turkish fleet, at the soda 
time, sailed proudly to and fro before the haven, ai 
if about to assail the seaward defences. Warned of 
their danger by the tolling of the bells and the roar 
of die cannon, the Rhodians rushed to their posts 
with the fury of despair. The Turks had no longer 
walls to surmount ; but they found in their stead a 
rampart of devoted breasts, against which they vainly 
dashed themselves. In the midst of the conflict 
the sky was overcast, and the clouds poured down 
toirents of rain upon the combatants. Happily for 
the Rhodians, the flood washed away the shoulder^ 
work of the Turkish trenches, and exposed them to 
the cannon on the bastion of Auveigne. The de- 
alTuctive Are whidi immediately opened from this 
post, supported by the deadly vollies of the mns- 
keteers who covered the breach, speedily choked it 
with mutilated bodies. The Rhodians, who b^ 
peved the last day of their liberty arrived, fought 
with the desperation of men who had sworn not t« 
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outlive its extinction. The whole city awaited in 
trepidation the issue of the conflict. Every house 
resounded with woman's plaintive cries, and every 
altar was watered with her tears. The Turks had 
commenced the assault confident of vibtory, and ever 
and anon their fierce war-shouts mingled with the 
foar of the battle. Dreadfully galled by the Rhodian 
fee, they at length recoiled, and the knights shouted 
cniltingly in their turn as they saw them retire. Not 
•ven the certainty of instant destruction could dri^v^ 
Ae Ottomans from the breach, chased by that deri- 
•i?e cry. Once more they turned their lances to- 
tpards ^e corse-strewn gap, and entered it with im- 
petuous bravery ; but again the same deadly shower 
iknick them down in bleeding heaps. Achmet 
eould support the scene of slaughter no longer, and, 
with a heavy heart, he ordered the retreat to be sound- 
6Ay leaving in the breach and ditch upwards of five 
dioosand men. 

* This repulse filled Solyman with such desponden- 
0ff that for several days he refused to be comforted, 
aod shut himself up in his tent. Achmet, though 
trembling at the hidden &ce of his prince, relaxed 
BOt his efforts to work his way into the heart of the 
dly. The Rhodians, he saw, were prepared to frill 
Id s man ; but even on that desperate condition he 
IbMw he might calculate on the victory. He kept the 
besieged constantly occupied with skirmishes and 
afaurms, while at the same time, multitudes of pion- 
eers laboured incessantly within the works which he 
had taken, and gradually ran their trenches so &r 
into the town, that the Rhodians gave up the de-^ 
fence of their shattered walls, and pulled down the 
houses behind them to make new fortifications. Still, 
#veo the bravest of the Ottomans shrunk firom at- 
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tempting another general assault ; and at the sugges- 
tion o£ Pynhus Pasha, who had resumed his mfln^- 
ence over the Sultan, Solyman agreed that the be^ 
aeged should be invited to capitulate. Hieronymo 
Monilio, a Genoese, who chanced to be in the Tmk- 
ish camp, was intrusted with this ser^ce. He present- 
ed himself before the bastion of Auveigne, and, on 
being recognised as a Christian, was requested to de- 
clare his mission. He refused to deliver it openly ; * 
but stated, that he would make it known verbally, or 
by letter, to Matteo de Via, one of the principal citi- 
zens of Rhodes. Upon hearing this, Francis For^ 
Dovi, a French knight of a choleric disposition, who is 
reputed to have shot, with his own harquebuss, from 
the top of Saint George's Tower, no less than five 
hundred Turks during the siege, moved with indigna- 
tion, bent his deadly tube on the envoy, and, telling 
him that the knights of Saint John never treated with 
the Infidels but sword in hand, warned him to aban- 
don all hopes of any such conference. Monilio re- 
tired ; but two days afterwards he again presented 
himself before the walls, as the bearer of a packet 
from the Sultan to the Grandmaster. The Grand- 
master, aware that many of his bravest soldiers had 
begun to speculate on the propriety of a surren- 
der, refused to receive the letter, lest his so doing 
should strengthen the desire for negotiation. The 
sentinels were instructed to pay no regard to signals 
of parley, but to fire on every person who approached 
the fortifications from the Turkish camp. 

Had the maintenance of this heroic position rested 
solely with the Grandmaster and the majority of his 
knights, Rhodes would have been their grave. But 
< 

* Knolles, vol i. p. 899. 
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9Qfiw^did k coiBoe ^be geQerally- known mib$ 
|)mI Uie enemy were disposed to negotiate, thim 
gfOlie. representations w«re made to the Grand- 
ir diat the ofier should be accepted. The po- 
4e> .being chi^ Greeks, held mutinous cabals, in 
b ^hey agreed, that, though it might be perfectly 
Qiing and proper for the khights to perish at their 
if it was better for the citizens to save their lives 
Iprtunes, by submitting to the Ottoman yoke. 
f . empowered their metropolitan to remcmstrate 
ijm Grandmaster in their name ; and that pre* 
•Qcordingly pointed out, in very moving terms, 
IfpfeQtUtion that would inevitably &11 on the city, 
the knights to hold out until the Moslems en* 
; it over their lifeless remains. The Grandr 
K^ in reply, dismissed him with the declaration, 
be and his brethren were resolved to be buried 
f. breach and in the last intrenchments ; but next 
jrtfaer deputies renewed the remonstrance with a 
letation, that if he longer neglected the preser* 
Q of the inhabitants on such terms as die £oe 
9 to offer, they would adopt measures of their 
to ensure the safety of themselves and &milies. 
kd by this menace, the Grandmaster referred 
natter to the council ; and three merchants pre- 
d to that assembly a petition, bearing the sig- 
les of all the principal citizens, praying that their 
hand children might not be exposed to the fury 
imtality which invariably characterized the Turk* 
)ldiery in successful assaults. The council, be- 
inswering this petition, ordered the command* 
of the principal posts to report as to the stata 
e defences ; and, in particuliu*, the engineer Mar* 
o, who had recovered from his woundsufficiently 
$ able to resume bis duty, and the Grand Prior of 
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Saint Giles, were required to deliva a eandid o 
num. Both these knights agreed timt the place i 
no longei' feAaUe. The Turks, fh«y saidy wete 
•n^dy established within the waUs^'-^die flower of 
Rhodian forces had perished-— ^Uid a doith of p 
visions and ammunition would speedfly corape 
iilirrender, even though thiey should determikw top 
struct the struggle by making every house a bvlwa 
-^n short, it was their decided conviction that 
•next assault would be triumphant. This dedarafe 
tietermined the counc^ in favoiff of n^otiatioiK 1 
Orandmaster alone stood up ki the midst of the 
sembly, and entered his pl*otest against ft, on the 
gument, that it was th^ duty, as the tfwom du 
pionB of the Cross, to eotirt a holy and gloti 
death. This the whole m^embers of the couacil 
.j nkitted to be true ; and, with one accord, prodai 

j od their re^inesB to lay down their lives in hoM 

able battle for the cause to which they were sdem 
devoted. But they maintained that they had 
title to expose the citizens to certain slaughter, i 
their wives und maidens to violation and bonds 
Overcome by this aflfecting consideration, the Graa 
master bowed his veneraJble head in silent acqui 
ctence ; and it was decreed that the overtures of pe 
should be accepted. 

In accordance with this determination, the n 
friendly signal frotn the Ottoman camp was ansli 
ed by a oorree|K)nding one from the city ; and I 
Turkish officers of rank kieftantly presented the 
selves at one of the gates, and silently delivered 
the Prior of Saint Giles and the Bailiff Marti 
go, who advanced to meet them, a letter from i 
8ultan to the Grandmaster. Solyman, while 
held out profiere oi clemency, provided the pi 
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e immediately surrendered, menaced a genend 
ncre in case he were compelled to enter it at 
point of the gword ; and the council at once 
)6d to exchange hostages and receive bis propo- 
. Anthony Grol^e, standard-bearer of the Or- 
^ and Robert Peirucey, Judge of Rhodes, both 
len of great gravity, and skilful in the Greek 
Toe," were despatched to the Turkish camp; 
la the Turks, on their part, sent into the city a 
r kinsman of Achmet Pasha, and Solyman's 
f dragoman. As the dragoman, notwithstand- 
fals office, knew no language save his own, he 
accompanied by an Epirote ren^ade, a man of 

Lwit, and completely conversant with the Greek, 
sh, and Italian languages. Solyman received 
Christian deputies with proud courtesy. He 
ged himself, in the event of Rhodes and its de- 
WBcies being surrendered, to permit the knights 
lepart with the honours of war to a Christian 
iftiy ; and with this answer Perrucey was sent 
: to the city, while the standard-bearer was de- 
id and treated with marked distinction in Ach- 
Pasha's tent. The message of Perrucey in- 
id the council to send two other deputies to the 
kith camp, who demanded three days for consi- 
tion ; but the Sultan, dreading the arrival of suc- 
a from Europe, returned for answer, that they 
t eiUier accede to immediate negotiation, or pre- 
fbr a fresh assault. Some historians assert that 
man acceded to the truce, and that it was broken 
lie impetuosity of the French knight Fomovi, 
, in a fit of rage at seeing the Turks lounging in 
le companies under his guns, discharged a volley 
lund shot into the midst of them. On this, se- 
. Christian prisoners deprived of their hands, ears^ 
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and noses, were sent back to the city with a 
to the Grandmaster, that for this imquitoas vioktio 
of the truce, he diould be flimihuij mutilatwi >< 
an ja9Uin]Je.to posterity. This tenilde nniwicii.^w 
ioSlowed by sacoesBiYe disduuges fix>m the Tmldi 
batteries, and the Rhodian cannoniers also lemmg 
their fire ; though, for kck of ammunkion, their gm 
were but kzily worked. . r 

Meanwhile, a sort of reaction had taken plaeeM 
mong the inhabitants of Rhodes. A band of yanm 
Gredu presented themselves in a tumultuous rnaoM 
before the Grandmaster, and demanded that the n 
gotiations should bebrdi:en off. They prefiarredip 
rishing, they said, with arms in their hands, to beu 
hewn to pieces after capitulation, like the citim 
of Belgrade. The Grandmaster, who knew weU ho 
to estimate this vain-glorious language, answCR 
gravely, that he was rejoiced to find so many bnn 
men of his own way of thinking, and that he truaU 
they would not forget that they stood pledged i 
bury themselves in the ruins of the city, when tl 
hour of doom arrived. When the Turkish batteii 
began to play again on the shattered walls, thai 
braggarts were summoned, by the sound of a trumpc 
to repair to the advanced posts, and to remain the 
constantly under pain of death. One craven wl 
disobeyed this order was hanged, as an examples 
his companions ; and firom that time discipline w 
more easily maintained. 

; On the 17 th of December, the Turks made an a 
tempt to dislodge the Rhodians from a position whk 
they still maintained in the Jausse^brai/e of the Sp 
nish bastion. After a sanguinary conflict, which lafl 
ed nearly a whole day, the enemy were once ma 
driven back to their lines. Next day, however, d 
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Ottomans renewed the assault ; and, borne down by 
munbers, the knights were at last compelled to aban- 
don the bastion, and retire into the city. Filled with 
oonstemation at the immediate prospect of having 
their hearths violated by a merciless soldiery, the ci*- 
tisens forgot the momentary ardour that had induced 
than to resume their arms, and implored the Grande- 
master to renew the negotiations. L'Isle Adam, who 
saw that longer resistance would only bring down in- 
dignity and destruction on the trembling multitude, 
consented to adopt their su^estion ; and deputies 
were acc(Nrdingly despatched, with full authority to 
arrange the terms of smrender. Solyman received 
them, surrounded by his Janizaries, all cased in 
glittering armour; and it reflects imperishable ho- 
nour on him, that the conditions he imposed were 
of the most magnanimous and clement description. 
The principal stipulations were, — ^that the chmrches 
should not be profaned — ^that no children should be 
taken from their parents — ^that the citizens should be 
aHowed the free exercise of their religion — ^that every 
person, whether knight or citizen, should be at li- 
berty to quit the island — ^that those Christians who 
remained, should pay no tribute for five years-— 
that the knights should* depart in their own gaUies, 
and be supplied with additional transports from 
the Turkish fleet, if they required them — ^that they 
ihould be allowed twelve days from the ratification 
of the treaty, to embark their property — that that 
property should include relics, consecrated vessels, 
records and writings, and all the artillery employed 
en board their gallies — and that the Turkish army 
flhoold, in the interim, retire several miles from the 

2^ and only four thousand Janizaries enter it. In- 
■tf of the TudaSf it was simply conditioned, thai 
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Rhodes and its dependencies, including the Castle 
bf Saint Peter on ihe continent, should be 8urrendei<- 
ed; and that, in pledge of his sincerity, the GrnmcU 
master should deliyer up as hostages, tiven^*five ci 
^e principal citizens, and the same number of 
kni^ts. On the subscription and ratificotton ei 
the treaty, the hostages repaired to the Tuikiib 
camp ; and the Aga of the Janizaries, at the hmk 
of a chosen body of troops, entered the cify, wa/jt 
l^anted his sovereign's banner in the stead ot tli^ 
Christian standard. 

While this humiliating ceremony was taking dImm^ 
a mighty fleet was descried in full sail lor the lilaBi; 
andy for a short ^paoe, the Rhodians were tortOTMi' 
with the idea that they had voluntarily deUvwed^ 
themselves into the hands of their enemies, at lli»- 
very moment succours from the West were about to 
bemend them. The Turks, impressed with dread 
that the fleet in sight was really a Christian arma- 
ment, stood to their arms ; but, as it drew near^ the- 
Sultan recognised his own flag, and remembered thati 
in a moment of despondency, he had summoned fresh 
troops from the frontiers of Persia to press the si^ge. 
Had this reinforcement arrived at an earlier period^ 
the Rhodians could scarcely have made so honour^ 
able a capitulation. Had it been a Christian expe- 
dition despatched to their rescue, the hour of their 
surrender would have been embittered, by the con* 
sciousness that another week's resistance would have 
placed them in a condition to contemn the fiercest 
assaults of the Turkish host. 

Historians difler as to the manner in which the 

treaty pf capitulation was observed. It appears to 

have been neither strictlv kept nor grossly broken, but 

to bare been infringed m a &^ Uvnal ^particulars bf 



F0RTf*SEC0KO GRAKDMAdT£R. 88 

rurkish soldiery, whose insolence 6ven the dread 
lear Emperor's vengeance could not entirely re^ 
1. On one occasion, a hody of Janizaries, ac- 
d by a desiie for plunder, committed several 
iy outrages ; but a threat from the Sultan, that 
Aga's head should answer for their insubordi* 
H, prevented a general spoliation. Glory was 
man's idol ; and there exists no doubt that he 
mxious that the knights should propagate ovet 
Stendom a £ivourable report of his clemency 
inviolable faith, as well as of his warlike renown. 
» days after the treaty was ratified, the Grand- 
&[ was invited by Achmet Pasha to repair to 
Turkish camp, and be introduced to his Con- 
or. L'Isle Adam at first refused to subject him^ 
to so painful an interview ; but, holding it un- 
to incense an enemy who, by a single word, might 
rminate the Order, he, afler some hesitation, 
on a plain habit befitting a vanquished man, and 
snted himself, with a few attendants, before the 
erial tent. The day was tempestuous; and 
Idsh pride exposed the heroic old man to the 
Bmency of the weather for several hours, without 
ring him the smallest refreshment. At length, 
irds evening, a splendid robe was flimg over him, 
he was admitted to the Sultan's presence. For 
ne, the two warriors eyed each other with pierc^ 
Ranees. The venerable and majestic port of the 
ndmaster, won the admiration of the youthful 
H3t ; and he magnanimously requested his intei^ 
er to console the Christian chief with the as- 
nee, that even the bravest of men were liable to 
>me the sport of fortune. He invited him, at 
same time, to embrace the Mohammedan fidthi 
tttbet his sorvice^ since the Chrifitiaxi ^wnniK 
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who had abandoned him in his extremity, did not 
merit the aUiance of so redoubted a chief; and, by 
way of a bribe, promised to advance him to 4i 
fa^est dignities in his empire, and make him 
tme of his chosen counsellors. The Grandmas^ 
4er answered, that were he to dishonour his gray 
hairs hy becoming a traitor and ren^ade, he would 
only show how unworthy he was of the high opinion 
which his conqueror entertained of him ; and that 
he would iax ra&ier retire into obscurity, or part with 
life itself, than be accounted a recreant and ^^ostate 
by his own people. Solyman dismissed the venerablb 
knight with honoiu* ; and his attendants carried back 
with them each a magnificent garment, in token of 
the Sultan's fevour. Some diayB afterwards, SoItp 
man entered the city, and repaired to the Gfand- 
master's palace. L'Isle Adimi, overcome by this 
unexpected condescension, attempted to humble him« 
0elf at his feet ; hut the generous Moslem declined 
the homage, and graciouSy saluted him by the title 
of *' Father. " Lisle Adam acknowledged the ho« 
nour, by thanking God, that, since Rhodes had fidlen, 
. it had fallen before the arms of so merciful and no* 
ble-minded a prince. As Solyman left the palace, he 
said to Achmet Pasha, who was in attendance, '' It 
is not without regret that I drive this unfortunate 
old mai}, full of sorrow, from his home* ** 

The departure of LTsle Adam, and the small 
body of knights who survived this memorable siege^ 
was expedited by a report that the Sultan was about 
to quit the army for his capital. Dreading to be 
left, at the mercy of the officers whom he might lm99 
in command, the Grandmaster ordered the kni^ifii 
to. repair on board their vessels without delay. ib§ 
mimikfUion took phu;e at night; and fiiur thouiiod 
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Christian natives followed the Order into exile. The 
moans and lamentations of these wanderers resound- 
ed throughout the city— even the sternest knights 
iMre overwhelmed with grief at bidding an etonal 
fivewell to the sacred walls whidi, for upwards of 
two hundred years, had presented an impregnable 
barrier to the Ottoman arms. L'Isle Adam alone 
had sufficient fortitude to hide his grief. Amid the 
MMifasion that prevailed, he issued his orders with 
die same tranquillity as if he had been despatching his 
gallies to gather fresh laurels on the waves. Amurath, 
ton of the unfortunate Zizim, who had long resided 
in Rhodes as a pensionary of the Order, expressed the 
greatest desire to accompany the expedition; but, 
chough he made several attempts to elude the vigilance 
tf the Turkish emissaries who were in search of him^ 
he found it impossible, and the Grandmaster had to 
leave him to his fate. He was subsequently arrest- 
ed, with his four children, and brought before his 
puissant kinsman. It was Solyman*iB ardent desire 
that the world should consider him a clement king ; 
but the fratricidal spirit of his race was not thoroi^h- 
It subdued, even in his magnanimous bosom. He 
demanded of his prisoner, whether he were still num- 
bered among the Faithful ; and when Amurath in- 
trepidly answered, that he and his children were fol- 
lowers of Christ, he sternly ordered the hapless apos- 
tate and his two sons to be strangled. They were 
eaucuted in presence of the whole army, to prevent 
enocessful impostive in their name in after times ; 
and two girls, whom this sanguinary act lef^ or- 
phans, were sent to Constantinople, and immured in 
the old seraglio. There is but too much reason to 
conclude, that Amurath and his family were pur- 
poeely excluded from the benefit of the ca^ilxilaxvow^ 
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and that they fell victims to a cruel policy, i^e disf> 
honourable to the vanquisher and the vanquished. * 
History, however, has &iled to duronide the fiictf 
from a desire, probably, to tranonit the laurelled mape 
of L'Isle Adam to posterity without a stain. 

L'Isle Adam, like a true &ther, embarked the km 
of his sorrowing band. He fixed his head-quartem eni 
board the great carrack ; and on the morning of tbfi 
Ist of January 1523, the fleet, consisting of about 
fifty sail of all description^, put to sea. It waa an 
hour of wo, but the wanderers departed not inwo- 
laced. They looked their last on the shattered 
towers from which the &te of war had driven thenv 
supported by the consciousness, that, thou^ Rhodes 
had passed from under their sway, their protract- 
ed resistance had conferred the ikme of victory evQQ 
on defeat. The Turks, in token of respect for tha 
vanquished, refrained from de&cing the armorial inf 
signia and inscriptions on the public buildings of the 
city ; and, to this day, they venerate it as place wor^ 
thy of being held for ever holy and illustrious in th^ 
estimation of mankind. 

* Rottujr — Monumetu de Mhodes, p. 140. 
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le Order ; and the moment the finger of detrac- 
pointed him out as a traitor, every minion 
18 pride he had outraged eagerly applied him» 
to discover proo& of his guilt. Blaise Diaz, 
of his attendants, was observed to repair, day 
day, at unseasonable hours, with a bow in his 
J to the post of Auvergne ; and this being re- 
id to the Grandmaster, the menial was airested, 
his conduct subjected to a judicial scrutiny. 
Judges, dissatisfied with his answers, recom- 
wd the torture ; and at the first twitch, he con- 
1 that he had been employed by his master to 
f treasonable letters into the Turkish lines, 
this evidence the Chancellor was imprisoned in 
Tower of Saint Nicholas, and brought to a for- 
rial before two Grand-crosses and the civic ma- 
icy. He was confronted with Diaz, who per- 
1 in his deposition ; and a Greek priest, a 
ain of the Order, confirmed it so far, as that, 
ine occasion, he had observed the Chancellor 
this man skulking in a nook of the fortifica- 
f with a cross-bow, and quarry or square ar- 
naving a paper fastened to it, as if anxious 
loot it into the enemy's camp. Diaz more- 
swore, that it was entirely at the instigation 
TAmaral that the Sultan had invaded the isl- 
and that he had been in secret correspond- 
with the Turks from the day in which LTsle 
n was elected head of the Order — an assertion 
h obtained the readier credence, from the circum- 
« of D' Amaral having been heard to declare at 
time, with the bitterness of foiled ambition, that 
des would never have another Grandmaster, 
maral repelled these allegations with scorn* 

3L. II- B 
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tenable position, and maintained, that any ganisoa 
that might be sent thither would certainly be delivered 
into the hands of the Moors of Tunis, if it escaped 
starvation. These were not very encouraging pic- 
tures ; but the prospects of the knights did not war> 
rant the rejection of the Emperor's donation, how- 
ever repulsive and perilous the exile to which it con-^ 
signed them. 

To the details furnished by the commissioners, it 
is almost unnecessary to make any addition. Malta 
— ^the Melita of Scripture — ^lies in the bosom of the 
Mediterranean Sea, about fifty miles southward of 
Sicily, the nearest point of Europe. Its first inha* 
bitants were of Carthaginian origin; and, to this 
day, the Maltese language, which is a corrupt difc 
lect of the Arabic, blended with Italian, is supposed 
to bear an affinity to the Punic tongue. From the 
Carthaginians it passed to the Romans, who, in turn, 
gave place to the Goths, and these, again, to the Sa* 
racens. lu 1090, it was recovered from the Infidels by 
the Norman adventurers who had settled in Calabria. 
It afterwards became an appanage of the German 
Emperors, firom whom it was taken by Charles df 
Anjou, King of Sicily, who, in turn, was dispossess- 
ed of it by the troops of Spain ; and, after being 
repeatedly bought and sold for the convenience 
of its rulers, was finally granted to the Knighta 
of Saint John, by the Imperial act of donation. 
These transferences, conjoined with its exposure to 
the descents of the Saracen and Turkish rovers, had 
completely desolated the island and its dependencies,, 
and the unpoverished inhabitants could barely pro- 
vide themselves with the necessaries of life. In the 
yeax 1516> only fourteen years prior to its cession 
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lO; the Ejiighta of Saint John, all the revenue whidi 
the Imperial governor could wring from it, was 
larty-one ducats.* Under these circumstances, the 
generosky of Charles appears of a very niggard de- 
scription ; and when it is considered, that, by 
planting the champions of the cross on these sterile 
locks, he threw a buckler of proof between the Infi- 
dels and his Sicilian possessions, his benefaction 
dwindles down into a selfish and contemptible gift. 

On the confirmation of the grant by the Pope, 
the Grrandmaster despatched two distinguished com- 
Humders, to receive investiture from the Viceroy of 
Sieily) which was conferred in the Emperor's name. 
These knights afterwards proceeded to take posses- 
sioD of the new territories, along with six commis- 
sionon nominated by the Viceroy, who installed the 
oommander, Aurelio Botigella, temporary governor 
and captain-at-arms of M^ta. The castle of Saint 
Angelo, which commanded the most commodious 
port of the island, was delivered up to the comman- 
der Piton and a company of infantry ; and, soon after- 
wwds, a small squadron carried a number of knights 
to Tripoli, which was intrusted to the government 
of Gaspar of Sanguessa, a veteran knight, who had 
leodered himself renowned by many heroic actions. 

While these matters were in progress, the Grand- 
master, at the head of the convent, removed from 
Viteibo to Syracuse in Sicily, as a preparatory step 
to the final transportation of the Order to its new 
asylum. The return of the commissioners was a 
signal for him to expedite his departure ; and he was 
on the point of embarkation, when he learned, with 
dismayy that the Viceroy of Sicily was instructed 

* JBoisgelin. 
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not to permit the necessary supply of corn 1 
shipped, withoat paying the full exportation di 
and that, at the same time, the privilege of co 
money in his new possessions did not come m 
i.1 the limits of the Emperor's donation. Ai 

former restriction was a virtual sentence of st 

tion on the islanders, who foimd it impracti 

t to raise grain, and the latter a type of I 

j age, the council was disposed to spurn them 

•1 the islands together; but the Grrandmaster, 

I his usual prudence, despatched two ambassadc 

^^ discuss the subject verbally with the Emp 

' ' and, through their exertions, supported by tl 

» presentations of the Pope, Charles was prei 

upon to concede the points to which they obj< 

"Diis matter adjusted, the Grandmaster and Mi 

lowers, including the remnant of the Rhodian i 

who had accompanied the convent in its wa 

ings, and were subsisted firom the treasury o 

Order, embarked for their new country. Th 

the Maltese channel is barely fifty miles wide 

fleet did not cross it without danger. A d 

ful storm overtook it on the voyage — one galle] 

dashed to pieces on a reef, and a carrack was st 

ed. The Grandmaster's fortitude almost des 

him, when he beheld the sterile and misei 

peopled rock to which a hard destiny had c 

him, and which contained no edifice superioi 

fisher's hut, save a dilapidated and almost u 

able fortress. The natural riches of Rhodes 

com, wine, and oil — its forests — its fleets — ^its ni 

ous rich dependencies, dwelt on his memoiy 

painful tenacity-^making his new retreat look an 

n-om the contrast. Nevertheless, he had passed thi 

too many vicissitudes to SAik m\.o d^^i^^k* He 
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•iiwdiately threw up a few defences round the insig- 
nificant casal which had risen under the. guns of the 
OBStle of Saint Angelo, and at the same time marked 
out a position for his feture capital. Thus, in the 
4aid ot 1530, after a pilgrimage of seven years from 
^eir expulsion from Rhodes, were the soldier-monks 
f£ Saint John deported to an inhospitable rock in 
•die bosom of that sea which had for centuries borne 
dwir victorious flag; and henceforward were they 
most popularly known as the Knights of Malta. 

It was at this time, while L'lsle Adam and his 
knights could not refrain from bewailing the severi- 
tj of their lot, that the project of surprising the 
town of Modon in the Morea was revived. The 
eommander Bosio, with whom it originated, had» 
before his death, secured the connivance of two 
Greek renegades who held appointments of trust in 
tiut city ; and the correspondence with these men 
had never been entirely suspended. Though the 
treasury was but ill able to fit out an expedition, the 
Grandmaster, supported by the hope that victory 
would put it in his power to transport the convent 
pennanently to the Morea, strained every nerve to 
render the armament effective. His age, and the 
necessity of his remaining to superintend the works 
in progress at Malta, prevented him from personally 
anuming the command ; and he therefore devolved 
it on the knight Salviati, Prior of Rome. Besides 
the flower oi the Order, the armament included a 
considerable body of veteran mercenaries, hardened -in 
all the atrocities of the Italian wars. The squadron was 
reinforoed by a galley from Sicily, and another from 
Grenoa ; and also by two armed vessels, commanded 
by a famous privateer called the Viscount de Cicala. 
A young Greek named Scandali, son of oiie o( \^ 
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renegades on whose co-operation the knights rieliedy 
was also employed in the enterprise. 

The Prior of Rome put to sea in the middle of 
August 1531, and arrived without disaster off the 
island of Sapienza, which covers the port of Modoik 
As had previously been arranged, his Httlc fleets 
striking their masts, ran into a secluded roadstead 5 
and two spies, disguised as merchants, were aeat 
into the town, and soon returned with the two 
renegades. Notwithstanding these traitors spohe 
sahguinely of the enterprise, the Christian leader 
held it prudent to have better authority that it 
was practicable, than their bare asseveration; and 
three knights, disguised in the same manner as the 
£rst messengers, accompanied them back to gain 
information. Scandali, one of the renegades, who 
commanded a tower built on a mole for the protec* 
tion of the harbour, introduced the spies into that 
fort, and showed them not only how it might be 
taken, but how, with the connivance of his bro* 
ther-traitor, one of the city gates might also be se- 
cured. The spies returned to the fleet with a &• 
vourable report ; and on the following evening the 
attempt was made. 

At sunset two feluccas, one of them commanded 
by yoimg Scandali, stood boldly into the harbour* 
They were apparently laden with timber ; but under 
the planks, which were intended to assist the de- 
barkation, were concealed several knights, and a 
number of soldiers. Through the contrivance of 
Calojan, one of the renegades, who was superintend- 
ant of the port, they entered it without molestation ; 
and the elder Scandali having succeeded in intoxi- 
cating the few Turks who garrisoned the tower of 
the mole, it was occupied by the Christians, iriiik 
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mvenl of the Janizaries were put to death without 
alarm. At daybreak, a gate of the city was forced. 
■The drowsy guards, who had just opened it, were cut 
down ; and the Christians, to the amount of about 
three hundred, rushed into the place, ^en one 
of the feluccas instantly fired a signal gun, to 
mam the Maltese general to hasten to sustain the 
atsaiknts with all his forces. Had the three hun- 
dred men, who thus flung themselves into the 
heart of the city,- availed themselves, with com- 
noo discretion^ of the advantage which surprise 
gavit them over the slender garrison, Modon had 
been taken. But, instead of pressing onward to 
the castle, where the governor was stationed, the 
soldiers, fencying the city already in their power, and 
aoenstomed to the predatory character of Italian war- 
fivBy^ instantly dispersed, to indulge in pillage and 
lapine* While thus engaged, the governor, speedily 
instructed of the insignificance of their number, as- 
sailed them at the head of all his troops, and, at the 
same time, despatched swift messengers to summon 
succours from a distance. A sanguinary combat en- 
floed ; both parties fought with desperation ; for the 
knights, though the odds were fear£illy against them, 
relied on the timely arrival of their admiral to the 
nscue. Unhappily, a tempestuous wind had pre- 
vented the signal-gun &om being heard by the fleet ; 
and it was past noon before Salviati, informed of 
what was passing by a ^ist-sailing bark, despatched 
by young Scandali, immoored and stood into the 
harbour. He found the conflict still raging; and 
his arrival so iai decided it, that the governor was 
driven back into the castle. The knights were pre- 
paring to cannonade that fortress, when several squa- 
drona of Turkish: cavalry, who had been s^xEosxiOT^ 
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£rofn a distance, threw themselYes into it by the k 
ward gate; and information was at the same t 
conyeyed to the Maltese leader, that six thonsi 
in&ntiy were adrancing from a camp in the inter 
This intelligence, followed as it was by a deqiei 
sally from the castle, determined him to abandon 
enterprise; and his troops, infuriated by their 
pulse, gave themselves up to outrage and phuu 
In this spoliation, the knights themselves, to tl 
dishonour, did not scruple to share. The booty < 
ried off was immense, and several hundred woi 
were torn from their &milies and made slaves. ( 
Turkish girl, of exquisite beauty, fell into the ha 
of the rover Cicala, who carried her to Sicily, wl 
he had her baptized, and made her his wife. Fi 
this union ^rung Scipio Cicala, a renowned adi 
turer, who, after passing through many vicissitun 
assumed the turban ; and, as a Turkish command 
: 1 amply revenged the sack and desolation of his i 

tiler's home. 

The unsuccessful issue of this expedition, wl 

entailed a serious pecimiary loss on the Order— 

the booty was appropriated entirely as private ] 

perty — determined the Grandmaster to settle per 

i> ucntly in Malta ; and henceforward he devoted h 

self assiduously to the improvement of that isla 

I The standard of Saint John, however, did not L 

remain frirled. Though a serious misunderstand 

subsisted between the Pope and the Emperor ; 

Grandmaster, in regard to the nomination of a c 

didate to the vacant bishopric of Malta, wli 

! led to much acrimonious debate, the whole tl 

' concurred heartily in the propriety of a deac 

oa the Turkish coast ; and a powerful combii 

fket, commanded by the famous Andrew. Do 






FORTT^SfeOOKD GRANDMASTER. Ill 

Ihoiiee of Mclfi, accordingly put to sea. The sqnai* 

dnm o£ Saint John was commanded on this oo 

awion by the Chevalier Salviati^ the same knight 

mho had headed the unsuccessful attack on Modon. 

On the arrival of the fleet off the coast of the Mo** 

Nm Salviad, eager to wipe away the disgrace of hit 

Irte defeat^ urged Doria to storm Modon ; but, as 

ainnder was the grand object of the expedition, and 

indeed the only security the soldiery had for pay, 

ibt prc^sition was scouted, on the ground that the 

|ikK» had been too well gutted the preceding year ; 

and it was determined to assault Coron, the ancient 

Corone, a . weakly fortified city, situated 'on the 

gnH of the same name. Doria, accordingly, ran into 

lim goMf landed his troops, and moored his great 

ahips and gallies abreast of the place, the walls of 

winch quickly crumbled down before his cannon. 

Two land-batteries having effected a breach, a Spa* 

niflh regiment advanced to the assault, but was 

lepulsed, and three hundred soldiers left dead in 

the gap. Reinforced by the Priors of Rome and ^ 

Anveigne, at the head of two hundred knights and 

five hundred stipendiaries, the remnant of the Spa* 

nish battalion again rushed to the attach. The lad* 

dfln, which the knights planted against the walls, 

pRnred too ^ort ; and they had to scramble into the 

bnach on each other's shoulders — galled the while by 

muketry and cross-bows, missiles and Greek fire. 

Shouting the name of Saint John, their £ivourite 

war-cry, they gained the top of the wall, and dis* 

pkyed on it the great standard of the Order. It 

aas the signal of victory ; and the whole army rent 

the air with an exulting cry, wliiie the inhabitantSy 

legaiding the city as taken, hung out a flag of truce, 

aS agreed to a capitulation. The Tuilu m%se «Xi* 
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«mpted from pillage ; but by a crael, yet, in th 
<lays, not unusual clause, the houses of the J 
ish part of the population were abandoned to 
troops. The conquest of Coron, in which ] 
ria left a garrison, was followed by that of Pat 
and of several minor fortresses on the western c 
of the Morea ; after which the combined fleet 
parated, and the di£Perent squadrons returned to i 
ter in their respective ports. 

Early in the following year (1532) the squadi 
reunited, and steered directly to the retief of Coi 
^ which a famous corsair had blockaded, by Solymi 

orders, while an army invested it by land. Cove 
by the guns of the great carrack of Saint Jc 
which led the battle, an attempt was made to th 
succours into the place ; but it proved futile, 
brought on a general engagement. For a time, 
issue of the conflict was extremely doubtful. 
M Turks fought with great fury, and repeatedly boa 

ed the ships and gallies of their' adversaries, 
length, victory declared for the Christian flag ; 
after destroying or dispersing the Turkish fleet, ] 
ria threw into Coron the necessary supplies with 
further molestation. 
|} While the combined fleet was contemplating i 

^ conquests, the Maltese squadron was recedled to p 

tect its own territories, which were threatened, 
common with the coasts of Sicily and Malta, v 
a piratical visit from Barbarossa, one of the n 
redoubted corsairs of Barbary, who, with an an 
ment of eighty-two gallies, scoured tha circumjac 
; sea. At the Grandmaster's suggestion, the recc 

of the Order were sent to Sicily as a place of gre 
safety ; but when the council, out of consideral 
for his advanced age^ proposed that he also she 






FaRTT-SECOND GRANDMASTER. liB 

'letiie to that island, the illustrious old man nobly 
answered, that he would never set so base an exam- 
ple to his knights, for the sake of adding a few days 
to his life. Happily, Barbarossa's attention was di- 
verted to a different quarter ; and the Grandmaster 
was enabled to prosecute his plans for the improve* 
ment of the island, and the better regulation of the 
Order, which nearly eight years of wandering had 
somewhat disorganized. The chapter which notified 
the necessity of immediate reformation, however, was 
dishonoured by a brawl which ultimately involved the 
whole brotherhood in a disastrous contest. A Floren- 
tine gentleman, one of the prior of Rome's attend- 
«nts, having quarrelled with a young French knight, 
challenged him to fight, and slew him. The imde 
of the deceased, who was a knight commander, con- 
ceiving his nephew to have come unfairly by his 
death, collected a few friends, and, having encoun* 
tered the Florentine along with others of the Prior's 
suite, drove them at the point of the sword into their 
patron's palace. The Prior's whole establishment^ 
which amounted to sixty persons, instantly espoused 
ihe Florentine's cause, and sallied forth with arms in 
their hands to avenge him. The French knights 
were indiscriminately assailed ; some were slain at 
the first onset, and several wounded ; and the broil 
soon became a declared war between the language of 
Italy and the languages of France. The latter de- 
manded justice at the hands of the Grandmaster; 
and the Prior of Rome was ordered to punish the 
guilty ; but Salviati, proud of his influence with the 
reigning pontiff, who was his near kinsman, and dis« 
posed to regard his adherents as the injured party, 
contented himself with sending the most unridy a- 
numg them, under airesti on board his galley. The 
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French knights, exasperated at this proceeding, set 
discipline at defiance, and, boarding the Prior's gal- 
ley sword in hand, sacrificed £our of the culprits to 
their wrath, and returned with shouts of triumph to 
their quarters. This was an outrage which the pridb 
•of Salviati could not pardon ; and he not oidj nl^ 
lied round him the whole of the Italian knights, bat 
secured the support of the languages of Arragon and 
Castile. The French knights, warned of this canfinf 
deracy, besieged the Prior's palace, and were reoeiml 
with discharges of musketry by the inmates. The 
•Bailiff of Manosque, at the head of a strong body 
of troops, ultimately suppressed tlie tumuh; anm 
next day, twelve of the ringleaders were publicly da» 
prived of the habit of the Order, while several of the 
more turbulent and stubborn, who contemned the 
authority of the council, and manifested a disposi* 
tion to perpetrate new outrages, were thrown aliw 
into the sea. * 

The loss of Rhodes itself scarcely affected the 
venerable L'lsle Adam more than this domestic war- 
fere ; and, oppressed with melancholy, his health ra^ 
pidly declined. To increase his despondency, Henry 
the Eighth of England, having come to an open nip* 
ture with the Pope, in consequence of the Pontiff's 
steady refiisal to countenance the divorcement of 
Catharine of Arragon his queen, commenced a fierce 
and bloody persecution against all persons in hii 
dominions, who persisted in adhering to the Holy 
See. In these circumstances, the Knights of Saint 
John^ who held themselves bound to acknowledge the 
Pope as their superior, at whatever hazard, did not long 
escape his ire* The power of die Order, composed 

* Bofiio. 
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i| wis of the chivahy of the nation, while the Prior 
of London sat in parliament on an equality with 
the first baron of the realm, for a time deterred him 
from openly proscribing it ; but at length his wrath 
blazed ibrth in an ungovernable flame. The knights 
Inglev, Adrian Forrest, Adrian Fortescu, and Mar- 
maanke Bohus, re^ng to abjure their &dth, perish- 
ed on the scaffold. Thomas Mytton and £dii?ard 
Wald^rave died in a dungeon ; and Richard and 
Junes Bell, John Noel, and many others, abandon- 
ed their country for ever, and sought an asylum at 
Malta— completely stripped of their possessions. In 
1534, by an act of the Legislature, the Order of 
Saint John was abolished in the King of England's 
dominions ; and such knights as survived the per- 
secution, but who refused to stoop to the conditions 
offered them, were thrown entirely on the charity of 
their brethren at Malta. Henry offered Sir Wil- 
liam Weston, Lord Prior of England, a pension of 
a thousand pounds a year ; but that kni^t was so 
overwhelmed with grief at the suppression of his 
Order, that he never received a penny, but soon af- 
ter died. * Other knights less scrupulous became 
pensioners of the crown. 

LTsle Adam received the En^ish refugees with 
die tenderness of a father, and generously offer- 
ed them that consolation in their proscription . of 
whidi he himself stood in need. But the care and 

* Sir Williain Weston was buried in the chonceL of the old 
«bnrdi of Saint James, Clerkenwell, where an altar-tomb, in 
th» avchitectnral style of the age, was erected over his remains. 
Ha was represented on it by an emaciated figure lying upon a 
a winding-shfet, ( Vide Mslcolm's Londoniom Rsdivivmn) ; 
and in 17^9, when ciicunistanoes oocasaoned the grave to be 
opened, his mouldering remains wete found in a state not nn- . 
like the fig^ire upon the tomb. — BrayUjft JLondonioiia) v<JU \. 
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anxiety to which the rigorous measures of the Eing! 
of England gave birth, bent his gray hairs in sor- 
row to the grave. A violent fever deprived him of^ 
the little remains of vigour which were yet left him ; 
and on the 21st of August, 1534, he expired. In 
him the Order lost the most illustrious Grandmas- 
ter it had ever possessed. His reign of thirteen . 
years, was marked by a continued succession of • 
perils and disasters ;' but his bravery, his wisdom, 
his fortitude, his clemency, and his devotion to. 
his Order, threw a radiance even over reverse. The 
knights laid him in the dust, with filial sorrow ; and 
the simple epitaph, ^* Here Ues virtue triumphant 
over misfortune I " was inscribed upon his tomb. * 

Peter Dupont, a Piedmontese knight, succeeded 
L'Isle Adam as Grandmaster. He was resident at 
his bailiwick of Santa Euphemia in Calabria, at the.- 
time of his election, and, being stricken in years, was 
with difficulty prevailed on to accept the digni^. 
The honour was indeed a burdensome one for infirm 
shoulders ; for a series of revolutions had occur- 
red among the piratical states on the coast of Bar- 
bary, which threatened the nearer shores of Christ- 
endom with desolation. To explain these, it is ne- 
cessary to give a brief outline of the history of two 
remarkable men, by whom they were principally 
effected. Home and Hayradin, sumamcd the Bar- 
baro8sas or Redbeards, were natives of the island of 

* As an instance of tbe mutability of fortune, it is worthy 
of note, that the noble family from which L'Ible Adam was de- 
scended, continued to exist in France at the end of the seven- 
teenth century, but so reduced in circumstances, that a gen- 
tleman of the name became a common carter in the neighbour- 
hood of Troye in Champagne, in order to support his latber-i* 
jD'Art tie verifier lea Dates* 2 
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Mitylene, who, in their in&ncy, had abandoned the 
hundble home of their ^ther, and devoted themselves 
to a maritime life. At first, a single brigantine was 
all their fortune ; but a succession of daring and in- 
fiunous piracies soon enabled them to equip a small, 
squadron, which, swelling by degrees, ultimately 
became a potent fleet. The hme and success of 
these redoubted brothers, whom nothing could dis* 
unite, and who, scorning alike the alliance of Frank 
an^Moslem, boasted that they were good friends 
to the sea, and enemies to all who sailed on. 
it» drew to their flag all the rovers of the Levant* 
A cavil war having broken out in Algiers, they in- 
terfered as mediators and aUies, and, by treachery 
and the bowstring, despoiled the reigning prince 
both of his kingdom and his life. Home, suppor- 
ted by his troops, took upon himself the title of 
King ; and to secure his usurped dignity, offered 
to hold it as a tributary of the Emperor Solyman — 
an o£Per which that potentate, who had long been . 
desirous to extend his supremacy to the coast of Bar- 
bary^ eagerly accepted. Stimulated by this triumph > 
to attempt other conquests, the pirate prince carried 
hia anns with equal success into the adjacent terri- 
tory of Tremezen, which was under the protection 
of Spain, but was, in turn, besieged in the capital of' 
that principality by the Spanish governor of Oran. 
TTie Spaniards, exasperated at the injuries inflicted ■ 
OD their vassals, speedily reduced the fortifications 
to ruins ; and Home, seeing further resistance im- 
possible, stole from the city by a subterraneous pas- 
sage, and endeavoured to escape into the desert at 
the head of fifteen hundred men. This flight was 
instantly discovered by the Spaniards, whose hot 
pursuit he tried to slacken, by scattering the iw^ 
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sure with which he had provided himself in theit* 
route. Nevertheless, his pursuers overtook him oki 
the banks of th^ river Huexda, where, scorning a pU^ 
sillanimous surrender, he turned on them like a uoh 
at bay, and, after slaying several Spanish offioere 
with his own hand, fell, like a warrior, with aD his 
Mlowers round him (1518). * Hayradin, his bro- 
ther succeeded him as King of Algiers ; and his name, 
in common with those of his lieutenants, Sinan a 
renegade Jew, and a Caramanian, known by^Sie 
atm^ cognomen of Devil-drivery soon became the 
terror of the whole Mediterranean. Struck by the 
&me of his exploits, the Sultan Solyman conferreid on 
Hayradin the command of his whole fleet, as the per- 
son best aUe to compete with Andrew Doria, the ad- 
miral of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and the great- 
est naval captain of the age. Devil-driver, imitating 
his superior in his exploits, surprised Tachora, a 
town in the vicinity of Tunis, and became in some mea- 
sure independent. From thence he carried his aims 
to the walls of Tripoli, and raised a fortalice within 
cannon-shot of that fortress, and in such a position as 
completely to overlook the harbour. Enraged at this 
insolence, and the loss of two brigantincs which he 
had captured, the knights, who garrisoned Tripoli, 
combined mtti die Moorish prince of Tunis, to ex- 
pel him from his new conquest. Tachora was be- 
sieged by their united forces, but without success ; 

* It is worthy of reiiiaik» that the government of Algiers con- 
tinued till its recent Bttbrersion by the French (1830), virtually 
the same as that established by the Barbarossas. The ranks 
(tf the regular military force <m* Janissary corps, were filled ck- 
clusively with Levantine Turks and Christian renegades* and 
no native was ever permitted to enter it; while, from the 
£erce adventurera of which it was composed, the Dey was in- 
VMriably chosen, 1 
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«ld tfie .Order had to mows the death of the che- 
waet de Harlai, who, with the detachment he com- 
nwided, feU into an amhuscade and was slain. Soon 
ifterwards, Barbarossa, in accordance with a scheme 
of ooD^est concerted at Constantinople, availed 
hiiiiaelf of the intestine divisions that prevailed in 
Tiffoa, to enter that port with a powerful fleet, when 
be expelled Muley Hascen the reigning prince, and 
lookMpsession of the city and adjacent territory as 
die.-Yiceroy of the Ottoman Porte. Such was the 
atete. of amiirs in Africa, when the Grandmaster Du- 
pblit niijred in Malta to assume the duties of his 
oflEice ; and the danger appeared so imminent, 
only to Tripoli, but to Malta itself, that he 
loflt no time in imploring the Emperor Charley, 
whoae Sicilian and Neapolitan territories were also 
Vidaqgered, to send into Barbary an army sufficient 
to MoeSt the progress of the intrepid corsair, who had 
fafoiu^t nearly the whole of it under his dominion. . 
lud the security of the Order of Saint John been 
Ufi^'iKdj ai^gument employed to stimulate Charles to 
mjertake this expedition, he would in all probabi- 
bj bave turned a deaf ear to these representations. 
-Qvt the danger impending oyer his own territories, 
MwiKiiM^ With the compete interruption given to 
eommerpe in every part of the Mediterranean by the 
teaoi of Barbarossa's name, induced him to submit 
An nuitter to his council ; while, at the same time, 
he covertly endeavoured to bribe the corsair into an 
amicable alliance, by a promise of recognising him as 
kiog of the whole of northern Africa, provided he 
vould consent to hold tlie sovereignty as a tributary of 
Spun* The ambassador who carried this proposal 
fo Baibarossa, had also secret instructions to as- 

VOL. II. H 
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. j certain the disposition of the Tuhisiafts, and, if ] 

If ble, to enlist some of the most kifluential of l^e 

1 11 layout of his master, whom he w^Ui dtithorized 

present as the ally of their banii^ied prince, 
this negotiant soon rendered himsetf susp^ctc 
the corsair, who, scorning the laws of civilizec 
tions, put him to death. This outrage decvdet 
question of peace or war ; and Charles^ withou 
ther hesitation, invited the knights to join him 
, attempt to humble the arrogance of the barbari 

The Christian armament put to sea in the f 

^ of 1535, and rendezTOtised at Gagliari in Stf 

It consisted of upwards of three huiidred teil j 

the troops, indufmng two dk>usand hors^ acMP 

to neariy thirty liiousand. * Volunteer .froitt 

part of Christendom, many of tlhfefti of fflmn 

Hneage, and eager to distingtM^ tli^TA^Ives hkA 

feithers in Paynim war, wtte enrolled under th< 

perial banner. The Grandmaster strengthenc 

expedition with four large well-equipped gi 

dghteen armed brigantines, and 1^ gttM M 

winch had long be«n the hop^ and phde of th 

, der. The commander BdHgetk was Bnied Ad 

, of this Sqttadron, aitd AhihtMiy de Grol6e> ^ 

mt knigiit who had borhe the greM sUndard of 

•' John at l^e si^e of Khbd^^ commanded th6 

C&jrtudc tod the land-fbrcesb 

The expedition arrived fit Porto Farini^ til 
tieAt Utica, without adventure. BarbarosMy 
df the storm gathering round him^ spared ftO 
tions to place himsdf in a condition capable a 
fying it. He stored his granaries abundanUy 
pro^iond, and his srsMOb With mtinittons of 

• BobertKA'i HisU oC Charles the Fifth.. 
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ibd^ flenouiicii^ Muley HasQen Ba an mSKmaraa 
mo^Ub$f who hM beoome the taatal of the Chrit- 
tiHiti he stined up all the petty princes of Barbary to 
— ^p or i bim in the contest, and even allured into 
bis eefviee -fifteen thousand mounted Aiahs firom the 
deeeK; The Emperor landed without oppositions 
oiBtton-dKitof the Gdetta^ a fortress about 
■aies from Tiinis» and four from the site of an* 
it Cactbage* TheOoIetta oommanded die mouth 
4lf 4fae canaly by fifaich the sea commnnicates rndb 
SimliBtgB but shallow lake on which Tunis is situat- 
mk^ and BarbnroMa, wlio regarded k as ahnost im- 
aMOMbki had thrown into it a gaosson of six thou- 
«nd dboeen spldiera, under Deril^^rand Sinsn, 
mA-Isft the gMater fMrt of his navy in port, under 
At pvetodaon oi its guns. The Emperor having 
yilclMd Jiis camp'ia the visinityy at the expense ci 
j«MB hiBidi«d men whom the Turks massacred in 
jWrdBiiic^ and thrown up batteries against the fert, 
0fmaii^^ be eannotiaded with great fury both from 
A0 land and the aea. As at <£a siege of Coron, 
jibe jMa^canaok of Saint John, moored astern of 
At fiefTkept up from W lo&y ded^an munteixupk. 
iritpeiit doing the least injury to the low- 
in her w; and several knights in the 
of vesaeh^ distinguished themselves by the 
p w y ritu de and intr^tdSy with whuAk they ma- 
~ them* At the end cyf twelve hours^ the 
seeing a breach effected, ordered an aa- 
Hie knights claimed the honour of leading 
atMk on the seaward breach^ and were rowed in 
to the foot of the rampart. The boats 
^'Mi«idedatfl/diitaBce from the shore; wherei:qxm 
.SifrChevalier Ct»ier» who caniad the standard of 
:Am iiwit^ baaed into the furea wak li^WmstiSk 
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his hand, and, followed by his companions, rnshed^' 
amid a shower of balls, to the beach. The Tuiks 
stood the onset with great resolution ; but the Chris- 
tians gradually fought their way from the bulwaiks 
to the Cavaher, and, at the end of an hour, the 
{^e was won. Many brave knights perished in the 
attack ; and scarcely one engaged in it escaped with^ 
out a wound. The garrison evacuated the fbrtreM 
as the conquerors entered it, and retired to TuniSy 
hotly pressed. This victory, which put the Empe- 
ror in possession of the chief stronghold of his anta- 
gonist, encouraged him to advance instantly againit 
Tunis. Barbarossa, preferring the hazard of a pitdh- 
ed battle to being shut up in a city, the pcypuiakion 
oi which was ho^e to h^ government, advanced at 
the head of his army to fight the invaders. His 
troops made a gallant onset ; but no sooner did the 
Spanish artillery open &irly on their dense masseSi 
than the Moors and Arabs were thrown into con- 
fusion and fled, followed by their General and his 
Osmanlis, who, with the indomitable bravery of their 
nation, were ready to perish, but whom he did not 
think it prudent to sacrifice. 

Previous to marching out to battle, Barbarossi 
had debated with his Beutenants, the propriety of 
immolating ten thousand Christian captives ; but 
Sinan prevailed on him to postpone this inhuman 
sacrifice ; and he was content to leave them in a 
prison, the subterranean apartments of which were 
filled with gunpowder, ready to blow the whole into 
the air, the moment he should give the order. On 
re-entering the city as a fugitive, he made secret pre- 
parations for abiuidoning it ; and commanded that 
the train should be fired. But before the hour ar- 
rived £ot executing tlus atiodo>3& w:^ «l levohitioD 
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took place^ which put the captives in a situation to 
defimd themsehres. In the prison was a Maltese 
knig^ called Paul Simeoni^ for whom Barharossa 
had repeatedly refused to accept a reasonable ran- 
aom. This knight> ^o had signalized himself in 
many enterprises against the Infidels prior to the 
amrender of Rhodes, particularly in defending the 
little islet of Lero against a superior Turkish force, 
bribed two renegades, who acted as gaolers, to en- 
abfe him and his companions in durance to burst 
their dudns. This done, they stormed the armoury, 
out to pieces the Turks who garrisoned the citadel, 
wbd displayed a white flag on its highest tower, 
to notify to the Christian army what had happen- 
ad. Barbarossa, when he attempted to burst the 
girtesy was saluted with a shower of musket-balls, 
and instantly abandoned the city to its &te. The 
En^KiDr, advised of the victory achieved by the 
daves, advanced promptly to their assistance ; and 
Simaoni, at the head of six thousand of his compa- 
mons, welcomed him into the place with shouts of 
Joy. Tha Emperor embraced Simeoni, in testimony 
at his admiration ; saying, as he did so, " Brave 
knight, blessed for ever be the valour which enabled 
you- to break your chains, to facilitate my victory, 
and increase the glory of your Order. " 
' The Christians disgraced their conquest by the 
faoiest atrocities — and, as usual in such cases, out- 
rage fell heaviest on the sex least able to bear it. 
Moorish maidens of the most illustrious birth were 
reduced to the basest bondage by the fierce Spanish 
and German soldiery; and no sanctuary escaped 
profanation. It is told, that Muley Hascen, the ex- 
iled Prince of Tunis, who re-entered the city un- 
d» tba- shadow of the Christian bvau^X) «i^xci!^ ^ 
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beauiifiil Moorish gM, whom he knew to ht of 
noble eztnotioiiy imfbelmgly treated by a.l^MUUBh 
offieer, oSSend to purchase her of her caytor; but 
tjie pcoTid Moriacoe^ regarding him aa tii» otigia of 
the war fdiich deaolated her natm hadf and omv* 
w^hned with despair) soomfidly spit in hia;fiKe| 
{nrotested that she woidd never nane » tjiint 
traitor for her delii«rer« * 

The restoration of Mnley Haaeen Id Ae aov»* 
xeignty of Tunis, as a i ii buiap f of SpaiBy «rith iba 
understanding that the Empeior shoiim retam m ipv 
dson in the (^letta, to be paid by the Tuoisiaa pmM^ 
terminated the eiqiedilioB ;. and Charise ntonied to 
his European territories, as did the sfuadiaa: of 
Saint John to Malta^ Christeodom nmrnadtAwtk 
the Enqwror's finne; fcr.the captives whem ha Ind 
emancipated, and whom he eent wdl elolhedy mi 
fumished with the means of trayeDinir, to thek.M* 
spective countries, spreul his i«doZ &r «»d wim 
The principal knights who had served in themv 
were honoured wi2i special marks of the Imponal 
&vour ; and the privilege of receiving all s<nrt& «f 
proviBions and military stores from Sioly, duty fies^ 
was permanently conf^rcd on the Order. 

'* Bono. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Successes of the Knights against DeviUdriver — 2>' Omedes 
dected Grandmaster — Xeo Strozzi — Unsuccessful Attack 
cm 8usa — Grand Expedition against Algiers — Its disas- 
frOMfl Issue — JExposed State of Tripoli — Jhrmifut the Qm~ 
mm Ctmqmst <tf Mekedia XhtemU of a TuHUsh Ar~ 
msffmeut on MaUa — Its MqnUse—Goza Ravaged — Loss 
of Tripoli— 'Unwarrantahle proceedings of the Grandmas- 
ter^^ His persecution of La VaQier^— Unsuccessful attack 
■m JSoam. 

Th£ Grandmaster Dupont lived long enough to see 
kia flag return in triumph ; and Didier de Saint Jaille 
aucceeded to the vacant dignity (1535.) In the &lr> 
lowing year. Devil-driver, who still remained master 
of Tachora, and of the fort called Alcaide, which he 
had erected in the environs of Tripoli, made an attempt 
to surprise that place, by scaling the insufficient wall 
that encompassed it under cloud of night. Happily, 
the garrison, which was commanded by Schilling, a 
Grerman knight, were aware of his intention, and re- 
pulsed him with great slaughter ; and, by way of re- 
prisal, an armament was despatched from Malta, with 
instructions to raze the obnoxious fortalice. The 
ocHiduct of this enterprise devolved on the com- 
mander Botigella, who had rendered himself re-? 
Downed as a zmval captsin all over the MeiiVextssvesEu 
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He landed at Tripoli, at the head of five hundred 
knights and seven hundred stipendiary soldiers^ and, 
supported by a body of Arabian horse, whose ser^ 
vices Schilling the governor had secured by bribing 
some Sheiks of the desert, threw up batteries »• 
gainst the tower of Alcaide, and, after some skir- 
mishing with Devil-driver, who hastened to its r^ 
lief, completely razed it. This triumph was en- 
hanced by the cloture of a Turkish galleon, on the 
voyage back to Malta — ^the merchandise on boaid 
of which was valued at one hundred and sixty thoQp 
sand crowns. 

The exultation of the Order, however, was sub- 
dued by the death of the Grandmaster, who died at 
Montpellier in France, whither he had repaired bt 
the benefit of his health, and by two crimes of mag- 
nitude perpetrated by individuals amenable to the 
statutes. One of these was the robbery of a high- 
ly venerated shrine, by an aspirant for the clerical 
habit of the Order. The other was the murder of 
a Maltese woman by an English knight, who, in m 
tran^ort of rage and jealousy, stabbed her to tha 
heart. The thief and the murderer shared the same 
doom. They were formally sentenced to death by 
the secular judges of the island, and, being tied into 
sacks, and carried a mile from the port, were throvm 
into the sea. 

John d'Omedes, a knight of the language of Ar- 
ragon, succeeded the Grandmaster Didier de St 
Jaille. Though the majority of the knights were 
disposed to give their su£Prages in favour of the 
commanders, Botigella or De Grol6e, both of whom 
were distinguished for talents and valour, bro- 
ther Garcia Cortez, who chanced to be the electii^ 
^i^ht, supported by the Spanish &fi;UoTi> canMy de« 
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ed the vote in the Airagonian's &vour. This elec- 
1 [daoed at the head of the Order one of the most 
row-minded, partial, and rigorous chie&, who eves 
dthe supreme authority. Among other unpo- 
MT and unjust acts, hj which he commemon^ed 
commencement of his reign, he removed the vo- 
ir Botigella from the command of the gallies, and 
i&tred it on Leo Strozzi, a young Florentine 
gfat of illustrious hirth, who had served his ap- 
Dticeship in war, under the &mous Andrew Do- 
in the Emperor's fleet. Strozzi, though an un- 
» act of fiivouritism advanced him to this digni- 
aod though he had been, from his boyhood, a 
ilad child of jbrtune, proved afterwards, that na- 
B intended him for a great captain. But the in^ 
ane troubles that distracted his native city, sub- 
uent to the assassination of the Duke Alexander 
Medici, ultimately deprived the Order of his ser^ 
m Philip Strozzi, his father, the fomenter of 
le- troubles, fell into the hands of his enemies, 
[• perished in a dungeon by his own hand, at the 
f time his son was hurrying from Malta, to en- 
iVDur to effect his liberation. One of the last 
I of the elder Strozzi's life was, to invoke an a- 
ger to rise from among his descendants; and, 
D that hour, his sons Peter and Leo, regarding 
arles the Fifth as the subverter of the liberties of 
ir coimtry, and the indirect murderer of their &- 
r, dedicated themselves to the service of France, 
rely that they might pass their lives in arms 
mat him. 

Paul Simeoni, the knight who had signalized him- 
by the liberation of the Christian captives at 
lis, succeeded Strozzi in the command of &o 
iesu Shortly after his appointment^ aa ^unqt] «s* 



188 JOHN d'omedjes, 

lived &om Muley Hascen, the Moorish prince of 
Tunisy complaining that the Turkish pirates, whp 
bad oTer-nm the African Qoast, had obtained po»- 
sesaion of the port of Susa, and several other pla* 
oes in the vicinage of his capital ; and that, withoi|t 
the assistance of the same allies who had restored 
him to the sovereignty, he could not, for any leagtii 
of time, maintain himself against them. An an^ 
bassador from the Order reported the Tunisian's jeo- 
pardy to the Emperor ; and that monarch, conoeiv* 
ing his dignity outraged in the person of his ^oofr 
ish vassal, instantly equipped an armament in ib^ 
ports of Sicily, and despa^hed it, in company witk 
Jburteen Maltese gallies, to Muley's reUe£ Thr 
whole fleet sailed under the command of the Mnlteiy 
admiral; but the land forces were headed by the 
Marquis of Terra Nova, the Emperor's lieutenant. 
Having joined forces with the Tunisian prince, the 
Marquis invested Susa ; but, owing to his credulous 
reliance on the representations of a renegade, who 
entered the camp as a deserter purposely to betray 
him, he expended all his ammunition against a put 
of the fortifications which was impregnable. The 
knights, seeing the store of powder exhausted, and 
ashamed of the incapacity of the Sicilian general, 
made an e£Port to enter the town by a narrow breach 
which their cannon had effected. One hundred and 
thirty of them, followed by four hundred soldiers^ 
endeavoured to make a lodgement on the top of the 
wall, to which they had to scramble in single filea ; 
but no sooner did they gain that perilous elevation, 
than the Turkish musketeers and cross-bowmen as- 
sailed them both in front and flank, from the innei 
aide of a deep intrenchment, and they were forced 
to ebmdon the aasaulu Tine Max<\iiis) finding him- 
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«df Dompelled to raise the siege, prepared to wreak 
Us vengeaDce on the renegade who had deceived 
him ; but the traitor eluded his pursuit, andregaior 
«d the dty in safety* The espedition returned to 
Malta without honour; the knights bewailing the 
inanT braye men whom they had buried at the fboi 
of the uopropitioos walls, and banning the incapar 
dty c^ the stranger who had commanded them. 

The commander BotigeUa, who had just returned 
fiom the government of Tripoli, his period of serr 
vipe at that exposed station having expired, joined 
loodly in these complaints. He represented it as 
Aeer foUy to attempt forming permanent establi^r 
nie&ts among the Ruthless and turbulent tribes cm 
the African coast ; and strenuously urged, that Triy 
poU iteelf should be abandoned, unless the Emperor 
agreed to refortify it, and assist in its defence. The 
ooimoil, though wary of offending Charles, held the 
atguments of Botigella as too cogent to be altogOf 
tiiar scouted ; and a formal application was accord** 
ioi^y made to the Imperial dictator, that he should 
titfaer render Tripoli tenable, or permit the Order t9 
evacuate it. Charles readily promised to place it in 
ft atate ciqpable of resistance, but, in the meanwhile, 
aBcammended the knights to hold themselves in readi«> 
■fits to join him in an expedition, which, he antid^ 
paled, would sweep the n^ole race of corsairs from 
both shore and sea. 

The enterprise he contemplated was a descent on 
Algiers, the stronghold of the redoubted Barbarossa» 
wrbo had confided it to the government of a viceroy, 
dbile absent in command of the Turkish Emperor • 
Int. Spain, Sicily and Naples, resounded with tht 
dngoar of warlike preparation. Laige levies of 
ftnqp& wan. made i^ Italy, and aven Gennanuf mo^ 
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a formidable body of cavalry to the war. So greatly 
did these preparations stimulate the soldier-monks of 
Saint John, that the whole brotherhood burned with 
a desire to be included in the expedition ; but pni« 
dence forbade the Grandmaster to encourage a ge- 
neral crusade ; and the contingent of the Order wet 
limited to four hundred knights, each of whom wm 
accompanied by two armed attendants. Greorge 
Schilling, great Bailiff of Germany, was i^ypointed 
to command the Maltese squadron. 

The expedition rendezvoused at Majorca. The 
veteran Doria, and the Marquis del'Guasto, irbo 
headed the land-forces, ventured to. remonstrate widi 
the Emperor on the imprudence of risking his fleet 
on a shelterless coast, at the autumnal season of the 
year, when hurricanes prevail ; but Chaiies ridiculed 
their apprehensions. When Dojria bluntly remarked, 
that, if the enterprise were persisted in, it would 
end in their destruction, the Emperor answeiedf 
that since he himself had enjoyed two-and«twenlj 
years of empire, and Doria threescore and twelve 
of life, both ought to die satisfied — die when th^ 
mi^t. 

The voyage from Majorca to the African coast 
was ^edy, but tempestuous. The fleet arrived off 
Algiers in the end of October; but, though the 
winds that had buffeted it by the way had subsided,, 
the surge broke furiously on the shore ; and two 
days elapsed before the troops were able to die- 
embark. Many of the soldiers had to wade breast* 
high through the waves ; but hi^pily no o{^K)6ition 
was made to their landing. The army, indoding 
six thousand horse, amounted to about twentynu: 
thousand men ; and, to oppose this mighty roroe, 
Haosan-Aga, a Sardinian renegade, whom Baiba- 
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had left aa viceroy in Algiers, had only eight 
hundred Turka and five thousand Moors. P«rt of the 
latter, however, were refugees from Granada, eag^ 
to avenge their wrongs oh the heads of the Christikn 
oppressor who had deprived them of their countty.' 
The Emperor, to prevent national jealousies among 
his troops, judiciously divided them into three hodies. 
In the van, he placed the veteran soldiers of Sroin ; 
in the centre, the Italians and the knights of Saint 
John ; and in the rear, the troops from Grermany 
and Flanders, and the volunteers. The knights 
came to the war, not mounted as of old, when Siey 
sojourned in Palestine, hut on foot, wearing cuirasses 
and helmets, and carrying each a short spear, in Heu 
of the diivalrous lance ^ich their predecessors had 
so often reddened with Paynim hldod. Their sur* 
coata were of crimson velvet, on which shone a 
white cross, the symbol of their Order ; and never 
had the banner of Saint John been intrusted to a 
bold of nobler-looking or braver men. 

Algiers, the city against which this formidable 
expedition was directed, occupied the slope of a hill, 
frirang a spacious bay of the Mediterranean. The 
boasea rose terrace above terrace, in such a manner 
dttt the windows of the one tier looked down on the 
roof of the next below it, '^ most beautiful to be^ 
hold*"* Having pitched his head-quarters, and 
erected a battery in the immediate neighbouihobd of 
the city, the Emperor called upon the' Viceroy to 
aonender ; but the latter treated the summons with 
eontempC The landing of the army was the ta^ 
oal fer the Arab auuliaries, whom he had id- 
land into his service by the prospect of plunder, to 
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commence operations. Mounted on fleet horses, and 
armed with kmg javeiinB, which they hurled wkh 
iMaJ dexterity into the Chiistiati rtnbs, thei^ flMdA- 
tained an inoessuit skirmish, notwidtstandmg the 
battalion of Malta was t^roWn forward to the left of 
the Biniy, and repeatedly repulsed them. These 
harassing attadoB continued ^nx}ughout the tught ; 
and it was not till the morning broke, that the eiertki 
of arrows and darts, which fefl thick as hail inti^ tile 
ou&p, was stayed l^ a ^eroe charge of the Sieflin 
pik^en, who diased their half-naked advevsanM 
beyond die adjacent hills. * But, on llie eretai^ ef 
the second day, while every Christian heait beil 
high with die hope of victory, the sky was u v eicM % 
tonents of rain flooded the bivooac, and (he iel^ 
chafed into fiiry by the antummal blast, roared filie 
ditinder along the coast. The troops, havmg iatided 
unprovided with tents, passed the night ankle^eep 
in the mite of their conm>rtless camp, grasping their 
spears, which they had stack into the saturated eaitli, 
to prevent the hurricane fiom sweeping diem away 
-«**«ieir bodies benumbed, and their watdt-^fiFes eat- 
Anguished. Their plight vras too lamentable to e»» 
ope the knowledge of dietr vigilant adversaries. At 
Iffeak of day, a band of Mooridi horsemen MdHed 
^om die gate tiearest the Christian position, cot -a 

Cuet stadoned in advance to pieces, end, swofdin 
i, attempted to fight their way to the ImpernI 
'cpnrter* The Italian regiments of Colonna flfid 
4^wiola, austamed by die Maltese battalion, etiseil 
•Co dieir anns, however, in time to arrest this sortie; 
«id n eangouiaty combat ensued between the Moef^ 
idicavilry and^Chrisdan kiiights. Thekn^hlis 

• KmAm. 
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Aotlgh fighdi^ at a diffiidviintige, dismounted and 
4iw many of their opponents ; and ceverol acts at 
incfemdiiu heroism crowned with g^ory their united 
fidkrar. Nidioks de Villegagnon, a Fiienoh chev»- 
lier, rushing into the thic^ett of tibe battle, had his 
left wna pierced by a Moorish lance, on whidi he 
attempted to spear the hoiseman who had woimdod 
Udiy but without success. Hie Moor was about to 
lipeat his blow, when Vill^agnon, who was a man 
mgtmt stature and proportionate strength, vaulted 
1^ behind him^ and stabbed hkn to the beart« An* 
UdMr Ftench Imight, named Ponce de Savignac, the 
Mmdatd-bearer of the Order, pittstted the flying 
McKKs %o the Very walk of the city, and, in chival^ 
nntfe hrttvado, stuck Ikb dagger into the gaite^ as 
ifl^Uenee that nothing but bars and bohs had stayed 
yspipogress. 

The cannon plaoaited ^n ^e Walls, speedily drove 
lite knig^ back to their former position, and the 
Mo^ armed with kon mteesij^ows, which were it^ 
HtWuly Bunte Mrnoeable^ « hutnid atmosphere than 
iImi Gfarntiafi match4odC8, made a second tortie, 
In gnater foite^ and with gnMter fury than befaa^ 
lllhe JUiaii tetfitaientSy most eft whom weie newixoamy 
igjMe way before th^ new Onset ; but die ktti|^ 
Jrib kept Ihdor grouM^ imd, with the assistance of 
% %tMhf of Oemulkis whdtti the Emperor sent to their 
mipooia, ifrove the l^ifidels ones ttore within tkmk 
own yralls. The BailiBP Schilling, .who commanded 
4m knights on this ^MOlisiiHl, brought them back 
ikoi the ptETsuit coveted with wounds and gkry. 
•Asihe Moors made use of poisoned quarrdsw 
'tbilr ttdss-tk>WS9 «veiry wound inflicted by them 
tiMrved m«rtaL Among Utode who fell, was itm 
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was buried in his breast, refused to resign the stan-. 
dard which it was his duty to uphold, till death 
loosened his grasp. Seventy-five knights, three dup- 
kins, and about .four hundred soldiers in the service 
of the Order, perished in this bootless fight. 

The army had scarce time to ascertain the extent 
of its loss, when a new and &r greater calamity ob- 
literated the remembrance. The storm of war had 
for the moment rolled away, but that of the elements 
sdll raged with unmitigated violence ; and, as the 
day. advanced, the sea, lashed into fury, .drove the 
ships fi*om dieir anchors, and strewed the whole 
coast with wreck. In the short space of half an 
hour, the Christians, bleeding fi*om their recent 
woimds, and destitute not only of shelter but of pro- 
visions, beheld fifteen war-gallies, one hundred and 
forty store-ships and transports, and eight thousand 
men, engulphed in the waves. Some of the vessels 
went down at anchor, in the deep trough of the sea ; 
others were either dashed against each other, or 
beaten to pieces on the rocks. Several conunandeis 
of gallies, finding it impossible to ride out the hur^ 
ricane, ran their vessels ashore on distant parts of 
the coast, which they reached only to iaJl under the 
scimitars of the marauding Arabs. It was a scene 
of indescribable desolation ; and the Imperial leader, 
crowned though he was with half a dozen diadema^ 
could only gaze in futile anguish on the spoil of the 
winds of heaven. 

The Maltese gallies, being more seaworthy and 
better manned than the majority of the fleet, rode 
out the storm in safety* The crew of one gaDey, 
conceiving her in momentary danger of foundering, 
pxvposed to run her ashore; but the knight who 
commanded her, less caiefol o^ hia life than his ho- 
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nour, threatened the first man who should take the 
hefan for such a purpose with instant death ; and, by 
his firmness, subordination was restored. The rud- 
der of another being torn away by the violence of the 
waves, and the vessel consequently left at tiKeir mercy, 
two mariners voluntarily su£Pered themselves to be 
lowered by ropes into the sea, and shipped a new one ; 
by which intrepid act they saved their ship from de- 
struction* 

This frightfiil disaster decided the&te of the expe- 
dition. The Emperor no longer contemplated the re- 
duction of AlgiersK-all his anxiety was directed to the 
xe-embarkation of his army. He immediately com- 
menced his retreat towards Cape Matafiis, near which 
iiie remnant of his fleet had K)und shelter ; and the 
kni^ts of Malta had the perilous honour of cover- 
klg the line of march, and repelling the incessant at- 
iados of the Mocfrish cavaky, who hovered incessant- 
Ir on their right flank. The army bivouacked the 
niBt night on the margin of the brook Alcarez, which 
the rains had rendered impassable. It was crossed 
next day, however, by means of a bridge which the 
pioneers constructed of the fragments of vessels which 
the waves had strewed along the coast. Three days 
marching brought the army to Cape Matafiis, where 
it re-embaiked — ^the soldiers quitting the unhospila- 
Ue shore with joy. Scarcely, however, had the fleet 
put to sea, when another tempest assailed it. Several 
Aips foundered in the gale ; and the Emperor beheld 
one, on board of which were seven hundred Spaniards, 
go down before his eyes. The armament rendezvoused 
at Bugia, inhere Muley Hascen, Prince of Tunis, fur- 
mshed it with supplies ; and on the 2dth of Novem- 
ber, the shattered remains of the army were relanded 
It Carthsgena in Spain. While at Bugia) the Ev^- 

VOJL. liw I 
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I peror dismissed the Maltese squadron, after con&i 

on all the knights who outlived the cajnpaion se 

honorary testimonials of his admiration and.regi 

The untoward result of the expedition agvinsl 

giers filled the kni^its with new i^prdbt Bfliom 

garding TripoH. They foresaw that» soodier.or 1 

the vengeance of Baibarossa would faura^io thnt:^ 

ter ; and once more they petitioned the Brnperoi 

ther to render it defensible, or agree to its hm 

bandoned. This fresh appeal poduoed IromCfa 

IV . only a pledge, that, in case Tripoli .were besiegef 

.^ j would relieve it. As to immediate succour^ ha 

:j^ . ed, he had neither troops nor money to lipase; 

! . still he could not exonerate the kni^ts from « 

1 i! : specially imposed upon them by- the treaty: o£i i 

iji ■ ment, by which the cession of Malta had been i 

, J pleted. To increase the gloomy anticipations o 

,^ defenders of Tripoli, their neighbour and ally JM 

Hascen, Prince of Tunis, was deposed by M 

Hamida his eldest son, who took him prisom 

battle, and put out his eyes with a red-hot la 

Ferdinand de Braccimont, Governor of Tripol 

11 ■ learning this event, applied to be recalled ; ant 

successor, Christopher de Solertar£m, Grand C 

cellor of the Order, after a short trial of the offio 

so abandoned it, as one of pen! without honour. 

these circumstances, the Grandmaster and council 

ferred the government on the Commander de la 

lette, a wise and intrepid Proven9al knight, who, 

the day of his admission into the Order, had i 

quitted Malta, save to encoimter the enemy oi 

circumjacent sea. He possessed that indomi 

courage, which is proof against all reverse, and 

tenuis all danger ; and, no sooner did he assunM 

command at Tripoli, thanlve «i^ig»\^Vmnsftlf i 
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fidgably to reoiganise the garrison, and place the 
tofwn and castle -in a proper state of defence. 
. While the new governor of Tripoli was thus em- 
[^oyed, the noted Baibarossa terminated his career. 
He died at Constantinople, at the advanced age of 
eigh^ years, and was succeeded in his maritime com- 
mand by Dragut his lieutenant — a famous corsair, 
who had sprung, like himself by a course of lawless 
enterprise, from obscurity, to an elevated station. 
Hiis bold pirate, who had long been the scourge of 
the Mediterranean, entertained the most implacable 
hatred of the Christian name. In one of his expe- 
ditaonSy he was forced to strike his flag to an Impe- 
riiJ squadron commanded by Jannetin Doria, a beard- 
lem boy ; and the shame of such a defeat, combined 
with the indignities inseparable from a rigorous cap- 
tivity which extended to four years, greatly increased 
the natural ferocity of his disposition. The authori- 

nited in him by the Emperor Solyman, after the 
of his old commander, stimulated Dragut to 
new-enterprises ; and, in imitation of the Barbarossas, 
he possessed himself of the town of Africa or Mehe- 
dii, the ancient Adrumetum, a place between Tunis 
and Tripoli, for the purpose of securing to himself 
an independent sovereignty, and a good port where 
he night deposit the spoil which he swept in such 
abondiince from the European shores. Mehedia was, 
at ^tnt time^ one of the strongest fortresses in Bar- 
bery. It was encircled by thick and lofry walls, 
stro^hened by towers and bulwarks, and command- 
ed by a citadel, well provided with cannon. The 
narrow promontory on which it stood was almost insu* 
bted by the sea, while the large and commodious har- 
bour was sheltered from every vrind ; and that part 
of k i m pr op riated to the gallios could be 8iMMX«a «X 
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pleasure with iron nils. It had ariginaUy-been sab«. 
ject to the Princes of Tunis ; but at the time of Dm*; 
gut's attack, had thrown off its allegiance to that atatey 
and was governed by the inhabitants as a sort of com* 
monwealth. So j^ous were these Moorish repub- 
licans of their independence, that they refused alike 
to admit either Turk or Christian within their wmlls ; 
and it was more by treachery than by force of anus, 
that the corsair overcame their stubborn attachment 
to freedom. He suborned the captain of one of the 
towers, by whom he was admitted at midnight, along 
with a considerable body of troops, when the citiaens^ 
taken by surprise, acknowledged him as their master. 
The conquest of Mehedia alarmed not only the 
Maltese knights, but the Emperor Charles, who, anti- 
cipating constant descents on the coasts of Naples and 
Sicily, while Dragut retained so convenient a stroi^- 
hold, resolved to root him out of it. Accordingly, 
Doria his admiral sailed with a considerable arma> 
ment for the African coast ; and the gallies of Malta 
under the Bailiff de la Sangle, having on board a hun- 
dred and forty knights and four hundred stipendiaiy 
soldiers, joined the expedition. The Christians dit- 
embarked at Cape Bon, and, after one or two trivial 
conquests, won chiefly by the valour of the Maltese 
knights, blockaded Mehedia ; but as the siege could 
not be undertaken until the arrival of reinforoemeots 
from Naples and Sicily, a considerable time elapaed 
before the place was regularly invested. The inter- 
val was employed by Dragut in ravaging the coast of 
Spain ; he, nevertheless, did not neglect to put Me* 
hedia in the best possible state of defence. In the 
end of June 1550, trenches were opened before the 
fowTif and batteries raised against it. At first, the 
w habitants, who justly TegaideOiX^^\iT>aikisK tyrants 
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iiie aiifthcMre of the war, manifested a wish to capi- 
•te ; but the Governor, Rais Ess^, a young ai^ 
ointe adventurer, nephew to Dragut, threatened 
I vrfiok of the magistrates with death, and the city 
til desolation, if they did not make the most des- 
nte resistance. Hostilities commenced with a sortie 
the garrison ; and a fierce and obstinate combat 
med between it and the Neapolitan troops, in 
•dh the latter suffered considerable loss. The 
\f^xtB of Malta, seeing their allies thus roughly 
idled, advanced to tiieir assistance ; and the Moor- 
-jquadrons, broken by their onset, quickly dis- 
ced, and soi^ safety in fli^t. A breach hav- 
; been effected in die wall which ran across the 
■mu that connected die town with the mainland, 
I Viceroy of Sicily, who, in conjunction with Don 
nasy son of the Viceroy of Nicies, commanded 
\ imd-lbrces, ordered an assault. The knights 
■Md the honour of leading the attack as their spe- 
[ pivil^ ; but the Viceroy, anxious to mono- 
ihe whole glory, ordered his own battalions to 
The Sicilians, though galled by a terrible 
^ nuiied gallantly into the breach, and leapt sword 
knd into the works behind it. Here, however, 
B. progress was fiitally checked by a succession of 

L trenches, skilfully flanked and filled with iron 
u 'The Viceroy, warned of the jeopardy of 
'^taoopa, sounded a retreat ; but of the brave men 
a led the attack, only one escaped the deadly dis- 
■gea of the Moorish musketeers ; and he was spared, 
t&f from a desire, on the part of the Governor, to 
Ktain the besiegers' designs. This repulse spread 
ipmidenGy through the Christian ranks ; and the 
Knd dejection was aggravated by a scarcity of pio- 
ifiu^ jmd hyr tt^ . contagious dikeixs^T^ yiV^^ W 
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tigue and privations engendered. It was now that 
the generous self-devotion of the knights of Maka 
shone forth with its ancient splendour. They^ ocm- 
structed an hospital*tent, into which the aiolc weie 
received, without distinction of rank or natioik ; and 
the whole army had reason to admire and Uecs thor 
charitable labours. But» thoi]^ thus occixpied with 
offices of mercy, they laid not aside their IwttleJiar- 
ness ; and an attem|]^ which Dragut made to throw 
succours into the city, was foiled chiefly thorough 
their valour, in which skirmish several brave knig^ 
lost their lives. 

The landward wall being found impoKgnaUe^ ^ 
floating battery was raised against a weak paitcf the 
fortifications which was washed by the sea, and in -a 
little time a practicable breach was made. The Yioe* 
roy of Sicily no longer disputed with the knights the 
honour of leading the attack ; and, pursuant to an- 
cient privilege, the banner of Saint John once moce 
fluttered in the van. At the discharge of a signal- 
gun, the knights flung themselves into a number of 
light shallops, and pushed towards the battered wall ; 
but finding their progress obstructed by sand-banks, 
on which their boats momentarily grounded, they 
leapt into the water, and, sword in hand, vi^ed to 
the foot of the fortifications. The Moors defended 
the breach with great obstinacy, and the knights en- 
tered it amid a murderous discharge of shot and fire. 
The commander de Giou, who carried the standard 
of the Order, was foremost in the assault ; but scarce- 
ly had he planted his banner on the wall, when a 
bullet struck him backwards into the sea. The en- 
sign was immediately grasped by the Chevaher de 
Cossier, who, despite the deadly shower of musket- 
balls and cross-bow boLts tbai ie^ tto\sii^ biio^ held 
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it: proudly aloft during the whole of the battle. 
JStUl, though die breach was gained, there were de- 
fences b^imd it whidi the enemy contested with 
g«.ti,«^; «.d many knighte and distinguish- 
«d ToluDteers, who fought luider the banner of the 
Older, perished. The commander de Guimerany 
■¥rbo headed the attack, disheartened at seeing so 
many of his companions weltering in their blood, 
liesitated whether to retire or persevere in his efforts 
to efiect an entrance ; but, happily, at this perilous 
juncture, he discovered a practicable passage, of 
which he promptly availed himself, and the innermost 
streets 80c»i resounded with the Christian war-cry. 
Intrenchments had to be surmounted in every quar- 
ter ; but nothing could check the ardour of the as- 
4Bulants. The citizens, filled with dismay, abandon- 
ed the contest, and sought safety in flight ; but the 
Turkish soldiers of Dragut refused to accept of quar- 
ter, and perished to a man. A prodigious booty fell 
into the hands of the conquerors. The knights and 
other officers of distinction who fell in the assault, 
ware honoured with interment in the principal mosque, 
which was first purified, and consecrated as a Chris- 
tian temple. Afterwards, when the place was aban- 
doned by the Imperial troops, the ashes of these 
warriors were transported to Sicily, and deposited in 
the cathedral at Montreal, where a stately monument 
was erected, bearing an inscription commemorative 
ef their renown. 

The share which the knights of Saint John had 
in the conquest of Mehedia rendered them so ob- 
noxious to Dragut, that he exerted all his influence 
with the Emperor Solyman, to engage him in an en- 
terprise for their extirpation. Rumours that a mighty 
■muunent destined against Malta was fitting out in 
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the Turkish ports, forewarned the knights of the storm 
about to burst upon them ; but the Gnrndmaster, 
D'Omedes, who was iar more careful about the en- 
richment of his own kindred, than the security and 
dignity of the Order, treated these reports with con- 
tempt. The commander de Vill^agnon— -the same 
knight who had signalized himself before A]gier»-^ 
a man of a noble presence and illustrious rrautstioD, 
abandoned the service of Henry the Second m. France^ 
in which he had acquired great honour, and rqudred 
to Malta specially to rouse the Grandmaster from 
the &tal lethargy into which he was plunged ; but 
D'Omedes was proof against all his argiunents. Tri- 
poli was reinforced with twenty-five refractory knights 
— young men who had been under arrest fr>r insuboi^ 
dination — and a small body of Calabrian peasantB, 
pressed into military service by the Viceroy of Sicily ; 
but Goza was left totally undefended ; and the wives 
and families of the inhabitants, when they sought an 
asylum in Malta, were rudely refused it, on the aigu- 
ment, that their husbands and fathers would fight the 
better, when all that was dear to them was dependent 
on the triumph of their arms. 

About midsummer, 1551, a Turkish fleet appear- 
ed off the coast of Sicily, and, af^er a futile attempt 
to besiege Catania, invested the town and castle of 
Augusta, which capitulated in a few days. The 
Grandmaster, with that frtal blindness which had all 
along marked his conduct, persisted in his belief that 
this armament was not destined against Malta, but 
was about to act against Naples in concert with the 
French fleet. But, on the 16th of July, his incredu- 
lity was removed, by the arrival of the Ottoman squa- 
droD off Port Musceit — one of the great bays which 
pemasulate the rocky slip oi Wid caSied Mo\uvt See* 
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benaSy on which stands the modem city of Valetta. 
The Grandmaster, to his dismay, beheld, from the 
windows of his palace, ship after ship, bearing the 
ensign of the hereditary enemies of the Order, fuil 
their sails in the offing ; and the people, filled with 
consternation at the formidable aspect of the arma- 
ment, crowded into the fortresses for refuge. Malta, 
notwithstanding the efforts that had been made to 
render it defensible, could at this time boast of only 
two places of retreat capable of holding out for any 
length of time against an invader ; namely, the Bomg 
or town, situated on one of the small spits of land 
that project from the southern side of the grand port ; 
and the Cite Notablcj or capital, a place in the in- 
terior of the island. The Bouig was defended by the 
guns of the castle of Saint Angelo, and was the or- 
dinary residence of the convent. As the refugees 
found it impossible to obtain roofe to shelter them, 
they bivouacked in the streets and market-places, 
exposed to a burning sun, and tormented by the 
want of water. 

Notwithstanding the panic that prevailed, and the 
comparatively defenceless condition in which the 
kniffhts found themselves placed by the fetal conceit 
of meir chief, they put a bold front on the war, and 
prepared for a stout resistance. Perceiving the Turks 
making demonstrations as if about to land, the com- 
mander Upton, an English knight distinguished for 
his bravery, headed a band of thirty of his brethr^i, 
and £o\xr hundred native volunteers, who had formed 
themselves into a mounted battalion, and galloped 
down to the point of the coast \idiere a descent 
was most likely to be made ; while the com m a nd er 
De Ghiimeran, the same Spaniard who so honour- 
aUjr distinguished himself at the si^ of Mehedii^ 
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tMk with him ahondred knighttf on fi>oty madlkaee 
kfmdmd h«npnbiuMt8 ; and,^ paang ofw tiie.|Kirt 
ib'ddftf-'plaiM an^wibiiicade apnong tiw 'nNfaii-at 
IIm cKMudty of Mcrank Soeiwim. SoDntflmwiii> 
4BiiHliipKudw, ihe €f«Mid of the Om^^ 
•fiiigut^ =Acbitial of tlia flett, dMondsd fion^iiM 
inftytdedc of linn narfdhip into a stately gifle^^^ttid 
nrt<iod :in towttds ^ gvoat port, to aseertuBAe 
^ftacticdbilily ^ a debttkatioa. To sfrnd. ilia ac^ 
^tiikvy of F<»t 4Saiiit Angak), the gaUey Heeied 
'nfeea under -'the stenl Toeks of Mount ^Soebaaaa; 
4nd,aotfloeiier wasit ¥ithtainMkel«6hat» ^hui De 
jQmimatSDL'a harquebasien edioted it with a -fianoKB 
•^oUey* • liSie disehoige staggend ihe Tinks fixr a 
•aoment; but Sinam, enraged at this snxpiiflBl, 0f^ 
4ered them, on their penl, to hold- on fcxrtheahaie; 
iind J>e Guimeranvaeeiiig a 'powerful body of Md»> 
Jems adtanciiig iagaitist 'him, re-^mbedEeahie-aBiall 
•battalion, and retimied to the convent. Sinam oen- 
^tented himself with climbing Moont Scebenras, from 
whence he reconnoitred the Castle of Saint Angelo. 
•Its aspect damped his ardomr ; and he openly le- 
'proaehed Dragut with hating miscalculated the dif- 
^ncuhy of the enterprise, remarking, at the same 
time, that the eagle itself could scarcely have diooen 
•a more inaccessible eyrie. Dragut defended himself 
■sharply, as was his wont ; and Sinam prudently re- 
&rred the matter to a council of war. The coim- 
4il, in complaisance to their commander, voted the 
4nege of the Bourg and Fwt Saint Angelo in- 
advisable'; -and all that the impetuous Dragut eonld 
^vail on the General to attempt, was the con- 
quest of the Cit6 Notable. The troops aeoardiM^- 
fy disembarked, and advanced into the interior of vEe 
Uted ia eoaiidwable ^fofce, aecompaniad by fisid- 
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^rtUlery. Fire marked their march ;-«-not a hamlet, 
•not a com field, escaped destruction — the whole 
country was enveloped in the smoke of these wanton 
•eonflagrations. 

The Cit^ NotaUe was under the government of 
George Adomo, an illustrious Genoese knight, and 
but poorly garrisoned. Many peasants arable of 
atiengthening the garrison had taken refuge within 
the walls ; but there was a want of knights to dis- 
cipline and command them. Adomo, while he ex- 
erted himself to increase the means of defence, des- 
patched a special messenger to the Grandmaster, im- 
ploring succour, and particularly the aid of the 
French knight Villegagnon, whose valour and ex- 
perience were in themselves a host. D'Omedes, 
•with his usual selfishness, refused a reinforcement of 
knights ; but, as Villegagnon s frankness had be- 
-oome disagreeable, he readily consented that he 
-should repair to the post of danger. He endea^ 
▼cured to impress that knight with an idea, that he 
had selected him on this occasion as a mark of con- 
fidence ; but Villegagnon saw at once through the 
shallow finesse. He answered boldly, that to save 
the place, at least an hundred knights ought to be 
thrown into it ; but that, nevertheless, as a true 
soldier of Saint John, bound but to obey and to 
die, he was ready to enter it singly, and cast his life 
sway for the honour of his Order. The Grandmas- 
ter, ashamed of his conduct, and still unwilling to 
alter his plans, o£Pered him six chosen knights for his 
companions; and with these Villegagnon quitted 
the convent under the cloud of night. Having 
nached the Cit6 Notable before daybreak, they 
crept close to the wall ; and on a given signal, vrere 
idnwn up by ropes, unpeiceived by the besiegMg. 
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The geaeioufl selftdevotioii of these knights veiaii- 
BlitedtkegKnioii; mdnuuiyperscaswholMdtnBV* 
Ubd at Iw Otfeomn nnne bdbre thnranM^now 
bwiied with an ardent desire to emuklrtheir \m m 
xfm. ¥Qhsgi^gnoadieend the townsmen with fidbeio^ 
hopes; Imtwith the- governor Adomo hehadnft 
sonosshnent. . On the contrary, he fivnkiy told hio^ 
that there was no further succour on the way^and 
that he and his companions had ovlf come there lo 
die as hecame Christian kni^ts, and the renownsi 
hanner under which they were banded* 

The knowledge that succours had finmd aoossi 
into the place, and revived the droc^nng vaknir. of 
the garrison, disheartened the besiegers; and iht 
Turlosh geneml was-^irther intimidated by £dse adp 
vices, that a mighty Christian armament, under Am 
fimous Andrew Dona, and destined fot the relk£«f 
If aka^ was actually at sea. Conceiving himself \Mh- 
• set with perils, he again called a council of war, and, hi 
accordance with its advice, abruptly raised the siege, 
and re-embarked* • To quiet the turbulence of his 
troops, who murmured loudly st the unsuooessiai 
issue of the expedition, he permitted them to make 
a descent cm the island of Goaa, which they cruetty 
imvaged. The governor, Galatian de Sessa, anade « 
fedble attempt to defend the untenable war^ower in 
which he todc refiige. It commanded, a.. smatt 
town which lay at £e foot of the hill on whidi it 
was at ua ted ; and the natives, stimulated by a dread 
of Turkish baiharity, volunteered to fsnce the breach, 
yMcti thft enemy^s artillery quickly effected ; but Die 
Sessa's valour was not proof against the thunder of 
the camion, and, like a craven, he abandoned his 
post, and hid hiinself in his diamber* The inh«b»> 
im^ftadgy^tiOikM seeng a kni|^ di^Knt hinMif 
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like a dastard, would have deserted the breach to a 
man, had not a brave English cavalier taken the 
command, and, with his own hand, fired off the 
cannon which defended it. A ball from the Turk- 
ish batteries speedily terminated the career of this 
good soldier ; and no one being found to take his 
place, the Governor despatched a messenger to the 
Turidsh general with an offer of capitulation ; but, ' 
as he demanded the most honourable conditions, 
Sinam contemptuously rejected it, and returned 
for answer, that, if the fortress were not instantly 
surrendered at discretion, he would enter it sword 
in hand, and hang the coward who commanded 
it at the gate. De Sessa, after another and scarce- 
ly less futile attempt to negotiate, gave orders that 
the Turks should be permitted to occupy the 
(dace ; and his own quarters were the first that fell 
a prey to their rapacity. To show the contempt 
in which they held him, they compelled him to aoi 
the part of a beast of burden in carrying his own fiir- 
nitore to their ^ips; after which, though he had 
Sinam's pledge that his own liberty, as well as that of 
forty other persons, should be respected, he was strip- 
ped almost naked, and chained down like a slave. 
Sinam, to save the appearance of having basely violat- 
ed his pledge, gave forty infirm old men their freedom 
•^-•iguing, wi£ the characteristic sophistry of a Turk, 
(hat the oldest were of course the {Nrincipsl in- 
habitants. Upwards of six thousand Christians 
were hurried into slavery on this occasion. As a 
proof that some traits of magnanimity dignified the 
inroad, it is stated, that a Sicilian, who had become 
natmaliaed in Gosa, prderring death to bondage, 
first poniarded his wife and two fiiir daiu^hters, and 
then, sallying forth with his musket and ctoadboiv^ 
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expendid*«ravjr'biitt8t md quarrel -agMiut t^MfUmanf^ 
asMj iiMWii^ iMn and wiwmdpd o p w r a l, at4ftni glli fttg * 
hJBMf^ll' iliifliineilf oa tfaeg g1^o■A^.»^ : Tji t a iiip ii i 
ayjly D^fliaiMi^ hmwis the- miiUyBMni* liyiifc . 
sonal ftMBdirf>tb»<jWM!iHMil<ii^ iw w i dfliiM ^ttdb • 

pvonidgMd* tbt* ^^had-Men in dtSmtmtjS him^ 
'poaMaadh.5M».iiot'titt:mn7yMnaAaii^^ • 

tie n tm mA ttomAsmefy that iia fiUtf ^vra* gmM" 
raBf dfltectsAi^^ B]^ ^lat^ tkna^ tli6 abhonMioe .Mufb' i 
teiMMcti agdbat iMm hadina' great 'nieaBiiz»>iiid>^t 
a!W«y»4Bid til»^ h a wiB^j a>of • p ic to aa te d b on^ 
ing- fBganM by<h» c<niiioil « a a^iBfiwt.^w^^^i>i'j•^^ 
mat farlai pwaHlBiiiiiity, faa>wa»permilted'«»paa»*'" 
tlMi6naUler'<tf li»4Mi'>iA paaee^ f'^ 

Dfiigiil«iid«Siiiaa»F)Mhay Iwviiig'lliiis dtfaatatui* 
Qoc% alood aimtf lot -Tripoti mlk ao iataiitiohifol' 
raring 'tibatpkca*. Tha Giinfhaai»iMr» apprrhfiwiiii^* 
that JSurape wtwdd- vaBomid nith I ' a p toa Aae' a g a fa ii ? 
him Aoiiki it.betakeivpaeffaikd^mOabriel D^Ahk' : 
moatf tha f^aneli amba^adot at the Porto, who hmi •■ 
toudbadaft Malta on has way to Conalatttinopky tv ^ 
act aa a mediator ; and lie- JiMacdiately lepaited t6 - • 
TVipoli ia that •o^aoky. Meamwrh^ Sinaathariaip 
debailied hb tro^ at Tadioia» Imr leagaeaftom 
Trip<^^ where he waajoyfuUy reeemd by oaMcHal 
Agai the ppaee of the distriety deepat^ied a Moor* 
ish:horanmni:will» a uphite flag to the ChnstiaAposir. 
Hflaineaaraigeiv advaneiBg to the edge of tha feea t^ / 
studr^a cane Htto the ^earfh^ wMi a 'ftspe^ fittteaed-ta 
the-eadol ki whiGh» on euusunation, was foand tm 
oontab a oartri or. defiance, to theeffisct, thatim*-:.' 
leas tha jilaee mmt laalaBtly ioiiaBdcred, » wUab • 

- •HnljAmitHiIBdeiafc . .. i r^i^ 
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case the garrison would be at liberty to depart, 
the Turiush army would enter it by assault, and 
treat it as a conquered city. Tripoli was governed by • 
Gaspard La VaUier, Marshal of the Order, a veteran 
knignt highly respected for his experience and valour 
-^ihoagh the Grandmaster, jealous of his popularity, 
held him in no &vour. His answer to Sinam was 
as laconic as the cartel which required it« He' 
had been intrusted, he said, with the defence of 
TripoU, and he would defend it to the last drop of 
his blood. On receiving this resolute reply, Sinam 
landed his battering-train, and invested the place. 
Before the trendies were opened, however, the French 
envoy entered the port, and repaired to the Turkish 
camp, where he was received with the distinction be- 
coming the representative of a puissant and friendly 
monarch. D' Animont exerted himself to divert the 
Pkuha from attacking the city ; but Sinam cut his ar- 
gumoots short, by ^hibiting his sovereign's orders^ 
and "Baying, that his head would be strudk off if he 
did not fulfil them. The Frenchman would instant^ 
ly hftve put to sea again, with the intention of carry* 
ing his petition to Constantinople; but Sinam, appre- 
hensive that a change of orders would mar bis con* 
quest, caused the bngantine which had brought him 
to be unrigged and interdicted his departure. 

The trenches being opened, a fierce cannonade 
was directed against the castle, which was the only 
well-fortified point. The batteries thundered with- 
out intermission, though to little purpose, for several 
days ; but at length a deserter pointed out a weak 
part of the wall, and a breach was effected. The 
comaumdant endeavoured Uy ftnee it by intrench- 
menta; but the slaves refused to work in the teeth of 
the Turkishfiteiaadthe tenor with which the^^«t% 
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spized extended to the garrison, which consisted only 
of two hundred raw recruits &om Calabria, and the 
same nurnb^ of Moorish allies. The Calabnans 
were stationed chiefly in a small fort called the Cha- 
t^ety at the entrance of the harbour, mider the com* 
ipand of a military servingx-brother, named Dea Ho* 
ohes. This officer, observing symptoms of diaccmr 
teilt among his troops, took measures to ascertain 
their designs ; and his vigilance was rewarded, by the 
discovery of a plot which they had hatched, to ea- 
oape to Sicily in a brigantine then in the port, and 
leave a burning match so situated as to fire the pow- 
der-magazine and blow up the tower, as soon as thqr 
were out of danger. Des Roches lost no time in 
reporting this concpiiacy to the Governor, who, un* 
wUling to proceed to extremities, confined himsdf 
to removing the malecontents into the city. This 
clemency proved £Eital to his authority, for theae 
turbulent rogues speedily infected the whole gam* 
fKxi with their seditious fears. Supported in dieir 
insubordination by several Spanish knights, they 
d[)andoned their posts, and, simultaneously surround- 
ing their leader, threatened to take his life if he did 
not compel the Governor to a timely ci^itulatioB. 
The Marshal endeavoiured to reason with the mu- 
tineers ; but they were deaf to his arguments, inao- 
lently calling on him to surrender. A coimcil was 
summoned, and the knights and officers yiho compos- 
ed it were requested to give their advice. The 
Chevalier de Poissi, a French knight, declared that 
he had examined the breach, and found it perfectly 
defensible ; but Herrera, a Spaniard, delivered him- 
self differently, and ascribed the Frenchman's .vakwr 
to the knowledge, that the knights of that natioajbad 
a fiiend in the person of D'AiaDM«(^ in the enemy's 
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iriMrlnnMli; bat the mutmeen would Usten to no 



wve suoh as were made by their dbettom $ 
vid tlieae beni^ of comse tmiimnnaUey tbey pro- 
IMud^ that, if a whke flag ware not inatandy dis:* 
jpiiyidj they would thcmaelves propose a capitubi* 
lion. The knights, thus cruelly abandoned, had no 
■JMiiniiliit but tv ytdd. Deputies were deiEqpatched 
tPtke Turidafa eaaUp^ and a treaty was. agreed on, 
wiuih, eten at the moment of subscription^ Smam 
was detennined not to observe. To adpst certain 
pKliminaries^ he reqniesled that die Grovemor would 
vint 1dm in his oan^ ; and La Vallier, fearful of 
Aowing too great an anxiety about his personal safety, 
• Bo ordin giy impaired thither, accompanied only by m 
M^ companion. 8inani received him with gmt 
anogance ; and, fretted by his insolence, die Mar* 
aU told Idin, that if Ihe were not pleased with the 
enitalatioB, he might deetroy it, and allow the avvovd 
ttm tO' decide between l^kum^ Enraged at this bold* 
8inam ordered Mm to be manaded, and sent • 
on board his war-ship ; bat his companion^ 
ki^ght de Montfoit, was permitted to return to 
with a message to the commander Copier, 
idmg tha^ as he was in the hands of the 
he auj^it, in every thing that concerned the 
mtttf of the city) be considered a dead man. The 
haitiiiii> when isdbrmed of his detention, abandoned 
dl idea of e^pitulation, and endeavoured to inspire 
IIm troops with 1^ same spirit of resistance which 
l^amied m their own breasts ; but neithw remonstran* 
eai nor menaee^ could previfl on the dastards to re- 
wmm their aims^ Hie negotiations with Sinam wna 
mewed, and afr length he ratified the original trea» 
1)1. The maliaeeiv being told, ii^X ti iinyiiila4 to. 

VOL* JJ» K 
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their liberatum and iminrdiMfrw ^dc ptUiiJ i ^ wauIdxHirt* 
coniBiit to remain longer within the wall% but nuhad 
tumultuously out into the open country; hereupon, , 
McMrat Aga suddenly surrounded them with a body . 
of Tuikiab cavalry, and made the whole of them por. 
soners. The knights, thus abandoned, also quitted 
the city, and fell into the same snare. Des Roche%- 
the brave serving-brother who commanded the Cluh , 
telet, alone spumed to submit to so base a destii^*: ^ 
Though the Turkish general employed both.bribaa-. 
and menaces to induce him to surrender^ he perauili».; 
ed in resistance, till his little fortress was reduced to . 
a, pile of ruins, when, finding it no longer tenaUe* 
he embarked in a small bark during the ni^^ witht 
the thirty men who composed his detachment, and 
made his escape to sea-HSome writers say, to the 
French ambassador's gallies. : 

Through the exertions of D'Aramont, the whohi 
of the knights, and a considerable number of the- 
citizens, were either gratuitously liberated or ransom* 
ed. To accomplish their redemption, the generous 
Frenchman not only used his utmost influence with- 
Sinan, but sacrificed a large sum out of his private 
£3rtune. Accompanied by the warriors whom he 
had thus rescued firom bondage worse than death» he^ 
sailed for Malta, naturally anticipating a most hos-. 
pitable reception from the head of the Order. But 
the Grandmaster, startled at the loss of Tripoli, and. 
conscious that he had misapplied the funds set apa^. 
for its defence, artfully impressed the knights with & 
suspicion, that the French envoy had acted ^thlesa-, 
]y in the negotiation, and^ to serve his own sove^, 
reign, who was on amicable terms with Solyman, luv), . 
delivered up Tripoli to the Turks. This report havr.^,- 
ing been industriously dtc\ii\aXed) D'Axamont, on 4 
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aitii^ng off the harbour aix>ut sunset, foiind it bar-.. 
red 'with a chain, and the garrison of the castle un-^ 
der arms. Next morning, however, he was permit- 
ted to land, when, ^ding himself an object of ge- 
neral execration, instead of respect, he instantly de-« 
manded to be heard in full council, touching the 
mission with which he had been intrusted. With, 
this demand, the Grandmaster, however averse to a 
pdblic explanation, found it necessary to comply; 
but D'Aramont, contemning the base imputations 
promulglited against him, contented himself with re* 
minding the assembly, that the Grandmaster's en-, 
treaties done, coupled with his own anxiety for the 
interests of Christianity, had induced him to engage 
in so thankless a service — adding, that he had per- 
fi)nned it honourably, and that he relied on the 
Grandmaster's honour, for the fulfilment of certain 
st^nilations imder which the knights had been ran- 
somed. The Grandmaster vouchsafed only a cold 
and cautious answer; and D'Aramont, seeing the 
tide of popular opinion setting strongly against him, 
quitted the island in disgust for Constantinople. 

D'Omedes, encouraged by the credulity with which 
his aversions against the ambassador had been re- 
cawei, now looked round him for a special victim, 
as a shield to his own reputation. He had long re- 
garded the Marshal la Vallier with dislike ; and, at 
his suggestion, that veteran, together with his com- 
panions in misfortune, the knights Fuster, De Sousa, 
and Herrera, who had been impKcated in the sedi- 
tions proceedings that aocelerated the surrender, and 
were therefore justly arraigned, were cited to stand 
their trial for the loss of Tripoli. The tribunal ap- 
pointed to take cognizance of the matter, consisted 
of"diiee knights and a secular judge, nBXQ&d. ^\\^^e^ 
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ny de Combe— all of them men completely siMefw 
vient to the Grandmaster's pleasuie. The nhofe 
biotheiliood were offictally warned that no solioitatioiB 
in &vour of the accosed would be entertained; whikt 
on the other hand, the vilest criminals were re c e m d 
as credible witnesses against them. The Maidiai, 
against whom this prosecution was chiefly directed^ 
would have inevitably Men a victim to it^ had liol 
the commander Vill^agnon, with that generooB vh 
trepidity which distinguished him, stood for#ird in 
open court as his advocate. He boldly aacribedA* 
loss of Tripoli to the true xeasons-— the Gkandnte* 
ter's negligence and avarice ; and, cultivated fay Us 
aiguments^ a strong party^ bonsistii^ chiefly of Brandi 
kmghts, espoused dbe cause of the priaoneff* TUl 
revolution only stirred D'Omedes to greater esm* 
tion. Fresh witnesses were suborned; but YiOegag- 
non exposed their corruption, and broug^ forwani 
no less than sixty respectable persons to testify in 
behalf of his firiend. At length, the comihissionera 
gave in their report, and the secular judge, pronounc- 
ed sentence in ^1 council. It was to me efflbct, 
that though the loss of Tripoli was to be asc^bed 
solely to the cowardice of the Calabrese soldiery, yet 
any knight who surrendered a post intrusted to han» 
without instructions firom the Grandmaster, was liaUe 
to degradation ; and the court, therefore, adjudged 
the whole four criminals to be deprived of the hAh 
and cross of the Order. 

Iniquitous as this sentence was, as fiu: as rnpeelad 
La vJlier, it fell short of the wishes of the Grand- 
master. Though it would have given him no con- 
cern had it touched the Marshal's life, he was dit* 
appointed to find, that it subjected the three Spanish 
Jougbta to punishment* TVie^ \!a&. \kk9\ indiid<r 
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. ia the accuaAtioii) merely to obviate a suspicion 
tbe pax)8ecution being instituted from national 
ftnd; and he formally represented to the council, 
■ty as £ur as lespect^a them, the sentence was un* 
rt» and that only that part of it which referred to 
e Jiarahal should be carried into immediate exe- 
^ODm In consequence of this appeal, the judge, 
lb a villanous puancy, revised the sentence, and 
flnmted the Spaniards fix>m its operation. The 
■Hff Sdiilling, enraged at this jQagitious proceed* 
^ publicly r^roached the parasite with his pro* 
jftm submission to the opiinion of the Grandmas- 
r; idule Noguez, a Castilian knight, contempfcu* 
idj reviled him as a wretch, and vowed never to 
miit the sentence to be executed against the Mar- 
|]y unless the Spaniazds suffered along with him 
A'dedaration which the whole assembly supported, 
Ito which even D*Omedes himself was ultimatdy 
liged to bend. But his vengeance was only smo- 
ved — not extinguished ; and, with his usual craft, 
sgun suggested the remodelling of the sentence, 
le cpancil, however, could not be swayed to leave 
n the hands of a judge whose corruption had been 
dbred so notorious; and, foiled at every point, 
'Omedes dissolved the assembly. 
Meanwhile, through the machinations of the 
iW^mAjater and his confidants, the calumnies &* 
cited against the ambassador D'Aramont had 
■1 industriously circulated throughout Europe, 
1 at length reached the ears of his sovereign, 
xiry the Second of France. That monarch in* 
DW made a formal complaint to the Grandmaster ; 
Iwlowed it up by demanding the fullest explan- 
od toudiing the innocence or guilt of his envoy. 
Omedes, perplexed by this epidtle, s\]\svm\X.^ \\. 
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to the council, who decided that the French Kiog 
diould be assored that the Order, had everj soaBon 
to be satisfied wi^ D'Aiamont's conduct. Hie tH»- 
cretaiy was instracted to draw i:^ an anawvr to .Ast ' 
effect, for signature by the Grandmaster; .and the Chf- 
valier De villegagnon, who was about to quit Malii 
for his native country, was i^ypointed to cany it lo ike 
oonrt of France. But D'Omodes, unwilling to afaelle 
his persecution of La Vallier, and yet a£raid to dad 
uncandidly with so potest a monarch as Hem^ lU- 
kyed the letter from dinr to day, till YilTegmia^ 
rendered suspicious by his procrastiBatiQiiy in g t i t u t e d 
a strict scrutiny into the motives which: ooeaaioned 
it. By this means he was enabled to detect a pLot 
foE the revisal of the sentence passed on the mm^ 
Aai — D'Omedes having determined to rei^paint iiii 
minion De Combe to the head of the commiasioB^ 
after taking him bound, under a heavy penalty, to 
give such a judgment in the matter as he himsdf 
should prescribe. The Marshal, according to this 
iniquitous arrangement, was first to be interrogated 
on certain points calculated to criminate him, and, 
if he either denied or refused to answer them, then 
to be put to the torture, and the confession whidi 
his persecutor doubted not would be extorted £x)m 
him, forwarded to the Frendi King, instead of the 
letter dictated by the council. * As soon as Ville- 
gagnon was folly assured of the reality of this con* 
spiracy, he presented himself before the council, and 
peremptorily demanded, in the name of the Freodi 
envoy, the explanatory letter ordered to be written 
to his sovereign, or, in lieu of it, a copy of the sen- 
tence passed on La Vallier and his companiom. 

* 
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tfab generona-lieflrted 
inig^' who had long been a thorn in his side, the 
Gtandmaster sternly requested him to explain on 
vdiat groonds he demanded^ in behalf of a secular 
piince, an explanation of any criminal process whidi 
liad occurred within the junsdiction of the Order. 
With the candour which had always distinguished 
hiniy Yillegagnon assigned^ as his reason, his know- 
ledge of the conspiracy between the Grandmaster and 
De Combe against the Marshal's life. D'Omedes, 
roused to fury, fiercely denied the truth of the alle- 
gadon, and poured forth a torrent of abuse on his 
aceuser. Notwithstanding his vehement protesta- 
tioDSy however, the council detected ample proofr 
of his guilt, both in his speech and bearing ; and 
Vill^agnon withdrew from the assembly, with the 
anorance that the credentials he waited for would 
be consigned to his custody without delay. A sub- 
•aeqoent attempt was made by the Grandmaster to 
qualify the letter to the French King, in a manner 
toiled to his own views ; but here J^&in the vigi- 
knce of Yillegagnon foiled him. Tne letter which 
tbe latter ultimately canried to the court of France, 
iaSfy exonerated D'Aramont from the charges which 
the insidious reports propagated by the Grandmaster 
embraced, and which the partisans of the Emperor 
Charles had spared no exertions to disseminate. * 
- As D'Omeoes had impeached the Spanish knights, 
Faster, De Sousa, and Herrera, more from motives 
of poHcy than from a wish to bring them to justice, 
they were soon after liberated ; but his animosity to- 
wwds La Yallier continued unabated, and he was 
feft to pine in dishonourable confinement. The 

* BL de Thom 
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penaoiUinii of ifak ivnttaUe Jmiglit^ ivfaote eeofiac^, 
thaudi in flaniBL im^maU inyaiiUn^-jwwriai^WMidb'j 
fA cnniiMilifcfL. fiuiiBlMi MMnkiliiBjividiMB^ flf ik^ 

dfaoof Ab AedLom ciriih wiuoli ^ptm ika miimiil 

libiL.d« yrow^frijwp of ins 4fak£ Th^'goimcgmmM.' 

mjtaiilff imiik.aiid'WBioBnDg. Thaimuiik.wmJimr 
ane» die fcllonang ipflMent -k goocl tetdoupB]^ Jjiit 
8tiioiBiiyRioraf£ipp»'-i4he quM Eloieiitiiit ^kaUti/ 
1^9 B «iiiis«qiieiice cf the niidae .piriwlity of £^. 

BMidof the gailitBt but sabanfaeBlly dvPotod-hiiMriC^ 
1o the aenm of £buB0»*-*4dft«r hsviog]^^ 
nwii^ime conBtdw of dSuiope ^oo liotto holAJMiai' 
pKMBBtedMmridff bcrforeibt port of iJMto,, 
qnolecl, as,« meabor of the Oidei^ to he 
under ite protoctaoo. - With dus nqoBti D'Omedpii/' 
iriio r^[asded him as Ae implacable enoBy of hiafMpr 
tron Chflries die Fifth, refused to oom|riy ; iadStixmu^- 
taking to himeelf the extraordinary • title of ^ Hhe. 
itiaid of God ^done," became the enemy ;ef dl- 
maaldnd, and £oi a whole summes ^aeom^ied tbr. 
Ma dite i H Mwan with his piratical eKplaats. * Tind^ 
at length, of the proscariptionin which be Icved, be 
enteredvintomsMgotiationwidi the Kmpeagr Charita^ 

ed his^aemces; and-idaie it wee pending foimtaijt- 
landed at Make, and, withont intimation, pmMited* 
hinisdfbe&iMtliaGiandniaster. A more digniiart) 
cbief waM ham 4tenly raaodted this intmaion iv> 
toliis tenitflnes; bat intifnidntad.by the bot^ beerii^ 
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of flie Prior, and the evident devotion of the maoy 
friends ivfaom he had in the Order, and influenced 
also by the knowledge that the Emperor was anad- 
IM18 to secure his services, the Gran^aster not oidy 
efineilooked the audacity with which he had forced an 
amdienoe, but received him into his confidence. This 
pliancy of temper, however, the Order had no rea^ 
•on to r^ret. Strozzi was a warrior of great natu- 
nl talents and vast experience, and his advice was 
of the utaiost utility in the erection of the military 
works which ware subsequently executed for the de« 
fienoe of the ishmd. 

- Hiese works, though not so extensive as the com- 
raisBioners appointed to superintend them recom- 
mtnded, were nevertheless numerous and important. 
Hie Bouzg, though protected by Fort Saint Angelo, 
was commanded by Mount Saint Julian, another 
saHemt point; while the spacious haven called Marsa 
M OBoeit, on the opposite side of Mount Sceberras^ 
was totally undefended. It was the opinion of the 
eommissioners, that a new town should be instantly 
boilt on Mount Sceberras, as it presented the great- 
eik fiicilities for fortification ; but, as the treasury of 
the Order was not in a state to authorize such an 
undertaking, the kni^ts confined themselves to 
building a castle at the extremity of that promon- 
tory, and another on Mount Saint Julian. ISie 
one was named Fort Saint Elmo, and the other 
Fort Saint Michael, in commemoration of the tow- 
eia bearing the same names, which defended the port 
of Rhodes. 

The knights laboured with the greatest ardour at 
duee works ; and the Prior of Capua acqmred so 
much popularity by his exertions to expedite them, 
that D'Omedes, with his usual narrow-mindedoMS^ 



became jealous of bis renown ; aiid» to gii d 
Irnby' M&l him wilii an armament to thrcttM- 
abisl of Africa ri552.) Strozai landed his tk 
iMv Zoaia, in m province of TV^oU, and, aagi 
ami distmietion under «lie banner of the (hit^ 
lemptfld to cairy diat place by a coup deiwain. ■•• 
'lown was totally defencebMi tafwards the land;' < 
aa the Chaalmm^sBttmA it at night, the inhaUl 
wmfmrnman of their jeopardy, until the dangm 
drams and trampets mled thek streets. No aw 
did the soldiers find themselves in possession of 
place, than, contrary to the instructions of their \ 
et, they dispersed, and proceeded to inflict aS 
miseries of war ctn the population. In the modi 
tliese atrocities, they were startled by the fierce d 
d a Turkish army, whidi happened to be enom 
IB ^ neighbourhood, and whose watch-firea- 1 
haSif during their midnight march, mistaken fort) 
of a tribe of predatory Arabs. At the head of 
feice, vrhich was thrice as numerous as that wl 
Strozzi commanded, fought the redoubted M 
Aga : and a desperate conflict commenced^ in 
streets of the half-sacked city. The knights, tho 
they numbered three hundred, and fought with t 
ancient bravery, found it impossible to turn the 
of battle. Strozzi's nej^ew fell gallantly in 
foremost ranks ; and, eager to avenge his death,, 
unde, at the head of a fresh body of troops, fl 
himgelf into the conflict. Disabled by a mud 
shot which lodged in his thigh, the Prior vraa 
the point of being cut down by a Turk, wbe 
small band of ki^hts formed themselves in a d 
raond him* The commander Copier, and 
knights Soto-Mi^or and Sainte Jaille, were sti 
Umegg at his side ; and he must have Mkai i 
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into the hands of the enemy, but for Tordlhtty -9, 
-iSMJotcaa knighty' remaikahle for his strength and 
:flUiture9 Yrhoj hfting him in his arms, harried him 
'.to the beach, from whence a boat carried him to 
liis galley. This event was the signal of retreat 
-to. the whole army; and, though haxd pressed, it 
■ndred in good order, stubbornly contesting every 
im^ of ground. The knights themselves were the 
iJast to embark. To cover the embarkation of the 
diddiers, and preserve the standard of the Order, 
Act drew up in a solid phalanx at a narrow pass, 
ilia, with their swords and short pikes, repelled se- 
veral charges of Turkish cavahy. Seeing a body of 
Tuikish musketeers advancing, they at length ttuew 
themselves into the sea, which was shallow, and 
waded breast-high, amid a shower of balls, to their 
shallops. La Cassiere, the standard-bearer, held the 
eosign of the Order constantly displayed during the 
whole of this perilous retreat ; and several knights 
were killed in the act of assisting him through the 
waves. Few of the knights or military serving-bro- 
thers engaged in this expedition survived it. The 
■hngiiage of Italy lost, among others, the brothers 
Ym^pergSL, Sforza, and Justiniani — all scions of &mi- 
lies renowned in story ; and sixteen knights, de- 
acended from the most illustrious houses of France, 
were also among the slain. As the attack, how- 
ever, was totally unprovoked on the part of the in- 
habitants of Zoara, the unprosperous issue may be 
regarded as a sort of retributive justice; for the 
knights, notwithstanding their chivalrous character, 
and vaunted devotion to the cause of humanity, 
were too often regardless of the dictates of that 
generous virtue. 

The miserable plight in which the Pnoi «aidL\aa 
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battered amnnnetit returned to Maha, Jad not de- 
prive Inni of ^ xmiutatlon of a wise and idiant 
joomnander* ■ lie Jud behaved intrepidly in tbs 
^^l and no sooner ^voe hie wonnda cieeed, then 
h§ fRSS-nappoBrted to ike command of the alMeti 
jind adieaquendy m^ bo many captinee mdiir file 
Iflag of the Older,, thid he no^ xmly brought iwnimip 
noMB into itsjiofts, bvt lendeced hia name atcitior 
to all the Modem pizatee who ehoved themeefan 
InfefFixt die £tniti of Gtbfaltar and the mpnthe of 
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CHAPTER V. 

JJeath of U* Omedes arid Election of La l^angU-^Death of 
Leo Sirozzi^~2l£a2ta devastated by a Hurrieane-^JBUetion 
ef La Valett^^^SjFpedition agairut Gahea-^^An immense 
Titrkish Amuxment arrives before Malta — The City Be- 
sieged — Attack on Fort Saint Elmo — The Ravdin taken 
'-^Desperate situation of the Fort — Fire-hoops used by the 
Oarrison^-Dragut mortally Wotrnded^—Fort SainiEhio 
by Storm — Barbarity of^ye Victors, 



Thb Grandmaster D'Omedes died on the 6th qf 
September 1553. In the last days of his sover- 
reigntyy intelligence reached Malta that Mary of 
En^and, the daughter of Henry the Eighth^ con- 
science-stricken, say the Catholic hist^uiansy at her 
Other's unjust spoliation and persecution of the Or»> 
der of Samt John, and eager to manifest to the ut- 
termost her implicit devotion to the Churdi of 
Rome, had determined to make restitution of aH 
the commanderies and manors which he had confis- 
cated. The envoy intrusted with this mission^ 
broueht an invitation to the knights to send a de^ 
putation to England without delay ; and the Conft* 
mander de Montfenat was a^cordbgly desptftched 
to that country, and, in virtue of the authority ler 
posed in him, was reinvested in th« eslslQft ^rUc^ 
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had formerly belonged to the Order. In the reign 
of her successor fiizabeth, however, the reinvest- 
ment was abrogated, and the Order completely and 
finally suppressed. 

D'Omedes left behind him the reputation of an 
avaricious, imperious, and revenged man ; the va- 
lour which he had displayed at the siege of Rhodes 
was forgotten, and he descended unhonoured to the 
tomb. Strozzi, Prior of Capua, had long aspired Uy 
the Grandmastership, and an effort was made to 
place him in the stead of the departed chief; but a ' 
dread that he would divert the resources and forces 
of the Order, to avenge himself of the house of Me- 
dici, occasioned his rejection ; and Claude de la 
Sangle, a French knight, was elected. The knights 
Gagnon, Pascatore, and Bemardin, who were chiefly 
instrumental in bringing about, this event, soon after 
died, under circumstances which excited a suspicion 
that they had been poisoned by Parpaille, one of 
Stxozzi's domestics, at his master's instigation — a 
suspicion which seriously blighted the Prior's £nne, 
and was probably not fer wide of the truth. The 
election of a Frenchman fortunately put an end to 
the £m^ous differences which had agitated the Order 
during the whole of D'Omedes' grandmastership. 
The French knights had been so long accustomed 
to monopolize the supreme dignity, that it was ex- 
tremely difficult to reconcile them to the rule of a 
man, who, besides being a native of another counr 
try, was known to be devoted to the Imperial inter- 
est, and who had been exalted by partisanship, ra- 
ther than by the unanimous suffrage of the Chapter. 
To this national rivalry may be ascribed some of the 
shades which darken D'Omedes* renown. It b to 
Frenchmen that posteritj \a ipn!MA\v«5\rj \sA^\Aftd far 
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were all more or less infected with the prejudices 
which prevailed^ it becomes the impartial historian 
to receive with some caution their report of a chie^ 
who would have been obnoxious to tliem, though he 
had had no other objectionable quality save that of 
being bom in Spain. 

La Saogle was at Rome when he was chosen 
Gixandmaster. He was treated with great honour, 
not only in that city, but in Sicily, where he chanced 
to touch on his way to Malta. The Sicilian Vice- 
roy did not leave him long in ignorance of the £m- 
peroi's object in lavishing these attentions. Tired 
of the trouble and expense of maintaining the city oi 
Mehedia, which the knights had assisted him to 
take from Dragut, Charles, with his usual selfi^ 
nesB, proposed that the Order should transport itself 
to that pLeu^e, and make it the permanent residence 
o£ the convent. The Grandmaster referred the mat- 
ter, to the council ; and that assembly, out of con- 
cLdeiation to the Emperor, condescended to await 
the r^ort of several commissioners whom they sent 
to soryey Mehedia, before they returned a defi-. 
nite.answ^. This report was of sudi a nature 
as at once induced them to reject the proposaL The 
knights had become completely maritime in their ha^ 
bits ; and not only were they unwilling to resign the 
islands, which they had exercised so much skill to. 
render defensible, but they justly argued, that, on 
the coast of Barbary, they would no longer be able. 
to give that succoiu: to Christians traversing the Me-, 
diteiraoean, which was one of the grand objects o£ 
their institution. Charles professed himself satisfied 
with these reasons ; but the Viceroy of Sicily thought 
pnjpp to resent them, by interdicting ibe E\rgi^«^ oR. 



16C cLAxmum la saitocx, 

coniidttditIieeonv«itin« indie cnifecmiol dnmU 
ii^from tbit iaknd; and, toaiollifyhiin, theGiVMk 
msster had to dc^patldl the Priori^ Ca|N»iridi ee« 
vvfitgilfiiNy to chftKT away the oorndis who ittfaated 
httcoMCa; While employiML on this aemoe, 8troia 
irecemd a prem^ invitatida fitmi hisddfeet biodM«v 
who had succeeded to the command' cf tte f^nndl 
army in Italy, to re-enter the semoe of Piance. 
Suppressing his antipa^ies i^[ainst that govenmantj 
m Gffder to gnitify the hoeditary spirit of fe fw jgn 
ittadk still Mispeiedy that, in c<nieeri with hiv fanM 
thor^ he xta^t yet ovoturn the dynasty which hai 
driven his fiither to seek an asyhun in a sduaMi 
mve, he at once acceded to the propositMH. But • 
jbait of his design having heen fo marf e d fion dte 
eourt of Spain to the Sicilian Yiceroy, that fane* 
tionary prepared to prevent lAm Maltese gsHies from 
leaving the port of Palermo. By one of those sfr»^' 
tt^ems, however, which intrepid and gifted roeon it* 
lone are ahle to plan and execute, Strossi elnded thtf 
Viceroy's vigilance, and returned to Malta, from- 
whence, after having fermaliy reagned his oomnaad^ 
he i^ain sailed on mhat he was pleased to st^eal 
private adventure, accompanied hy a numbnr of 
young knights, who were delighted to make diew 
first essay in arms under so redoubted a diie£ A* 
soon as he Was fSurly at sea, he disclosed to his fol- 
lowers the true nature of his intentions, wheremm^ 
a few Spanish and Italian knights abandoned hun ; 
but the rest declared themselves ready to share hiv 
fortune, wherever he mi^t lead. He accordingly taw 
down to the coast of Tuscany, and landed at Port*' 
Ercok, where he was instructed, by the French «H 
nenil who occupied it, to wait the junction of a £et^ 
of JRroyen9al gallies. l&aget.XoidKift^wffiM ez^hril 
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IB tke interval^ with the small force . he coznmanded, 
he formed the rash project of seizing the insignifi- 
cant £)rt of Scarlinoy in the pdncipality of Piombi- 
no, and, with his usual intrepidity, set out in person 
to reconnoitre it. Unfortunately, a pea^t, who lay 
in ambush near the walls, recognised him, from his 
miyestic stature, and mortally woimded him in the 
side with a musket-ball. Thus, by the hand of a 
peasant churl, fell one of the bravest captains of the 
Order — a man who would have died its chie^ had 
his moral worth been commensurate with his valouf. 
He was buried in the great church of Porte-Ercole ; 
but a year afterwards, Cosmo de Medicis, the here- 
ditary enemy of his house, with the rancour of an 
ignoble adversary, had. his remains torn from the 
grave, and cast into the sea. 

The commander Parisot de la Valette succeeded 
Sirozzi, as admiral of the Maltese gallies. His name 
soon became as terrible to the Turkish and Moorish 
coisairs, as that of his predecessor ; and, stimulated 
by his repeated triumphs, the whole Mediterranean 
came to svnurm with privateers manned by knights, who 
were scarcely more scrupulous as to the nature of the 
war they waged than me pirates whom they sought 
to extiqpate. This maritime crusade at length ex- 
cited the attention of the Sultan Solyman ; and the 
Gnndmaster, warned by the indications of his im- 
pending wrath, applied himself to replenish the ar- 
senals and strengthen the defences of the island. At 
his own expense he made a considerable addition to 
Fort Saint Elmo ; and so completely fortified the peiv- 
inaula of Saint Michael, which, like that of the Bouig 
juts into the Grrand Fort, that, in honour of him, it 
was designated the Isle de la Sangle, and has ever 
spnoe boine that name. 

VOL. II. L 
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While these works were in progress, the island 
was devastated by one of those terrible hmricanes, 
which the Greeks of the Levant mtA Siphon. It 
-was in the evening of the 38d of Septcaker that 
this fright&l tempest burst over* the pott. Hie 
waves^ heaped into monntains by conflidtii^ Ua8ls> 
rolled irresistibly within the ludbonr, whidi wm toon 
Btrewed with dead bodies and l^e fri^ments -c^ siiat- 
tered baiks. Such was the fitiiy of the whiiMnd, 
that four galHes were sndced into its voiteK taid 
capsized, and their crews were -either drowned, tit 
crushed to death within them. The hovnes near die 
port were thrown down, and their inmates boiied in 
the ruins. £ven the Castle of Saiift Angelo itsdlf 
tottered to its foundations ; and -liie huge flag ifKjfT 
which upheld the standard of the Order, was l<nRii|> 
'andhurfed to the ^stanceof hdf axnile. Fortu- 
nstdy this fierce gust was df i^ort oontiimnee. 
At the expiration of half an tiour, the wind snbnded 
as suddenly as it had risen ; but not till upwttds 
of six hundred persons had perished. It was not 
till next morning that an attempt could be made to 
right the capsized vessels — a service which the Grand- 
master personally superintended. Hearing a noise 
proceed from one of these baiks, he caused -a 
hole to be made in the side of it, when a monkey 
instantly leaped out, delighted at its liberation ; and 
the Chevalier de TEscure, and several other knights 
who were on board the galley at the time of the duas- 
ter, were afterwards rescued through the same aper- 
ture. They had passed the night chin deep in water, 
clinging to the ribs of their unfortunate vessel, with 
barely sufficient air to preserve them fit)m suffocation. 

While the Order was occupied in repairing these 
misfortunes which the generosity -of fleverd poten- 
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litcB and diiiiQgisitthod knights enabled k to do with 
vaMxpeotod taBpafdky^ die oozsoir Drugnt, expecting 
to Attack Maba at a vantage, appealed dff the island 
wkh a £0iiiideraible fleet, and, iOsembadung a laige 
hod^orctf saan^edthe open eountry. A body of 
ibne boiidred knigfats, liowever, under the command- 
er Lcmis ^de Laatic, re^ieUed these pirates with great 
dbi^^iter ; and by way of reprisal, Francis de Lor- 
flabe, Giand Prior of France, acoured the whole coast 
^ Barbary with a power^ squadron, and returned 
•to part hden with spoiL In one of the maritime 
fpiniti peEforooed by Uie kaaights at this period a 
knigb^ hurried away by his valour^ ra^y 
into a Turkish galley* ^snd finding escape im- 
pnmhk, fired a quantity d gunpowder whidi chane- 
to be within his reai^, and bkw up the vesseL 
The Grandmaater La .Sangle died on the 17th of 
i557« His last days i9&ee ^nbittered by a 
respecting one of Stroezi, Prior of C^ua's 
idhiehifaadfbfioa unjustifiably carried out of .a 
part after ttfaat bughit's ikeath, and was after- 
vmbaaoBptundJvyaa'flimssary of the Pope, under 
oes which copopromiaQd the independence 
honoar jU( the Maltese flag. The vexatiou 
(iridch La fian^ experienced on this occasion, 
hLVwghi tm the malady whidi terminated his life. 
John de Ja Valette, one of the most illustri- 
ccnmnanders ihe Order ever possessed, suc- 
an unanimous vote, to the Graadmaster- 
tie had made Malta his constant residence 
the day of his teception as a knight, .and had 
progressively from dignity to dignity^ till 
hm ckivshons virtues procured him the supreme ap« 
■nstment. One of his first acts was to repair the 
iBJOBtice of hts immediate predeeeasora» by a^imx* 
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sion of the gentence whidi had been passed on the 
Mardud k VaiUier, tfaroc^h the madnniitioiis of D*0- 
medeft. La Slu^ had m««ij Ubirated 1m VafiMr 
from diahtt and dose confinement; bat'LaYalette 
relieved hun, from what was mfimteljmoi^ ddbiMnk 
to a proud spirit-^immerited disgiaee; "Hie 'dam 
of the Emperor Charles the Fifth (1556), moA^iSlb 
consequent anhifailation of Spanish influence iv-llie 
eomvent, th& better enabled the Gnmdmaater to 'gii- 
tify the generous impulse of his heart iyy thb tsMy 
rqjiuration. By his energy and address lie had pvi- 
vionslj reducea ^e commanders in the BobeA&tti 
attd Venetian istates, who had long pratNided'to'dl- 
enaae an independent anthoiity, to proper vafa}^ 
* tion. The remonstrances he enn^oved in thfis mM- 
tisdon, enforced «. A^ were hyKom, irfitfSd 
just abdicated the Impmal dignity; «nd Us bUMkit 
Ferdinand, induced the Oerman kinghts to diuuttfih 
a de)putation to Maha, accredited by «U die - Aidb 
of Germany, to announce their implicit sabmisbldli, 
and the ^ture payment of all their r(fapOnsion g (tit ' 
gagements whidi they never afterwards violated; •*'/ 

The thorough conviction wfaidi lot Valetle ^ife- 

tertained of the innocence of La Yalfier, not My 

induced him to remove the stigma which had b^ka 

cast on the dbaracter of that kn^t, but indled Imn 

to enter into a project for the recovery of 'the-lbr- 

- tress, the surrender of whidi had involved hitt% 

disgrace* Dragut, though still nominally the «rf>- 

ject of the Sultan, ruled in Trmoii wim absdiilte 

sway ; and, by sparing neither kbour nor ekpaaie, 

had rendered it one of the most defensiUe "pyftes 

in Baibary. The Duke of Medina-Ofi, Vmfoy 

' o£ Sicily, who si^gested the expedition, .seetffed 

' /or it the tipfKbtJdm of hissovere^^ .iH^^'Vie 
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Second of Spain. The season, being unpropitious, 
ihe. Grandmaster would have postponed the depar- 
Ipze of the . armament till the following spring ; 
Vut the Viceroy, aware of the unstable tenure of 
his oommissiony and eager to earn glory while 
the opportunity was left him, would not be dis- 
•oaded from an inunediate departure. The fleet 
lendezvoused at Malta (1559), where four hunr- 
4red .veteran knights, and upwards of fifteen hun- 
dred soldiers, beades volunteers, embarked, .under 
the. command of the Chevalier D'Urr^ de Tessieres, 
edminl of the gallies. Unfortunately, the Viceroy, 
with that obstinacy which often characterizes weak 
end pusillanimous men, and contrary to a solemn 
tederstanding between him and the Grandmaster, 
tamed aside nom Tripoli, and attacked the insigni- 
ficant island of Galves. The Moors who inhabited 
i| defended themselves with great bravery ; but the 
Qniatian arms ultimately proved victorious. Inflat- 
ed by this conquest, the Viceroy set about construct- 
ing a fortress for its maintenance ; but insubordina- 
tion and disease combined to impede the work. 
gemal distinguished knights feU victims to the pre- 
velent distempers ; and intelligence of these proceed- 
ings being forwarded to MaJta, the Grandmaster, 
afar duly notifying his disapprobation of the Vice- 
soy's conduct, ordered the Maltese troops to sepa- 
nte from the expedition, and return home. The 
Commander de Tessieres, before he obeyed this 
jnandatff, employed every e£Port to induce the Vice- 
jny to re-embark ; but, though warned that a pow- 
tpel Turkish squadron, combined with all the pira- 
liad galHes that could be mustered, had put to sea 
frith the intention of destroying him, the Duke was 
fmi 9gmm stgument. Seeing hixa coD&n&fi^m 
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his obstinacy, the remnant of tke Maheae fb 
embarked. Nine knights died on tke Iw 
voyage ; and the commander himsclfy to^l 
^ greater part of the scddiers, mariAts nu 
who composed the a n nam en ty catpiiitd Am 
dieir return. 

Notwithstanding tl^e morfaiHty^ 1^ Gn 

could not bring hnnseiT lo« leave the Vretxc 

fiMe ; and three well-manned gsttiesr m 

knight De Matdonat, were soon after de^ 

} ^ his succour. This reinlbrcement reached 

I , only to witness the dispersion of the Chis 

mament. Stubborn in his belief tkat the ' 

squadron would not assail him, the Yicooy 

%o credit the startling reports w^h prendlci 

effect, imtil he beheld the Ottoman Asct 

horizon. Disease had completely rahdved di 

of the Christian forces ; and, instead of mar 

to meet the enemy on the waves or oh thi 

they crowded in border into their vessds^ 

only to escape a rencontre. The admiral, Jq 

drew Doria, (not the great Doriar}, enervated 

ness, made his escape in a light brigantiDe, < 

along with him the Viceroy, who preferred ai 

rious flight to death amid die ruins of die 

which he had buih. Twenty-eight galHes an 

teen large ships were captured b^ the Toks 

f. I - hand^ of troops, under Alvarex de Sande, a 

; P officer, held out the fort fer three mcmtha^ m 

; >i ; only subdued, when, preferrir^ dcaith to int 

privation, they flmig themselves, sword in km 
the enemy's rzmks. Fourteen thousand men | 
lit this expedition. The knight de Maldonat ] 
ed the tl»ee galihes which he commanded by x 
pUotmg them through the shi^krirs and 
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tkat heok the coasts after the battle wa& ixietrievably 
decided agaiaat him. 

It was about this time that Cosmo de Medicis> 
Gxand^duke of Tuscany^ axudous to create a power- 
ful maritime force ia his dominions^ instituted a na- 
val corpsy on the officers of which he conferred the 
honour of biightbood^ under the patronage, of Saint 
S^kefh/esL He at the same time assigned them the 
BDwly feuaded city of Cosmopolis^ in the island of 
Sttwy as a residence.^ The commanders of this new 
Order were instructed to avail themselves of every 
oypostunity of oo-operation with the Maltese squa- 
dfoxH whenever they met it at sea ; for the knights of 
Saint Jotoi had become as £unous throughout Eur 
Ki^ fcr dieir maritime skill, as they had long been 
{gg their warlike renown. Never befi^re had their 

Slaes been so numerous, or so efficiently manned, 
• pirate flag quailed before them in every comer 
of the Mediterranean ; and their annals aboimd with 
'iftffh of naval combats in which the more intr^id 
conimanders almost invariably bore away the palm of 
Mtory fi»m the Moslems. Foremost among these 
oceaa*warnor% fought the commaoader de Romegas^ 
otherwise L'Escure^^-the same knight whose life 
iRaa 90 miraculously preserved in the memorable storm 
iriudi did 80 much damage in the island ; but his 
ImimLb were stained by the bloodthirstiness of his 
It would, indeed, be a breach c^ historical 
not to state, that the warfsure was character- 
aaad on both sides by sanguinary ferocity. If the 
Twk awl the Moor were cruel and merciless, so 
WM the Christian knight. It was a war of reckless 
]bk>od«h«d and brutal ^)oliatioa — a series of legal 
iNtfngea which humanity chroniclea with r^et. 

• Knolka. 
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A genera! councfl of the Cadiolic Chnrdi was held 
at Trent about this time, chiefly with a view to con- 
cert measures lor checking the prc^iressdF die lefoim- 
ed doctrines, which assembly we ChefiHer Royas 4e 
Pdrtdnai^ attended, as the representafcivtt of die 
Order. He exerted himself' to procure the restom- 
fion of sudb possessions and privileges as had hem 
usmped by varions potentates ; bnt this asaendify,' 
immersed mbnsiness oi greater moment, treated W 
qjpeal with coldness and neglect. ConsidiaiDig tint 
me Pope hiniself was one of the {ninceB agaiui^ 
whom ms complaints were lerdAsd, it isnot ampoi- 
ing that he totally MLed in his mission. Yet, ^ 
ihis' very period, when not one among the fiiAera 
of the mim^ had a wcxd to adnmoe m iivoiir 
Gpf that iUnstrious' brodierhood whidi had 6r cen- 
turies been its diief bulwark, die ' kn^nhts- took 
Fignoh de'Veler, a strong fi^tress on die eoart -pf 
Baibaty, whidi, two years before, had aaeoesafiiBy 
defied the forces of Spain. Five of die Mrifeese 
gsillies employed in diis service soon after p e r fo nnad 
a notable exploit, by capturing a laifg» and ridily 
laden Turkish galleon in the mouth c^the Adriatie. 
The battle lasted five hours, and one hundred and 
twenty Christians, including five knights, feff ere 
the Turks pulled down their flag. The kni^its^ 
Giou and Romegas, commanded the Makese atm^ 
droii in diis fight, which redounded the more to their 
honour, inasmudi as the loss of die galleon, which be- 
longed to the Kiskr-aga, chief of the faiadc eannehs 
of me seragKo, occasioned more dismay at Constantt- 
nople, diah if the cross had been irfanted in trimHiA 
on the walls of some important ^tresSi SolynMD^ 
regarding it as an insuk oftted to his own hamm- 
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iboM— 4br some of his female fiivourites had shares 
in the aigosy — ^was grievously incensed. Not only 
dkl'the Kislar-aga and the Odalichi urge him to 
vengeance, hut even the Imaun of the grand mosque 
publicly invoked him to redeem, with his sword, the 
many followers of the Prophet who pined in Chris- 
tian chains. The populace also lifted up its potent 
vmce ; and Solyman, nnned into wrath, swore solemn- 
ly by his beard to extirpate the Order. 
•^ The Sultan, notwithstanding his indignation, did 
not rush into the contest without first consulting 
iiis counsellors, as became a wise and prudent prince. 
Several of them recommended, as a preliminaxy 
step, an eiq>edition against the Christian settlements 
in Barbery; others, against Sicily and Italy; but, 
in the Saltan's own eyes, the subjugation of Malta 
alone found fiivour ; and he steadily adhered to that 
project, as the most likely to spread the terror of his 
name fiur and wid^ He accordingly set about equip- 
ping a mighty armament, the command of whioi he 

'■ mlrasted to the Pashas Mustapha and Piali, with 

- the imderstanding that the corsair Dragut, whose 
nand renown was still untarnished, should be ad- 

' mitted to idl their councils. 
■-*■■ The knights, warned of the storm about to burst 

/on them, by the loud and general note of warlike 
praparation that sounded in the East, spared no 
exertion to place their island in a proper state of 
cbfenoe. With the exception of Spain, which fai' 
nished a small body of troc^s, and the P(H)e, who 
'0(Hitr9>uted ten thousand crowns, none of the great 

^ European potentates showed a disposition, or in- 
deed had the power, to render them any essential 

^aid* France was rendered powerless by intestine 
; Crennany trembled for hei o^m &oti!^\ «b^^ 
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EngliNifl no hmger took an interesl in ^e co 
bttwe«i (iie CnsDeiift and the Cioatk Bat ikml 
Mg» dia* Aey wen left to engage aJBgla'hinA 
tJMitiHifli aoto4oi%aaa8tiimilvft to'lbeiiric 
dM»ka%^ At ^ Gnrndttaatn^t WBmoai 
v«ni koidiaib. af ditniy who were duMHBd a 
tlii» iaHMil cntiMwaw^fiiBB, haatcned to Mahi^ i 
Btifala aadoory whfln^ in ooi^iMctico widk Amv 
esperimiGed conAtrea, they enpkiyed thaawh 
Aaa iy i ma agdb native popahiiwi, andtha ati| 
aiiaa wiwn lh« ago^ oi the CMcr kfied i 
MMHn awaiaa> oiKn oonmauMM aa wcae nan 
tatady hf age or uiftmitM8| mm wpainng ^ 
poalol daag a ii^ remitted to^ Ae tiaaanqr gi ia te 
of tiiair panonal finds. Baft the huwaik < 
Qriaa was the Gaandafiaitrt hmaaE Sqoal ii 
tval aagaei^y ni oawiaaga^ in miliiMj aUBt m 
honofuma saa!, to dka aaoat ilkalriMinahkfii i 
ei«r peaaeaaad^feilnieeaald nafty at ihiaarkMid p 
have dew>]red the aa prein e power OBiainMe efl 
and nnfflianimcwisr comeaander^bHi John dala V< 
Tcmpoial dignities had heen ahowand thicUj 
him ; but^ fiff fixHu alienaaing hta haait firom the 
duties of his profession, they had only iCDdaaedhi 
iftore eager to deport himself on all occasioos i 
OMBM a tme Christian knight To such a man» i 
&F eaaiar to prepare to meet death bravely <m hi 
bastioRS, Ihmi to contemplate the poasibility c 
banner he bought nnder beii^ torn down be 
bonomrbytbehanda of an enemy. He fiilfiUi 
one and the same time^ the duties of the hoapi 
the private aokbery the engmeer, the artilkriat 
the eaptain of the boat. The one hour h( 
busiadin the hospital^ the next superinftendm 
fkmeen who w«ce employad in Minatnalhi| 
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; and, with die saiae hand that had taacttd 
fl» phox of the riamg hulwaiks> he frequently grasp- 
eA, bj way of example, the mattock and the spade*. 
'^ A fomudable enemy," said he, speaking in fvJi 
asaemUy to his knights, '' are coming like a thuft-- 
dttf-doud iqpon us ; and if the banner of the Ciosfr 
dmat fusil to the unbeliever, let us remember, that it 
iss signal that heaven demands from us the lives which 
m haive scdemnly devoted to its service. He who 
din m thia eavse dies a happy death ; and, to reo- 
dflc us worthy to meet it, hi us renew at the ahac 
those vows which ought to make us not only £eav* 
len, but invincible in the fight. " 

The acdemn ceremonial which followed this ad« 
ina^ was wdl calculated to inspire the kniffhts with 
llie most frarvent seaL Shriven of their sms, thejf 
partook of the eucharist, and renounced all tem- 
pgnl pursuits and gratifications, until such time aa 
thfliff xcdemption shoidd be accomj^hed. Priv^e 
animositicii were abandoned — they strengthened each 
adm by the uttenuice of noble sentiments — aad^ 
Iwnding in devoted brotherhood before the syHH- 
U of their £aiith, they vowed to stand between iii 
and profanation, till the last dn^ of their blood was 
drained. 

A general muster of his forces showed La Va- 
ktte tbat he might rely on the services of seven 
hmdrad ksights^ be»des serving-brothers, imd abou^ 
ei|^ thousand five hundred soldiers, composed of 
the crews of the gallies, foreign stipendiaries, and 
the »]liti& of the island. As had been done by L'Isle 
Adam, at the siege of Rhodes, each language waa 
iatanted with a particular post on the fbrtifieationa* 
The defence of the Bourg, a most important posi/> 
WM 9(m&ded to the three language Qi^iaB«:.^> 
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and part of the language of Castile. The knights 
of Italy, headed by the Admiral De Monte, oocu- 
pied the Isle de la Sangle, and those of Armgon 
the quarter and platform of the Bormola gate. The 
languages of Ei^land and Germany, with the rem- 
nant of the kmghts of Castile, were posted on the 
Mole, and from thence as &r as the ditdi of fint 
Saint Angelo, which was gairisoned by fifty knights 
and five hundred soldiers, under Garseranos, a Ca» 
talonian knight. Romegas, with that intrepidity for 
which he was distinguished, undeitodc, with his 
marines, to defend the entrance of the great port ; 
and a battery of nine guns, commanded by Gninl, 
a Castilian, was raised to protect the harbour of the 
gallies, whidi lay between the Bouig and the Isle de 
la Sangle. This port was further defended by a 
great iron chain, supported on casks and beams of 
timber, placed at regulated distances, and extendii^ 
firom the platform of Saint Angelo to the ewe call- 
ed the Spur of Saint MichaeL The garrison of 
£[>rt Saint Elmo was increased to sixty knights, com- 
manded by Desguerras, Bailifi* of Negropont ; and 
to these were added the Cavalier John de la Cerda, 
and a body of Spanish infimtry under his command* 
The Cit^ Notsi)ile was intrusted to Mesquita, a 
Portuguese knight, and the island of Goza to the 
Chevi^er Torreglias, a Majorcan of tried valour, 
who only prized the appointment the mote for the 
peril it embraced. In addition to these arrange- 
ments^ Copier, Grand Marshal of the Order, was 
placed at the head of an ambulatory corps, with in- 
structions to hover perpetually in the vicinity of 
those places most calculated to admit of a hostSe 
descent. 
Itmamiht I8th of May 1665,. that the IHbU 
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'^ese sentinels stationed on the cavalier of fort Saint 
Elmo, first descried the Turkish fleet. It consisted 
of one hundred and fifty-nine oared vessels, and car- 
ried thirty thousand soldiers, chi^y janizaries and 
spahis — ^troops who, on all occasions, formed the 
miie of ^e Ottoman battle. A squadron of store- 
ships accompanied this mighty armament, having on 

. board the heavy artillery, the horses, and the neces- 
sary munitions of the army. In the course of the 
ni^t, notwithstanding the vigilance of the Grand- 
master, three thousand Turks landed at Saint Tho- 
mas's creek, a roadstead a few miles to the eastward 
of the Grand Port. On the following night, the fleet, 
with lanterns lighted, stood away for the more re- 
mote bay of Marsa Sirocco, where next morning the 

■ whole army disembarked. Hostilities commenced 
ominously tor the Order. A Portuguese knight, who 

, had been sent out to reconnoitre, was struck dead by 
a Turkish ball fired firom ambush ; and the Chevalier 
de la Riviere, who gallantly rushed forward to bear 
off his body, had his horse shot under him, and was 
taken. The Turkish general put the captive kni^t 
lo the torture, to extort from him a description of 

> the weakest points of the fortifications. La Rivieare, 
afiecting sincerity, named the post of Castile ; but 
no sooner did the Pasha behold its bulwark and 

.€Bsemated ravelin in a bird's-eye view which he 

' subsequently obtained of the whole defences fixmi 
Mount Calcara, than he knew that his prisoner had 
dealt lalsely with him ; and, setting the example to 
his soldiers, they beat out the knight's brains. This 
eruel act, and the outrages perpetrated by the in- 
taders in every comer of the island, were avenged 
however in some measure by the column under the 
^^Fiaiid Marabalp which cut off fifteienEkYras^^'oiv 
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ntuders wko had straggled from their rai^ m vMdti 
semoe it lost fourscore soldiers and oM km^*, 
n SHnBtrioas Florentiiie named D'E^bene. Tbe 
Ofandnastei^ though he held it pmdent to ^nraii- 
nge theee skkraiBbes at the oiitset, « likdy to ba- 
-fafitaate the soldiers to the ai^pect and dievts of iht 
mem^ soon %«w that the numerical ias^ukf wat ao 
p»digio.u^ .g^not him, as to render *h«« imid. 
visabie ; and the Marshal and his ooipB iiiNe <m- 
mately recalled within the walls. 

Foft Saint £hno, f^ich, as has abeady been 
stated, occupied the extremity of the rocky pemnaida 
cidled Monot Scebeims, was^the first dc^ens^la point 
whidi the Tanks assailed. They argued, that wato 
that post carried, they wovM. obtain complete po§- 
sesden of Port Masceit, which would aftemvis 
serve as a aoouie and commo^ns haveii for tiwir 
fleet. Pioneers immediatefy attempted to eMi 
trendies to the kadwavd of the <fert, whidi was Ibttt 
iodifRirently defended on that ^de ; bvnt l^e hard- 
ness of 4he rock, and llieir oompieto -eijioaaie to 
the «annon on the walls^ rendered ^e woik kn- 
piaoticaUe. As a substitute, they rawed p ar a pel B 
of planks and beams, banked with earth, whkjh 
was brought from a distance with prodigiew fan 
foour, -and worked into clay mixed with rushes and 
straw. Under this cover the vfcurks rapidly advanced. 
PiatfoTMB were raised, bristling with cannon ; and, 
on the 34th of May, six days after the arrival 
of the fleet in the offing, a battery of ten guns, 
each of whidi carried a ball weighing eighty 
pounds, two sixty-poimd culverins, and a ba^isk 
of enormous dimensions, which threw stone-btd- 
lets that weighed one hundred and sixty pornds, 
<>penedmpgR'iie{oiU Every diot UM; and, eeeing 
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tfae na&3 momentaiily cnimUing under ^is terrSble 
ibower, ^ Bailiff of Negropont despatdied die Spa- 
siard La Cerda to solicit a reinforcement from the 
Grandmaster, on the assumption that a stout and 
courageoas garrison alone could maintain so expoa- 
ed a poet. La Cerda imprudently announced the 
ly of the fcnrt in presence of the aasembkd 
itSy and, with a fidnt-neartedness that disgusted 
the Giandmaeter, predicted its reduction within a 
week. In order to set a brave example, and to pro- 
tnct ike defence by every possiUe mode, in the hope 
diat the Vicefoy of Sio&y, at ^tte Jvad of powerful 
saooefurs, would ultimately airive to his relief La 
Vaiette instantly dedaied, that he himself would im- 
dertalce theoomaaand of the little garrisoa. But the 
kni^te rose « a body, and implored him not to 
flbndon the nnportant duties attached to his afeatkm, 
to beoome the defender of a single post, while, at the 
same time, a number of the bravest voluntarily offiar- 
•ed to rapair Either, and do their endeavour to pre- 
aerve it, Accoidingly, a jpeinfeinement, headed by 
-^19 Ohevatiers Gonsaks de Median jmd La MoUe, 
imm 'bested across the haven under aaver aSlhtmna 
df Saint Angelo ; and afterwards, from time to .time, 
individual Imights, stimulated by more than ordinavy 
vdour, tran^>oited themselves in ski£& to the same 
poriloBS destination. Among these brave men was 
±M Mirande, a 'veteran knight, who, having anived 
iirom Sicily at this critical juncture, voluntarily joined 
the gavison of Saint Elmo, and, by his noble ex- 
asnple, gieatly «upported its defenders in the resist- 
ance which they subsequently made. A cannon-ball 
from the Castle of Saint Angelo having shattered. a 
stone in the Turkish trenches, a fragment of which 
severely wounded Piali Pasha, La Vaie^\A Xoc^ ^- 
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vantage of the consternation into whidi the en^ 
my were thrown by the accident, to despttch a meB* 
magn to the Viomy of Sicily^ entreating him to 
ha^en to his aid with what swcours he eould moB^ 
t». Hie Viceroy returned for answer^ that he wouU 
be with him by the middle of Ji]iiei--HMW8 wUdi 
80 dieered the garrison of Saint Ehne^ that it mads 
. a gallant sortie into the Torki&h treiidie% and for 4 
time kqit the enemy eompletehr at bay.- Bnt-tfat 
Osmanhs, rallying bravely, as is their wont, reeo*>'' 
veied the ground whidi mej had lost» and not -onj^ 
rnralsed the Christians, but, eonoeakd by the sdmIbb. 
of the artillery, pursued them back to the eoonldfi 
scaip, wdiere they ef^Kted a lodgement by means ef 
beams and gabions, and erected a battery imoat-it^ 
Tht garrison soon had reason to droloet wis c»*> 
cumstanoe ; for the Turkish harquebusiers, protected 
by their works, coolly shot down every man who 
showed his head above the parapet. 

Matters were in this position when the coraair 
Dragut arrived in the Ottoman camp. Though he by 
no means approved of the operations which had fd!e- 
ceded his arnval, he laboured not the less assiduam^ 
ly, now that the siege of this isolated fortress wait 
commenced, to achieve its reducticHu He might . bc!' 
said to live in the trenches ; and several-: batteriasii 
raised under his immediate direction, opened widb: 
£Eital precision on the ravelin and cavalier* At-hs- 
soggertion, four culveiins were also planted lOn^if 
headland cm the other side of Port Musceit, the Sid 
of whidi flanked thede defisnces. . The 
on which this battery was erected, retains the 
of Cape Dragut to tiiis day. '^nhr. 

Overpowered by long watching and inomt 
&tigue, the Chrisdans leWed. vVki^ix Ni^daneeinrk' 
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Aott Space ; and the Turks, seeing the ravelin min- 
id and undefended, suddenly stormed it at daybreak, 
and put all who opposed their entrance to the sword. 
FVom thence they would have flung themselves di« 
lectly into the fort ; but the garrison, roused to a 
knowle^ie of the danger, fiercely obstructed their 
advance* Twice in d^e course of six hours did 
the Turkish general urge his janizaries to renew tha 
aasault ; and such was their stubborn bravery, that, 
but fi)r the shortness of ^eir scaling-ladders, their 
effi)rts would have been successful. This bootless 
atlife cost the Turks three thousand diosen soldiers. 
Tlie Order lost nearly a third of that number, and 
tpwenty knights. It is recorded, as an instance of 
knightly magnanimity, that the Chevalier de la Gar- 
damp, being mortally wounded by a musket-ball 
in the heat of the batde, would not permit any of his 
kraiher knights to bear him firom the walls, but, with 
his yet remaining strength, crawled into the chapel 
of ^ fort, and, laying himself down before the al^, 
Acre breathed his lai^ 

Tlie loss of the ravelin, and the number of the 
wofunded whom the Grandmaster saw return to the 
Bborg, and whose place he instantly supplied with 
inA tKooj^ gave him great uneasiness; but his 
M Bt row was mixed with indignation at beholding the 
fljpaniaid La Cerda again appear before him, with no 
better moiogj for his recreancy than a slight scar. 
Fur different was the conduct of the commanders 
Oosgtterras and Broglio, the joint-governors of the 
igiC n^iieh he had abandoned. Tnough bodi of 
Ana were wounded, they pertinaciously refused to 
retire from their post, preferring, as they nobly ex- 
nriawd themselves, a death of honour on its batter- 
tdmUa. 

VOL. IT, M 
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^Miit 4i?|4Qi|Ue .situntiotiL U> !«» V«kll»«! Mltfnp^ 
yrhp^.opiw^ ^fm Above suspiaQiMhiBilifdi iaJbtt 
cooDic]], that ]oi^t(9;.refl(iitiiifi9 .iiaa^ill^wiririMftiiii 
M^'th^ U^ coiiti9iii»d><«)9U|wtii>ii.^' a-^iMifio dHi» 
iQfttMJb^ ymiA only, caQdwie fcHnwp vdudi.waiU 
^B^d% b» re^vind fcn tbe ]QMet«iif«ic».cf .iMdf 
iqipon^ffpt M^dkio^s ; ixut alSI, : luit addodf tbe bvit 
sol^Uerf ¥^ giurn^ovcd il were pwya i di iftliD 
Grandnmster $0 wiQed» to mslkfi. it theu* toiiib« X^i 
Valette frankly admitted that the foft^ couid only^b^ 
iQ^taiQed at the most immiikent peril to its ddfietn- 
ders ; but that, as its abandomoeDt woidd inevitably 
deter the Viceroy, of SiciW.&om sending the rsuoooiira 
he had promised, and thereby. £jM^talfi theenfcire 
subjugation of the islaiitd^ h^.opiUjno^ ooQsiiABiltly 
wibh, his d|i^, consent to tb^ reciJL U iviiftb^ 
proiiracting the siege alpn% that' he antkipufeefl ukit 
mate triumph ; aG4 he theire&H« called .HDGOjiMf 
raa to represent, in hii^.ivimiB». to tbpt fcwiglils in 
the fpi^t, that it depended chiefly on., their, eeiidw^ 
whether this great battle lor thmr fe^ed^Hi Jttd tsi0h 
^nce wpre lost or won-r-that. by their vow»ifchey>:WttM 
bounds at^aU timei^ to hotd 4o<^ ^^ pivfiirBble. (e dev 
feat<-raod that, lath^ tban muffin: the ffvtitot b« emrf 
cuated*. he himselif woidd Uk» .hia. pjaoe anunigtitft 
defendfxs, aj^skfiift.ihm.b^ 
. Several ki)iglb|6| ¥{ho had grown, gray in tb«. smn 
vice of the Order» no booties Visaxd Medran dfiivi 
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this stem message, on his return to Saint Elmo? 
than they began to prepaid for death ; but their more 
youthful confreres, not. yet disposed to resign life 
with similar submission to what seemed a merciless 
decree, instantly drew up, and transmitted to the 
Grandmaster a written document, protesting against 
the poHcy which devoted them to certain death, and 
threatening that, if boats were not sent to take them 
away immediately, they would sally sword in hand 
into the trenches, and be cut to pieces there in £ak 
fight, rather than remain to be butchered behind 
their own ramparts. To this de^erate threat La 
Valette only answered, that if they really valued the 
renown which they affected to prize so highly, they 
would enhance it more by yielding due obedience to 
him as their commander, ^an by giving way to the 
dictates of despair ; as, without yielding such obe- 
dience, no member of the Order could possibly die 
an honourable death. 

That he might not ^pear utterly to abandon 
them, however, the Grandmaster deputed three com^ 
missioners to visit the fort, and ascertain, from 
pmonai inspection, the exact state of the defences* 
Two of the commissioners admitted that the. place 
WIS barely traable ; but at the same time endeavour- 
ed^ fay judiciously eulogizing tlie valour with which 
it had been defended, to stimulate the gacrison to 
further resistance. But the third, who was named 
CoDStantine Castriot, and who bq^sted of being de<« 
soended from Scanderbeg, the &mous Epirote chie^ 
dtdared, with less temper than became toe occasion, 
thatthe danger. was by no.mtuis so great, and that, 
with due exertion, new defencea might be thrown 
uf^ which would complete^ shield the gairison fron> 
tte Tnikish guos on the jravelia.. The scaned aiujk 
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war-worn men, to whom this discottse WM-cBrectaci^^ 
heaidhwith great mdignation; and wImbi lia'was 
dbont to return to the Bomg along witli hit ealr 
leaguefl^ a tmntdtaoiis attempt was made to detaiD 
him, in order that he might man the danger he oon* 
tenmedy and practise the lessons of denrnoo whidi 
he was so forward to inculcate. Castriot framed hiM 
report to the Grandmaster in the aame apirit ; and 
to show that it was fbmided on oounetioiiy oBecad^ 
provided he were allowed to take with him 'a- itin- 
HHKsement of trooro^ to throw lumself mto tha'ficirt^ 
tmd either maintain it, or hory hmiadf in its niim. 
La Talette affected to accept of his services ; wui a| 
the same time, a fresh lery of Maltese- militia gd» 
lantly volnnteered to reHete the diriiaarteiied men 
who occupied the post. Thus supported, the Gkand- 
master despatched a notification to the knights in the 
fort, couched in cold and stately language, intimat- 
ing, that ten times the number of soldiers requisite 
tor its defence had voluntarily offered to undertake 
it ; and that he no longer insisted on men who Here 
confessedly plunged in den>air, continuing on so pe* 
rilous and important a service. " Return, " his epis* 
fie concluded, ** to the convent, in the same boots 
that convey this new force to your relief The pt«» 
servation o£ the idand, and of the Order, depends 
on the nature of the defence whidi the jnrriaon of 
Fort Saint Elmo makes ; and my mind wm be easier 
regarding it, when I know that it is in the hands of 
warrioTB on whose courage I can confidently rely. * 

The raalecontents were cut to the heart by theaa 

eontemptuous lines. They felt at once that it wouU 

require infinitely more resolution to evacuate ika 

Art, under mu£ eixcimistancesy and to support die 

0(M looks of the QiandmaMr) «ul 4Mt vBnm-tf 
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dietr brethren, than to lay down their lives to a man 
on their shattered walls. They therefore unanimous- 
ly entreated their commander, to despatch, without 
delay, a letter to La Valette, imploring pardon for 
their irresolution, and pledging themselves to expiate 
it by an invincible and glorious resistance. As they 
had no boat to carry this message across the haven, 
an expert swimmer was intrusted with it, and ac- 
eomplished the passage in safety. 

La Valette, who had foreseen this reaction, con- 
sented, alter a little delay, to accept their sub- 
miflsion; and the valour of Castriot, who was 
jirobably from the beginning duly tutored by hk 
peptic chief, was not put to the tesL No ex- 
torts were spared to strengthen and increase the 
means of defence which yet remained. Under the 
Grandmaster's directions, a species of fire-work 
WM prepared, which was afterwards found of infinite 
aerrice in repelling the assaults. It consisted of 
krge hoops made of light wood, which, after being 
dm>ed in brandy, were rubbed over with boiling oil, 
aad then covered virith cotton soaked in a combus- 
tJkAe preparation, two ingredients of which were gun* 
yemdet and saltpetre. This operation was repeated 
times at different intervals, in order to allow 
layer of cotton to cool before it was covered fay 
Inatfaer. When the hour of battle came, these hoopv 
wtn set oo fire, and thrown, with the aid of tongs, 
Sato the midst of the enemy. Hooped into clusters 
bV girdles of unquenchable flame, the Turkish sol- 
ibtiM often lost ^ discipline ; and, to prevent the 
Inii- from being burned off their bonesi flung them- 
rilves into the sea. 

'UVnLfid and ashamed at being so long kept, at hay 
yui-handfiii of despente men, tht.1L\&x^ijv^\s(«jVKft 
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at lei^ith made a geserai asmik on idie fuit ii wi. 
At daybreak on the 16th of Jmie^ tke Tmkkh gal* 
lies eottiiiieiieed a fiaiaa» eamKRHide 'against^the sea- 
ward nDnpan*^ ^aad it ifae same tnie *te knd ta* 
teJMB- Hiatlsred nito nun 'ne stul ifimiiiiiM| fciiltf 
cstioiis* AtnS'dOB^ine'tJnniniBS'efltMfed tln^dili^ 
to'the sound tiflihdbr noud 'Imt bnlMAniB aiMie; 
and, M'the disohaige of a m^taH^'gat^ -TOfllMl'inpii^ 
tuoudy to the assauk, «9veied bf fear Aoonnd nn^ 
qaebuflieis and cross-lxm mem, whoy firom tiieir post 
in the trenches, shot down eyery Christian scmm 
who ishowed himself in tih^ hr^idL 'Befauad ^hi 
deadly ggp stood the kni^Hs and thdir sonttha^ 
talion, anned with pikes obd iqpontoonsy and'^mpft- 
tng, as it were, 'a living wau. Beiween evwy ihm 
soidiefs stood a knight, the better to suMoin 4fae 
courage of those who had nothiitt^ of dn va ho nsit* 
nown to nphoid them. In won did the Tuks dasb 
themselves on this impenetrible pbakoix; - ^When 
swards and pikes vrere brdcen, the Christifln aol* 
diers grappled with their antagonists, and itenoH 
noted the dea^<^ruggle with Aeir diggers. The 
boming hoops were m eminent service in this oraft- 
bat ; and the cries of the wretches whom they«b»* 
girt, added greatly to the honor of the fi^t. it 
was a dieenng circomstanoe to the defimders of 
the fort, that the conflict was maintained *«ndir 
the eyes of their friends in the Bomg, vdiom ^h^ 
feared had begun to doubt their bravery, Andd ife 
thunder of the artillery, and the groans of tiie dyiif^ 
their ears were gladdened at intervals by e ueom ayng 
shouts wafted across the haven %vm the 'distHitt 
ramparts ; and the guns of fcxrts .Saint Angeloind 
fioint Michael played incessantly, and ymA wni- 
denble eflfiset, oa t\iA l^aaUikL tioMi «Aji jMmpt 
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•which several of the commanders of the Turkish 

gallies made to storm one of the seaward bulwarks 

of the fott, was foiled by a single discharge from 

one of the batteries of Saint Angelo, which swept 

down twenty men. In the heat of this fierce onsets 

the Turics tried to possess themselves of the great 

•cavalier which covered Fort Saint Elmo — a lofty 

mound of earth, so steep as to be ahnost un- 

-Scaleable ; but the Chevalier Guigno, an Italian 

4uiight who commanded the post on its summit, 

repelled the attempt, chiefly by means of the flaming 

hoops ; — ^for even the bravest of the Ottoman host 

recoiled in consternation before these wheels of fire. 

At the end of six hours, the knights, covered with 

wounds, and blistered by the scorching rays of the 

«un, had the consolation to hear a retreat sounded 

-from the enemy's trenches ; and the Turks reluctant- 

•iy retired, leaving behind them two thousand dead. 

The Christians raised a shout of triumph when they 

bdield the pride of the Turkish battle roll away in 

disorder from their ruined walls ; and their brethren 

•in the Bourg loudly echoed back the cheering cry. 

Seventeen knights fell gloriously in the breach on 

this occasion, and the killed and woimded soldiers 

•exceeded three hundred. Among the slain were the 

Xilhe'^aliers de Medran, De Vagnon, and La Motte. 

'De Medran had just killed a Turkish officer, and 

|K>8Se86ed himself of the standard which he carried, 

mpheii he was struck down lifeless by a musket-baU. 

The Commander de Morgut may also be said to 

hane fellen in the batde ; for, while passing from the 

lofti to the Bouig to 'have his Wounds dressed, a 

«ttm(m-^ot from ike Turkish batteries carried off 

Ills head. 

The km wluoh die gBtnaaa Y^ csostaSoit^ 
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promptl]? j»q[NMn4 by tc&ik troops from the Bomg, 
AU of them weire volunteers ; iQit th« GrandiuBster, 
regarding the eernoe a^ one of infinite Miil, mnld 
(fisemse. no authority in the matter. The Tmldiii 
^[enecal, sadsfiedi firom the bloody r^ulse he had met 
.with, that Saint Elmo could never be earned^ indole 
reii^fiagrcements of chivalrous and devoted aoldien 
oould be thrown ■ into it^ held a council in the 
^trenches, when it was d^rmined to cut off all cohi- 
Auunication with the Bouig, and aubject the foftt 
^,a doseblockade^ both by land and water. The 
corsair Diagut, and a sangiack who acted as diirf 
engioeery were present at wis consultation ; and,- in 
ordei: to settle some point rehitive to the project 
ed operations, they boldly quitted the shelter of 
the works, and repaired to the open ground to 
continue their deliberations. While thus employ- 
ed, a cannon-ball &om the castle of Saint An- 
gelo killed the sangiack on the spot, and shiver- 
ed a rock close beside him ; a fragment of whidk 
struck Dragut behind the right ear, who instantly 
fell down speechless, and bathed in his own blood. 
Mustapha Pasha, afraid lest the army should bit 
discouraged by this disaster, ordered a mantle to 
be flung over the wounded chief while his attendanta 
were removing him to his tent ; and then, with the 
intrepidity of a gray-h^ded and redoubted command-* 
er, made a reconnoisanoe >. frpip the same spot od 
which his friend had just b^n wounded. In the 
end, he ordered a strong body of troops to occupy 
a propfxontory at the mouth of the grand port call* 
ed the Gibbet Cape^ on which he erected a battery 
which completely commanded the entrance to that 
haven. The Grandmaster, aware that if the enemj 
once etfbcted a permanent \Qdg|eiiiejQ&» ou\^^ 0^tt% 
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^Ae &te'of fort Saint Elmo was decided, instract- 
ed the Grand Marshal Copier to make a sortie 
to TOevent it; and a vigorous charge made by that 
knight drove the Ottomans back to their camp. But 
this advantage proved of small moment. The con- 
tested headland was again occupied, and that, too, 
by a force which was not to be dislodged by any de- 
tachment the Grandmaster could send against it. 
Moreover, the Pasha, to render his leaguer of Fort 
.Saint Elmo the more effectual, constructed a cover- 
ed- way in rear of the trench under the counterscarp, 
which he carried down to the sea-beach opposite 
the Gibbet Cape, and filled with a body of skilful ' 
barquebusiers, whose fire, crossing that of the bat- 
tery on the ^ther shore, rendered it impossible for 
any vessel to pass between the Bourg and the Fort, 
which was now completely invested. 

The defenders of Fort Saint Elmo being thus cut 
off from all succour, the Turkish General, on the 
Slst of June, marched all the chosen battalions of his 
anny into the trenches, and once more ordered them 
to the assault. Thrice did the janizaries rush into 
the breach, and as often were they repulsed with im- 
mense slaughter. Night seperated the combatants, 
and the knights who survived these terrible conflicts, 
passed it in binding up each other's wounds, and list- 
ening to the groans of the dying. Even the Bailiff 
of Negropont, and the knight La Mirande, whose 
confidence in the valour of the garrison had hitherto 
been proof against every reverse, could no longer 
deny the imminency of the danger ; and an expert 
swimmer was despatched to the Bourg with a final 
intimation to the Grandno^ster, that, unless he suc- 
ooiived them immediately, their destruction, waa W.* 
yhable, A stem sense of tbe d\xU<&^ m^\xss^^\>^ ^^ 
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a prolessed knight, had rendered 'La Valette deaf to 
their fdmierrepteseiitations ; but, when he s^ them 
•'Compkteljr dnit up in thdr ^alttti^ citadel, ated 
^Mif^red mm all Christian aid, hk heart gmote him, 
'#m1 he instant deii^^tehed 'fife latgiQ-bol^ <^ 
f«l with the bravest 6f his*lu%ht8, to 'feree a -pM^ 
"tage to tfadbr reseue. ^ut so con^btely was the 
•hawn oommmded -by the Tttfkish bt^terieb, tlttft 
^tfais flotilla, lifter nhich perilous bnt'fotile matusaT- 
Ting, was obliged to Return to port ; and the be- 
4ai^ed beheld uieir laM hope of 'salvAtiob defeated^ 

While there remained a hope of escape, many of 
the devoted men dius offered i:^ at the shrine ctf 
necessity, had i^h it difficult to practise the resi^ 
nation- fn martyrs ; httt now, when the day of thetr 
destiny 'had arrived, 'they anticipated, wim a sHeM 
and tranquil foititttde, their inevitable dootao. fo 
4he course of the following night, they aD to6k the 
sacrament in the chapel of the fortress ; and, with 
fraternal tenderness, bade ^eadi other &rewell. At 
daybreak, they repaired to their several posts, safeis- 
"fied that, in a few hours, the Turks would enter the 
"fort over their lifeless remains. Such as were in- 
capable of supporting themselves, in consequence of 
<their wounds, were carried in chairs to the breach, 
where they preferred dying with weapons in their 
'hands, to being butchered by the victors wheh the 
'battle was over. 

At sunrise, on the 2dd of June, the Tntkn quit- 
led their trenches for a final assault. Ladders and 
bridges had been planted at every practioMe poikit 
during the night ; and thirty^two pieces of cann^ 
opened the Ibattle with ^^ir teniUe voice. The 
Btorming bands Mt confident of victory, and fliiiig 
. tiienuelm into il»'\new^^^Mek wnigt ^euta. Thfi 
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bravery with which they were received fell nothing 
short of their own ardotir. The humblest Chris- 
tian soldier within the fort emulated the knights 
themselves in this last struggle ; and, for a time, the 
destructive missiles which they hurled into the Tuifc- 
ish battalions procrastinated their advance. But, at 
the end of four hours, there remained only sixty 
persons to defend the breach, exclusive of a few sol- 
diers who had hitherto maintained the cavalier, but 
who were now required to join this heroic remnant. 
No sooner did the Turks perceive the cavalier aban- 
doned, than they suspended their attack to take poS" 
session of that post, £rom whence they instantly 
commenced a galHng fire of musketry, singling out, 
with &tal precision, every knight who appeared to 
Climate the fight. The Bailiff of Negropont and 
the veteran La Mirande, were among the first who 
'fell under their deadly aim ; and, one after another, 
the rest dropped dead beside them. At length, the 
breach was cleared — ^but only when the last of the 
Christian combatants was cut down by the Turkic 
sabres — " every man, " says Knolles, " being slain 
in valiant fight. " The victors entered the fort with 
i^outs of triumph; and their fieet, at the same time, 
sailed into port Musceit with all the pomp of a naval 
pageant. The famous Dragut lived long enough to 
near, that victory had at last crowned the Ottoman 
arms. He was speechless when the clangour of the 
martial music, and the thimder of the artillery, an- 
nunciatory of the conquest, reached his ears ; but he 
had still strength sufficient left to indicate his satis- 
&ction to the messenger who informed him that the 
fort was won. 

The defence of this fortress cost the Oidci xfccK.^ 
handred kDigbts and thirteen h\mdxed^o\^^^% ^sA% 
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if (b Maltese c^oniders maybe credited, the Turks 
mirdiased it by the sacrifice of eight thousaiid men. 
Mustq^ Padia was so astonished at the insigni- 
ficaooe of its fertifications, that he exdaimed, in re- 
£9reaoe to the conquest of the Bouig, " What re- 
sist^ce may we not look for from the parrat, when 
it'has cost us the bravest of our army to humble the 
child I ** With the ^Mibarous polii^ of his nation, 
he ordered the breasts of the slain knk;ht8 to be 
peMi in.th^ form of a crofis, ; and their hearty tom 
out ;. sfier lAiAf ;lhe l ace y fUte^ anil. he «i [leA T>p^t» 
dodbed in their iMttle-yesti, were tiod^o ^aofa and 
fijiDg into the eea, to be drifted iikto the haibdar. 
JU Vflletip; ^en^h^ be^teld ib&ib diim^ ||ii^me^|to8 
of the gsUint bfmd which he had.isaarifice^ quii- up 
by the surge at the base of his ramparts, could not 
restrain his tears : but his grief socm gm f^»ot to 
vengeance; and, with a. barbarity stiu less. excus- 
able, than . that of the Pasha, inasmuch as it i^iui- 
nated from a Christian knight, he ordered, by way 
of reprisal, that all the Turkish prisoners in the city 
flhoiJd be massacred. This sanguinary ediet ^'ra 
promptly exeoited ; and the Maltese aitiUaiyBieiil 
loading their guns with die bleeding heads of ^ 
victims^ fired tiiem, instead of balls, into the Tsvk&ii 
camp* .•■'■■: 

>■••"■ ...... ... :-.'j- 

•■.■■' • • _ •• •: I.-. 

*- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Bcwrg and Isle de la Sangle regularly Invested — Zas* 
carts the Deserterr—Defeneive Preparations — Exection of 
m Jttarine Stockade — Combat of Swimmers — Otneral 

^ Oamnonade — Arrival of Hassan, Viceroy of Algiers—' 
JSxploits of Canddissa at the Stochade and Spur of 
Saint Michad — AUack of the Algerines on the Bormola 
€fats — Heroism of individual Knights — Death of the 

• JSkights Henry de la Vedette and De Pdastrtm — Desps^ 
rate Attacks on Fort Saint Michael and the Bastkm of 
CasHle-'^Fall of the Sangiack of Bosnia — Jeopardy of 
the City-^Jflepulse of the Enemy from the Citd Notable^ 
Arrival of Succours from SicUy-^ The Turks driven out 

• sf Ike liiand'^ Conclusion of the Siege, 

For a diort space^ the tragical issue of the siege of 
Fort Saint Elmo spread a sort of panic throughout 
tiie oonvent ; but the efforts of the Grandmaster, 
niiose cheering voice was like the sound of a trum- 
pet to his knights, quickly restored their confidence 
and valour. The whole of them renewed their vow 
to died the last drop of their blood on the walls, za<- 
ther than allow the enemy to effect a lodgement on 
them ; and the common soldiers, animated bv a 
eooviction ^miliarly expressed bv La Valette, that, 
thoi^ every knight were slain, they would still find 
imiong themselves a chief capable of leading them to 
victory, displayed a scarcely less chivalrous zeaL 1*0 
gn/dfy that tpirit of vengeance vrhicYi l3[iQ\M!^)i«Ki^Qik 
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conduct of the Turks had roused, and also to de- 
stroy an hope 6f a capitnlationy he decreed that no 
prisoners shduld be taken. A Christian slave, who 
was sent from the Turkish camp to propose a n^o- 
tiation, was instantly ordered to be hai^[ed ; but, be- 
in^ an abject creature, seventy yeanf oz age, was re- 
pneved, and allowed^ at his own entreaty, to return 
to bondage. The kni|^ yiiho conducted him be- 
yond the barriers, whien they^amved aft iht counter^ 
scaip, pointed signi&an% to the ditch, which wa» 
ynarf deep, and said^ ^* T^ ifie Phdia diat this ill 
the only place, we. can suizaider. It is ^eciaSy re« 
served . fi»r him ;'aad hM».ibe- and. aB hia janimiea 
win find vgniv^. " 

Tids bqm' condudT' sadsted'^ilnB TMaA leader, 
that it was idle to waste time in courting negotiation ; 
and he accordingly invested, without farther delay, 
the entire peninsidas of the Bourg and La San^e. 
As the hardness of ^the rock defeated- his attempts 
to open regular trenches, he constructed. breestverks 
of stone ; and his batteries being completed at every 
point, seiren^ Isu^ caimon be^ux- ta batter in 
breach. Before the leaguer waatnorbughly: aeconw 
plished, hcrwever, the chevaliers Robles and D5 
Qmncy, at the head of forty knights, and-a number 
of secular volunteers of vaiious nations^ who had 
landed on a retired part of the coast,^ xnanaged, undier 
cover of. a thick fog^. to throw themselves into th& 
toi^m,. where they vrerc^ received with joyful acdff- 
mafiona by all claoses. La Sang^ and its principsl 
defence, Eorf Saint Michael, were, the points against 
which the besiegen' first directed their fine. Sei»» 



ral batteries, plant^ oa Mount Scebaccas. and thf^ 

onvdm, joom^telv 
md a» they wef9. «8tosaifta iSbA imilwil^ tad ti|«pr 



— — — ^ w^ — • — — — ^ — — — — *\ 
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fore the most honourable^ the elite of the Order under- 
took their defence. The inner harbour alone remain- 
ed open ; and to shut up this only diannel by which 
succours had a .chance of being introduced, the 
Turkish general resolved to make an attack by wa^ . 
ter on a position called the Spur of Saint Michael, 
which occupied the extremity of the peninsula of La 
Sangle. As it was impossible for a flotilla to pass 
under the batteries of Saint Angelo, on this perilous 
service^ without riskjuig certain destruction — the 
gims of that fortress commanding, the whole of the 
qufter pprt — he determined to adopt the notable ex- 
pedient of transporting, a number of boats from 
Port Musceit into the inner basin, across the isth- 
mus that joined Mount Sceberras to the main-' 
land*: This he purposed to accomplish by the W 
bour of Christian slaves, and afterwards to assail 
tba- Spur and Fort of Saint Michael simultaneously. 
by huii and water. The desertion of a Greek offi- 
cer from his service, however, . put the knights in- 
timely possession of his pi^^ect, and occasioJijied 
it to be materially altered. This Greek, who was^ 
mvned Lascaris, was descended £rom a &mily whichs 
h»i givea sevend Emperors to the East. He had* 
l^em, made a slave in his in£m<cy, and reared in the- 
Moslem faith, but had never forgotten tlie re- 
nown of his ancestors, or become a confirmed re-. 
creaht to the Cross. The Ottomans, honouring. 
him &r his. illustrious descent, though they had begr 
garod his whole race, educated him as a warrior; 
91^ at the time of his desertion, he held a dis- 
tinguished appointment among the Spahi. Ambi- 
tioB .had hitherto rendered him insensible to the 
4icgiace of supporting the crescent in opppsitioU| 
iQ.ibid GJuistian b^nn^rj but ^^ magciaxuBu^x^ ^^«^ 
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fence made by the garrison of Saint Elmo— -the s 
of their bleeding bodies choking the breach-^ 
the fortitude with which their brethren in the o 
fortresses also stood prepared to meet their dooin» 
red up the latent nobili^ of his nature ; and, seor 
the renegade character which circumstances had 
posed on him, he resolved to convey the Christ 
tundy intimation of the pending attack, <x loM 
life in the attempt. Availing himself of an cvp 
timity of withdrawing unobserved firom his posl 
hurried down to the beach opposite the Spur of E 
Michael, and made f^ signal, by waving his tur 
that he wished to be taken into the island. S 
guerre^ the knight who commanded at the Spur, 
tieiving, by his habiliments, that he was an office 
distinction, instantly notified the circumstance to 
Grandmaster; but in the meanwhile, the sig 
umde by Lascaris, having been observed by m\ 
Turks at a distance, a party of them ran dowi 
the beach, with an intent to obstruct his flight ; 
knowing his death to be inevitable, if he were ar 
ed, he instantly leapt into the sea. Though ai 
different swimmer, he was yet able to keep hii 
buoyant until three Maltese divers whom Savogi 
promptly despatched to his assistance came up to i 
and brought him half lifeless to the shore. Oc 
recovery, he disclosed the Pasha's project to 
Grandmaster, adding, that he had come to peris 
necessary, along with the Christian knights. La 
lette was so filled with gratitude for this impoi 
service! and saw so onich to admire in the fugk 
character, that he generously pensioned him i 
the public treasury ; and throu^out the rest of 
■iiy, liiascafia made it manifest, both by his cant 
in the council^ and his valour in the fight, that j 
1 
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<j&fde alone hmi 'swayed him to desert the Ottoman 
iMnner, ' and that he had nowise degenerated £rom 
the dauntless character of his race. 

•Thus ferewamed, the Grandmaster prepared, with 
his characteristic sagacity, to defeat the contemplated 
assault. The seaward walls of La Sangle were height- 
ened by his orders, and the cannon on thembrou^t 
to command the inner port at every point; while, at 
the suggestion of two Maltese pilots who enjoyed his 
ccmfidence, a vast stockade, extending from Mount 
Cortmdm to the Spur, was fonned by driving huge 
pilrn into the shallow water, and then fixing a diain on 
the top of them by means of iron rings. Where the 
dqith of the water, or hardness of the submarine 
rock; wis such as to preclude this kind of defence' 
from being adopted, rtrong booms, formed of spar^ 
aad masts nailed together, were chained from pile to 
p2le«- So highly was La Valette' pleaded at the im-' 
pmctieable aspect which this stockade gradually as-' 
sumedy that he subsequently ordered other^ to be^ 
comlmcted for the better protection of the sea-* 
wmi posts which the languages of Englahd, Ger-'' 
uimf^ and Castile were appointed to defend. Theise' 
wicilkr)ooi]^d- only be carried on af^ sunset, in order 
thai the' wiorianen m^t be screened from the fire of 
tlM^Ttifkisb batteries; yet so indefatigabfy did the^ 
p i t hcett kbour at them, that they were completed iit 
the eoiawe of nine nights ; and the Pa^ behdd a bar- - 
riet,< peiCectly impassable to his boats^ rise as if by- 
im^'from the-bbttoMOf the sea. InvinciUe pei^^' 
seMfanees* however, wiie on^ of the leading features of 
Moatapha's character. At th« suggestibn Ota Christian* 
ren^ade^ if band of experi swimmers was despatch-'^ 

ui . ■'... ■.-. ■'*»#■** 
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^ under the doud of night, with axes in Aeir giiv 
dlesy to open a passage tor the flotilla through the 
booms and palindes. The noise fdudh these ad« 
vefttnrei* necessarily made in the executidi «( this 
peiilons duty, soon alarmed the gitfrisoiiy and the gani 
on the walls immediately comm^ooed a fieice Qtaxom^ 
ade* Being too elevated, howev^» lih«r tlnww their 
diot over ue heads of the Tudu eaipuMd in dst 
molishing the bankr; upon which die Adnnnl de 
Monte, who held the chief command in La San* 
die, resorted to the daring expedient of combating 
Uiese new enemies with their own weapons. A p«^ 
of swimmers was promptly mustered £rom amonff 
the Maltese, who, stripping themselves naked, and 
armed pnly with swords, pushed boldly out to the 
stodude, and, after a brief but sanguinary xomhety 
completely routed the Turkish hatchetHueiu A eubn 
sequent attempt was made by the Tuiks to faieak the 
booms snd stakes^ by means of cables wodbed by 
ship-capstans planted on the opposite shore ; but it 
was also baffled by the intrepidity of the mariiMS, 
who no sooner saw what was intended, than they 
swam out again and cut the ropes. 

Enraged at being thus circumvented in a &vourits 
project, the Pasha, on the dth of July, oidered all 
his guns to open simultaneously on the two towns. 
Accordingly, the vast batteries on Mount Saint Mar- 
garet and the Corradin rock, commenced a furious 
cannonade against Fort Saint Michael, and the bul« 
warks of La Sangle ; while those on Mount Soeber- 
ras and Mount Salvator played with equal industiy 
on the Castle of Saint Angdo and the Bouig* The 
whole island trembled with the incessant roar of the 
artillery, and both towns were completely belted as it 
were with smoke and flame. Covered by this iion 
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shower, the besi^ers ran their trenches to the veige 
of the fosse of Fort Saint Michael, and battered a 
small redoubt which obstructed their advance with 
so much fury, that the knights who defended it blew 
it up, and retired into the fort. The cannonade did 
not oease until considerable breaches were made in 
the advanced woiks both of Saint Michael and the 
Bouig ; and the Pasha was only induced to delay 
making an attempt to storm the former, from a desire 
that the Viceroy of Algiers, who was daily expected 
to arrive at the head of a powerful reinforcement, 
should share in the assault. 

So closely were the two towns blockaded, that- 
tke communication between them was for a time en- 
tirely interrupted, save by means of boats, which, in '■ 
their transits, were exposed to great jeopardy from 
the Turkish shot. At the suggestion of John An- 
thony Bosio, a young knight, and broUier to the an- 
nalist of the Order, whose work has been frequently 
^oted, abridge of planks, supported on casks made 
water-tight, was thrown across the lagoon, and after- 
wards proved of great service in Bicilitating the pas- 
sage of succours to the posts which were most in 
dmger. 

Tlie Algerine viceroy entered the Turkish camp 
soon afterwards, accompanied by two thousand five 
hundred chosen soldiers — men long trained to arms, 
and so formidable on the African coast, as to be 
known there by the portentous cognomen of the 
Bmve Men of Algiers. Hassan, their leader, was 
little other than a youth ; but he boasted of being 
the son of .the fimious Barbarossa, and the son-in- 
law of the scarcely less fiunous Dragut ; and the 
ssrae pasnonate love of sanguinary renown which 
had diBtinguished these dat&f stimulated him to the 



202 JOHN D£ LA VALETTEy 

combat. When he beheld the ruins of fert Sain^ ■ 
Slmo—- die post he£oTe whidli his finther-inokw had 
received, his death«wound — he could not re&un from 
mimMing lus astonishment at its . insignificimce ;. and 
qpnttnmtupiisly remarked, that, in leis than hdttb^ 
t|m# vhidi .had been consumed before it^ his JSraooi. 
mufiM have phq^ited the. Ottoman banner oq tbft 
wbUs. To show that this: was no idlie boast» ha env, 
tR«ted the Pasha to allow him to head the conteipT^ 
plated attadc on Fort Saint Michael, idiich h^ 
{hedged bimself to canry, sword in bond ; and Mus^ 
tapluy nowise averse that this impetuous ardooc 
should evaporate in the van^of the battle^ not oqly 
consented that he should command on that occa^ 
sion, but proffered him the siqpport of six thousand 
men* < 

The young yiceroy, being thus ini^ttOed in an 
honourable but perilous post, prepared to attack the 
peninsula, both by land and water at the same mo^ 
ment. The maritime part of the enterprise ¥ras coin 
fided to Candelissa, lus lieutenant, while he himself 
undertook to storm the landward defences, Cande^ 
lissa was a Greek renegade, celebrated for his skill 
in naval tactics, which he had studied under Barbie 
rossa, and long habituated to war and blood. Un- 
der his superintendance, and in accordance with the 
Pasha's original project, a number of boats were drag<» 
ged ovedand from Port Musceit, . and launched into 
the Great Port, where he manned them with Alge- 
rines and Turkish soldiers to the number of £Mir 
thousand men. Far from advancing to the assault 
with the silence that prudence dictated, this flotiDa 
set sail for the stockade to the wild music, of the 
gong, the horn, and the atabal, and preceded hj-J^ 
boat filled with Mohammedan priests and holy meb^ 
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ifhoy with the same breath, implored heaven to grant 

•tiiem the victoiy, and to hurl its thmiderbolts on 

the Cluristian host. The prayers and imprecations 

~of these fimatics, however, were speedily interrupted 

by the fire of the Maltese cannon ; and the rowers, 

stretching vigorously to their oars, ran the whole 

fleet close to the stockade. Apprehensive that he 

might fail to break through this barrier, Candelissa 

had provided himself with a vast number of planks, 

•by means of which he anticipated being able to form 

'A sort of bridge between it and the shore, and so &^ 

cilitate a prompt and general disembarkation. His 

-soldiers, though galled by a murderous fire, both of 

round shot and musketry, sprang bravely on the 

'Stockade, and, with hammers and hatchets, tried to 

demoUsh it ; but finding that impracticable, they 

had recourse to the planks which their leader had 

in reservation. These proved too short, however, 

to reach from the palisades to the shore ; and a par- 

tiid panic threatened for a moment to defeat the en- 

airise. But the voice of Candelissa was to his 
owers a sound infinitely more terrible than the 
tiitknder of the Christian battle ; and, rallying in 
(Aedience to its mandate, they forced a passage to 
idi uncovered part of the beach, at the extremity of 
ToL Sangle. This headland was defended by a 
battery of six guns, playing level with the water, 
and a strong intrenchment, within which were post* 
ed the Commander de Guimeran, an aged knight, 
"vyhose name has more than once been mentioned 
¥rith honour in the African wars, and a number of 
^expert harquebusiers. Guimeran allowed the Turk- 
ish flotilla to advance close to the shore before he 
ried his guns; — and, if credit may be given to 
annaHsts of the Order, several \x)«te ^v^st^ .^^os!^ 
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and Ibnr hundred Tmks dain, bj his fint vofley. 
.Notwitfafltaadii^ dlit teniUe racepciott, C— driiwa 
and hit AlgerkiM made good ifaiar kaiiif • Two 
cannon* loaded to theamnle with flmaU diot» pom- 
od anodMT deaifflf diaduiige into the mUbfc of iDMn ; 
.but alill the stem voice of Canddian ahooted, 
.** Onwaid I " wfailBy at die aame moment^ he pei> 
emptoiily oideied the boats to poeh back mto the 
deep wateiv This was a decisife indjcatiep to his 
aoldien that he had disembarked, firmly reaohiBd to 
iMvry the poet <Mr perish ; nd» rendered desperate by 
•the perils that bsMt them, they laid their laddcri a- 
gainst the intrenchment, in w teeth of a destme- 
tive fire, and, after a combat of five hoais, fetoed its 
defenders to retire^ and planted saien Tukidi en- 
•signs on its summit. 

The sight of the Moslem standard floating tri- 
umphantly on this outwork, filled the bughts with 
jBhaine and indignation ; and a firedi body of them, 
headed by the Admiral, De Monte, renewed the 
•battle. Covered by a volley of musketry, they dos- 
«d with the enemy, using their half-pikes, swords 
and daggers, indiscriminately in the foS^ At the 
moment when victory seemed about to desert the 
Maltese banner, the shout of coming succour rose 
firom behind them, and a reinforcement from the 
Bourg, headed by the Commander de Giou and the 
jChei^os De Quincy and Ruis de Medina, advanc- 
ed to the rescue. The arrival of this detadiment 
decided the conflict. The Turkish pennons were 
torn down, and their defenders driven headlong fioni 
the rampart* Even Candelissa himself panic-struck 
at last, turned his back on the batde, and was among 
the first to leap into a boat for safety— 4in act that 
greatly dish<moar«d him in the eyes of his mMun^ 
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and blasted for ever his pievious renown. AU the 
Turks who £iiled to reach their boats were sacrificed. 
Not even to those who b^ged quarter in the dust was 
mercy granted. The only answer vouchsafed to such 
petitioners was, that they i^ould have Saint Elmo's pay ; 
juidy in the same moment that it was uttered, the deadly 
blade cut them down. Many were shot by the har- 
^ebusiers, while trying to swim after their boats ; and 
of the boats themselves, many were sunk by the fire of 
the batteries. Dead bodies and shattered limbs cover- 
ed the whole harbour ; and of the four thousand men 
mho had departed so proudly in the morning from 
the omjosite shore, scarcely five hundred survived 
ihe fight. About one hundred knights and secular 
gentlemen, whom a generous zeal had brought to 
Malta, lost their lives in repelling this attack. A- 
mong them was Frederic de Toledo, son of the Vice- 
roy of Sicily, a young knight whom the Grandmas- 
ter, out of consideration for his &ther, who was ex- 
tremely fond of him, had attached to his own suite. 
This youth no sooner hei(rd that the Spin* of Saint 
Michael was on the point of being taken, than, with 
^ valour of a true Castilian, he hastened volunta- 
ndy to its rescue, and was cut asunder on the ram- 
part by a cannon-balL At the same moment, a 
^linter of his cuirass, which the ball had shattered, 
lolled the Chevalier de Savoguerre ; while another 
dbot killed the Chevalier de Sousa, and carried away 
the arm of Gaspar de Pontevez. The knights, De 
Grordes, Mello, Cardinez and De Quincy, though 
all wounded, gallantly refused to quit their posts, and 
only accepted of such appliances as could be admi- 
nistered on th^ spot. 

The landward attack, headed by the Algerine 
Ticeroy in person, was not more 8)UCC^aa&a\. ^^MBCL^^Md* 
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of his Iteuteamnt. At the sound of a sigiial«giiiiy bm 
troops ntthedgallantly towards the breaches on the side:; 
<tf the Boonola gate and castle of Saint MichMl, aocl» 
in a short apaee^a small oorpsof Algefines, wbidi M 
the assault, displayed their ensigns oa iJbe parapet al 
ae?eial points* A murderous disdiarffe, buwe s a^ . 
from, the cannon of &xrt Saint MiduMi^ wtadi tfad 
commandant Robles, a brave and ea^ienenQed aot 
dier» had loaded with musket-cartridges> and aniftr! 
bessant shower of smsU shot, poured into the heart 
of. the Algenne battaHon> b^ the Castilianand Pottan 
gnese kn^ts, posted along the flank of the Bocmobii 
drove it biidn¥ard again wiSi frightful sUii^ A» 

oth^ breach, defended by the knights Cario-RoCft 
ajid La Ricca, was next stormed ; and in a diatt 
time, these two brave men, who esqiosed themadvos 
•with signal. intrepidity, were borne mortally wounded 
•frcnn the platform cm which they fought. Tha > Adk 
miral, De Monte, himself took tbeir plaoe,^ and^ 
aided ,by a phalanx of the same warriors who had 
just driven Candelissa and his followers into the 8e% 
quickly changed the aspect of the battle. Unafak 
to withstand their steady and destructive fire, die 
Viceroy at length sounded a retreat, leaving thii 
flower of his Alg^ines lifeless at the foot of tiia 
rampart. 

The Turkish general was neither surprised nor 
scmry to see the pride of his young colleague huni» 
bled by the stubborn valour of the knights ; but 8t31- 
he was too able a commander to feil to follow op- 
this bloody e£Port with a fresh attack. No soon* 
er did the Viceroy, after a combat of five hoim 
duration, retire from the breach, than he ordeiy' 
ed his janiaaries, the Jj^de of his army, to pusk 
into the deadly gap* Though almost worn out hj 
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tfaeir preyious stn^le, and the intolerable heat of 
the noon-day sun, ^e Christians again stood to their 
arms, and, after pouring in one &ta] volley of mys- 
ketry, closed sword in hand with their adversaries^ 
From that moment, the battle became as it were a 
series of single combats. Warrior grappled warrior 
in desperate strife, and separated only when one or 
both leil mortally womided to the earth. In the 
heat of the conflict, a brave Osmanli, perceiving the 
haivoc made by the sword of the Chevalier De Quin- 
sy flmig himself headlong into the heart of the Mal- 
tese battalion, and, firing his harquebuss close to the 
fiice of the knight, shot him through the head. The 
next moment, he was himself hewn down by a Chris- 
tian sabre. The knight De Gordes did not long 
survive his gallant comrade. Having, at the head 
of a strong detachment of the citizens, dislodged the 
assailants fix)m the foot of the rampart, by means of 
stones, fire-woiks, and boiling oil, he ordered a bo- 
dy of pioneers instantly to fence the breach with 
wool-packs and gabions, and strengthen it on the 
tnnar side by a trench and barricade ; but while oc- 
oi^ed in this important service, his head was ear- 
ring off by a ball nom the Turkish batteries. Forty 
other knights, and two hundred Christian soldiers, 
perished in the same conflict. 

Undismayed by these successive r^ulses, the 
Turkish commander ordered a kind of bridge to be 
constmcted, by means of which he anticipated his 
troops would be able to enter the works at a signal 
advantage. The Grandmaster, who regarded this 
eontrivance with apprehension, made two attempts 
to bam it at night ; but the sleepless vigilance of 
ifce enemy rendered them futile. He at length de- 
tfimined to make a final attempt to destroy it by 
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day ; and his nephew, Henry de La Yakttey a young 
and valiant soldier, was intrusted with the pmovus 
duty, prindipally to show the knights, that thdr 
diief was as ready to expose the life of fais bro- 
ker's son, as of any other man Yfbo ^raght ud^ 
der the standard of the Order. The youth accepted 
the af^iutment with pride ; and the Chevalier de 
Fabstren, his most vuued friend, with the gallantry 
(>f a noble and devoted heart, voluntarily o^iured to 
support him in the enterprise* At the head of a bo» 
dy of picked men, and in ihe teeth of a heavy file 
fiom the Turks, who occupied the counterscarp, die 
two gallant youths sallied out in open day, with iim 
intention of listening a number of strong ropes to 
the principal posts and beams of the bridge, so as 
to enable them to drag it by main strength from its 
position. The aim of the Tuikish havquebanea^ 
iiowever,L proved so deadly, that even the biavest of 
the Maltese soldiers, after a few inefiectual efforts to 
attach, the ropes, fell back under screen of the £orti* 
fications. La Valette and De Polastron, intent on- 
ly on setting a brave example to their followers, re- 
mained almost unsupported at the foot of the bridge ; 
and, while engaged in attaching the ropes to it with 
their own hands, were both lolled on the spot by 
the Turkish marksmen. Seeing these two neroic 
friends stnibk down side by side in their blood, the 
Turks, anxious to obtain the reward which their com- 
mander had offered for every knight's head that should 
be brought him, rushed forward in order to decapi- 
tate them ; but the Christian soldiers, filled with 
shame at having left them to perish, buist firom their 
covert to prevent their mutilation. A fierce strugg^ 
ensued on the spot where the youths had fidlen ; 
and, in the end, their fidlowers bad the mefamdioiy 
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ttds&ction of bearing back their lifeless remains in- 
U> the fortress. 

However keenly the Grandmaster might feel the 
death of his nephew, he took care that nothing in 
his C(»iduct should indicate that he bewailed him 
more than any other knight who had fisJlen at his 
post. To such commanders as ventured to condole 
with him on his loss, he said, mildly but firmly, 
^ AU the brotherhood are my children; and I 
therefore grieve equally as much for Polastron, as I 
do for La Valette. And, after all, where is the 
great reason we have to lament them ? They have 
.only smik a few days before us into the grave ! " 
-£qually noble was his remark, when told that the 
Turkish general had determined, in case the city 
fill into his power, to save the Grandmaster from 
IJhe general slaughter, and carry him to Constanti- 
nople in chains. '* I shall take care, " said the ve- 
teran chie^ ^' to save myself from such humiliation ; 
fcr if the siege, contrary to my hopes, terminate &- 
tdUy for the Order, rather than be fiung alive at the 
&dtan's feet, I will assume the garb of a private man- 
jit-enns, and in that guise, and in the thickest of 
•the battle, meet a warrior's death I " 

He followed up this speech by repairing in person 
to reconnoitre the spot where his nephew had been 
fliain. By his orders, an embrasure was opened in 
die wall, immediately facing the bridge, through 
filiich a piece of artillery was brought to play on the 
whole structure. A few discharges i^attered it in 
eudi a manner as to render it imserviceable ; and on 
die following night it was set on firei and consumed 
tk> ashes. 

So greatly was the Pasha disconcerted by this 
imit» that he debated in full council the propriety 
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x>f penristmg in his attacks on Fort Sunt Michael; 
under an impression that he might have biBllet M^ 
oess were he to itssaiilt the Bouigl llie coundl ler 
loommended, that both points should be assidled jk 
the same time ; and it y^aa accprdin^ly decided, that; 
in conjunction with the Viceroy of A^ers, be sfaotdd 
kesume his operations against the peninsula ot Li 
Sangle, while Piali, the admiral of the fleet, at the heiid 
of his marines, stormed the Bourg. Candelissa wtt 
instructed, at the samb time, to station himself at m 
mouth of the great port with eighty gallies, to mteTC&jjk 
succour from abroad. Pursuant to this aitang^meft^ 
the Turkic batteries again openea on the two towns 
with redoubled activity, and the contest waxed didHr 
more bloody and desperate. Ithe Christiiinsf; ^^9^^ 
almost invariably victorious, saw their numtbeid' WiSt^ 
iiig away with a rsqpidity that progn<»ticated th^ 
speedy extermination. For four succettiffB' i/tlfi 
tney were engaged in incessant skirmi^es on tn^ 
viraUs of La Sangle ; and at length, on the 2d of 
August, the Turkish horns sounded a scaladel 
Stimulated by an assurance that the towns should be 
given up to plunder, the Turks fought with extrili^ 
ordinary obstinacy ; but a;t the end of six hours th^ 
ardour abated, and they retired from the breaches, 
leaving them choked with their dead. Five days 
afterwards, simultaneous attacks were made on Fort 
Saint Michael and the bastion of Castile. The as^ 
sault on the latter post, however, was merely a feint 
to distract the attention of the garrison, and divide 
the knights. Hie janizaries, who led the valli of 
the Turkic battle, advanced to Fort Saint MichiMi 
with warlike shouts. Though the ground over whidi 
they marched was strewed with their mutilated bo£e8, 
they gallantly fought their way to the top of tfie 
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ich, and for four hours defied all the efforts of 
knights to effect their dislodgement. But the 
ainency of the danger only strengthened that in- 
aitable bravery which burned so steadily in every 
ristian breast. Not only did the knights, and the 
zen-soldiers, whom they had banded, deport them- 
^68 as became men struggling for every thing that 
ikind prize, but even the women and children, 
J4ted by conjugal and filial love, hovered on the 
ts <^ the combat, and supplied their protectors 
b refireshments, or flung missiles and fireworks 
> the Ottoman ranks. The breach and castle 
t completely enveloped in a mantle of smoke and 
le ; and at those times when there was a slight 
amission in the cannonade, the clash of armour, 
[ the shouts of men grappling in mortal strife, was 
led over the city from the scene of death. The 
iha himself advanced to the very foot of the wall ; 
, as his janizaries filed past him, cheered them 
to the gap. With his scimitar he cut down 
» tremblers, who showed a disposition to retreat ; 
i firom that moment every Osmanli fought for 
x>ry or death. At the end of four hours, the 
ristians, reduced in number, and faint with £i- 
16, began to lose confidence in their arms, and to 
pare for the worst ; when suddenly, to their asto- 
iment and joy, they heard a recall sounded a- 
g the Turkish line. This seasonable relief was 
aaioned by a gallant diversion on the part of the 
iimander Mesquita, governor of the Cite Notable, 
jf observing from his post the sulphurous cloud 
t enveloped Fort Saint Michael, hastily ordered 
sw squadrons of cavalry to mount, and, with a 
t-soldier behind each trooper, make a dash at the 
irest point of the Turkish position. The Cheva- 
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liers De Lugni and Vertura, who commanded this 
detachment, led it down to the fountain of La Mar- 
za, where the Turks had established an hospital^ 
and with more consideration for the precarious situ*^ 
ation of their brethren than the pleadings of hiiB»* 
nity, massacred all the sick and wounded it contain- 
ed. The fugitives who escaped their weapcms, car- 
ried to the Turkish camp a report that succours from- 
Europe had arrived, and that they had been set- 
upon by the van of the Sicilian army ; whereupon- 
Mustapha hastily abandoned the assault at the very 
moment it promised to prove triumphant, and moved 
the flower of his army towards the fountain of La 
Marza, to check the advance of thb new foe. When 
he ascertained that he had been betrayed into this 
injudicious movement by a hand^ of men detached 
from a place which he had hitherto considered below 
his notice, his indignation knew no bounds. He 
would have returned instantly to the breach, had not 
the harassed state of his troops, and the uyproach 
of night, conjoined with the entreaties of his prin- 
cipal ofiicers, satisfied him of the absolute necessity 
of suspending operations at least till next morn- 
ing. 

Before the next sun rose, the Pasha's wrath had 
evaporated ; and a fortnight elapsed ere he adven- 
tured a fresh assault. In the interim, his pioneers 
ran a number of mines into various parts of the for- 
tifications. These, however, were in most cases 
skilfully countermined by the besieged, who, like 
the defenders of Rhodes, frequently encountered the 
enemy under ground, and either compelled him to 
evacuate the galleries, or, by premature explosions, 
made them their common grave. In the course of 
these operations, the Camp-master Robles, who com- 
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(uuided at Fort Saint Michael, was killed by a mus«- 
fit-fihot, while inspecting the ruins of the wall dur« 
]g the night. * On the 18th of August, the pa« 
ience of the Turkish leaders became totally ex- 
lausted; and, at the head of the flower of their 
roopsy they once more made a simultaneous attach 
n the castle of Saint Michael and bastion of Cas» 
ile^ with the resolution of continuing it day and 
light, by means of fresh troops, until the towns 
rare taken. This attack was made at the hour of 
lOon, when they expected to find the knights re-^ 
loting indolently behind their intrenchments. A 
errible cannonade had previously almost razed a 
Murt of the walls of Fort Saint Michael ; but Mus- 
q»ha Pasha, on whom the perilous duty of attack- 
ng it again devolved, though he found scarcely any 
hing in the sliape of a regular barrier to ol^truct 
lis entrance, expended the vigour of his forces in 
mn. against the unpenetrable rampart which the be- 
Heged formed with their bodies. Piali's attack on 
he bastion of Castile vras equally bloody and de8« 
lonAe. Having, as a preliminary step, i^rung a 
nine, and thrown down a pannel of the wall, his 
aroops, shouting their battle-cry, sprang boldly into 
i» breach, and, for a short time, drove all before 
heau Brother William, a chaplain of the Order, 
peiceiving several Turkish standards planted at the 
tMse of the parapet, and considering the town as 
bst, hurried to where La Valette was enjoying a 
tnmsient repose, and, with uplifted hands, adjured 
bim to retire without delay into Fort Saint Angelo, 
!• the only place of safety. But the Grandmaster^ 
instead of adopting this well-meant but imknightly 

• KnoUw. 
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advice, hastily caught up a light morion and pike^ 
and, without waiting to brace on his cuirass, nished 
to the shattered bastion. He was followed by . a 
reinforcement of kni^ts and citizens, who, hearing 
him protest to the commander Mendoza, the captain 
of the post, that he would never quit it alive while 
the .Tiu-kish banners waved in triumph over it, 
charged desperately into the thickest of the enemji 
and tore down the obnoxious flags. Thrown into 
disorder by this onset, the Tiurks recoiled, and Men** 
doza entreated the Grandmaster to retire to a plao^ 
of safety ; but the brave old man, rightly anticipate 
ing a speedy renewal of the assault, refused to com«^ 
ply ; adding, as he did so, '^ Is it possible for me^ 
at the age of seventy-one, to lay down my life Inore 
gloriously than in defence of our holy religion, and 
in the midst of my brethren and friends ? " As ha 
had foreseen, the assault was renewed after sunset ; 
but the assailants, disheartened by their frequent re- 
pulses, and unwilling to encounter the grenades and 
flaming hoops which the besieged were ready to hurl 
down on them, did nothing more than keep up an 
irregular tirallade from a distance, and strSce their 
swords against their bucklers, in order to deceive 
their chief, by imitating the clangour of battle. 
Tliese sounds, however, did not long impose on the 
Pasha ; but he had the policy, as soon as he became 
aware of their nature, to suspend the attack till the 
following morning. 

August the 19th, the assault was renewed with- 
undiminished resolution. To facilitate the conquest 
of the ravelin of Fort Saint Michael, the Turks 
constructed a huge machine of a cyhndrical shape, 
strongly hooped with iron, and charged with gun- 
powder, bullets, nails, aad pieces of rusty iron. A 
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matA being introdinoed mto it^ k imB fiiied, and 
inng among tke Chrudaitt who crowded the lafek^ 
fin. Happily serend kidgfatB, 'mmme of the dectra^ 
iBoii with whidi thej were threatened, had the flelf- 
possession to lay hold of tfau infernal en^fine befbm 
M «aploded, and tocast it back into the imdst of the 
awttftnts, who were just entoing the breach. It 
Imist in the same moment ^ut it fefl, aoattciifig 
^bath around it ; and the Christians, takmg advao* 
laga of the panic it occaaioiied, followed it vep by 
c aaUy sword in hand, and once more drove the 
IMa back to iheir intKnchments. 

The attadc on ^e bastion of Castile was man 
anoeenfbL Having forced their way throo^ a deaA» 
fy &e, the Turks gained the parapet, and againthmr 
ataadatds were {danted in tiiumph within the foitin- 
oatioiis. Warned by their i^onts that they had 
achieved a partial advantage, ^e Grandmaster has* 
inied to the post of danger ; and, at the head of a 
kody of pikemen, charged into the thickest of tbs 
hattle. Death reigned on every side; and, as in 
loraier encounters, the pike and sword were often 
iIbowb aside, and the smgle combats wfaidi ensoed 
decided with the knife and the dagger. A consideri- 
dfale number of knights fell, gallantly emulating each 
fliher in the strife. The commander of Bonneseigne 
had one of his eyes burned out, and his foce fright^ 
idkf soordied with fore, while fighti^ side by side 
with La Yalette ; and at length that veteran chief 
luanelf was dangerously woumied in the leg by the 
Augment of a grenade. Still he refosed to quit the 
taition ; nor did he retire from it until the timely orri^ 
iral of Cendo Gasconi, an experienced knight who had 
aaeoeeded to the command at the Spur of Saint AG- 
chael, together with Uie CbavaHeis Beigia Mfondoaa, 
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Don Johiiy and La^Hodie Pfreira^.witha ntunerouBr 
body of Jdaltose militia, decided the contest ;. and at 
TFiigntW^j ibfoed the enemy to.ret]£e ,to dieir camp. : ■-. 
Another .assault was made on the 20th ; not^dul 
Miistapha expected instantly to cairy the place, inxt 
that he calculated on eKterminating the knights jby 

S'ecemeal, as. it wene, and so reducmg it, asheiiMl 
me Fort Saint JE^o, by the gradual annihilariott 
of its defenders. To shicM his soldiers .Iram.tliB 
musketry . of the besi^ed, hs invented .marioM 
or head-pieqes, made of. light wood and bdDal^ 
mrpo^ which reached as low, as .their, shovddni* 
£ight thousand in£mtry were ' (umished-with thesa 
grotesque casques ; . and, with th^. heads encased- Ja 
Siem, .advanced to the breach of Saint Midbadk 
But no sooner did they come. into actum, than thty 
found their wooden helmets an .incmmbrance.not to 
be borne; whereupon, casting them away, they 
moved on barei-headed to the assault. Cheder, 
sangiack or governor of Bosnia, led the storuL He 
was a gray-haired warrior of established renown, and 
had pledged himself to carry the post or perish. With 
the pride of one who had returned victor from many 
a red field, he came to the battle clothed in a supeib 
vest, and decorated with .all the gorgeous trfqipii^ 
incidental to his rank and station. As he advanced 
to the parapet, he ordered his standard-bearer to keep 
his ensign constantly displayed ; but in a few minutes 
that officer, who instantly became a marked man, 
was killed by a musket-shot and the banner dashed 
from his grasp. It was immediately relifted ; and se- 
veral Turks in succession were struck down in the 
same honourable capacity. Seeing his last subaltern 
slain, the sangiack himself raised the feUen pennon, 
holding it . with cue .hand> YfVdk) .^n^ his scimitar in 
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tile 'other, he pierced into the thickest of the fight. 
Jlis valiant hearing, his magnificent vestments, and, 
above all, the i&tsl standard that waved over him, 
tendered him so conspicuous, that twenty muskets 
were at once levelled at him from the breach, and a 
bullet, fired by the Chevalier Pessoa, one of the 
Grandmaster's pages, terminated his life. Still his 
standard found a supporter ; and the officer who, for 
the last time, relifted it, so far encouraged his followers 
by a brave example, that a succession of single combats 
took place over the sangiack*s body. The Turks at 
length succeeded in bearing his remains back to their 
lines, together with the pennon, about which he had 
been so carefiil, tattered and drenched with blood. 
In this struggle fell the commander La Cerda — the 
kidght whose conduct was considered so reprehensi* 
ble during the early part of the siege of Fort Saint 
£fano. Unable to bear the stain that had &llen on 
his reputation, he had latterly sought every opportunity 
of effiicing it by an honourable death ; and, like a 
true knight, fell shouting his war-cry on the breach. 
Three days elapsed before the Pasha found it ad- 
nsable to renew the attacks, fiut on the 23d, Fort 
Saint Michael and the bastion of Castile, were again 
aaiaulted with the same fury that had characterized 
the former storms. A letter, containing merely the 
word " Thursday, " had previously been shot into 
the city from the Turkish lines, and, benefiting by the 
hint it conveyed. La Valette stood prepared for a des- 
perate struggle on the day named. So persuaded were 
the whole garrison that the crisis of their fate had ar- 
rived, that the wounded knights in hospital, like their 
brethren who had perished so bravely in the breach 
of Fort Saint Elmo, were, in accordance with their 
own entreaties^ allowed to repau: to \!i;i^ \!tvK;aX€^^ 
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posts. B«l> flidyefa die Futtk conduoled diis ^tmh 
atttdc wAi ike n& €i « gieat eonmndiry and 
thofteb Ub tnMM ii9ti|^ widi- itiMf qsmI obidkiMjr^ 
t^ Smiif Itnwm urn feftificHtioiu Mndendkidi 
«Uke munvdUiig. At the baaitioii <ci CmffAd, hem^ 
9Hr, ibe Adadfid Pndi, after wfftepng dw fartidi 
Imp iMine tauifc wUi^mliinoiis MoncttMidey prowftiy 
Mfied n* pHubfia cloie to tlM ti<iii^ mm of flwoaeii 
^AsmAsa itt ^WMu ieKi y to canamtmd ^ p«pal^ 
i^ImIi >ifas Meediiy^ deMMfl oi iti o^iideni- bj^vhl 
fire «l t body of TdikiiAi MtrideleenL 1kd$ mm 
ynf^uo Monir «tt0M«dlliM ittentio»of tlMOiwIi' 
mttter An he mm at ohm how tedlj it nug^t d^ 
airiicii inB opMMHnia 9 anu- fVUBii we • oonncu MMni* 
kMLxmiktiJkmkagm^ to tAe irto eoaiMwnii 
'tiott-tiie dJ M tf MM id aXe of tfa xay^thefcju aii i MwAw 
it oocankmed mateiidly influoieea the debate. Tilt 
Tftajonty df ^e g«and crossesy after poiatiiig out tiMt 
the fortifications vvem mined in every ^piaitcr, ih^ 
walls ruined, and the ofl t woA s taken, dedatad the 
town untenidile; and racommended, that tboee'da* 
-^oes which y%t reBNdned should be Mown «p, the 
city abandoned to its fiite, and ibe whole garnacm 
drawn into Foit Saint Angek). But La ValaKa 
stefKdy rejected this ootmseL He aigned, fiiat n8i» 
tlier coold Ae Castle of Saint Ancelo contaiii th^ 
Vast number of pec^le ^o would w that ease be 
entitled to claim didter within it, nor could the da- 
•tem with winch it was provided fiimish the neea^- 
aary mipf^ of water for sndi a multitude, aven fa* 
a few d«^ ; and, satisfied by his refnasentatioQa tibaa 
boA La Sai^e and the Bourg must be defindiad to 
the last e&tremity, the«ounoil entreated him at kaat 
to retire in person into the citadel, and cany with 
Mm the iiUca andaxdbivtao^ t^KMaOtdar; butrtte 
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bmve old man spumed this proposal with greater in*- 
dignation, than he had done the othcar. " Never, " 
laid he, *^ will I fallow such advice. On the batter*^ 
ed wallfl^ which you propose me to abandon, we, 
must triumph together, or peri^ I " 

To show that this indifference to his personal 
m&$j was unaffected, and that his resolution wa^ 
leally immutable, he reduced the garrison of Saint 
Angelo to a &w soldiers, and used every exertion to 
•ooekrate the formation of retirades and intrencfa- 
ments, in rear of the ruined works. By the advice 
x£ the Commander de Claramont, an Arragoniaa 
Imight of great capacity, an aperture was made in 
the wall, in the quietest manner. possible, £rom 
irfience, in the course of the following night, a body 
of Spanish knights silently sallied, and crept aloi^ 
the base of the fortification, till they readied the 
^•tforra which occasioned so much annoyance. The 
xuikish guards, to ndiom Piali had confided it, 
mre ignorant of their danger until the Christi«ns 
made their onset, and, consequently , were so complete- 
ly taken by surprise as to be incapable of resistance. 
At the first shout of the assailants, they fled towards 
> Aflir Unes ; and Claramont, who headed the sortie, 
JBitfid of destroying the platform, proceeded to re- 
ftrtify it in such a manner as to turn it into an im- 
portant defensive position. 

No ireah assault was made till the 1st of Septem- 
bar, when the janizaries, stimulated by the hope of 
plunder, fought their way through an unintermitting 
Aomeat of d^idly missiles to the summit of the breach 
o£ Saint Michael, and established themselves for a 
aKxnent in several important posts. A wooden 
banicade alone separated them from the beaiegady 
pd their moakats were ler^lM Acygti $a^ q^bsR 
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throng tibe intencioes. StiH tlie fertbnde of the 
Imig^ opoottB. an inmiperalile bamer to die-eon* 
nge cifhmt wAwexBtum ; md losity ifter a drndfal 
CUDMgOf wA tut Tdikb iccire odftanBi^j stnii tW 

OODulCt* 

Menwliile die Bm1i% pemnded diat tlie plwe 
ooold be reduced by fimme akmey and etattted M 
the proi^pect - of a eoancity of proiraaioiie in 'his o^d 
camp^ vude a diveraion in the duectioii of the Cifi 
NctaUey under an i m prewioft that he would shoftt^ 
ly be compelled to faise die siege, andlhat die'00i|it 

rit of mat poailHm would pafiiate die £dlare df 
grand enteipriae^ - in the ea tu na tiiwi of his' sow 
reign* This -expedition^ whidi eoosisled tf fett 
thousand chosen men, was led by himsdf hi ^^et^od: 
It left thiB cidnp cm the last day of 'August, and cM 
arriving before the Cit^, which was- bat indiflferendy 
fortified, prepared tocarryitby -scalade:' But Mesqoi-^ 
ta the governor, who had timely notice^of die enemas 
approach, pressed even women and children into his 
ranks, and made such a gallant di8p% of muskets, 
pikes and standards, along the curtain, diat die Tn»* 
kisb engineers, who were sent forward to iMCtttahi 
the most pregnable points, returned to their, leader 
with a report, that the town was defended by a gar^ 
rison so numerous as to defy any- attempt to enter 
it by a coup-de-main. Intimidated by this state* 
ment, the Pasha, after cannonading the j^iice for a 
flbort time, retreated in great despondency to his for^ 
mer quarters. Trembling kst his head shouldbe 
struck off on his return to Constantinople^ as -an 
atonement for his want of success, he conveded hb 
council, and entreated any man ifdio had a neW^'po^ 
leot or stratagem to suggest, to make it knc>wii*li 
ninh' A propoeitioii wasmadetoen^kiy AiivtodUii 
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tower, such as had been oHen sucoess&lly used in 
sieges in fonner times ; and one being constructed, it 
was pushed on rollers close to the breach of Fort 
Saint Midiael. This structure was divided into se- 
veral stories. The highest storj was filled with 
musketeers, and was so ingenioudy contrived, that no 
sooner had its occupants discharged a voUey, thdn, 
by means of machinery, it sank down b^w the 
level of the parapet, and allowed them to reload in 
safety. By means of this invention, the Turks 
qiread slaughter along the whole wall ; but at length, 
at the suggestion of a Maltese carpenter named An- 
drew Cassar, an aperture, of sufficient size to serve 
M an embrasure for a piece of artillery, was made in 
Uie fortifications, direedy opposite to where the tower 
was planted. A oulverin chaiged with chain-shot 
was tkask brought to bear on the machinery, which 
raised and lowered the summit of the tower ; and a 
fin^e discharge shattered it to pieces, and dash- 
ed the maiksmen that were stationed upon it to 
the earth. This success infused a new spirit into 
the Chiistians. Though their walls were breach- 
ed in vaiious places, and every bulwark honey-comb- 
ed with mines, they no longer, stood on the defen- 
sive^ but began to make sallies with the confidence 
of men ceitain ^at their resistance was to have a 
jB^orious termination. 

At this period, when the battle was almost won 
«— ftdien ^e Order, by its own indomitable valour, 
had all but beaten the Osmanli back in di^race to 
his ehips — ^the long listened for cry of rescue came 
dbeerily over the waters from the Sicilian shore. A- 
powernil armament had for some time been assem-' 
Ued at Syracuse, ready to embark for the relief of 
Jiaka) but the vacillating policy oi Flulip of S^gaisi^ 
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ooi^oiiied ivkhthe natuial ind#dfli(m of Im Yitmeji 
hafddund its 4«faclMre from daf to dn^ .till tht 
Gwidiptilffj wfa<>ii wmc>nitryM»%^t^ — » 

dium.dtbii'tiivf^y had baen isfent. and iaiMHHl^ 
b^gm to deapair OT k «wr pmtiB^ to 8iMk Ano^g 
die facts asBsnUfid tm» two luaidbsd Msbsss 
lmi^t% dbpn tha jaopardy of thair o o n i woi Ittd 
ajlladfcom tbeteniotest partsof ChiisteDdoia tojli 
idiat Tliesa men, indignant at the YmmfA 
ioeadiitum, wearied kirn with eatieatiea to emhailL} 
and the>a was sosroety a soldier in hkatiay who^did 
not aidemtly desiBa to hasten to the aid of the hmA: 
bi of hsave many whose efiarts-to defend themsdiwi 
had beeome the theme of iinbettsi gympsthy and adp 
miiatioii. OYtrooiae at kngjkh by pcmdar ^r*>**Wj 
theVieeioy repaiiedto fiyiacuse; ancC sAar. a gauH 
mI muster of his fiarces, whidb smonatad to nmnh^ 
ii^ thousand mem uioBtly veteran iw6p% mfiuEi* 
ed sail amid salvos of artUkryf and tha.sboide of Us 
whofe army. 

The Heety after beiii^ driven fiir wide of its couiae 
by a tempestuous easterly gale, rendesvoused al the 
small islimd of Lioosa^ where the Viosroy found }el» 
ters from La Valette, instructing him to *^T«"*HMfti 
in the commodious and retired creek of Mafecha ; 
but now that he was so near the scene of strife^ lua 
resolution again £Euled him ; and| instead of ffiffrtim 
a landing at the point reoommnviedy he sailed lei- 
surely along the Maltese coasts and allowed hia fleet 
to be descried by two Turlddi cruisers stationed off 
Port Siroc In the course of the foUowii^ wight» 
the weather i^ain became so tempestuous, as to ock 
casion a second dispersion of the ueet ; on wfaic)i,he 

rhia heha about and stood back jlbr Sicily) wImm 
relanded hi«i troops.at Passal* . THiijttnilliii 
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moos {Nroceeding filled the whole army with indigna- 
tion. Instigated by the knights attached to the expe- 
ditioBy who loudly expressed their contempt and di»r 
wds&ction, the soldiers became mutinous ; and, while 
ihe general officers^ were closeted with the Viceroy in 
ooundly crowded round the house in which it was held» 
and tmnultuously demanded to be re-«mbarked. The 
Vkseroyy leading in the countenances of his counsel- 
Ian that they sympathized with the ardour of the 
nwiecontents, yielded to the clamour he had not the 
nerve to contemn. On the 6th of September, the 
fleet again unmocnred for its original destination, and 
the same night anchored in the channel of Go»i» 
wader the idets of Cumin and Cuminot. Neact 
morning it ran into port Melecha, where the whole 
army and military stores were promptly landed. The 
Viceroy, in accordance with his instructions firom 
Spain, remained no longer with the expedition than 
to see the disembarkation e£Pected* Immediately ait* 
terwards, on pretence that his personal presence was 
Dtoeagary at Messina to hasten the departure of a 
itfong reinforcement, he sailed £>r that port, leaving 
a leader of distinction named Ascanio della Conw 
in ihe chief command. 

Though the discovery of the Sicilian fleet by the 
enpscrs stationed off Port Siroc, had given the Turlia 
Itaiely warning of the descent that was impending^ 
they lulled themselves into the belief that nothing 
■ore would be tried than to force the entrance of 
tlie Grand Port, and there decide the war by a great 
aaval ei^agement. Under this impression, they 
Uoeked the entrance with stakes and booms^ and 
held themsdves in readiness to weigh their hist an- 
•hor to defend iu Their ooDStemstion, consequently, 
estreme^ when their ecoufts announced that a 
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Ciiristian arniy had actually landed, and mm in Mt 
mufhf vitk.the evident int^t of attaddn^ ihc Ot- 
toman aunpw Romonr magnified the Sicifaa(n4RK)fpr 
into an overwhehning fefce ; and^ without waitaag^D 
aaoertain their real strength^ tfa^ Tmkii^ 0!^"'^ 
instantly drew his gamscm out of Foit Saint ISkM^ 
aJ^doned all his heaty ordnance, and huiriedm* 
board his fleet with discHrderly preoipitalion. Scani0*> 
hff however, had he accomplisbed l&s saddoi mow 
menty when he obtained authentic inlbrraBtioir «B*ts^ 
the nmnber of new enemies whom he had to contand 
idith; and fiUed with shame^ that six thoinand'€3iii»^ 
tians should ha?e pot him to rout without ftniig»a; 
mtuket,' be summoned a council of war» and, wplE 
the eonoinrenoe of a small migonty of its mflaiba% 
iasued orders for the "vdiole army to \m rdbmdedr 
But in the few hours that he had been tAmlL^:^ b» 
hour of months had been rendered futile. Ik'MBl* 
tese had already levelled all his lines and inftnoGh*' 
ments, and the standard of Saint John once more 
waved victorious on the cavalier of Fort Saint Ehno; 
The Tuzkish soldiers, sick of the war, w&e draped 
almost by violence from their ships to ^e shorts 
About seven thousand were lelanded in the cieek 
of Saint Paul, fifteen hundred of whom, coraniaiMl* 
ed by the Viceroy of Algiers, vi^ere left on the 
beach to secure a safe re-embarkation, vdule tluf 
main body under Mustapha himsdf advanced into 
the interior of the island in seardi of the SiciHas 
succours* He foimd them intrenched on a laOi^- 
flanked by narrow defiles, and consequently *^'ffinaH^ 
of access. Delia Coma, their generalissimo, mm 
disposed to remain in this exceedingly defensible posi^ 
tion ; but Alvarez de Sande, commandant of the Mm» 
^litan contingent, the Sime officer /whCkts 
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hbaoiirably mentioned in the expedition to the 
iflland of Galves, eager to remove an impression im- 
ikfOvaUe to his renown which his complais^t con- 
conence in the tardy proceedings of the Viceroy had 
engendered, gave his advice, that the whole army 
should advance down the hill to meet the enemy. 
This counsel was supported hy a declaration on the 
part of the two himdred Maltese knights who had 
amved from Sicily with the fleet, each of whom had 
Issoc^t with him two or three armed friends and ot- 
tendants, forming altogether one of the most efficient 
battalions of the army, that unless some such move- 
m&at were made, they would try to cut their way 
siiigly through the Tuikish legions, and either join' 
thf^ friends in the city or perish. De Sande'« pro* 
pontion was consequently adopted; and in the teeth 
of a protestation from Delia Coma, the whole army" 
moved down the hill in order of battle, still headed, 
however, by their general, who, though prudent in 
council, was not a man to remain in the rear when 
the vanguard was entering the battle. The conflict 
tliat ensued was short and decisive. At the first onset 
of the Maltese battalion, the Turkish line began ta 
waver; and a fririous charge in flank by Vincent Vi- 
teUi, a valiant Italian captain, at the head of a band 
of volunteers, completed their discomfiture. Desert-^ 
ed by his soldiers, the Pasha reluctantly turned his 
bridle away from the field. Such was his perplexity 
and despau*, that, in his flight, he twice dropped off 
his horse, and would have ^en into the hands of the 
Christians, had not several of his officers, at great 
peisonal risk, promptly reseated him in his saddle. 
In the heat of pursuit, many of the knights, findii^ 
their mail an intolerable incumbrance under a bum- 
mgMOJO, unbraced their cmrasaeS) axv^ \!t!)XA xss^Bdo^ 



neasedi ebued the fugitiviss pell-mell to the beidW 
tnosfising with Hmr lAort spears, m thejnidM 
onwaidf eveiy paixtiiig wvetch who dropped itfmn 
nhfliwftrd in their ptdu B«it no sooner £d 4ie 
flattest of then, toueh thiet strmd^ thea Haamiaf 
Algjeis, wh(^ with Us tioop8» lay in ambmh tani||| 
tbe lodtoi, diwhed heatOottff into the hittfe^ and Sm'li 
time nicely bekaced the duncee of net(»y« 8^ m * 
nl knights were aUin, and others taken prisoom; 
a»d hid not De 8aiide» at the head of • eooafa^ 
Ah fbrce, arrived in good time al the mne of am 
tioiiy and made a dedsure cham, the flowtv of Ihd 
Maltese hattalion waidd have been aaciiiieed. Bf 
Ais timdy 8UQcoiir> the captive haij^^ wane naett* 
9ii iusA fit Tvaifa oomf^M U^ Sodb 

Haa the aidow of tbe CSratiAiia* tfaai.the|r pnamedl 
themL fir into .the 8ea--HeociteBMi»ig^ m tiwir cUn 
vabous exdtement, alike the daahi^g of I&b ipwm 
and the terrible fire of musketry and round ahoC 
whuji the Pasha Piali (^ned on them froim his 
shaUope and gallies. This was the last effort of dm 
Turkish leader to retrieve a long series of reveraas* 
In the same hour that the renmant of his once fo^<> 
midable army re-embarked, he ordered the anchor to 
be weighed for Constantinople ; and a day or two 
afterwards, the Viceroy of Sicily beheld^ fixm the 
eastle oS Syracuse, the whole of the Ottoman fleet 
standing away for the Eastern sea. 

Thus ended this memorable siege, in whidi twen^ 
^-five thousand Turkish soldiers perished. On the 
other side, tbe loss was also grei^ amounting, in* 
duding two hundred and sixty knights, to between 
seven and ebht thousand soldiers and dtisens ;— in 
fic^ so pr^digiouah^ was the ganison reduced, thu^ 
at tbe time tba Tw» dkiia<iQn»i\^issKi Vm»^iakiDa^ 
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beied barely six himdied efibctite rmn, A Boblet 
nditanoe was never made by a besieged fbrtresB ; 
Slid it had this advantage over the scarcely less glo- 
fioos defence of Rhodes, that it wbs triumphant. 
** If a man do well consider, " says Knolles, " the 
^fBculties and dangers the besieged passed throi^K 
IB ^tna ^ye months' siege, the maiufold liAKybrs imd 
perils ^y endured in so many and so terrible as- 
eaidtoy ^e anaali relief to them sent in so great dis* 
tnatf with the desperate obstinacy of so puissant an 
enemy, he shall hardly find any place these many 
years more mightily impugned, or with greater va- 
lour and resomtion defended. *' It were futile to 
deny, that the energies of the besiegers were cramp- 
ed by the paltry jealousies and conflicting counsels 
of the Ottoman leaders ; but still, even vnth this ad- 
mission, the indomitable fortitude of the besieged, 
under circumstances the most appalling and disas- 
trous, confers on their struggle a renown unsurpass- 
ed either in ancient or in modem times. Had the 
puissant Solyman commanded his army in person, 
as he did at the siege of Rhodes, Malta would, 
in all probability, have been taken ; but no man who 
forms a correct estimate of the chivalrous zeal that 
animated the champions of the Cross, will question 
that he would have found it only a mighty grave. 

The 8th of September, the anniversary of the 
raising of the siege, continued to be celebrated as a 
high festival, as long as the knights retained the ju- 
risdiction of the island. On that day, the church 
of Saint John, in which a chapel was assigned to 
each language, and the pavement of which was en- 
tirely composed of sepulchral flags of the finest mar- 
ble, porphyry, lapis lazuli, and other ^valuable stones, 
representing^ in a most expensive Kmd. q( ^<q^^^ 



229 JOHN DE LA VAUBTTti 

the arms and insignia of departed grandmasters and 
commanders^ * was superbly decorated ; and a knight, 
habited Iq s suit of armour such as was worn during 
the crusades, and attended on one side by • page 
bearing a superb sword and poniard, presented to 
La Vaiette by Philip of Spain, in token of his es* 
teem« and- on the other by the Grand Marshal, car* 
ried the standard of the Order to the holy fimea 
where, amid bursta of martial music, and salvos of 
artillery, its victorious folds w^re i^pread in grateful 
humiliation over the high altar* 

* BrjdoDe-^Toor through Sidly and Mtltai. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

• 

LtcncuedlUnottm of the Order-^JDeadi of Solyman — Founds 
atum of Vahtta — Death of La VdUtte—BaUU of Xe- 
pawto — QroMdmcutership of La Ckunere — Revott in the 
Conoent — Degeneracy of the Order — Predatory Enter- 
prises — Arrogance of the Ecclesiastical JFunctionaries—' 
More Domestic Troubles — Maritime Exploits-^^Expedi- 
turn to Candia^^The Island of Saint Christopher pwr- 
chased by the Order-'^Exploits of Hocqtdncourt-^Ter' 

. mination of the War in Candia* 

The Sicilian auxiliaries, and the knights who ac- 
companied them, were welcomed as deliverers hy the 
Grrandmaster and his hrave associates. They found 
the veteran encompassed hy shattered walls and ruin- 
ed bulwarks, and with a mere remnant of scar-cover- 
ed men around him ; but the pride of victory ani- 
mated every ghastly countenance, and Ht up every 
wearied and long-sleepless eye. In the midst of 
their exultation, they forgot not the gallant spirits 
' whose blood had dewed their impregnable ramparts ; 
and, now that the thunder of the battle had rolled 
away, and given them time for lamentation, fraternal 
tears watered their graves. To perpetuate the me- 
mory of a deliverance so signal and triumphant, the 
Bourg received the name of the Victorious City, 
,(^Citta Vittoriosa)y which it bears to this day. 
The Princes o£ Christendom \iaji Vo^<^ q\2l ^ 




most with arms folded, while the knight% cooped 
i^ in s single stron^old, were strugglmg tot exist- 
ence with an overwhelming host ; but no sooner did 
the ramour of their redemption mead fiir and wide^ 
than Europe celebrated it by solemn thank^gifingt 
and iestal nres. The name of La Valette was hailed 
as illustrious wherever the churdi of Rome had a 
settlement, or the Order of Saint John a manor. 
The Pope, boundless in hisaidaMwledgments of the 
services the Grandmaster had rendered to CI 
fenuaUy proffered him a cardinal's hat; but, 
with moxeaelf-dBnial than P^Aubussou, tbe dc 
<£ Rhodes, whoaeoepted a like £gai^. La Vafette 
Tdected it as i no ea ip a tiM e with & oAoidi dotiBS. 
l%ilm 1^ Second of Spam sent him, intdkenof 
a^^u^'on, « magnificent «word and poni^ Ae 
hilts of which were of goM, eiwchied.wim iimtimiHn, 
and at the same time recognised him ss one of the 
^leatestr ciptanB «f ihe age:; whila tbe'Vieemj qf 
^&nfy, on the oaUkOKjj v9» visited with the Rjojal 
jdi^ileaBure, for no o^r laason, it would iqppeai^ 
•thui that he had adhesed too strictly to his iMtniQr 
"tuins. He uns ivmovedifrGBn his govenrnMot, and 
•ended his days in o bs c nrky, imivraa% cxfloalad 
and cantemned. 

The flattering assoranees conveyed to the Gnoid- 
muter fay these compliaMntary embassiefl^ wore .^uai- 
Med, however, by rumoun &om the £aM» cf 
a new desoeait on the island being in oontrmfln 
taon at Constantinople. Sotymutf ttum^ cxeosd- 
ingly wroth with ms gemends at the Buomcr in 
wkidi t^bey had been repulsed, had itill fj u flpae n t 
policy to spore their heads, in osder to conceal finaa 
his people the xemae his aims had sostauied; tta)^ 

-heaven stooped to^ propigite ^a rtstmwitj that the 
2 
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tixad had been reduced, and the forts destroyed ; 
lat he pledged himself pivately to his council, that 
lext spring he would repair to Malta in person, and 
(C once raze its fortifications, and depopulate it. 
la Valette' knew too weU, that if this threatened 
xpedition took place, the extinction of the Order 
rould be the result ; for, with a half empty convent, 
I beggared treasury, a ruined and defenceless town, 
nd a ravaged island, where could he look for means 
o repel a firesh inroad ? In this critical situation, 
hose old commanders whom he admitted to his con- 
idence, recommended the entire abandonment of 
be island, as a place totally incapable of further re^^ 
istaiice ; and called upon him to retire, at the head 
rf his knights, to Sicily, or some other Christian: 
ountry. But La Valette, remembering the cruel perse- 
iitions which had overtaken the Templars when they 
bandoned the shores of Palestine for their European 
nreceptories, and elated, it may have been, by the 
nroud association of the Citta Vitioriosa with his 
»wn fiune, steadfastly refused to entertain such coun- 
tL In preference, he had recourse to an expedient 
rhich some historians scruple to justify, but on 
[rounds not perfectly evident, when the extreme 
»eril in which he was placed is taken into consi- 
lention. At his instigation, the arsenal at Con- 
tantinople was set on fire, by emissaries bribed for 
he purpose ; and a vast number of the gallies destin- 
d against Malta were destroyed by the conflagration. 
rhis disaster compelled Solyman to postpone the 
fxpedition ; and, before he could equip another fleet, 
rar called him to his Hungarian frontier, in which 
ampaign he died (1566). He was in his seventy- 
ecgnd year at the time of his death, and had 
iten seated forty-six years on the Ottoman thtocL% 

VOL. II. p 
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not one of ndiich, say his biographers, passed over 
his head wkhout being rendered memorable by tome 
glorion. «*k»-tl» pro«d«« p.a,e(^o «««r p»»d 
on any aovcreign ot his line* 
. The death of Solyman left the GrrandmasteB kU 
smre and tnmquiUity to raise his capital firom ita naoB, 
and also to carry into effect a project which he- had 
kHig cherished, well worthy of hia enlaiged aad 
princely mind. Thiswastheextensionof Fort Saint 
Elmo, the fbondation of. a new dty on the pen- 
insula of Mount Soeberraa, and theiemova] of ^ 
convent to that commanding position* To aoeon- 
plish sudi magnificent works, however^ ^^^rge fimdB 
were requisite, and the treasury was. draiaed al- 
most to the last ducat. But the reputation of. the 
Older had never stood- higher in the ffrtiinatifrn 
of the Chriatian world ;* and to that he made a 
prompt and welL^imed appeal*' The Pope pkc^ed 
himself to contribute Meen thousand crowns; ^e 
King of France one hundred and forty thousand 
Mvres ; the King of Spain ninety thousand • livres ; 
and the King of Portugal thirty thousand cni- 
sadoes. In addition, the commanders of the Order 
rivalled each other in the extent of their voluntary 
contributions, and, in many cases, greatly cucomscrib- 
ed their private fortunes. Thus encoiuaged, Ia Va^ 
lette invited engineers and artificers firom Italyy-and 
the foundations of the New City were traced with 
mi^ificent ceremonials, after a plan drawn by- him- 
self but long ascribed to the captain F^mKnaooL^* 
parelli. The first stone was laid on the point of 
Saint John's bulwaric, and the GrandaMster spread 
the mortar on it with his own hand* Under it wtie 
deposited a great number of gold and -sflver medals, 
on which was repnsented th^ new ckyf.nMk'fim 
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^end, ^* Melita renascsns ;*' and on the ex- 
[ue^ the day and year of the foundation. The 
oe bore a Latin inscription, to the eflTeot that the 
andmaster La Valette} taking intp consideration 
\ parilous si^ which had recently terminated) had 
;ennined to build a town on Mount Sceberras, the 
tor to check any iiiture descents of the barbarians ; 
1 had founded it with profound solemnity on the 
tk of March 1566. Hk arms (a Lion, Or, in a 
Id gules) were carved on the first stone^ and the 
IT tdty was named by acclamation the City of La 
iktte ; to whidi, in accordance with a custom pre- 
eat in Sicily, the epithet ^' UmiUssima " was 
ponded, as indicative of the humility of the Or- 
r. 

TUfl pageant over, the work proceeded with great 
ttdity, loiight and burgher labouring with equal 
khusiasm to &cilitate its advancement. The com- 
inder de la Fontaine, a kni^t &med for his skill 
fiHtification, had the chief superintendence of the 
nnepr department ; and, for nearly two years, he 
1 the Grandmaster spent almost the whole of 
air time amid the masons and artificers on Mount 
cbenas. A scarcity of money occurring, in con- 
loenoe of some commanders being dilatory in 
npiarding their responsions. La Viuette had re- 
ame to the critical expedient of coining brass 
jnias of various siaes, and issuing them at a no- 
jmI value. These coins bore on one side two 
nds joined, and on the other the arms of La 
dette, quartered with those of the Order, and en- 
ded by the legend, '' Non aSf sed Fides" The 
tactuality with whidi this depreciated coin was 
tUrawn from circulation, whenever remittances ar* 
"ed from Europe, prevented the public coofidennt 



firoifn being diminished, and enabled the Grandmas-^ 
ter to reissue it agian from time to time as he sair 
oocadcm, without at 'all weakening his gdvenmieiit« * 

The last days of La Valette,' uke those of L'lsl^ 
Adam, the heito of Rhodes, were distmi)ed hj m* 
testine divisions among his knights, and mipSeanne 
dilutes with the Pope and other potentates, who 
evinced a startling eagerness to encroach on the pos-^ 
sessions and privileges of the Oideh Inflated b^ 
the- brilliant defence which the brotheihood hadmade^ 
Several young Spanish knights gave themsdves im to 
a freer course of life than was compatible with mat 
v6w8, and, becommg roisterers, wits,' and 8oitf<* 
makers, made even the bravest and most venertm 
of their brethren, and the noblest ladies in Maha^ 
the objects df their irony and slander* A prosecu- 
tion being instituted a^auist these libellen^ they en* 
tered the council-hall m a tumultuous ntanncr, dash* 
ed the pen from the vice-chancellor^s hand te he wasr 
recording their sentence, and then, hurrying to the 
sea-side, seized a scampavia, and escaped to Sicily. 
For this rebellious proceeding, they were fbrmafly de- 
prived of the habit of the Order, and emissaries 
were despatched to apprehend them ; but, aware of 
the stem character of the Grandmaster, they con- 
tinued their flight to their own country, and eflectoally 
eluded pursuit. About the same time, a Floren- 
tine named Bonaccursi, who had been long settled 
in Malta, and had married a lady of great beauty, a 
descendant of one of those noble Rhodian fionifies 
who had followed the fortunes of the Order, in a 
transport of jealousy poniarded his wife, and e8ci^)ed 
to Italy, greatly to the Grandmaster's vexation, who 
spared no effort to bring him to justice. 

The differences with the Pope, Pius the Fif^h, 
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originated from that prelate •usurping the Grand- 
masters patronage so far, notwithstanding the pom- 
pous professions of iidmiration and respect which he 
had so recently hestowed on the Grandmaster, as to 
confer the dignity of Grand Prior of Rome on Cardi- 
nal Alexandrino, his own nephew, whom he relieved 
at the same time from the responsions which had heen 
paid by his predecessors. The ambassador of the 
Order fit the Court of Rome, represented the injus- 
tice of this proceeding in such forcible language, 
that the Pontiff, though confessing himself to blame, 
diiose to take offence at what he considered the dis- 
respectful conduct of the envoy, and dismissed him 
in disgrace. 

AU these circumstances conjoined, preyed deeply 
on the mind of the Grandmaster ; and, to relieve 
the melancholy thoughts that oppressed him, he 
made an excursion with his falcons, for the purpose 
^f enjoying his ^vourite amusement of hawking, to 
41 part of the island bordering on the creek of Saint 
.PauL It being the middle of July, the weather 
•proved excessively hot ; and, while engaged in the 
•noble sport in which he delighted, he was struck by 
,« coup'de'&oleily and, after an illness of three weeks, 
which he bore with the resignation of a martyr, ter- 
minated his glorious life (21st August 1568.) 

The funeral obsequies of this illustrious knight 
were celebrated with great magnificence. His re- 
>inains were first deposited in the chapel of Saint 
Mary de Philerme in the Bourg, but were after- 
wards, in accordance with his dying wish, removed 
to the church of Saint Mary of Victory, which he 
,bad built in the new city. The Admiral's galley, 
stripped of its masts and cannon, carried the hero's 
;^bes across the port to.th^ix gnal . resting-place. 



The t#o' Mlfieitf ^idh tdwed tbe !hneni bHgv 
hung iffidb bUdt 4dkitli, and gwtettd iPrfByfc^ilitliM Jb 
trailed tiid&id*^tt-ki'liie iMK\r0«» i ' Aftiifd tattectg 
two <^er gifflicD , • ^iriiksh.'liad HlNA'^-liie^ 1^^ 
perty of tbeF depiinedrciite^ eSuetei'wA w6fmatl 
wamntblb^ mod -^atmitii winh ^e pniieiptt^-d%Bi< 
taiies of tl^ Ovder.' In this ablnttH iit«iy<ilieiiDAafc 
nJ procession cpftted'the haibMir;^«id; memifkam/^ 
hig Motmt Soebermib^ eisMered' PtNft Mmofei^; yAm 
the coffin -was leland^ Hie tettsdiDUl <tf«llil 
deceased, '^ilotAfed in deep uttmnAs^^ snd umj tiij | 
each a ion^^tlMn headed the ttak^ and liie^^^ 
was Ixnneinr «harid 6f*plriftefo^ dttBlCn^tlM^^Mb 
vice of the cmirchy to the septddbe app(»ntied> l» 
receive it, ^idliife"the bloody^ wd tatteti^ 
that had been tohi fiota the JiM^wha&'mupebdMA 
over the grave. 

Peter de Monte, Grand Prior of Capna, whose 
name is so often mentioned with honour in the' de- 
fence of La Sangle, ^succeeded to the Ghraridmaster- 
ship in the stead of the magnanimous La Valette. 
On his deathbed, die latter had reoonunended An- 
tonio de Toledo, Grand Prior of Castile, as tiie 
knight most capable of supporting the d^gnky of 
the Order ; but a cabal, in which De Mente, how- 
ever, had small personal coneem, secured the tote 
in his &vour, thereby elevating a scarcely less worthy 
candidate. It was not till ibree years after the death 
of La Yalette (1571), that the new dty was fini^- 
ed, and made the seat of government. In the pre- 
ceding year, several Maltese cruisers having captured 
a number <)f Turkic vessels off the mottthft of the 
Nile, Ucchiali, a famous corsair, by way of fepriaal, 
attacked the squadron of the Order at an advantifie^ 
with a superior force* lluree Maltese gidlies 
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taken, and die Admiral's galley was driven ashore 
-off the town of M onchiaro in Sicily — an event which 
was followed by the death of the Chevalier Saint 
Clement, its commander. 

Before this disaster could be repaired, the banner 
of Saint John was again unfurled in war against the 
Ottoman, as a party to a power^ Christian league. 
The Emperor Selim the Second having invaded Cy- 
pnis» which, in common with many of the Greek 
islands, and a great part of the Morea and Dalmatia, 
fldll acknowledged the dominion of the Venetian 
republic, took the cities of Nicosia and Famagusta 
(1569), and prosecuted the war with so much vi- 
gour, that the proud princes of the Adriatic, trem- 
bling for their supremacy in the Levant, were com- 
pelled to implore assistance from the Pope, the King 
of Spain, and several of the minor Italian poten- 
tates. After a great deal of diplomatic trimng, a 
common circumstance in these times, when states- 
men held hypocrisy to be a cardinal virtue, a con- 
federation was agreed to; and in the summer of 
IS7I9 a mighty Christian armament rendezvoused 
«t Messina, and sailed for the Moreote coast. This 
expedition consisted of two hundred and ten gallics, 
twenty-eight large transport ships, and six '* galeasses " 
armed with heavy guns, and was commanded in 
chief by Don John of Austria, natural brother to 
Philip the Second of Spain ; *^ a man, " says 
KjK^es, ^^ then about four-and-twenty years old, 
in whom wanted no honourable parts, his mother's 
'Uemish only excepted." The Pope's gallies were 
commanded by Mark Anthony Colonna, the Vene- 
- tian by John Venieri, and the Maltese, which were 
only dkree in number, by Uie knight Pietro Justini- 
ani. The flower of the young chivalry of Spain and 
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.Italy served under the flags of tkeir respectife eoim^ 
tries as ▼(dunte^fs; and the land troopa alone ar 
mounted to twenty thouoand men^ many of <iihem 
had grown gny in camps mid battles* The :^- Otto- 
man fleet) agamst whidi this vast aumment war de- 
spatched, was comnumded by Ali P^uha, and- con- 
sisted of two hundred gsUies, and seventy ^EigBtes 
■and brigantines* TheCmristianseacoimtereditinthe 
Gulf (^ Corinth or Lepanto, where it had ani^or- 
edy laden with the spoils of the whole DafantiBn 
coast, having recently ravaged the shores' of the. A- 
driatic to within cannon-shot of the v€»nr batteries of 
•Venice, Prudence dictated to the Turkidi. com- 
mander to keep vrithin the Gulf; but, inflated by 
his late achievements, and encouraged by rash eoim- 
sel, he no sooner learnt that the Chiistiaa fleet was 
4n the offing, than he ordered his sqaadrcm to mi- 
moor, and stand into the open sea* Fhiahed with 
the hope of victory, the Turkish sallies were dash- 
ing gallantly onward before a ravourable breeze, 
through the channel of I^panto, when they descried, 
off Cape Skropha, and outside the islets called the 
Kursolares (the ancient Echinades), the Christian 
armament, formed in line-of-battle. It vras divided 
into four squadrons ; commanded, on the right, by 
John Andrew Doria ; on the left, by the Venetian cap- 
tain Augustine Barbarigo ; and in the centre, by Don 
John, with Colonna and Venieri for his lieutenants. 
The Maltese gallies were stationed on the extreme 
left of the line. Sixty i^ips, under ^e Maiiquis of 
Santa Cruz, were formed into a reserve ; and a squadron 
of eight gallies, under John de Cordova, vrith the six 
Venetian galeasses, which, armed with ponderous ord- 
nance, and crowded with chosen soldiers, looked like 
floating castles, led the van of the l^tle. T]»e T|tfk3 
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.fenned in nearly similar order, save that they had no 
-reserve, and that their line was wider and crescent- 
.shaped. Ali the Capitan, with Pertan a celebrated 
corsair as his lieutenant, conunanded the centre, 
which was opposed to Don John, while Ucchiali and 
Siroc, two distinguished officers, were opposed to 
Doria and Barbarigo. 

It was about sunrise (7th October 1571) when a 
fiignal-gun from the Grand Admiral's galley told the 
Christians to prepare for battle. Instantly the ban- 
ner of the confederation, which had the image of 
Christ crucified embroidered upon it, and had been 
•presented by the Pope, was unfurled, and, after a 
brief prostration and prayer on beholding it, each 
man grasped his arms ready for the fight. Don John, 
dothed in glittering armour, visited the several squa- 
drons in person, spreading confidence every where by 
his cheerful and martial voice ; and shouts of *^ Vic- 
tory I Victory I " followed him over the waves. Fa- 
Tonred by the wind, and burning with an ardour no- 
thing inferior to that which animated their adver- 
saries, the Turks held bravely on their course ; but 
•jnst as they were on the point of joining battle, the 
breeze flagged, and chopped round in such a man- 
ner that the first broadside from the galeasses, which 
were anchored like floating bulwarks a mile a- 
head of the Christian fleet, enveloped them in the 
smoke of the guns. Though staggered by the dis- 
charge, which sunk several of their gallies, the Turks 
continued to rush into the battle, and, amid the clan- 
gour of cymbals, drums, and other martial instru- 
ments, blended with wild shouts, opened their fire on 
the Christian line. A furious conflict instantly com- 
menced. The Capitan Pasha, singling out the Chris- 
tian Admiral's galley, bore down on it with such vio- 
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k&ctytluil the beaks of bol^Yanek ware dmoliahad 
bytbetliGck. Both wefe maiiMd ^widi iha .dioi^ 
(Mt JiMiiri «id' manners -in .thiirjttaiotiye "hiih^ 
jwd-- Aciot they boaided rand Yupolsea aocfa ollMr 
ivith ^phtfigisoB aiangfatBT. . Venieci) -anuig .^ 
HighAjmiwl hagi pwflil, intt. aaqianqg to: gne 
him auj^rt bypoopii^ the. Tuikin mflff^'Vpfan^lK 
i9«s intercepted' by Fcftan'Farfiay aiM «aaipeUed to 
iookto his own'safe^ .Hiough* sornnty yeaxiiMf 
ag% liie noUe Venetiaii depofted hniaetf wtlh.«]Lthe 
•ooimige of- M yoathfbl wantor $ - am!, iuqpind ^th » 
ganewnB emulatiM at the «i^ of^loa wUte JiaiiB 
jBtreamiag in the "ran of 'the bme^ hia meo 4iqph» 
ed aires^ution worthy- of t^itcommmidm. ' SaS^ 
fthe nmaencal aupeiiarity of the ToiiBi enahM dun 
to lif^ thdff way ofor tbeprow of. thftfaHey |.;aB4 
ahnost swept of her defenders, she was on the point 
of being captured, when the Venetian ciqptainsy Mali- 
petra-and Loredano, hastened with their vessels to hsr 
relie£ This timely soccoiir again= turned the tide 
of battle ; and, though both Malipetra and Loredaoo 
were ]^>eedily slain, their iaH only Teodered the va- 
lour of their followers more irresistible.* Two Tuik- 
ish gallies at length struck their flags ; and Fertan, 
seeing himself in danger of being captured^ leapt in- 
to a boat, and, passing through the Christian fleet un- 
molested, abandoned the combat, and escaped. 

Meanwhile, Siroc Bey had led the right wing of 
the Turkii^ battle against the left of the Chri^ian 
line— hemmed in on the one side <by a dangerous 
bank, formed by the discharge of the Aspropotamos 
(the andent Achelous), and on the other by the Ve- 
netian galeasses, which shattered many of his ves- 
sels with their terrible fire* To create « diversion he 
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despatched a small squadron under a Grenoese rene« 
gade, ynth orders to stand close in shore, and endea<« 
wxmr to outflank and &11 upon the rear of the Christian 
fleet. This manceuvre, however, came to the knowledge 
of the Venetian captain, Barhango, in time to en^ 
able him to receive the onset, both fore and aft, with 
equal resolution and sagacity. Amid a murderous 
shower of round and small shot, darts and arrows, 
the contending gallies grappled each other, and every 
man was brought foot to £oot with his adversary. 
Two Christian gallies, the one commanded by' Bai> 
beiigo in person, the other by Mark Ciconia,'were 
beset, the one by six, the other by five, Turkish ves- 
sels; and while gallantly contending against this 
overwhelming force, an arrow entered the left eye of 
Barbarigo, and, piercing his brain, laid him mortaUy 
wounded on the deck. Ciconia was also severely 
wounded, and frightfully scorched with Greek fire 
about the &ce and breast ; but he managed to de- 
fend himself, till the arrival of two powerful Ve- 
netian gallies changed the aspect of the fight, and 
enabled him not only to repulse the enemy with great 
daughter, but to capture several of their vessels, toge- 
ther with a supeib ensign, which had been the pride 
of the Ottoman fleet. The ftdl of Siroc Bey himself, 
who had grappled with the galley commanded by 
John Contarini, and was struck down lifeless in the 
thidcest of the battle, completed the discomfiture of 
his squadron. From that moment, despair pervaded 
it, and every man tried only how he could best readi 
the neighbouring coast ; but so closely did the Chris- 
tians pursue them, that scarcely one escaped. 

In the centre, however, the battle still raged witii 
unabated fury. The gaUies commanded by Don 
John and the Capitan Pasha had been engaged 
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nearly three hours, and, as yet, neither could boast 
of victory. But no sooner did the Christian Admi- 
ral hear the shout of triumph raised by the Vene* 
tians on the left, than, a£raid.that the conqueror's 
meed was to be torn from him by one of lus own 
lieutenants, he liberated four hundred chosen soln 
diers, whom he had hitherto kept as a reserve under 
hatdies, who, with loud cries, and full of ardour, 
sprang cheerfully on the enemy's deck. This fresh 
onset decided the conflict, and the galley surrender* 
«d; but not till its commander, his head shatteared by 
a musket-shot, was stretched mor^y wounded a- 
inong the slain. He was carried, bathed in hi^ own 
blood, but still breathing, to the presence of Don 
John, who commanded his armour to be unbraced, 
and his head to be struck off and diqilayed on the 
point of a spear, to intimidate the combatants in such 
of the Turkish gallies as yet maintained the battle. 
His two sons, nephews of the Emperor, were both 
captured alive in another galley. 

But though the left and centre of the Christian 
line had achieved a complete triumph, the right had 
as yet barely joined battle. Doria, who was oppo^^ 
ed to the corsair Ucchiali in that quarter, with a 
shyness unworthy of his name, and which has given 
rise to a diversity of opinions regarding his motives, 
instead of rushing at once to close combat, spent the 
time in futile manoeuvres, as if he aspired nnore to 
ensnare his enemy than to conquer him in &ir fight. 
Some of his traducers have even gone so far as to 
charge him with an intention of abandoning the Chris- 
tian fleet, in case he saw the day likely to end disas- 
trously ; but the most rational inference is, consider- 
ing his reputed sagacity and bravery, that his pur> 
pose was to countervail, by stratagem, what he wanted 
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ill 6trehgth# In these circunistances, Ucchiali, after 
following him out to sea, extended his line with a 
view to encompass the Spanish squadron ; by which 
manoeuvre, he captured twelve Venetian gallies^ which 
had imprudently withdrawn from their appointed sta- 
tion. Many knights of Saint Stephen (the Floren- 
tine Order of knighthood, instituted, in 1561, by 
Cosmo de Medicis, in imitation of that of Malta) 
lost their lives on board of these gallies ; and one 
was blown up by its commander, rather than surren- 
der. Doria, seeing a part of his squadron thus an- 
nihilated before his eyes, could no longer remain at 
a distance, but at length stood fairly into the fight. 
At the same, time, the left wing and centre having 
mastered all the vessels opposed to them, despatched 
a number of gallies to share in this new combat ; 
and, among others, Justiniani, with the Maltese 
squadron, was detached from the lef^, where he had 
aasisted to defeat Siroc. The Maltese gallies were* 
the first that reached the scene of combat ; and Jus* 
tiniani saw himself suddenly beset by six Turkish gal- 
lies, who pressed him so desperately, that fif^y of his 
best knights were slain, and one of his ensigns was torn- 
from the mast. With three arrows sticking 'in his 
body, he, however, maintained his vessel till such time 
as the other two gallies were able to shake off the ene- 
mies by whom they were surrounded, and hasten tO" 
his rescue. At one period, during this sanguinary 
eonflict, his vessel was all but captured — ^the Bailiff 
de Spar, commander of the land forces of the Order, 
lay slain on her deck, and the Infidels were actually 
towing her away in triumph, when the other gallies 
arrived to her relief. It was not till Ucchiali was in- 
formed of the death of Caragiali, his lieutenant, and 
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• Gra^i4HW^Iiiit»(|»,Cx]tt«b ... 
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ing breath, that he had lived long enough to know 
duU victory had smiled on the Christian arms. * 

To return to Malta. The Grandmaster de Monte, 
wh«> was upwards of seventy years of age> died in 
the following year (1572), and was succeeded by 
John L'Evesque de la Cassiere, of the language of 
Aavergne — ^the same knight who deported himself 
so gallantly as standard-bearer in the attack on 
Zoaim in 1552. Though a brave and sagacious 
eonunander, a natural violence and obstinacy of tern- 
par, wfaidi frequently betrayed him into discourteous 
language, in some measure disqualified him for sa 
responsible an office ; and he soon hund himself 
involved in*painlul and -troublesome disputes, not 
only vrithin, but veithout the convent. He had eki- 
ioyed the dignity only two years, when a dispute 
aaviiig arisen between him and the Bishop of Malta 
as to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction. Pope Gregory 
tke Thirteenth, to whom he appealed, despatched an 
focradited member of the Holy Inquisition, that 
Boost sanguinary and atrocious of all judiioial institti- 
ttoii% to decide between them. This oflicial fixed 
hisheail-quarteBS pennanently at Valetta, where, un* 
dcr^pretflnoe of protectiiig the inteiests of the Holy 
Seei and in direct violation of the- arrangements on 
such mediation was originally accepted, he 



* Gervantet, the audior of Don Quixote, senred on board 
one of ibe Papal gallies in this expedition. As he himself says^ 
(fai-thft prefiMe to the second part of Don QuisEoto), he oonsi> 
^avad.ilw lost of his left hand (which was struck off in the 
oonrse of the action by a blow of a scimitar), as a << trifling 
price to pay for the honour of partaking in the Arst great ac- 
tHm, in which the naval supremacy of the Ottoman was sue* 
nwifaHy diluted by Qirartiaa arms.'* 
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and his successors secured a d^ee of ascendancy 
which frequently occasioned serious divisions^ and 
even sometimes threatened to subvert the govern- 
ment of the Order* This ascendancy was adbieved 
by the disposal of what were called brevets, or jmh 
tents of independence, to the native Maltese^ by 
which the holder and his family were taken under 
the immediate protection of the Holy See, as ^* pfr* 
tentees of the Inquisition, " and virtually absolved 
from their allegiance to the Grandmaster* The 
Bishop, moreover, assimied a similar independem^ 
of jurisdiction, by right of which the bestowal of a 
simple tonsure freed the wearer from subjection to 
the tribunals of the Order; and GaigaUa, who then 
held the See, having, along with Cressin, .the prior 
of the church, another restless and turbulent many 
been denied the privilege of paying inquisitorial visits 
to the Hospital in the Cit6 Notable, excommuni- 
cated its directors. This occasioned tumults among 
the people, who, as usual in such disputes, sided 
with the priests ; and forcible measures were neces* 
sarily adopted, to preserve tranquillity. The schism 
even extended to the convent itself; and three of the 
inquisitorial functionaries having been apprehended on 
a charge of traitorous designs, they not only confessed 
that they had conspired to poison the Grandmaster, 
but inculpated many Spanish and Italian knights as 
their accompHces. This charge, which seems to 
have been altogether false, greatly excited the indig-. 
nation of the accused ; and, forgetting the respect 
due to La Cassiere as their head, they entered the 
council-chamber tumultuously in a body, and caUed 
upon him, in insolent terms, not only to divulge the. 
proofe he had against them, but to submit th^ caM^ 
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to ibe ¥ope*8 decwoiu TbiMi» hdweviw, mollified 
ttmr wntb, and tii€ appeal was foigotteo. 

1b the midst of diese intestine broils, La Casstere 
hod ahb scTotd foreign dictates and cares to harass 
himi Everj year brought with it threats of a new 
alladc horn the Tmics ; jand though these ultimate^ 
ly evaporated in the conquest of Ooletta and Tunis, 
wlneh the Emperor Selim wrested from Spain, they 
ye( sufficed to keep the council in a constant state 
0^ eKeitoBent. For a time, too, a point of mari- 
tiaae li^ with the republic of Venice was debated 
wMi great acrimony, and with diiBficulty brought to 
a. aalu&otoiy termination. Moreover, the Grand 
I^ory of Castile having, in consonance with the 
wisli of the King of Spain, been bestowed by the 
GbTaadmaster and counol on an Ajistrian archduke, 
OB condition of his entering die Order, the Castilian 
knights took the armngement so much amiss, ^at 
thek discontent assumed a cebellious aspect ; and^ 
to subdue them, it was necessary to resort to Papi^ 
intimidation. As a penance for their insubordinate 
OMiduet, they appeared before the council in fidl as* 
seiabiy, caxrying each a wax taper, to entreat pardon 9 
vdiieh was grai^d, accompanied by a severe repri-« 
maud. About the same time (1578),- six Portu-^ 
g«eae knights, who entertained a blood-thirsty spirit 
of revenge against one o£ iheir countrymen, the 
Chevafier Carreras, ent^^d his apartment masked, 
and wearing fidse beards, and barbaroudy aasasai* 
Bated him ; for which crime they were tried, con* 
demned, and, in terms oi their sentence, sown up in 
sodcs, and thrown dlive into the sea. The only 
l^esm of glory shed over this daik era, was the ho* 
nourable death of several commanders of the Onier^ 
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who ftD gdhnlljr ■■fpi'^'i^ ^^ CfantMi bnnev 
agniut the Moon n flw ted batde of Akun^ in 
which SebflsliaiiySjiigof Portngil — thelmooCaHB^ 
a wild Lggfanim legend loer hiiwyMi-libliftu 
These dittiBlMHioei woe only ApRnide to giolec 
tmiblM. The Spankh brightly who fiBiiii ■ ihi 
ly united md nmvntM l body, and whose mnn oh« 
jection to La Caanere was hn being a FicnchnnBy 
determined, a» the green old age he enjoyed left 
them no hopes of his speedy demise, to oonpasiliiB 
deposition by a regnlar con^riiacy against hinu • As 
a preliminary step, they gained over die langniget 
of Italy and Gennany, and even smne of the French 
knights ; and, among them, the commander Rome* 
gas, Prior of Tonlonse and Irshmd, was sedmd 
into the sedition* Romegas, whose name has at* 
ready been noticed with honour, but who combined 
a sanguinary and ill-*r^ulated and>itionf with- great 
valour and personal prowess, was won upon to 
join the conspiracy, by the pro^ct of succeeding to 
the Grandmastership, — self-conceit blinding him to 
the improbability, that the malecontents, who were so 
eager to depose one Frenchman, would eWate an* 
other to the vacant dignity. To the dishonour of 
the Order, which had begun to exhibit a kmentable 
and profligate laxity of discipline, one cause of oom* 
plaint against La Cassiere was, his having expelled 
all courtesans from the city and sid>wbs of Vaktta 
to the remote casals. The Maltese annalists record 
this gross dereliction from one of the cardinal rules 
by which the institution was originally regulated, 
with shame and sorrow ; and, from that date (1581), 
the efficiency and renown of the Order may be tMud 
to have rapidly declined. 
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. EUicbuiaged by the knowledge tKat they were 
countenanced in their lawless proceedings by the 
court of S^in, and by the arrival of three Sicilian 
gallies, ostensibly fitted out against the Turks, but 
in reality sent to support them, the malecontents avail- 
ed themselves of an opportunity of impugning the 
decision of the Grandmaster in a question respect- 
ing the watch-word which had arisen between the 
hmguage of Auvergne, and the knights of Italy and 
^ain. He was openly charged by the rebels in 
tumultuous assembly, with having shown an undue 
partiality to his own nation — with having dissipated 
the revenues of the Order — -with neglect of its af- 
£uis-«— with gross inattention to the defence of the 
island—- with incapacity and immorahty — and, as a 
cJimai, with a treasonable correspondence with the 
iwom enemies of the Christian faith. To remedy 
the defects of his government, they called upon him 
to appoint a lieutenant ; and when La Cassiere in- 
dignantly rejected the insolent proposition, nomi- 
lufted Romegas to that office on their own.autho» 
nty* This was followed by a still more audacious 
eductf by virtue of which, and on pretence that 
die Grandmaster's person was in danger, they for- 
cibly arrested him, and imprisoned him in the tower 
of Saint Angelo. He was carried thither in an open 
chsuv hooted by the younger portion of the rebel- 
Hoiis knights, and reviled by crowds of Cyprians, who 
Iiad returned to the city the moment his authority 
HM subverted ; but he bore these indignities with 
the £>rtitude of a man who regarded them not as 
insults, but as honours. 

.He had been two days in this humiliating situa* 
tion, when Chabrillan, general of the gallies, entered 
the port with his squadroiu That knight^ after com- 
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mnniiig with liim in his captivity — a poTilege the 
rebels dued not nfuse^-^-offend to reinstate him at 
once in his former dignity, and cany him hadk to 
.his pekoe in tnunmh at the head of hismazines; 
but La Cassiere nobly answered, that he woold ra- 
ther end his days in prison, than deli]^ the oonyent 
with blood ; and that he left it fiir the Pope to ponidi 
or «cogm« his deporition. Appeal, were .ccocd. 
ingly made to Rome by both parties ; and ao un- 
portent was the revolt esteemed were, that the whok 
city was agitated by it. This popular sensaticm wv 
increased hv a duel between two Italian ^™^gl^ 
Bosio and Guimarva. The latter having reproached 
the fonner with being a time-flerving abettor of ikt 
Grandmaster^ Bosio attached and slew his antago* 
nist in presence of the Papal guards in Saint Peter's 
Square; after which he contrived to eaBtspCp and 
was never apprehended* 

Enraged at the conduct of the rdiels, the Pqpe 
instantly despatdied an accredited agent to Malta to 
inquire into the matter^ and to act as lieutenant o£ the 
Order until a final adjustment. On the arrival of 
this officer, La Cassiere, who had previously been 
entreated by the rebels, vdio had b^gun to tremble 
for the consequences of their usurpation, to accept 
of liberty, was reconducted to his palace, and in- 
£:>rmed that it was the Pope's pleasure that he should 
repair to Rome, where a gracious reception awaited 
him. He accordingly embarked £ot Italy, and en- 
tered the Eternal City with the suite of a connierar, 
three hundred knights being in attendance* Rom» 
gas, and several other ringleaders of the maleoon- 
tents, also r^iaired, by citation, to the pepil tzibu- 
nal ; and, in terms of a peremptory edict, the Spar 
iiish gallies, after some demur on the part of their 
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commaDder, who aigued that the King of Spain was 
ite i^thnate protector of the Order, withdrew from 
dur'tuaad. Harassed and dispirited by the discredit- 
afcte bircumstances in which he stood, and humiliat- 
€A to perceive, that while La Cassiere was hailed wHth 
&retf tnaik of distinction at the coort of Rome, he 
titts left to pine in neglect as a t\u*bulent rebel, the 
pttmA heart of Romegas gave way — a fever seized 
mill, imd at the end of seven days he died. His 
flUtamam were directed to make a formal and public 
Mbilfission to the Grandmaster ; and it is told of 
oifee bf them, the commander de Sacquenville, that 
HHbchi he would have confined himself to kissing 
Ltt Cnsiere's hand, the Cardinal de Montalto ex- 
ddmed, ^ Down on your knees, rebellious knight ; 
had it not been for the clemency of your chie^ your 
head would have fellen many days a^o by the execu** 
tkmer^s axe I " 

1^ Cassiere did not live to return to Malta, and 
"MtuAd die full re-establishment of his authority. He 
&d' at' Rome in the beginning of 1582; and the 
IPopBf itvailing himself of the circumstance, to influ- 
endie^ the election of his successor, forwarded a brief 
"tit' Malta, restricting the chapter to the choice of 
thrae candidates, though a formal deputation from 
A^'ODttvent had previoiLsly entreated him not to in- 
Jringd the freedom of the election. This led to the 
alenrtion of Hugh de Loubeux de Yerdale, who had 
Idbg been in high frivour at the court of Rome. 
Verdale was a man of a gentle and pacific character, 
ttid'tocercised his patronage with strict impartiality ; 
JH he failed to secure the confidence of the Order. 
Filiding his authority continually contemned, he paid 
a visit to Rome (1587), where he was received by 
Che Pope, Sixtus the Fifth, with great honour^ asd 
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sent back to Malta with a cardinal's hat, in the hope 
that this new dignity would o ie iAwe the inalecon- 
tents. This however, it £uled to do. Sedition 
continued to reign throoghout the consent ; and, as- 
sailed by incessant com^aints on all sides, he ODce 
more repaired to Rome, where he sooa .«fter died 
of a broken heart (1595). The tnmbles of his 
reign were aggravated, moreover, fay a VMntation of "the 
plague, whidi in 1592, almost depopnlaied the iid- 
and. In the same year, through the influence i]f 
the Bishop Gargalla, the Jesuits were intxodiioed 
into Malte, where they s^peedily gained a great as- 
cendancy. It was during lus GhrandmasleiBhip diat 
materials collected by the commander, John Antho- 
ny Fossan, for a history of the Order, were confided 
to James Bosio, with instructions to oom|dete the 
work. 

Don Martin Garzez, of the languM of Amgon^ 
succeeded De Verdale. Having ncilber ftvountes 
nor prejudices, he came into power as it weie by po- 
pular acclaim, and the six years he hdd the reins 
of government were marked by tranquillity and suibor- 
dination. He died in 1601 ; and Alof de Yigna- 
court, Grand Hospitaller of France, was elected to 
the vacant dignity. * He was a man of great talents, 
and enjoyed both a long and brilliant reign, thou^ 
the records left of it are comparatively scant and 
unsatis&ctory. The year succeeding his election, 
the gallies of the Order attacked and carried in 
a very gallant manner the town of MJahometa in 
Barbary ; and descents were also made against 
Patras and Lepanto on the coast of Greece. Two 
years afterwards (1604), a predatory expedition was 

* Vide Vignette — Taken from an original portrait^ by Mi- 
cWl Angelo Canraggio. . 
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t to; the isikad of LangOy wfaieh was hallowed in 
Brtimation of the Order by ancient associations, 
a the ravagers, with more intrepidity than huma- 
, dragged away an hundred, and sixty-five of the 
rat- as slaves. In 1-6 10, the knights, Fresnet, 
SOS, and Graucourt, made an attack on the Turk- 
fixtress of Laiazzo, on the Cilician coast* Hav- 
burst open the gate by means of a petard, they 
rad it in triumph, and, after razing the works, re-« 
k. to- their vessels, carrying with them abundance 
looty, and upwards of three hundred captives, 
tyear, a similar attack was made on Corinth, 
At was also taken and sacked— a circumstance 
tk. 80 greatly enraged the Turks, that four years 
wards (1615), £ey made a firesh descent on 
ta-by way of reprisal. Sixty gallies appeared 
re the island on this occasion, and landed five 
Mnd men, ¥dth the intention of sweeping the 
bitants into slavery; but the Maltese,* having 
ly notice of their approach, retired with their 
arty into the different strongholds, and the Otto- 
1^ unable to attempt a siege, had to re-embark 
out capturing a single man. These advantages, 
Iter, were counterbalanced by the loss which 
Dtder sustained before Suza, on the coast of 
itary, in 1619, while co-operating with the forces 
lie CathoUo league, in an attadc on that place. 
nty knights fell in this expedition, which ended 
be Christians being repulsed. An enterprise, 
fftaken by the gaUies of the Order singly, in the 
wing year, against the Castle of Tomeza, the 
d dep6t of the Morea, was more succ^sful. 
assailants, headed by the commander Saint 
re^ burst open the gates of the fortress as they 
done that of Laiazzo, by means of petards ; but 
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the knowle^e tlnrt four liiofisttid Turks were 0d* 
vancing U> relieve it^ induced them to indke c hasty 
retreat to their ships, carrying nitli theni) however, 
all the booty and pnsoAers they had taken. 

Though these exploits dre uanated ni tsnBSof 
high commendation hy the a&nsKsls of the Ovdtr, 
they were^ in reality, nothing dse than pntkad de- 
scents, made more for the piffpose of plundes^ thin 
from that generous spirit of rehgioif8«rid tttfitial Mtl 
which distinguished the knights c^ Sahxt John at an 
earlier era. The political importooce «f the Order 
was sensi^y on the decline ; and though tht knights 
continued to be respected throughout CfaristendoB, 
as valiant and experienced soldiers, whde their sewioss 
were eagerly coveted in every fleet and amy of Europe, 
the fratemky, as an independent body, was no kMig- 
er regarded as a puissant and indispensable ally in 
the terrible struggles between the Cross and the 
Crescent, which almost annualby delag^d the coun- 
tries bordering on the Danube, with Mood. In 
point of discipline, too, a marked and humiliating 
change had taken place. The statutes still existed 
m all their rigour ; but many of them were become 
in a great measure obsolete, and crimes began to dis- 
grace the Order, which had never before stained its 
archives. Those statutes, however, whidi were fram- 
ed to support the temporal dignity of the insUtntion, 
had nowise lost their immutability in the estimation 
of many of the knights ; — in proof of which, it may 
I>e mentioned, that Charles de Brie, a natural son 
of Henry Duke of Lorraine, having been admitted 
into the language of Germany through the influence 
of the Princes of the Empire, the German knights 
rose in a body to express their dissent, and, in their 
indignation j tore the iffmorial ensigns o( the Grand* 
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matUit mid Ordtf from the gites of their ]ibi> Ichv" 
ng otdy thofle of the- EmpeBor standing. 
'. ThcMigh the Mestenhip of De Vignaconrt wa% 
OB the whole, proi^)erous md brilluDitt he did not 
cntinly escape those domestic cares which had h»« 
lassed and even brou^t to the grave several of his 
med e c e sBors* Both the Grand Inquisitor and the 
Bishop of Malt% supported by the Pope, Clement 
lbs E^g^ith, exerted themselves to subvert his author 
rity ; and, on one occasion, the brotherhood were so 
tauBpeiated at the meddling and arrogant habits of 
Iher bishop, that a number of the yoimger knights 
eaaroanded his palace, and openly threatened to 
throw bin into the sea. The Grandmaster succeed- 
ed in Biq>pressing the tumult, however, before die 
prebite had sustained any injury, and ai^erwards sent 
him off to Rome, in the hope that the Pope would 
poniiii him for his insolence. But his Holiness, on 
the contrary, was so incensed at the treatment which 
^e Bishop had received, that he threatened the Grand- 
BAster with the anathemas of the church ; and De Vig" 
nflcourt had to make ample concession before the wrath 
o£ the Papal tyrant could be stayed. Notwithstanding 
tfatose vexations, the Grandmaster was able to com-* 
plete one of the noblest monuments, in the shape of 
a public work, whid^ remains to attest the grandeur 
of the Ordnr — ^namely, an aqueduct for the conveyance 
«f a laige spring of water into the city of Valetta from 
the southern part of the island. This canal, which 
is still in repair, is upwards of nine and a half Eng- 
lish miles in length. The water is carried into every 
street by subterranean ducts, which connect the pub- 
lio and private cisterns, and furnish a supply of that 
indispensable element to the inhabitants, when the 
moat on which they chiefly depend^ are not suffi* 
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Pjnl^ ]iisfUQQea»ry.ww«l8Q &r admwiedhUirJiJb 
whoa otlfed to (be sumiQe ccNimi«nd.;;iiHr94ii dn^ 
happened in tninquu tunes^ the ambMon lof ma 
younger knights instigated them to bvour the can-' 
didate whose term of days was^ as Ctur as age went, 
nearest a dose. De Paule's reign began by two se- 
vere but imperative acts of justice. Juan de Fonae- 
ca, a Portuguese novice, was convicted of robbery 
and murder, and had his head struck off by the comi* 
mon executioner in the great piazza of tae palaoa; 
and Faukon, Prior of Capua^ having been found 
guilty of embezzling public monies to a.bige amount, 
was condemned to perpetual imprisonment^ in which 
he died. Scarcely had the Grandmaster confirmed 
the sttitence of this false knight, when he was called 
upon to vindicate his own character — his enemies 
having denounced him to the Pope as a man of loose 
morals, and guilty of simony, inasmuch as he had at- 
tained the supreme dignity by bribery and corruptioii* 
The Pope, Urban the Eighth, sustained his deteoee:; 
biU fiboitly.afierwairds,, in imitation of hui pjcfvck^iea* 
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f Vwl the Fifth and Gregory the Fourteenth, u« 
led the patronage of the Itali&B commanderies^ 
ral of which he conferred on his nephewB and- 
nritesy in direct snbversion of the statutes of the 
Itr. Indignant at this proceeding, the Italian 
|ht8 refused to take their turn of service on board 
^ies ; and many of them quitted Malta and rt^ 
led to their paternal homes. The Grandmaster 
only remonstrated with the Ponti£P on the occa- 
, but carried his complaints to the feet of .the prin<J 
1 sovereigns of Christendom ; but, as has already 
I said, the influence of the Order was on the wane. 
I Pope continued to bestow the Italian benefices 
lis creatures as they fell vacant, and the kings of 
ope \eh him to act entirely as he thought pvo« 
In the matter. He also took upon himself to re- 
I the mode of electing the Grandmaster, and al* 
1 the ancient usage of the general chapters so feur, 
> empower the Grand Inquisitor to preside over 
n* De Paule, with the unbecility of a dotard, 
Aj submitted to this humiliating arrangement ; 

to obviate opposition from the higher spirited 
more impetuous knights, they were sent to sea 

the gallies when the next Chapter was conven- 
-«t which the Inquisitor, but with somewhat re« 
ted powers, took his seat accordingly, 
"he Grandmastership of De Paule, like that of 
Vignacourt, was characterized by a piratical and 
ninary, but less successful war&re, against the 
■man flag. In 1625, twelve knights lost their 
, and several were wounded, in an unfortunate 
ent on the island of Santa Maura ; and the same 
two Maltese gallies were captured by the Infi« 

afler a long and obstinate engagement. These 
"868, however, were counterbaUnced by several 
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rich prizes taken on the Moreote and Barbary ooaste. 
At this period (1632)9 the population of Maka, 
which, seTenty-five years before, aft the raising ci the 
&mous siege, did not greatly exceed ten thousmd, 
amounted, exclusive of the members of the Order, 
and &miliarB of the Inquisition, to upwiffds of fifty- 
one thousand souls— -4;he best proof that can be gir 
Ten of the paternal care of the administration. * 

Paul Lascaris Castelard, a descendant of the Counts- 
of Vintimiglia, and of the Greek Emperors of Cost-' 
stantinople, succeeded the Grrandmaster De Paule, who 
died in 1636 at an advanced age. The war whicb 
raged between France and Spain at the time of the 
election, and in which many of the knights, par* 
ticulariy those of France, contrary to the strict lettor 
oi their statutes, which prohibited them from taking 
up arms against any Cbistian power whatever, were 
personally engaged, involved him, at the outset of his 
reign, in much intricate and troublesome negotiation ; 
and while the matters in dispute were pending, the 
Viceroy of Sicily, warmly espousing the Spanish side 
of the question, almost starved Malta, by refusing the 
customary supplies of grain. The Grandmaster how- 
over, having, in terms of an official edict, opened his 
batteries on a French vessel commanded by the 
knight De la Carte, which had beaten a Spanish ship 
m the channel of Goza, and then attempted to an- 
chor in Port Siroc, so far propitiated the Spaniards, 
and satisfied them of his neutrality, as to induce them 
to re-estabUsh a free intercourse between the island 
and the Sicilian coast. It was now the turn of 
France to be offended ; and to punish the Grandmas* 
ter for the insult offered to his Hag, the French king 

* Vertot et Boisgelin. 
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eoised all the possesaions of the Order in hi« chv 
loniionB, with a view to aimeiL them to the crows 
laiidb Through the agency, however, of IVL de Lo* 
meniey secretary of state, one of whose sons had just exi» 
tered the Order, this quarrel was amicably a^usted, and 
the conunandery of La Rochelle was given to the young 
valier,in adcnowledgement of his Other's services^ 
In 1608, ja bloody action was fought between the 
gallies of the Order, commanded by the knight de 
Chajolt, and three large ships of war, em{doyed io 
oeinT03ring a considerable fleet of Turkish merchant 
veBsels £roin Tripoli to the East. The Maltese &d* 
mini, without expending a single broadside, ran his 
m gallies directly aboard the ccMrsairs, two gallies 
grappling each slup. The Infidels made a gallant 
resistance-— especiidly their admiral's vessel, which 
WHS commanded by Ibrahim Rais or La Becasae, 
a ien^;ade of Marseilles, who had at one time acted 
as plot to the Maltese squadron, but having been cag^ 
tund by the pirates of Tripoli, had turned Mohamme* 
daa» and, by his valour, raised himself to the highest 
post. The galley called the Saint Peter, commanded 
by the Chevalier de Gallean Chateauneu^ and support* 
ed by the Admiral's galley, engaged Ibrahim's vessel^ 
iidu<di had on board four hundred and fifty Turkish 
soldiers, all chosen men* Mariel de Chateauneu^ the 
Che¥Blier*s brother, was the first of the Chrifitiaas that 
haat cm the corsair's deek, whither he was instantly 
followed, sabre in hand, by a number of knights, tdio 
ettt all who offered resistance to pieees ; and their 
leader had the honour of dragging Ibrahim to his 
Imther'a ^eet. The whole Turkish fiotiHa mm 
taken; and, ridbt in daves and booty, the victon 
returned in tiiamph to the harbour of La Valette. 
The fktoijf bowwittf vaa {tutdiiiattd V^ ^ ^£sili^ 
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-of seveial distingiiislied knights — among whom weie 
the Chevftliere de Viontessancourt) De Mahnau(»i« 
-D'Isnaid, De Piccolomini, end De Soiioa ■■all 
knights bearing names illustrious in. their respee* 
tive countries* 

In 1640, the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt, theu 
general of the gallies, cut out six Barbary rovers from 
the harbour of Goletta ; and four years afbennwedsy 
three gallies, commanded by the knight de Piaocoiirt, 
performed a still more memorable achievement, by 
capturing, after a sanguinary conflict of seven hourty 
a large and formidably equipped Turkic galleon* 
Nine kni^ts fell in this engagement, among whom 
were the Chevaliers de Piancourt and Boisbaudran* 
Two brave young no\dces, Robert and Nicholas de 
Boufflers, were also among the slain. The Turks, on 
their part, lost six hundred men ; and among the cap- 
tives was a Sultana, from the Sultan's own harem, 
who was bound on a pilgrimage to Mecca, accom- 
panied by her infant son, reputed to be a prince of 
the imperial line. This boy was brought up a Chris-* 
tian, and afterwards became a monk of the Order of 
Saint Dominick, in which he was known by the 
name of Father Ottoman. 

The capture of this galleon threatened for a time 
to bring a serious reprisal on the Maltese territory* 
The Sultan Ibrahim, furious at his loss, formally de« 
clared war against the Order ; and the Grandmaster 
found it necessary to implore succours from all quar* 
ters, so as to enable him to make ample preparation 
to repel the threatened invasion* Chivalry no long- 
er monopolized the admiration of the Lords of the 
West ; yet, as a proof that it had still a £ew enthusi-* 
astic votaries, it may be mentioned, that on this oc- 
casion Louis, CounXl)^Ar^^oXk)^^t«>vi<t^xtf:^<^\c^^ 
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raised two thomand of his TassBls^ oofly accoiBpaiued 
by ft knightly retinue of kinsmen aild ftiendsy rejMubS 
to Malta to offer his services, together with an abun- 
dant snpply of provisions and munitions of war, to the 
Grandmaster. Happily, however, the Sultan was in- 
duced to abandon his contemplated descent^ and 
turn his arms against Candia ; and lyArpajon, to^ 
gether with the brothers Giles and John Francis 
de Fay, Counts de Maulevrier, high-bom Norman 
gentlemen, and a Neapolitan lord, who had all been 
equaUy forward to take up arms in defence of the 
biuiner of Saint John, were dismissed with various 
honorary privileges, one of which was permission 
to wear the golden cross of the Order. 

Notwithstanding^ the rigour with which the repub- 
lic of Venice had several times treated the Order, by 
sequestrating its possessions on what the 'knights 
considered frivolous pretences, the &ct of Candia 
being attacked no sooner became known to the 
Grandmaster, than he despatched the Maltese squa- 
dron to its relief; and during the time the fate of 
that island remained undetermined, the gallies con<« 
stuitly contributed more or less to its defence. This 
service, however, the Candiotes were fidly entitled 
to^ as the Sidtan had been provoked to invade the 
island chiefly on account of the Venetian authori- 
ties having given shelter to- the Maltese squadron 
after the capture of the galleon. To a maritime 
stale 'like Venice, jealous of its commercial privi- 
leges, and proud of its supremacy at sea, the knights, 
better dulled in warlike enterprises than in nice 
international distinctions, doubtless ofUn gave le^ 
gitimate cause of oflence ; and when it is consider- 
ed that they were bound, by their vows, to pass their 
lives struggling for the exaltation of the Ctom^ «ev\ 
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thtip where the battle-shafts flew thickest, there' the; 
were likeliest to meet with spoil, it does notbeoom 
even their most partial amialists to ascribe their da 
crity in this instance to ao extraordinarity magnani 
mous impulse. One of the most memorable actios 
they peitormed in the war, was at the siege of Can 
dis in 1650. * That city being closely pressed b; 
Hussein Pasha, at the head of a formidable army 
Balbiano, Admiral of the Maltese gallies, threw him 
self into the place, along with sixty knights and n 
hundred men, and undertook to defend Fort Mj> 
tiningo, a post of great danger. The Turks havinj 
established ih&nsehea in a demi-Iune at the bastio] 
of Bethlem, Balbiano volunteered to the Venetiai 
general to recover the work ; and his offer bein| 
gratefully accepted, he entered it, sword in hand, at thi 
head of thirty knights, and one hundred of his braves 
marines. It was at night that this small but reso- 
lute band made the assault. Shrouded in darkness 
they silently mounted the ravelin ; and the Turk 
who occupied it, taken by surprise, were either cu 
down before they could grasp their weapons, or ela 
driven headlong over the parapet, and forced to aban 
don the post to its fate. Next day, however, a min< 
was sprung under it with such fatal effect, that se 
veral knights were destroyed. The Chevalier d< 
Sales, nephew of the famous Saint, Francis de Sales 
Bishop of Geneva, was one of those who were blowi 
up. Falling back into the mine, he was buried to tb 
waist in its ruins. Notwithstanding this disaster, th< 
survivers retained possession of the post ; and by om 
means or other, the besiegers were kept at bay fa 
a considerable time, and finally repulsed. Sevei 

tot and Boisgelin say 1649. 
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yearcT afterwards (1657), the Maltese squadron, com- 
bined with that of Venice, gained a signal victory 
over the Turkish fleet at the Dardanelles, which the 
Venetian admiral chiefly attributed to the excellent 
seamanship and valour of his allies. 

While the flag of Saint John was thus upholding 
its ancient glory in the Eastern sea, Lascaris the 
Grandmaster was harassed by various domestic cares, 
inseparable from the supreme office. The chief of 
these arose from the overweening insolence, of the 
Pope^ Urban the Eighth, and his minions, the In- 
quisitor and Bishop ; and from the refusal of the 
Viceroy of Sicily to allow the exportation of the ne- 
cessary supplies of com to Malta. The Grandmas- 
ter succeeded in a great measure in checking the ar- 
rogance of the inferior ecclesiastical functionaries ; 
but he was so fisur won upon by the Ponti£P indivi- 
dually, that he consented to violate one of the most 
sacred statutes of the Order, by sending the Maltese 
gallies to co-operate with the forces of the Church, 
against certain Italian princes who had entered into 
a league for the purpose of humbling his Holiness. 
This indiscreet and highly culpable act brought the 
Order under the ban of the allied sovereigns, who se- 
questrated its domains in their respective states ; and 
it cost Lascaris much difficult negotiation to obtain 
a reversal of these attainders. On a point of minor 
importance, the Grandmaster showed much more* 
scrupulosity — a proof that trifles sometimes exercise 
a greater influence over the minds of men than mat- 
ters involving a great principle. This was in refus- 
ing the grand cross of the Order to the son of the 
King of Tunis, a MoiMish prince, who had been con- 
verted to the Christian &ith — ^though the application 

VOL. II. a 
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in his bdialf was backed by the Pontiff, ai 
influence of the court of Spain. 
; In 1650, the foundation of a library for i 
fit of the. Order was laid at Malta ; and a 
passed, that the books of the knights shoul 
sold after their death like their other effc^ 
warded as public property to the convei 
years afterwards, the Grandmaster made a i 
novel addition to the possessions of the Ord 
attention of the civilized world was at that 
tensely directed towards the Western hemispl 
tjirough the agency of the Chevalier de Poii 
mandant of Samt Christopher s in theWest In 
acted as representative of a cc^pany of Frc 
chants who held large grants there under tl 
crown, Lascariswas induced to make a pure 
only of that island, but of the neighbourin 
of Saint Bartholomew, Saint Martin, and Sai 
to which he would have added Guadaloupe ; 
tinico, had it been practicable. The lee- 
these possessions, with all the plantations, s 
stores upon them, was purchased for about 
sand pounds sterling ; * but tbe GrandmasI 
ed besides to liquidate the debts due by t 
proprietors to the inhabitants. The transa^ct 
ever, completely disappointed his expectati 
on the death of De Poincy, it was discov 
he had, from selfish motives, betrayed the < 
to a most unprofitable speculation. Twc 
afterwards, in the Grandmastership of Nid: 
toner, these transatlantic dependencies we 
to other French merchants ; and such is thi 
lous change which industry and commerc 
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{nise can produce, that, little more than a century 
fidbaequent to the date of these transferences, English 
proprietors were to be found in the same islands, 
who, from one yearns revenue of a single plantation, 
eould have paid the whole purchase-nioney which 
the Maltese knights had given for them. 

Several incidents, military and domestic, of a 
less important complexion, which occurred in the 
Grandmastership of Lascaris, are purposely passed 
oirer as inconsequent to a narrative professing only 
to embrace the nobler achievements of the Order. 
Lascaris died in 1657 ; and the Inquisitor, fortified 
by a Papal brief framed to regulate the succession, 
fbrmally interdicted the election of the Bailiff Martin 
de Redin, one of the candidates to the vacant digni- 
ty, diarging him at the same time with simony and 
immorality. Faction ran high in the convent ; but 
Redin's partisans, piqued at the restriction attempted 
to^ imposed upon them, supported him so staunchly, 
that he was declared duly elected. The Inquisitor 
carried a protest against his election to Rome ; but 
the Pope, considering it impolitic to display di- 
rect hostility towards a knight who enjoyed the 
special favour of the court of Spain, not only ac- 
Jbiowledged him as regulaily chosen, but compelled 
the appellant to be the herald of his own discoin- 
fitnre. There b ample room for suspicion, how- 
ever, that the charge of simony was not whoUy 
gromidless ; for the Grandmaster showed his grati- 
tude to his Holiness, by conferring a rich command- 
ety, and a diamond cross valued at twelve hundred 
crowns, on the Prior de Bichi, the prelate's &vourite 
nephew; and various other commanderies were subse- 
quently bestowed on other members of the Pontiff's 
nmily, in gioas violation of the statuiu^^ di xSq^l ^^« 
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der, and to the unqoaHfied disgust of aH die impregiiK' 
diced members. It is more pamfbl to the conscieiii- 
tious amialisfc to record these mean infracticms olhow- 
est principH than to dsonicle ^reat crimes. 

Kedin died in 1660 — ^leaymg behind him no 
honourable monument of his reign, ssre a ciiam of 
watch-towers with whioh he had £^iced te coast. 
He was saoceeded by Annet de C^mnont de.Chattes 
Gessan, who survived his election only three moa^ 
-—the opening of a severe wound wbidi be had le* 
ceived at Ae taking of Mahometa in Baibaiy, hur- 
rying him suddenly to the grave. Ri^hael Cotonsr, 
a Spanish knight, was next advanced to the su- 
preme dignity ; and, shortly after his election, the 
gallies of the Order, combined witii powerful suc- 
cours from Louis the Fourteenth ot Finance, tbe 
Pope, and the Duke of Savoy, again sailed to aid 
the Venetians in the defence of Candia* A GrenoeiBe 
squadron would have joined the arm a ment, had not 
the ancient pride and rivalry that subsisted between 
the two republics thrown obstacles in the way, and 
induced the Venetians to r^ect the succour, bj 
which, had it been frankly accepted, the isfatnd 
would in all probability have been saved. 

The Chiistian leaders, the chief of whom was a 
prince of the house of D*£ste, who commanded ^ 
French troops, with the Maltese knight de Gremon- 
ville for his lieutenant, first thought of making an effi)it 
to recover the town of Canea ; but their fr>roe being 
too small to besiege it in form, they directed ^leir 
operaticms against some Turkic £arts in the neigh- 
bourhood of Suda. Several of them were taken by 
storm, partly through the bravery of the Maltese 
battalion ; but the campaign terminated vnthoot ei- 
ther side gaimng an^ decisive advanti^ Tbe Se« 
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Bote of Venice manifested its consideration for the 
services of the Order, by passing a decree that the 
knights should be permitted to appear armed in every 
place within the territories of the Republic — a privi- 
lege withheld even from its own subjects. 

A malignant fever, which scourged the whole of 
Malta, cut short the life of the Grandmaster, Raphael 
Cotoner, in 1663. His prudence, piety, and mu- 
Hificence, had won him the admiration and a£Pection 
of the whole convent ; and, by the imanimous voice 
6f the Chapter, his brother, Nicholas Cotoner, a 
knight equdly distinguished for the qualities that 
constitute a great commander, was elected his suc- 
cessor — ^being the only instance, save that of the 
Villarets, of two brothers having successively enjoy- 
^ the Grandmastership. This knight had scarce- 
ly entered on the duties of his high office, when 
he was invited by Louis the Foinrteenth to engage 
in a new enterprise against the piratical States on 
the Barbary coast. That puissant monarch, firetted 
by the constant depredations committed on his com- 
merce by the African corsairs, resolved to repress 
their kisolence, by establishing a colony in the heart 
of their territories ; and the Knights of Malta were 
entreated to aid him in the undertaking. The Mal- 
tese squadron, accordingly, joined a French armament 
under the Duke de Beaufort at Port Mahon, firom 
whence the whole expedition set sail for the African 
shore (1664). The site which the French monarch 
liad pitched upon for his chief position in the hos- 
tile country, was the village of Gigeri, a place be- 
tween Algiers and Bugia, exactly fifteen leagues from 
each. It lay close to the sea ; and, in its immediate 
vicinity stood an old castle, situated on the top of an 
almost inaccosaible rooai^ain« TVvb C\)insioss& ^bar 
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embaiked without oppolsitioii ;' but no sooner did: 
the Moon discov)^ that - th^ were bent on coih, 
stracting decisive works, than they made several 
bold attempts to dislodge them ; aAd, - after-, som^ 
sharp fightuig, Gompellea^e troops to settitm ob 
shipboard, with the loss,' in killed and prisoners^ ofi 
four hundred men. The unsuccessful result o£ this 
expedition was rendered the more gallkigto Loiui^ 
by the loss of one of the ships of war whidi made 
part of it, with several troops of horse on board* Afi 
' to his knightly allies, they soon lost the recolkcttoa 
of the share diey had in his disappointm^it, in the 
achievement of firesh triumphs. In the foUowing 
year (1665), the knights, Crainville and Tremip 
court, two devoted friends, the one eomoiiaiiding a 
forty gun ship, the other a frigate of twenty-two 
guns, encountered in the Channel of Samo% a Tvak^ 
ish caravan, or convoy, consisting <^ tw ships and 
twelve saicks, on the voyage from Alexsndria to Con- 
stantinople. Notwith^^mding the great disparity of 
force, the two knights intrepidly bore down into the 
midst of the enemy, captured four of the richest ves- 
sels, and either sunk or dispersed the rest.' About 
the same time, tlie knight D'Hocquincoujt, wtvik 
moored off Dolphin Island, was suddenly beset by 
a fleet of Turkish gallies, carrying troops to CaiH 
dia, part of whom were promptly disembarked, and 
assailed him with musketry from the shore, virhile the 
flotilla opened a cannonade from the sea. Having 
crippled the Maltese vessel by their fire, the Infidels 
attempted to cany her by boarding, but were reqpeat* 
edly repulsed. Hocquincourt fought like a lion^ at 
the head of his crew ; and the Turkish leader, en* 
raged at his obstinacy, ordered a dear passage to be 
made for his own galley, and his rowers vigorously 
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plying their oars, rati her fiercely >against the Maltese 
ship. This manoeuvre enabled Hocquincourt to take 
advantage of a breeze which had just sprung up, and 
clear the land, leaving behind him sanguinary evi- 
dence of his bravery in almost every Tmrkish galley. 
He himself carried away with him an |honourable 
wound, and forty of his men were slain. * This il- 
lustrious knight did not long survive this gallant ac- 
tion. Shortly afterwards, his ship was cast away in 
a gale, on a rock near the island of Scarpanto ; and 
he perished in the wreck, along veith the knight De 
Grilles, his friend, and one hundred and seventy 
mariners. Equally disastrous was the fate of the 
elder Tremicourt, brother of the knight of the same 
name recently mentioned, who, having attacked two 
rich Turkish merchantmen off the coast of Egypt, 
was mortally wounded in the head by a musket-shot 
on his own deck, and lived only long enough to hear 
that his comrades were victorious. His brother, 
fiDed with grief at his &te, seemed afterwards to have 
no object in life but to avenge it. But while on a 
successful cruise, his vessel was hurled by a tempest 
on the African coast, when he unhappily fell into 
the hands of the Moors, who, proud of having cap* 
tured so redoubted a commander, forwarded him to 
the Sultan at Adrianople. Mohanuned the Fourth, 
who then occupied the Ottoman throne, was so cap* 
tivated by his noble presence and bearing, his youw, 
lor he was only twenty-two years of age, and ^e 
fiune of his exploits, that he spared no persuasions 
to induce him to become an apostate, and enter his 
service. He even tempted him with the offer of the 
band of a princess c^ the imperial line, and the rank 

• RycMit. 
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of Capitan PuIir ; and when he found peaRBOoion 6i 
no HEVBily liad leeoune to menaces and toitons* But 
die fortitude of the Chriitiwn km^ was acpaUy 
proof ittainst tenytation and crodty ; and ha por- 
diased tiie crown of martyrdom, as nofaiy as ever had 
done any o( his canfoses, viien- their seal bmned 
the fariffntest in the oUen time. ■ Mntikted in eivy 
kmbyhis head was at lei^|th stntdL n£^ and the bleed- 
ing tnmk cast into the Maritza, as miworthy of a 
grove. 

In 1667, the Tuiks made another deqiefate ef- 
fort to bring the war in Candia to a condnsion. 
The Grand Vizier Achmet r^iaired in person to the 
island, at the head of a large body of firedb troopi^ 
and laid si^ to the capital, which had long m* 
fied every attempt to take it. The Vaiedans, on 
theirpart, again appealed to several Chiiatian pnnoes 
&r aid ; and a Maltese armament, which vas soon 
after followed by powerfol succours fiom France, 
Germany, and the Papal States, was accordin^y 
despatched to their assistance. A disrate as to pre- 
cedence arising between the knights and the Vene- 
tians, the Maltese squadron stood homeward again 
without firing a gun. ^ Two years afterwards, how- 
ever, the knights again unfurled their banner on the 
Candian coast ; and, about the same time, there came 
from Germany a company of one hundred and fifty 
chosen and well-armed soldiers, fomished by the 
Teutonic knights, who once more appeared in the 
front of battle, side by side, widi their ancient ri- 
vals in renown, the chevaliers of Saint John. The 
Maltese battalion employed in Catidia at this time, 
numbered four hundred men, and it suffered so 

• RTowt. 
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tereifiiy in the memorable defence of the capi- 
taly where it bad a very perilous post to defend, 
that its commander, the loiight Hector de Fay la 
Tour Maubouig, aeeing the desperate situation of 
a£&ii8y conceived himself justified in directing his at- 
tention solely to the safety of the remnant. He did 
not re*embark, however, till the French, and many of 
the German auxiliaries, had also abandoned the de- 
voted city, and till every hope of longer maintaining 
it was extinguished, and it had become one vast and 
pestilent ^ve. The departure of this small but 
valiant band of knights led to an immediate capitu- 
lation (1669) ; and thus, after a war of unexampl- 
ed ferocity, which lasted twenty-five years, and in 
mhidi many illustrious commanders from various 
countries ol Christendom perished, did one of the 
most impregnable fortresses in the world, and the 
whole island in which it was situated, pass into the 
hands of the conquering Ottoman. Had not other 
quarrels conspired to distract the Sidtan's attention, 
and divide his army for the greater part of that time, 
not even the generous valour which animated the 
many gallant adventurers who fought in behalf of 
llie R^ubUc could have saved Candia from an ear- 
laa &te. The details of the siege of the capital are 
io a great measure foreign to this narrative, other- 
wise they woidd form a striking parallel to the sieges 
of Rhodes and Malta. A more resolute resistance^ 
or a series of more heroic deeds, the historian has 
Hirely chronicled. * 

* Sir Pftiil Rycaut states, in Kis continuation of Knc^fea' 
Xaridah History, that a Captain Soot, a native of Scotland, 
was taken prisoner by the Turks in this war, and ransomed by 
the English factory at Smyrna. The same liistorian also men- 
tions with honour an English captain, called Anand. A part 
Of ^ fbrtiftcatiMM of CanAia wis styled ike Scottish Fort. 
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The capitulitioii of Candia led to a pennanenk 
treaty of peace between Turkejr toad tke Venetiaa' 
republici Thift event gave the Gnndmaster codsm 
denble uneasineas ; for, cooacioas how indeiatigBbly 
he had laboured to Gurcumvent the Tuik m aa hw 
projects £oT the subjugation of die island, and hew 
incessantly he had harassed his coasts with hostile 
inroads, he fek the greatest i^rehension that^ 
next exploit of the Ottoman aims would be an at» 
iaik. on Malta. To bafflle such an attempt, he in* 
i^ted an eminent Italian engineer, named Valp^gay 
to visit the island ; and, ui^er his snperintendanoe^ 
an endosure called the Cotoner was added to the- 
fortifications (1670). This immense work v?a8 lit* 
tie short of three miles in lengthy and consisted of 
nine bastions and two demi4Mistion8, connecting the 
Isle de la San^e with the Bourg, and embncing all 
the heights which commanded the ancient defences 
of both places ; while the area within was sufficient* 
ly extensive to contain the whole population of the 
island, with their cattle and effects. The Grand* 
master was generally blamed for the magnitude of 
the undertaking, as incompatible with the means of 
the Order ; but he boldly commenced the work, and 
continued to carry it on unintermittingly for ten 
years. At the end of that period, the total exhaus- 
tion of the treasury occasioned it to be discontinued; 
and thirty years elapsed before any further measures 
were adopted for its completion. Additions were 
also made to La Floriana, an advanced work com- 
menced in the grandmastership of Lascaris, for the 
defence of Valetta ; and a new fort, called Ricasoli, 
was erected on the headland which commanded the 
entrance of the grand port. At the same time, a 
iazarettOy which has ever since retained a hi^ repu- 
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tation, was built on the island in Port Musceit. 
This institution, however, did not preserve the isl* 
and from a visitation from the plague, a few years 
afterwards, which swept off thousands, and almost 
unmanned the gallies. 

The suppression of the Order in England, in the 
re^ of Henry the Eighth, has been mentioned in 
its proper plac«b From that time forward, the in*^ 
teicourse between the convent and that country suf* 
f<^red a permanent interruption, and the knights 
could 'Scarcely be expected to entertain any friend* 
ship towards a nation which had treated them with 
a&nxity and injustice ; yet, in 1675, when Charles 
the Second declared war against Tripoli, and sent 
an expedition to chastise that piratical state for a 
succession of depredations on his commerce, the 
ports of Malta were thrown open for the reception 
of his fleet, and supplies of all kinds were promptly 
t^idered. The English monarch afterwards gratefrdly. 
admowledged this hospitaUty. 
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Mxptdilion ta Ific Morca — Embassg fmm Hmsla — Tlufil 
iiJli-Btions nf Malta grnllly ttretgtkcjHd — Rfroll of i^ 
diaa — Ij/uMe rabiernie«iaf uf tilt Ordrr — The Mi^ta 
GuUitt — GrandntoitKriltip of Uf Rohan — Eurl/tqiiaAe i 
Sicily — SJiieta of the French Sei'alntion — Ropacitg t, 
tkt rUptUican Gaivmiieat—Munifiemci of the Bunia 
Car. 

The GrandmasKr Nicholas Cotoner, died in 1S80 
and was suroeeded by Gregory Carada, a Nc>po 
litan — the only Itahan knight who bad be«i ek^ei 
to the supreme disnity for one hundred and twenty 
eight years. In the course of the nine years durin) 
which he held the reins of government, the flag o 
Saint John waa repeatedly triumphant on the Tuii 
ish coast. Austria and Turkey were at that dim 
engaged in a sanguinary and desperate conflict, nhiel 
had led to the invasion of the Imperial territories 
and the investment of Vienna itself, by a formidaU' 
Turkish army. With ^e aid, however, of the illos 
trious John Sobieski, the hero of Poland, the Infi 
dels were repulsed Irom its gates with prodigiou 
slaughter, which encouraged several Christian state 
to confederate, for the purpose of carrying the «a 
direct into the Ottoman territories (1684). Th' 
Maltese knights, the Pope, and the Venetian^ vm 
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parties to this league ; and their rei^ctive squadrons 
sK>on spread consternation along the shores of Bar«> 
bary and the Morea. Prevesa and the island of 
Santa Maura were taken by the knights ; and the 
combined fleets afterwards attacked Coron, and 
carried it after a stout resistance. Old and New 
Navarino, Modon, and Napoli de Romania, were 
successively besieged and taken ; but the last named 
place did not open its gates till after it had been be^ 
si^ed a whole month. The Seraskier made re- 
pestited attempts to relieve it, but was thrice routed 
under its waUs. Nineteen knights, and a great num- 
ber of Maltese soldiers, peridbed in these combatsi 
In 1687, the confederates made a descent on the 
Dalmatian coast, and took Castel Nuovo, a position 
which gave to Venice the command of the commerce 
of the Adriatic. In this service the Maltese knights 
deported themselves so gallantly* that the Pope, In* 
nocent the Eleventh, publicly congratukted the 
Grandmaster on their conduct. These trium]^is, 
however, were counterbalanced by a bloody check 
which they sustained, in common with their alEes, be- 
fore the fortress of Negropont, in 1689. Twenty- 
nine of the bravest knights fell there in an imsucces- 
fol assault ; and the Grandmaster was so deeply af- 
flicted by their loss, that distress of mind, combin- 
ed with severe bodily aihnents, hurried him to the 
tomb (1690). 

Caniffa was succeeded by Adrian de Vignacourt, 
a kinsman of that Alof de Vignacourt, who, neariy 
a century before, had enjoyed the same dignity, with 
so much honour to hipnself and glory to the Order. 
The sanguinary conflicts in which the Order had 
been engaged under his predecessor, had swept off a 
large portion oi the male popxiiadou o^ xbib >^kS5!L^> 
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whidiiWttiBy iP'i'4Jiiwnj[iiPic^ fiDKn iwiut wnows'sdn 
ct^bsoSf wbo had to sii£P(n' the mismeif of destitu- 
tion in addkion to their iireparabie loe&r Thnni^ 
the inatrumentaHty of the Grrandmaster, a fitnd im 
subscribed for their eappart — ah inddeht more ho- 
nourable to his memory than if he had died the'v&- 
ior of an hundred finite* 

In 1692, the A^dteae sqoadrcmy in combination 
ivith the Papal gallies and a Venetian annaaieiit, 
made a descent on Candia, and laid si^e to the im- 
portant fbrtress of Canea; but at the end of twenty 
Wda^ the besiegm were forced to abnidon ^ 
enterprise and the idbid* Inthefi>IIdwingyear(ll(b 
January 1693), Malta was shaken by an otrthquakfi^ 
the oscillations of whidi continued with more or leiaii 
violence for three days, and laid several buildings in 
ruiniB. The same imocks were feh in Sidlj with 
still greater violence, and the town of Augusta was 
almost wholly destroyed. No sooner waa intima- 
tion of this disaster received at Malta, than a squa- 
dron was despatched with supplies to the houseless 
inhabitants — a proof that the spirit of benevolence 
and mei^ still had its residence in the convent, and 
that the title of Hospitaller was not yet become aa 
unmerited designation. 

Adrian de Yignacourt died in 1697, and Ray- 
mond Perellos de Roccaful^ an Arragonian knight, 
was elected Grandmaster in his stead. In' the se- 
cond year of his administration, the Order was gra- 
tified- by friendly overtures from Peter the first. Em- 
peror of Russia, tendered through the medium of an 
ambassador, who visited the island in a style of prince- 
ly magnificence, and was received with marked dis- 
tinction by the convent. This Boyard was nanwii 
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Kceiemetz ; * and in a Latin harangue addreased 
ip the Grandmaster and the knights, descrihed him- 
nelf as arrived firom the hyperborean pole, to pay 
homage to the heroes of the church-militant — ^e Mal- 
tese knights. The acute mind of Peter had discover- 
ed the poHcy of forming a firiendly alliance with a fra- 
ternity, which, for five centuries, had been in a state 
of constant warfiure with the Turks — ^his hereditary 
adversaries ; and he hoped, by this mission, to lay the 
Coundadon of an intercourse which should render 
the knights his staunch auxiliaries, whenever he and 
die Sultan were at variance. There is even room 
&>r suspicion that he contemplated a league with the 
kni^ts, as likely to secure him a stron^old in the 
Mediterranean ; and that, blended with the admira- 
tion of their renown, which he could not fail to en- 
tertain, was a deep and mighty scheme of self-aggran- 
dizement. Be this as it may, the knights felt ex- 
ceedingly flattered by his condescension. His envoy 
was loaded with honours while he remained on the 
idand.; and when he quitted it, his departure was 
celebrated with all the pomp and circumstance be- 
coming the fereweU of the accredited-messenger of a 
puissant prmce. 

The Grandmastership of FereHos, like that of se- 
veral of his immediate predecessors, was disturbed 
by. the &ctious intrigues o£ the ambitious church* 
men, who, as inquisitors, found means to establish 
themselves within his territories. They bore with 
impatience the supremacy of the knights, and spared 
neither the arts of perfidy, nor of superstition, U> 

* Voltaire calls him Sheremeto. In his credentials, as print- 
ed in the Codex IMphm, of Sebastian Paolo, he is named aa. 
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achieve their ends. The arrc^aiice of the Grand Li- 
quisitoT Dclci at length became su intolerable, that,, 
finijing his auclwrtty oiieiily contemned oudusuiped,, 
(be Gruidiaaiiter appealed to the Pope, and the de-. 
cision of his Holiness restored something like trau-; 
goillity ; but the presumptuous pricEt was permitted 
tocBcape unpuiiiiiied. During the twenty-two jears 
Perellog remaieed in power, tiu event of great his-i 
toric importance was recorded in the archives of the. 
Order. No yeai passed, it is true, without being 
marked by sonie naval triumph ; but these were prin- 
cipally conflicts between single ships ; and, tttougd' 
highly honoutable to the Mdtese Sag, and ditiastrons 
to its enemies, were not of the. bamc significance 
iia ihoKe grand combats and expeditiona in n^idl 
whole fleets had been engaged. But though the 
flag of Saint John was aknoat invariably victorious, 
k conld not in every instance command Ibrtune.' 
On one oecasion, the Bailiff Ue S^iinola, general of 
the gullies, a veteran knight, after seeing his brother 
mortally wounded at liis side, was run foul of by a. 
Turkic vessel with which he had engaged, when 
his galley sustained such injury, that she was cast 
sway in a fierce gale which unluckily spnma i^*t 
the moment. Spinola himself was Ewed tnrou^ 
the intiepidi^ of the commander de Jaron, captam 
of another guley ; but bis brave dehverer, along with 
three knights and seventy of hia crew, onfottsnatelji 
perilled. * 

* Tnlot and Boisgclin difier in regard to tlus dniMer 
The fennn myt. thU it was Jnon'i giUey diat wa cast owir 
aad that he wai dTown«l ; the latur, tliat it vu, the Admi- 
ral who waa wredwd, and tWsS kn^la and&OOmai p«iili- 
ed in the battle and in the itoim. together, I hnc fciOavid 
Venot, asGu- as reapacta the death of Javon, and the extent, af 
ehediaisleT, S 
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, For nearly a oentuiy, the Maltese navy had been 
dadinittg in magnitude ; and anxious to restore it to 
if» fbnner strei^th, the Grandmaster Perellos sue- 
omfiiUy exerted himself to provide a squadron of 
dadoed war-ships, of a size great^ superior to the 
oUiaSji the command of which was given to the 
Ghevalier de Saint Pierre^ a gallant Norman knight. * 
This squadron afterwards emulated that of the gal- 
Uta in the wake of glory ; and in 1710^ its comman- 
diar, the Chevalier de Luigon, &11 in the arms of vic- 
toi7» a;fter having gallanSy de&ated the admiral of 
iwkss. 

Tlie Grandmaster Perellos died in 1720, leaving be- 
Und him various useful public works as monuments of 
Ida tranquil and honourable reign. He was succeed* 
d fay Mark Anthony Zondodari, a Siennese knight 
of i&is^ous birth, and in every respect worthy of 
the supreme dignity, which he assumed amid the 
acclamarions of the whole convent. Two large cor-* 
aaiis were brought into the port as prizes in the 
iQidst of the rejoicings that followed his election ; 
aofl the lu^y omen was soon after strengthened by 
the capture of an A]gerine ship of war, carrying 
eifbty guns and five hundred men. But Zondo* 
dixi did not long enjoy a station which he was so 
vd qualified to adorn. He was cut off by gangrene 
in the third year of his Grandmastership ; and An* 
thoay Manuel de Villena, a Portugese knight of the 
language of Castile, was elected in his stead (1722). 
Villena came into office under drcumstanoes 
SQarcely less auspcious than his immediate predeoes- 

* He was brother of the celebrated Abb^ de Saint Vkm, 
and anthor of Xe project four extirper Us Corsairet de Bof^ 
harie, pabfished akm^ vnib. that an^or** works. 
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sor. He had filled various subordinate posts mdt 
honour, and had repeatedly proved his valour, and 
died his blood in upholding the flag of the Order. 
During the Grandmastership of Perellos, the con- 
vent had, more than once, been alarmed by a lepoit 
that an immense armament was equipping at Con* 
stantinople, for the purpose of making an attack 
on Malta ; and both lliat Grandmaster, and his suo- 
cessor Zondodari, had strengthened the weaktt parts 
of the fortifications, to guard against the threaten- 
ed descent. Yillena, forewarned by a repetition 
of the rumour, adopted similar precautions. At his 
suggestion, a considerable fort was erected on the 
little islet of Marza Musceit, which the Turks had 
found a most advantageous position at the time of 
the great siege, while a magnificent series of works 
was added to the landward defences of the new city. 
The fort in Port Musceit is still called Fort Manuel, 
in honour of its founder ; for, like most of his pre- 
decessors, Villena could not resist the desire of se- 
curing historical immortality by means of stone and 
mortar ; but, though one of his names was also be- 
stowed on the other superb bulwarks which rose up 
under his superintendence, that of the engineer who 
planned them speedily superseded it, and the whole 
enclosure is now known only as the Floriana. The 
good effects of these precautions were soon obvious ; 
for a Turkish fleet of ten ships, which appeared off 
the port, was so intimidated by the impregnable as- 
pect of the whole island, that, after firing a few guns, 
and indulging in some empty gasconade, its com- 
mander held it prudent to abandon the enterprise. 
This bravado led to a correspondence between the 
Grandmaster and the Marquis de Bonnac, the French 
ambassador at the Potle, yiV\Qfei\ytQ\x^\. Qiii^\i«gp* 
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Ciation that ultimately ended in a fonnal truce be- 
tween the Sultan and the Order (1723). The prin- 
cipal stipulations of the treaty were, that the slaves 
on both sides should be exchanged — that the truce 
should last twenty years — that the piratical States of 
Barbary should not be included in it — ^that the Mal- 
tese should enjoy the same privileges as the French 
in the Sultan's dominions-^and that the treaty should 
be null the nroment any Christian potentate went to 
war with him. The knights defended this arrange- 
ment, on the argument, that it would enable them the 
better to suppress the corsairs who swarmed on the 
African coast ; but, though the treaty was popular 
at Constantinople, the machinations of several of the 
principal officers of the Turkish navy, rendered it 
Toid, and it never was ratified. 

The Grandmaster died in 1736, and was succeed- 
ed by Raymond Despuig, a Majorcan knight, whose 
short reign of little more than four years, embraced 
no event worthy of being chronicled. Emanuel 
Pinto de Fonseca, his successor, was descended from 
one of the most illustrious families in Portugal ; and, 
though his Grandmastership was distinguished by no 
memorable military exploits, the annals of the Order, 
nevertheless^ describe it as long, prosperous, and 
glorious. By the Maltese, he was regarded as a 
wise and beneficent prince ; and such was the esti- 
mation in which he was held by foreign states, that 
the Genoese, finding the island of Corsica a trouble- 
some appanage, in consequence of the inhabitants 
pertinaciously refusing . to submit to their laws, con- 
templated at one time eeding it to the Order. 
France, however, had long cherished the project of 
imiting Corsica to her dominions ; and the machina- 
tions of her statesmen, conpia«d ^\v ^^pradsiK^v^ 
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considerafcions on the part of the knights^ who finre* 
saw that such an acquisition would rather weaken 
than strengthen their influence, and inevitably em- 
broil them in Einropean politics, prevented the com- 
pletion of any such arrangement. 

But, though venerated both at home and abroad, 
Pinto, like all his predecessors, had his own shaze 
of public cares to harass him ; and, strange to say, 
they originated in that very amenity of disposition 
i^ch made his subjects bless his yoke. The mild- 
ness of his government extended even to the Mo- 
hammedan slaves, whom the Order held in bondage, 
and who amounted to about four thousand. Of 
these, only a very small number were subjected to 
oonfinement. By £ir the greater portion enjoyed al- 
most perfect liberty, and were received as confiden- 
tial domestics into the households of the knights, the 
Grandmaster not excepted, who treated them with 
the greatest indulgence, and generally found them 
serviceable and &ithfuL But slavery is abhorrent to 
the nature of man ; and the bondsman, though the 
chain that fetters him may be almost invisible, longs 
not the less ardently to burst it asunder. It happen- 
ed that a Turkish galley was brought into Malta by 
the Christian slaves who manned her, who had risen 
upon their Moslem officers while at sea, and subverted 
their authority. Among the Turks thus captured 
was the Pasha of Rhodes, a man of great influence 
in his own country ; and the Grandmaster, anxious 
to propitiate the French, who were on friendly terms 
with the Sultan, immediately consigned this distin- 
guished prisoner to the French minister at his court. 
This ensured the Pasha the treatment befitting a msn 
of his high station. He was lodged in a palace situated 
in a beautiful garden in the Floriana — hii domesttcs 



SIXTY-SIXTH GRANDMASTER. 283 

were restored to him — a princely allowance was made 
to liquidate his expenses— and, as a proof of gene- 
rous confidence, he was permitted to receive the ho- 
mage of the Turkish slaves. Among these was a 
n^o — the very man whose treachery had reduced 
the Pasha to a state of bondage. This wretch, con- 
ceiving himself indifferently rewarded for his former 
treason, and stimulated by that love of desperate em- 
prise, which either leads to the highest dignities, or 
to a dishonoured grave, formed the daring project of 
subverting the government of the knights, and of ren- 
dering the Sultan forever his debtor, by putting him 
in possession of Malta. The Pasha eagerly agreed 
to promote the scheme, and, assisted by one or two 
active auxiliaries, gradually concocted a most for- 
midable conspiracy ; and that, too, in so secret a 
manner, that no Christian on the island had even a 
suspicion of its existence. The conspirators fixed 
on the festival of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, as the 
fittest time to carry their designs into execution. On 
that day, it was customary for the population of Va- 
letta to repair in crowds to the Cite Notable; and 
it was arranged, that, at the hour of the siesta^ when 
«H who remained within the wails were likely to be 
overcome with heat and sleep, the principal posts 
should be stormed, and a massacre commenced. A 
slave, who held a confidential situation near the 
Grandmaster's person, was instructed to enter Pin- 
to's chamber, decapitate him in his slumber, and then 
instantly exhibit the bleeding head in the grand bal- 
cony of the palace, as a signal for the slaves of the 
other knights to follow his example. The leaders of 
^e insurrection felt secure, that, in the midst of tho 
panic which these murders would inevitably create, 
tfafy would carry the gsteS| the arsenal, the cavaHerSy 
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and Fort St Elmo ; and, once in possession of theses 
they did not despair of holding out till a fleet from 
Barbary, which they knew to be at sea, and aware 
of their project, should appear off the harbour. This 
deep-laid plot was discovered just in time to preveiA 
its explosion. In a moment of ungovernable pas- 
sion, aggravated by the fumes of wine and opium, 
the negro quarrelled with a young Persian, a soldier 
in the Grandmaster s guard, who was [in his confi- 
dence, and attempted to poniard him ; but the youth 
£>rtunately escaped the deadly steel, and, trembling 
at the danger he had encountered, lost not a moment 
in disclosing the whole conspiracy. A Jew, in whose 
house the quarrel had originated, and who was also 
a party to the plot, instigated by his wife, who had 
overheard part of the altercation, likewise came forward 
to secure his own safety, by denouncing the negro ; 
and the latter, being promptly apprehended, a tribu- 
nal was summoned to take cognizance of his treason. 
The sable ruffian not only boldly confessed his crime, 
but impeached several accomplices, who, in their 
turn, implicated others. At first, the Pasha*s name 
was held sacred by the whole body of conspirators ; 
but, in the end, he was accused as the lever of the 
plot ; and, had it not been that he was un- 
der the protection of France, he would have been 
torn to pieces by the infuriated populace. He 
was kept in strict confinement during the remain- 
der of his stay on the island, and between fifty 
and sixty, some accounts say one hundred and 
twenty-five, of his accomplices expiated their crime 
by death. The modes of their death were truly 
terrible. Some were burned alive, some were broken 
on the wheel, and some were torn to pieces by four 
gallies rowing different ways, and each bringing 
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off a limb. * . The annals of Malta state, tliat seve* 
•ni of them, and, among others, the negro and the 
Papa's secretary, became coaverts to the Christiafi 
jEaith immediately before they were delivered over to 
the executioner, and that they died with manifest signs 
of penitence ; while those who clung to the faith of 
their ancestors, met the mortal blow as the wolf 
does, without a quiver or a groan. 

The Grandmastership of Pinto, whom an Eng- 
lish traveller of the day described as a clear-head- 
ed, sensible, little old man of ninety, was lengthened 
to thirty-two years. Tranquil and prosperous as his 
seign was, it was htal to the independence of the Or- 
der, which lapsed gradually under the supremacy of 
France, and was contented to owe to the diplomatic 
artifices of that power, the immunity &om Turkish 
aggression, which, in former days, its own good 
awords had won. 

The indolence of the Moslems their natural ene- 
mies, had been more htsl to them than the bolts 
and scimitars of Turkish war. " The struggle,? says 
Sonnini, faking of. a somewhat latter date, '^ had 
dwindled into a phantom, of which some pitiful ex- 
peditions of corsairs kept up the shadow. The ca- 
ravans or cruises of the gallies were now nothing 
but parties of pleasure to and from the delicious 
havens of Sicily ; the de&nce of those superb ram- 
parts, the monuments of the gloiy of the Order, and 
of their enemy's shame, was confided to foreign and 
mercenary soldiers ; and that social energy, which 
had made one of the greatest empires of the universe 
to tremble, was no longer exemplified except in the 
eparks of courage struck from a few individuals." f 

* Brydone^Tour through Sicily and Malta, 
f Trav. in Egypt, 
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of a few privateers ; but sl^ sodi is the ibreeof eld 
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who beheld them in piort, has furnished the fi^o#i> 

ing supeib description. ** They wtst mrneA, or 

rather embarassed, with an incre di bte M Mibei of 
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stem ; enormous sails, striped with blue and white, 
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ed red. Their elegant flags floated mijestically. In 

a word, every thing concurred, when they ^Rrtte 
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them up rather as an image of its ancient splendour, 

than for their utility. It was one of those ancieiit 

institutions which had once served to render the 

brotherhood illustrious, but now only attested its 

selfishness and decay." * 

• Trav. in Egypt* 
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Finto died in 1778, and was succeeded by FVands 
Ximenes de Taxada, an aged and superannuated 
kxiight. During the two years that he surviyed his 
eleetitay his peace was luroken by seditious cabals, 
fomented by the priests, who were incessantly plot« 
ti^g to subvert his authority, and who, at last, sup* 
ported by a body of Maltese, most of them men of 
a tmlMdent and in£unous character, and, as some 
writers assert, by the secret agents of Catherine the 
Second of Russia, * who, like her predecessor 
Peter the Great, had an anxious desire to establish 
herself in the Mediterranean, broke out into open 
rerolt. Four hundred rebels suddenly posseted 
themselves of Fort Saint Elmo ; but the knights, 
led by the Bailiff de Rohan, promptly retook it, 
and Uie rin^eaders were deliyered over to justice. 
The Ghrandmaster, however, never recovered the 
shock whidi he sustained on this occasion, and soon 
after died. 

The Bailiff Emanuel de Rohan, of the hmgui^ of 
FVance, succeeded Ximenes as Grandmaster (1775). 
H« was descended from one of the most ancient and 
most illustrious fiimilies of that country, f and had 
passed his youth in honourable service at the courts 
of Spain and Parma, which career he ultimately 
abanooned, from a love of independence, to become 
a 8im[Je Maltese knight. One of his first acts afrer 
his devation, was to strengdien the executive go- 

* Mirabflui. 

f M. Chateanbriaiicl (the author of Atak) is ckteended from 
thiB great house of Bretagne, if the DicHonnaire Veridiqtte 
may be relied on. The Rehans claimed descent from the an- 
cient sorereigns of that province; and Henri Quatre had* 
through his grandmother, the wife of the Duke d^AIbert, a daah 
of their blood in his veins. 
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venunenfcy by the formation of a regular battalko of 
injGutry, composed promiscuouaLy of Maltese and 
foreigneiBy but officered exduaively by knk;ht8. This 
step had been strenuously recommended by seven! 
friendly powers, as the only mode by which the 
Grand^naster could preserve his authori^ ; and as it 
was accompanied by a hint, that, if the Order did 
not look to its own security, the royal counaeHom 
would take the island under their own protectioiiy 
the suggestion was promptly adcmted. This ootob 
was intrusted with the keying of La Valette, and toe 
other important forts ; while a considerable local 
force was enrolled to guard the open coast. An ef* 
fort was also made to improve the financial statute^ 
and revive the ancient discipline of the Order; 
and judicious alterations were carried into effect in 
the courts of judicature, and additional facilities 
given to public education. Nor, while thus busied 
in improving the internal administration, did the 
Grandmaster neglect the foreign policy of the Or- 
der. In Poland, he obtained the restitution of some 
ancient possessions — ^in Russia, he acquired new 
ones. In Germany, the circle of Bavaria created 
for him a new language (1782), which received the 
name of the Anglo-Bavarian, and was endowed with 
the confiscated property of the Jesuits to the extent 
of 170,000 florins — a sum equal to 15,000/. ; and 
in France he succeeded to the possessions of the 
Order of Saint Anthony — a pious association scarce- 
ly less ancient than that of Saint John itselfl * 
The year 1783— the eighth of Rohan's grand- 

* Instituted in 1095, for the relief of persons afflicted with 
leprosy, and virtually abolished by an edict of the French go- 
vernment, forbidding it to receive any more novices, ianied in 
1768. 
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inastership — ^was rendered memorable by an event 
which filled Europe with consternation, and fumish- 
isd the knights with an opportunity of exercising, in 
their fullest significance, those charitable duties which 
their vows imposed on them. A frightful earth- 
quake ravaged Sicily and Calabria ; and, in parti- 
cular, the towns of Messina and Reggio were laid 
in ruins ; while such of the inhabitants as escaped, 
being buried in their shattered dwellings, were forced 
to bivouac in the open country, destitute alike of 
slielter and subsistence. The Maltese gallies were 
laid up in ordinary at the time intelligence of this 
disaster reached the island ; but such was the acti- 
vity displayed in equipping them, that they were 
maide ready for sea in a single night, and instantly 
set sail for the scene of desolation, under the com- 
mand of the Bailiff Frelon de la Frelonniere, a noble 
Bretoh knight, carrying with them medicines, beds 
and tents, for the relief of the sufferers. On their 
arrival off Reggio, they found the earth still oscil- 
lating at intervals, and the whole hce of the country 
changed. Mountains had disappeared in one place, 
and risen up in another ; the channels of ancient ri- 
vers had become dry, while impassable streams water- 
ed plains which had never before boasted of a brook. 
The inhabitants of one unhappy village, Sylla, had 
been one and all engulphed by a sudden and mar- 
vellous reflux of the ocean ; ana the whole coast was 
covered with houseless multitudes, wan, worn, and 
half naked. The knights landed half their stores 
for their relief, and then stood away with the remain- 
der for the Sicilian shore. They found Messina 
a. vast pile of ruins — its superb edifices rent or over- 
thrown — its noble quay silent and deserted — and 
the surviving population wandering, in hopless dea- 
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p^maeBCVy over toe adjacent fidds* x 6^ in tfit 
midst of diis anaefy^ sommnded hy die dead and tlit 
(fyingi llie haighta fiound die Neapolitan comiMBid* 
ant wdl lodged in a te m i i oi a ry hanadc stored vidi 
delicate lefieahiuentfl^ and ngahng hnnaett with tti 
music of a military band. CooceiviDg it a poinl of 
eti^piette that he should aoce|it of no socooon finn 
the kni^ts on hehalf of the snfering people, nod 
he had consulted the authorities at Naples, he po- 
litely dedmed their bencTolent offers to ereeft 
hospital ; and their labours, during the diree 
they remained in the port, .were confined to mf 
gical aid, and a generous fistribution of the pR>» 
visions i^ch they had on board. Having l e tou A* 
ed at Reggio, aud landed there die snpjmea ifiUeh 
the commandant of Messina would not c o n d eseend 
to accept, die gallies returned home, fidSowed by tlift 
blessings of the thousands who9e distreaaes they Imi 
been so prompt to relieve. This is one of die no- 
blest incidents in the later annals of the Hoapitalbr 
Knights. It proves that the Christian virtues 
which shed such a lustre on the Order in the oldea 
time, were not totally extirpated ; and that a muni- 
ficent spirit of hospitality continued to adorn it even 
in the last years of its decline. 

The narrative of the warlike achievements of die 
Chevaliers of Saint John is now ended — there is not 
another valorous exploit to record — but it still remaiia 
fi>r the historian to detail the crudi circumstances un- 
der which die sanctity of the Maltese territory was 
violated, and which led to the illustrious fraternity tt 
soldier-monks which had, for upwards of two hun- 
dred yQars, exercised over it a dement dominairioo» 
being subverted, plundered and dispened, honieie« 
and penniless, over the world. FVaDoe^^ coonl^ 
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which had been, fircnn the days of Raymond Du 
Ptda, the grand nursery and munificent benefactress 
of the Order, after a series of vicissitudes, imneces- 
gary to be enumerated in this narrative, lapsed into a 
itate of anarchy imparalleled in the history of the 
wodd. Ancient institutions were overthrown, the 
landmarks of hereditary right were annihilated ;— - 
blood, innocent blood, deluged the land, and cdme 
alone triumphed. In a revolution i^cially directed 
imjxut the overweening ascendancy of aristocratical 
wtiBctions, and alike subversive of religious im^ 
pnsfiions and feudal rights, an establishment, biaa* 
aed, like that of Malta, on heraldic &me, was 
xiot likely long to escape denunciation. The judi- 
aons economy with which the possessions oi the 
Older in France were superintended, aggravated the 
danger, by pointing them out to democratic rspa- 
dty.as a productive source of plunder. *^ Scarcely 
mf land m France, ** says Boisgelin, " was bett^ 
cuktvated than the estates of the Order ; they were^ 
indeed, in many parts complete models of rural eco- 
nomy ; neither the idle nor the poor t^peared in the 
neighbourhood, the greatest attention being given lo 
employ the former, and relieve the latter. " The 
taiaa not only embellished the districts in which 
thev were situated, but were a sort of local semi- 
naries, in which the neighbouring peasantry acquired 
the best practical rules of agiiculture. It was not ia 
the nature of events that spoil so tempting should 
esoape confiscation, in a convulsion which shook 
the land like an earthquake, and dashed down, after 
ibuiteen ooituries of supremacy, an ancient throne ; 
nor waa it possible that the knights themselves, bow* 
ever aware of their jeopardy, and inclined to tempcr- 
the fisLction ready to lap their blood, ahonid 



292 EMAKUEL DE ROHAK^ . 

altogetber steer a stricdy neutral' course in so gencnl 
a coouDotion. When a voluntary contcibfUldoiL oi 
the ihird fwrt of the revenue of evory -ptapatM 
in Kance was demanded by Neckar,^ the fftd 
financier of the day, to relieve the exigenciea of 
the government, the knights were the first to give 
in their recognizances^ and make the requisite ftSf^ 
ment^; and, subsequently, when the unfertHnale 
Louis the Sixteenth was reduced to a state of bflfigpo^ 
and solicited the Order to mortgage its credit miqis 
behalf it cheerfolly advanced him nve hundred Tfaou^ 
sand livres — thus showing itself as eager to.EKttpak 
the most unfortunate of the Bourbons fiom= the b!n»^ 
tdity of his own subjects, as it had been to iede«p 
Saint Loms from the thrall of tl^ Infidel^ af|d 
Francis the First from the bonds of Spain. The fitte 
of Louis, however, was not to be averted by foreign 
aid ; and the Grandmaster, aware that he stood com- 
mitted with the dominant factions by his sympathy 
for the unfortunate king, endeavoured, by manifest- 
ing a bustling eagerness to protect the French com- 
merce in the Mediterranean, to deprecate the wrath of 
those who had compassed his death. But this waver- 
ing policy availed him nothing. First, a decree was 
passed subjecting the possessions of the Order to all the 
taxes imposed on other property — ^next it was enact- 
ed, that every Frenchman who was a member of any 
Order of knighthood which required proofe of no- 
bility, should cease to be regarded as a citizen of 
France — and lastly, by an edict dated the 19th of 
September 1792, the Order of Malta was declared 
to be extinct within the French territories, while its 
possessions were annexed to the national donuuDSc 
!rbis last decree was passed into a law without ope 
dissentient voices Tenoi «i\)[ve£ t«q^ssr& >k^ i^* 
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mer advocates of the Order dumb, or stimulated 
them to stand forward among its persecutors. A 
pledge was given that the knights should be indem- 
nified by being made pensioners of the nation ; but 
this was burdened with a reservation, that every one 
enjoying such a stipend should reside in France, a 
clause tantamount to complete proscription, consider- 
kig that, to have any title to patrician descent, was^ 
in those days of blood, a sure and speedy passport to 
the scaffold. 

The moment the edict of spoliation was pro- 
mulgated, the estates of the Order were sequestrat- 
ed and ravaged. The knights resident at ihe vari- 
ous commanderies were forced to fly for safety. 
Those who fell into the hands of the revolutionary 
authorities were thrown into the state prisons, to 
wait the pleasure of their persecutors ; and it was 
subsequently proposed, that those who had retired to 
Malta and other coimtries, should be outlawed as 
traitors to their coimtry, on the argument, that they 
ought rather to have starved in France, than have 
gonjs abroad to look for subsistence. The Bailiff d^ 
la Brilhane, the Maltese ambassador, repeatedly in- 
terposed in defence of his Order ; and at last ren- 
dered himself so conspicuous, that he was warned 
that his life was in danger. *'* I fear nothing, " said 
he, with the magnanimity of an ancient chevalier ; 
^ the time is arrived when it is as honourable to 
die on the scaffold as on the field of battle. '' A na- 
tural cause soon after terminated the life of this in- 
trepid knight, and, in all Hkelihood, deprived the 
guillotine of a victim. He was the last Maltese am- 
^esBador ever sent to France. To aggravate the Uh> 
dignities heaped on the Order, the Temple, the ^rin- 
€3pal residence of the knights m YanS) N<re& \<s^^s^ 
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fdjjftftiAfriKs^ and the discrowned Louis and ht| 
y^bffm&BlUf irpn iQcvcen|ted widiin its wallt. T 
„ j^fuib oTjAnr inabjlitTto oppose such a jnub 
|M OMW aa icTcdv^aun xhiice, tlie kiughu £ 
HHpti wn agnmi^u; tp« autipatBy of t^di f£ 
ppq^isn bj a, fcuna] ludantion of wu, and tri^ 
ntMl t^ act* of cpiBtei^ towanis the national n^ 
|)B4h to 4i^»cate wbit tbajr could uut lesist. Qn 
ipa r-^TT, , "^ fraKh n^sscis, ricMy ladaj^ 
irintaed in the poit of Malta, and the Grandmutl^ 
VM>tq|pdto'(«uetlM|Dhbj«w of repnsal; bot ly 
O^anilir^iH ".*•*. ^.Oi«^ was inslKuted to 
«i^ iwiMo^ oat ^jfimoig^ it. " • Had tbf 
hnu&y M«& goqnWh tt «0W^ have been woitlnf 
«r lU anMaSMf of tbe nuN^ HoapitaUera of ^ 
]K>niKUi'a tine ; biA tbe luxunuux habiis and loi^ 
tjt ease which pervaded the convent ia tb« laat ytwv 
of its existence, leave no doubt that an igDoble po- 
licy dictated the Giandroaster'i rqily. H« «m avran^ 
that the lasy and debauched Uvea of nasy of \if 
knights bad degraded the eWahluJiimgit io the «!V 
of Europe { and trembled tberefbn to fK«««k«| by 
apea conqpluula, the niin that direalanecl tff 9nf 
inuhn liiiB* 

But, thou^ the lmi|^ affected to ■nafptrip tfat 
strictest neutiality IB the wai is which f^aooe lad 
the principal states of £un^ were ultiaiate^ jsp 
Tomd, the French TUndoTj aoaa saw leaaw la 
aipus, that ^ej wen indirect^ pHtiaa to tbe 
mufa^ league Ibrmed against it. llie Ei^ik 
ana Spanish fleets weie permitted tp racniil auMV 
in Malta) the mariaen t^ whioh wara T*diH«J.t0 
iMggKj bj the inability of tlie Oidei to iffact 
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them; and the Directory instantly denounced the 
proceeding as tantamount to an act of direct hosti* 
lity) and in due time prepared to revenge it. Mean- 
while^ the Bourbon dynasty was completely subvert- 
ed ; and the ancient Oriflamme of France, after 
fluttering for a short space in the van of the foreign 
armies which tried in vain to stem the torrents of 
fepublican steel that poured incessantly over the 
Alps and the Rhine, disappeared from the field,. 
Many Maltese knights shared in this war under the 
allied banners ; and when they foimd their servi- 
ces no longer of avail against the common enemy 
in the plains of Italy and Germany, they hurried 
homeward to their own insular territory, under the 
impression that all the chivalry of the Order would 
soon be requisite to man its bulwarks. The Grand- 
master received them with open arms, though the 
impoverished state of the treasury rendered it diffi- 
cult to make a provision for their maintenance ; and 
it is said, that, with the simplicity of a true hospi- 
taller, he voluntarily reduced the daily expenses of 
bis own table to a single Maltese crown. * 

In 1797, the cloud that hung over the prospects 
of the Order was partially dispelled, by a new patron, 
who suddenly started up in the person of the Rus- 
sian Czar, Negotiations had been pending for se- 
veral years between the Maltese and Russian go- 
vernments, relative to the possessions of the Order 
in Volhynia, which province had fallen to the share 
of Russia on the partition of Poland ; but, before 
they could be brought to a termination, the Empress, 
Catherine the Second, who commenced them, closed 
her reign, and Paul the First succeeded to the diadem. 

• Two shillings. Boisgdin. 
VOL, II. T 
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A passionate admiration of chivalrous renown was otie 
of the characteristics of this eccentric, and, in many re- 
spects, unamiable monarch ; and, on his accession, the 
negotiations were resumed imder the most flattering 
auspices. Not only were the claims of the Order 
to the Volhynian estates fully recognised and con- 
firmed, but various munificent grants were added, to 
increase their value ; while a new priory, called the 
Grand Priory of Russia, was created, and incorpo- 
rated with the ancient English or Anglo-Bavarian 
language. The courier intrusted with the despatches 
announcing these gratifying events was arreted by 
the French in his passage through Italy, and his pa- 
pers taken from him. Hieir contents were subse- 
quently published by Order of the Directory, by 
which means they were first made known in Malta. 
The Grandmaster Rohan was on his deathbed Jf/beu 
they arrived, and he died without the consolation 
of knowing the success of his exertions. He was 
a simple, generous-hearted, and learned man ; and, 
had the government of the Order £dlen to his share 
in better times, his talents and vktues would have 

strengthened and adorned it. 
2 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Grandnuutership of Htimpesch — Paulf Emperor of Ruatia, 
dedared Protector of the Order — Penury of the State — 
£»9a9um of Malta by the French under Bonaparte-^IHs* 
graceful Supinenes8 of the Knights-^ TumvUs in the City 
"^Trecuihery of Ransijat — The Capitidation — Severity of 
the Conquerors — The Grandmaster Hompesch quits the 
h^nd-^Hia Death — A remnant of the Knights retire to 
Jiwtia The £mperor Paul elected Cfrandmaster — 
JBloaiade of Malta by the English — Frightful Situation of 
the Inhabitants — Surrender of the Islanfl to the British 
'^"Conclusion. 

Thb Bailiff Ferdinand de Hompesch, a German 
knight, succeeded Rohan in the Grandmastership 
(1797). He was the first Grandmaster ever chosen from 
die German language, and was destined to be the last 
genuine Maltese knight who enjoyed that distinction. 
It is stated by Boisgelin, that he was by no means am- 
bitious of the supreme dignity ; but it is certain that 
he came forward as a candidate for it, and contract- 
ed large debts to defray the expenses of his election, 
the success of which was attributable more to the 
circumstance of his holding the influential office of 
minister from the court of Vienna, than to any 
superior personal qualifications. In fiict, matters 
had arrived at such a crisis, that the French knights, 
always the dominant party, were one and all anxious 
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to avoid being advanced to a dignity whi<^ haA hi* 
come specialty obnoxious in the eyes of th^ re* 
publican countrymen. Bonaparte, who antidpofted 
the vacancy, had, with his characteristic eag^iiieBB 
to regulate the internal affiurs of neighbouring stafei^ 
formed the project, if report be true, of filling it up 
with the Spanish Prince of Peace ; but, ere tiie in- 
teUigence of the death of Rohan reached Madrid^ 
that adventurer had contracted an alliance iHth -a 
Princess of the blood-royal, and the Grandmaster- 
ship of Saint John of Jerusalem was no longer i^ 
gaided as an object worthy of his ambition. 

The first act of Hompesch after his installatioti, 
was to ratify the convention whidi the ambaasadte 
of the Order at Saint PetersbuTgh had entered into 
with the Russian Emperor. An envoy extraordi- 
nary was despatched to the Imperial court, where be 
was honoured by Paul with a public audience. On 
this occasion, the cross of the redoubted La Va- 
lette, which had been preserved in the treasury as a 
sacred memorial, and several other ancient and sanc- 
tified relics, were laid at the Emperor's feet ; and 
the ambassador, in a studied harangue, full of grati- 
tude and laudation, implored' his Imperial auditor, 
in the name of the whole fi*atemity, to become chief 
of their establishment, under the title of " Protector 
of the Order." The Emperor was pleased to ac- 
cept of the investiture, and allowed the ambassador 
to brace on him a superb coat of mail which had 
been brought fi*om Malta for the purpose, and to 
suspend fi*om his neck the cross of La Valette. The 
Empress and the heir-apparent were honoured at 
the same time with the grand cross of the Order, as 
were the other branches of the Imperial fami)]^-^ 
piece of complimeiktarY ^licy suggested by the criti* 
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vtl sitiuidoQ in which the knights &und themselves 
placed. At the same audience, the Emperor, in Tir- 
liHe of his office of Protector, invested the Prince 
of Condltf an exiled scion of the Royal Family of 
France, with the grand cross, and named him Grand 
Prior of Russia. 

There exists not a doubt that Paul, though in 
Bwny respects an unamiable prince, was sincere in 
his ffiendly professions towards the knights ; for he 
not ooly proclaimed himself their advocate at every 
European court, but declared, that every favour con- 
ferred on them should be regarded as a mark of per- 
aonal deference and respect towards himsel£ Mean* 
while, it had been proposed in the femous Congress 
of Rastadt, where the rights of the Maltese Knights 
were stiffly debated, that the Order of Saint John 
should be consolidated with the Teutonic Order. 
The Knights of Malta were rather favourable than 
averse to this proposition — indeed, they solicited it 
as the only means of preservation ; for, in their mis- 
fortunes, they saw not how they could better defend 
the few rights they yet possessed, than by a imion 
with a puissant and independent establishment, 
nearly as ancient, and constituted on the same prin- 
ciples, as their own. It is more than probable, how- 
ever, ^t, had the negotiations proceeded, the con- 
junction would have been defeated by the aversion 
of both Orders to sink their own specific name ; 
and certainly it could scarcely have been expected 
by the Teutonic Knights, that a fraternity so illus- 
itrious as that of Saint John should willingly agree, 
whatever might be the difficulties that oppressed 
it, to merge in the title of a strange Order, that 
fECHid historic designation under whicn it had gain- 
ed all its glory* 
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Though the French republic was coni 
outset with coDfiscating the possesnoni 
der immediately withm its reach, and 
such knights as lingered within its jia 
nourished a steady and determined inte 
upon, and rifle, sooner or later, the ins 
bold in which they had fixed their gove 
proportion as the influence of France- 1 
by military triumphs and political base 
the Maltese knights was crippled an^ 
-The state of their treasury became trul} 
and, to crovm their misfortunes, they mi 
ling discovery, that sedition was busy 
convent, and learned that a formidable 1 
ment was mustering at Toulon. To sh 
pidated state of the revenue, it need only 
ed, that the receipts, which were in 178^ 
three millions of livres, were, in 1797, 
one million. Not only were the posses 
three French languages confiscated, b 
man and Arragonian commanderies siti 
sace, Rousillon, and French Navarre, 1 
.en a prey to republican rapacity. In I 
the Ligurian and Cisalpine States, a si] 
of spoliation had taken place; and ev 
Portugal, Naples and Sicily, new an< 
burdens had been imposed by the re 
vemments. It was found necessary i 
coin the plate of the gallies, and aft 
of that belonging to the Grandmaster a 
pitals. To aggravate the pressure of th 
there was a pubHc debt to the amount of 
of French livres ; and so low was the 
Order, that no person would advance a 
to relieve it. 



SIJLTY-NINTH GRANDMASTER. 301 

^' "Thie ftrat division of the French fleet, the destin- 
iMloA of which had, for sereral months, kept the whole 
*«if Europe in suspense, arrived before the Port of 
^Mfdta on the 6th of June 1798. It consisted of 
sev ent y transports and several frigates, and made a 
^lErnnidable display — greatly to the disquietude of the 
Imights and islanders, among whom incendiaries dis- 
"seminated startling and treasonable rumours v^ith 
marvellous activity. Commodore Sidoux, the com- 
'mander, seeing the batteries ready to salute him with 
a shower of balls the moment he ventured within 
4heir range, sent a message on shore, expressive of 
'his wish to preserve the strictest neutrality, and 
•merely entreatmg, that several small vessels might be 
•admitted into the port, to undergo some trifling re- 
*pairs, prior to prosecuting their voyage to Egypt — 
the ultimate destination of the fleet. This request 
witis of course complied with, and no eflbrts were 
'Spared, on the part of the French leaders, to inspire 
die knights and people with false confidence in their 
^amicable intentions. On the evening of the 9th of 
June, the grand division of the squadron also furled 
sail in the offing, having on board Greneral Bona- 
parte the commander-in-chief of the expedition. The 
arrival of this redoubted soldier, whose victories and 
vicissitudes have since filled the world with wonder, 
'was the signal for terminating the hollow and inde- 
cisive intercourse that had arisen between his van- 
guard and the Maltese authorities. He instantly 
instructed the French consul to demand free and im- 
•mediate access to all the ports for the whole fleet, 
witlr liberty to debark; and though the Grandmas- 
ter summoned resolution to reply, that such a re- 
vest could not be complied vrith, the city was 
dirown into a state of indescribable agitation. The 
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8Jg|D9 oit, W.jocrai^try^ieii no loi^ doiAtU 
tf^fito » iGiMil JbthimOT^ had pcradod |he /IqqiIiI 
ngif ^jvlifia the .ho«Sb inlente oftbd VxmA i 
if^ caqJicidy iiidi((;iite4i ^ &eUe e&rt wat^i; 
PKffpie fiur reastaiuse. The in^itui .mre . ipi 
t(9f ^mUf— ^^Usades ^ece fonned .el sevenilkp 
apd the coDt^ts of th^ powder-magaune iBpi 
doauie of the Cotqner, Wjere ordered to be « 
into the city* . The Keditious teports indoa 
propagated among, the tcpops and citiBen% pn 
this tranafiBreace frooi being satisfiictorily aoQ0 
ed... Neither muleg nor vraggom were to bt 
and latterly a &w knights had to perform di 
Next day^ the.Fswdi troops were obse^rved^ 

2 into lo9g bKWtK in order to land ; and afcJ 
us jiQQeture» the knight Bosredon de B 
secretary to the treasury, sent a letter to the 
master, requesting that the keys ei his offio 
be intrusted to another keeper, and that h 
have a place ^pointed for him to remain in 
the action, as neither his duty nor his inc 
would aUpw him to fight against the French 
pily this open defection was not imitated, 
other kni^t, Ransijat was immediately i 
and confined m the castle of Saint Angelo, 
rest of the knights hurried with seeming ala 
their different posts. 

The French debarked at Magdalen Creek, 
evening on the 9th of June. The small but in 
tower of Saint George, in the vicinity of the 
plac^ was carried without the loss of a singl 
one cannon-shot only being fired by the Mm 
who commaoded it. Throughout the whole 
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^flowing night) the firmament wad brightened with 
tha signal-rodcets sent up incessantly from the fleet, 
i^eh extended along the whole north-eastern coast 
of the island, from Groza to Marza Sirocco. At 
dv^break on the 10th, fresh bodies of troops were 
thrown ashore at seven different points; and at 
none of them did the invaders encounter any thing 
like resistance, save at Goza, where the knight De 
M^;rigny commanded. Considering that the French 
men-of-war kept so £ax out at sea, as to be unable 
to cover the landing by their fire, under an impres- 
sion that the Maltese were prepared to receive them 
with red-hot shot, and showers of stones fired from 
the ^mgacesy or rock-mortars by which the weak 
parts of the coast were defended, there is no other 
way of accounting for the non-resistance of the isl- 
anders than by ascribing it to the foulest treason. 
The force on the island was by no means despicable. 
There were 200 French knights, 90 Italian, 25 
Spanish, 8 Portuguese, 4 German, and 5 Anglo- 
Bavarian — ^in all 332, fifty of whom, however, were 
incapacitated, by age and infirmities, fi*om active ser- 
vioe* The regular troc^ amounted only to about 
3300 ; but the Maltese militia might easily have 
been brought to muster ten thousand men. The 
JougaceSy of themselves, were sufficient to have done 
muiderous execution on the invaders. They were 
a kind of mortars hollowed in the solid rock, and 
calculated to range so as to throw their charge on 
the spot likeliest to be selected for debarkation. It 
required a barrel of gunpowder to load one of them, 
and stones were crammed over the charge till they quite 
filled the piece. The mortars, fired by a match, threw 
this marble hail many hundred fiithoms ; and men, 
boatti and even ships within their range, were exposed 
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to certain destroction. Their immoveability of course 
rendered them less effective ; but still their very mag- 
nitude and novelty were calculated to excite dread 
in the breasts of the invaders, had the island^shad 
resolution to employ them. * 

From the moment the French vanguard touched 
the beach, no man, kilight, servitor, or slave, thought 
of resistance. The renown of the republican arms — 
those arms which had been reddened with the bravest 
blood of Italy and Germany — was known in every 
comer of the island ; and the Y^arrior monks, whose 
mailed predecessors had, for seven centuries, kept at 
bay the savage chivalry of Syria and Turkistan, were 
panic-stricken, or suborned, and simultaneously a- 
bandoned their forts and batteries. Some of Bona- 
parte's biographers go so far as to assert, that the few 
shotted cannon that were fired, were fired only £or 
formsake, to save, forsooth, the honour of the 
knights, f Alas ! that the last relics of chivalry in 
Christendom should stoop to so mean a subterfuge 
for salvation I 

The French soldiers, with their usual license, 
instantly began to lay waste the island ; and it was 
only then that the native militia, seeing their hearths 
violated, took courage from despair, and slew several 
of the marauders. The briorades of Generals Lannes 
and Marmont first arrived within cannon-range of 
the city of La Valette, into which the country peopk 
were flocking by thousands, filled with suspicion sm 
despair. Rumours of treason among the knights were 
inculcated and credited by the populace, who manifest- 
ed their indignation by menacing cries, and general 

* Brydone et Boiagelin. 

f BourieDn«. Memoirs of Napoleon. 



SIXTY-KINTH GRANDMASTER. 305 



'iiuubordiiiatioii — a spirift which rapidly extended to 
' the troops, and became more and more developed as 
rnn&vourable reports poured in from the ^stant posts. 
^News first arrived that the Nasciar intrenchment, a 
iwork of considerable importance in the interior, 
' had been abandoned by the battalion appointed to 
'. defend it ; and next, that the Cit6 Notable, into 
which the fugitives had retired, had surrendered to 
the French General Vaubois — the Hakem Tester 
Jkrraia or governor having voluntarily delivered up 
•the keys, before he was even summoned to open hffi 
gates* The abandonment of the Nasciar intrench- 
'inieiit cut off all communication between the coun- 
try . and Valetta ; and the inhabitants beheld the 
Fiench leaguer established under their very walls. 
■.A trifling, diversion was made at the mouth of the 
: Gnmd Port by a small squadron commanded by the 
Chevalier de Soubiras, and a sally was also attempted 
to the landward with nine hundred chosen men ; but 
neither mariner nor soldier deported himself with 
his wonted bravery, and both enterprises failed. 
. At mid-day on the 10th, every fortified post in the 
country, except the tower of Marza Sirocco, had the 
■French flag floating over it. Eighteen French 
knights, who had £sdlen into the hands of the enemy, 
.were carried before General Bonaparte, who, widi 
-that abrupt arrogance which formed so remarkable a 
feature in his character, exclaimed, *^ What I am I 
constantly to meet knights in arms against their 
-country ? I will not accept of you as prisoners, but 
have given orders to have you aU sliot. " This 
menace, however, was not carried into effect; on 
the contrary, the prisoners had no reason to com- 
plain of the treatment they afterwards met with. 
Meanwhile, the tumulta wbid\ '^iRnwik!^ -nnni&sa^ 
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the aty becnae hourly more fq[^»lling* 
levolt br the reports of treason, which the ei 
of the French indefisitigably popagated, tb 
mooeeded to open acts of violence, and vMOOf 
ML Tiatuns to meir reckless indignation. Tii 
of the Grrandmaster itself was stained with ] 
blood ; and those whom the assassin's dag 
not deprive of life, were exposed to the groi 
salts. The troops ultimately interfered, and 
some degree of tranquillity ; but, firora that i 
the influence of the. Order became totally 
tive, and reisistance ceased to be contemphd« 

The besi^;ed passed the night of the lOtb 
by insurrectionary alarms, and by the sound 
own cannon, which continued to fire on the s 
posts of the enemy after the sun had seL 
morning of the 11th, the disorders of the p 
day were renewed — ^groups of desperate men 
ed the city, vociferously demanding the lives 
knights whom the French incendiaries had 
them to regard as traitors ; and these, un 
were the very men in whom the only ren 
pubhc virtue was now to be found. To 
the general consternation, two Greek vessek 
had been permitted to enter the port as 
traders, at the time the French fleet first a 
in the offing, were discovered to be filled widb 
lican soldiers and arms, which were intendec 
put into the hands of the disaffected. The d 
of this treachery drove the populace to fury ; 
her of the felse sailors were massacred, while 
mainder were made prisoners, and the militar 
on board the vessels were seized as feir spoil 

It was at this alarming epoch, when all 
confidence was at an end, vihea confusion an 
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da triumphed in every quarter, and when the milkiay 
flobomed from their duty, kwleasly shot eadb other 
in the streets, that a few of the better order of citi- 
weoBy headii^ a body of their more pacifically dis* 
posed brethren, repaired to the palace of the Grand* 
master^ and, again acknowlec^ng him as their sove* 
leign, implored him to put an end to the anarchy 
that prevuled, and instruct them how the city might 
best be defended. Had a L'Isle Adam, or a La 
Valette, held the supreme dignity — ^had the feeble- 
minded Hompesch himself but had the resolution to 
brace on the armour in which the latter had battled 
so victoriously against the Ottoman host, and show 
himself thus harnessed to the multitude, Malta would 
not have been lost without one honoiurable ef- 
fort for its redemption. But he answered the de- 
puties evasively and distrustfolly, that he would take 
the advice of his council as to suppressing the out* 
rages of the soldiery ; and the hour of generous re- 
action passed away, never more to return. 

The sun went down, leaving the city a prey to 
tumult and despair. Fire-arms were discharged mo- 
mentarily in difierent parts, and bands of despera- 
does congregated, ready for deeds of violence, in 
every street. The Grandmaster ordered the armed 
patroles to be strengthened, but this only filled the 
populace with greater indignation ; and from listen- 
ing to the complaints shouted around them, the sol- 
diers gradually came to sympathize with the disaffect- 
ed* Next day, a vast multitude, including men of all 
grades, from the noble to the humblest artisan, bent 
on annihilating the Grandmaster's sovereignty, for- 
cibly invaded his palace ; and, afrer reproaching him 
with the treason of his knights, the inefficiency of his 
orders, and all the evils that the general inauzce^. 



906- FERDINAND DE HOMPSSCH, ' 

tion had brought upon theniy boldly announoedj tf 
they had subsoribed a paper in presence of the Dvti 
consul, delivering the city into the hands of t 
FVench ; and that they held the authority of t 
knights as terminated. The Grandmaster had t 
the power of resenting this audacious usuiptki 
of his rights ; for the rebels walked fearlessfy a: 
triumphantly through the apartments of his pain 
He could only agree to simimon a council ; and t 
malecontents, disposed the one moment to surrendi 
and the next to repose on their ancient govemma 
and die on the ramparts, departed, to be betray 
by the seditious into new crimes. 

While the council was assembling, the tumults i 
commenced. The knights, on their way to the p 
lace, were grossly insulted, and their lives endangi 
ed ; and, among others, the Chevalier O'Haray t 
Russian envoy, whom a generous impulse had hv 
ried into the midst of the insurgents, with the ha 
of persuading them to return to their duty, narron 
escaped falling a martyr to his honourable zeal. T 
Grandmaster intimated, that he had at length r 
solved to try tlie effect of haranguing the people 
person, and of taking his station at the advano 
post of the Floriana; but the parasites, who clui 
round him, basely opposed this proposition, on tl 
argument, that his life was too valuable to be rash 
hazarded — an argument which, in such circumsta 
ces, none but a craven could have entertained. J 
the midst of these deliberations, a tumult was heai 
rolling onward to the palace. The air resoundi 
with shouts of " Liberty I" — " Equality!*' — ar 
" Long life to Ransijat I" and that false knid: 
forcibly liberated by the populace, was borne on the 
shoulders to the doors of the council-chamber, whe 
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ft fonnal demand for admittance was made ; as also^ 
for a sight of a letter, which, it was known, the 
council was employed in iraming to the French com- 
mander, soliciting an armistice of twenty-four hours. 
Both these demands were granted, as was ^a thirds 
that several Maltese deputies should accompany those 
of the Order commissioned by the councU to repair 
to the French head-quarters. 

The {^pUcation for an armistice was so framed as 
to be virtually a surrender at discretion. General 
Bonaparte answered it briefly, that he would enter. 
the city on the following day, and would then con- 
descend upon the manner in which he was to treat 
the Grandmaster and his brethren. The Maltese de- 
puties brought back with them several French offi- 
cers, who began, without ceremony, to prepare for 
their General's entrance. Better than his word, Bona- 
parte entered the same evening. As he passed through 
the formidable works which defended the landward 
nde. General Cafiarelli, one of his suite, si£[nificant-. 
ly remarked to him, ^' It is well. General, that there 
was some one within to open these gates to us. We 
should have had some trouble in entering if the place 
had been altoc;ether empty. " The Grandmaster ex- 
pected that the victor would at least pay him the 
compliment of a visit ; but the French General held 
that the compliment should be reversed, and at the 
end of seversu days, Hompesch so iai subdued his 
pnde, as to show him that deference, by which he 
subjected himself to an interview, characterized only 
by cold formality and stately neglect. 

By the articles of capitulation, the knights re- 
nounced, in favour of France, the sovereignty of 
Malta, and its dependencies. In lieu, the French re- 
public pledged itiself to exercise its influence to se- 
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d— Ae Oriwr inadwr princyilky ; andin iiii mmn 
i>yk,ilboanditiieif tQfjjfefltwiihiifMaw' »— <i> 
pmiaB qf 500,000 lim%«iid«Kh naBchfaM* 
HMUantin Mak%a«nnilar yM^jriHoimee ofMft 
]iVM» «itii three himdnd Uviw addUonal t^«Mlp 
ks^hitwliocxoeedMliixtyjeinafi^e. Ifedww 
g ig w to use its iafliMiief^wilh ibt Cmkgm^^ JJjpit 
zkOf Ronuuiy and Helvaluni npiiUie^ to gaaAmm 

and fiuth» to en^plojr ita ondit iritb: Uw ^ odMH 
Sitnipetti poiMfti'to tnooratolha kniriitDof «Mk 
lUHioft their i^it over die properly (X the Otlk^ 
aitoated hejfWthe Frendi jiBudiclMiu 
were^ moieovery pttwited to leCain thar povato 
estates rand the Maltese wen amired that .thair 
rdigion, their mivflegesy and their jKopmtf, ahqoid 
be held in^olable, and that no extraoidinaiy taxea 
should be imposed. The commander, Boaredon 
de Ransijat, stood at the head of the subscribers o£ 
thi9 humiliating capitulation. Four influential citi- 
zens, all Maltese, with the Bailiff de Turin J^risaniy' 
a Sicilian, and the Chevalier Philip Amat, the Spew 
nish charge-d'affaires, also appended their names. 
Thus was the dissolution of the Order consummatedi^ 
The French no sooner found themselves uncon- 
trolled masters of the island, than they proceeded to 
regenerate it in the true spirit of republican fimtemi^ 
zation. A provisional government and munidpaH^ 
were formed, and the laws of the Directoiy introouoed. 
The Commander de Ransijat received, as the reward 
of his perfidy to the Order, the appointment of presi^ 
dent of the new administration ; but he exercised his 
functions under the surveillance of a commissary of 
the Directory, who exacted the moat servile sub^ 
mission to ma wiilL M thft.concmest of Rhodes^ 
the Turks, fiUed wilii t^s^fc<:X W uvt -^^^W ^\ "^t^ 
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vuriora who had so bravely resisted them, spared 
the armorial sculptures, commemorative of Christian 
ofaivalry, with which that city was adorned, and 
taany of them remain undefaced to this day. The 
ciimlry of republican France, more barbarous than 
the legions of the Ottoman, tore down or obliterated 
emry record of patrician ancestr)' and heroic exploit 
— «n act of vandalism almost incredible on the part 
of BB army which carried with it to the land of the 
Ftolomies and Cleopatras, a chosen band of literati 
€Bd artists, professedly pledged to fling a shield over 
the remains of antiquity, and to atone to the world, 
by their scientific labours, for the blood and tears 
mich their expedition was likely to cause be shed. 

One of the first acts of the new government, was 
to enjoin all the knights to quit the island within three 
days. The ChevaUer O'Hara was only allowed three 
hours to prepare for his departure, while the Portuguese 
knights were restricted to forty-eight. The impossibi* 
fity of this harsh edict being complied with, rendered 
it necessary to modify it, particularly in regard to the 
aged and infirm. About ten pounds Sterling (240 
livres) was advanced to each knight for the expenses 
of his journey, but he was not permitted to depart 
until he had torn the cross, tlie emblem of his Order, 
from his breast, and mounted the tricoloured cock- 
ade. The citizens also were speedily made to feel 
the oppressive yoke under which they had &llen. 
Hie French fieet being in want of sailors, a general 
prett was ordered, and the whole able-bodied mari- 
ners on the island, together with the Grandmaster's 
guard, and all the enrolled soldiers, were swept away. 
Promises were made that their wives and ^milies, 
who were naturally filled with despair at their seizure, 

• VOL. II. U 
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ahould be supported during their absence ; but these 
were speedily yiolated and forgotten. 

Humbled to the earth by these prooeedingt, the 
Grandmiister made haste to quit a residence whidi 
republican insolence had rendered intolerable ; but, 
no sooner were his intentions promulgated^ than he 
^as beset by a host of creditors, all clamcMN)us for the 
settlement of their demands. In these circumstances^ 
he claimed the plate of his palace, and of the differ- 
ent inns, together with the jewels preserved in the 
treasury of the Order ; but Ransijat and his coad* 
jutors answered, that the whole had become public 
property, and that all that could be granted to hin 
was a pecuniary equivalent. To facilitate the degrad- 
ed chiefs departure, six hundred thousand French 
livres were accordingly advanced, as an indemnifica^ 
tion^-three hundred of which were handed over to his 
creditors. He was not even allowed to carry wiUi 
him the archives of the Order. All that republican 
rapacity consented to spare, were a part of the true 
cross, which the knights had brought with them from 
the Holy Land, the hand of Saint John, presented 
by the Sultan Bajazet to the Grandmaster D' Aubus- 
son, and a miraculous image of the Holy Virgin of 
Philerme. Even these relics, r^arding die genuine- 
ness of which, it were idle to institute an inquiry, 
were not given up until they had been completely 
stripped of the valuable ornaments with which dii- 
valrous superstition had surrounded them. 

Hompcsch embarked on the night of the 17th of 
June. He took his passage on board a merchant- 
ship bound for Trieste, and a French firigate convoy- 
ed him, more from policy than from respect, as &r 
as Meleda, on the Dalmatian coast. Twelve knights, 
the majority of them commanders, and two serraats- 
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iMnns, aooompanied him mto exUe. The voyage 
lasted Uiirty-nine days ; and so heardy sidkened were 
the party oiFeach o^er^s sociisty, that the Grandmas* 
ter resigned his office the moment he landed, and se« 
parated himself for ever from the Gompanions of his 
n^t. Of this weak man, who died in obscority at 
Montpellier in 1804, aged sixty-two, nothing further 
seed be said. He had forced himself into an office 
for which nature had not qualified him ; and he ex- 
piated his vainglorious error, by being obliged to ac- 
knowledge it in times of difficulty and disgrace. 

The French expedition, with General Bonaparte 
at its head, weighed anchor from Malta on the 19th 
June, two days after the Grandmasters depiHrture. 
Four thousand men under Greneral Vaubois were left 
on the island. The rarities found in the puUic trea- 
siiry and in the churches, together with the standards 
and trophies of the Order, were all carried away by the 
i^Knlers ; but these relies never reached the country 
for which they were destined. Part of them perishefl 
in the OrierUy the French fle^-ship, whidi was blown 
vp in the memorable naval battle of Aboukir ; and the 
rest were captured by the English in the Sensible fri- 
gate, which shortly after fell into their hands. Consi- 
deiug the hopeless debasement of the Order— -so la- 
mentably indicated by the treason and total absence of 
puUic magnanimity that pervaded all ranks — it is not 
surprising that many of the knights readily eidisted 
under the Frendi banner — some to perish,, as many of 
their predecessors had done, on the sands of Egypt ;. 
others to close their eyes before the walls of Samt 
John D' Acre— ^that city whidi the valour of the an- 
dent Hospitallois had immortalized — and which, on 
that occasion, the valour of a single British knight. 
Sir Sidney Smithy may be said to have saved^ The 
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bke dt ihoat yAiOf on thefiEOth of the ca{iiftiilatioB, 
tought an i0f]iii&.iii Fnaoe» vn^ttill more d n^ ta w i ' 
Ua. llic^iWine.ieibaedcDlniieeiitodKpailii^^ 
th^ .wiebfld to land ; and 11111113^ oi&eiii, mdiioadtb 
4^ ooiiditioii<3£rbcttgadjiiiiid^ fnniMliiii 

invatMi^ Moc did BmB^ liianactf eacapathe oolK 

tmidfmaA deatituiioii that' iperfidv and apoabng^iir; 
meet, invanatdy^faniig ki their traub Twatad nitb 
neglect by the Hpv^io^ though he had bjBtKad|ii9 
honour to serve it> and scouted evtm by his ownkiii- 
dfod finr his notoiious want of failk, ma laat Mlacxi 
was taking up d^e dmmid^'s pe% aajd ^ineii^^ p;,^ 
tile rtoimtfuitioiifl^ the faitteroefls^i^apAnt jdbidh ^ 
i^poiBted ambition had eDgendened. * • • -^"'■ 

The knig^ta who followed die- meat prpe p ar bm 
course at t^e general dispersion, weiied^ofle'lj^ fec^ 
refuge in the Russian dominions, under the wing of 
their Imperial protector* Filled with boundless gra- 
titude for the bene&ctions he heaped upon them, and 
eager at once to gratify him, and to place a broader 
shield between themselves and their oppressors^ they 
constituted themselves a regular chapter, and declar- 
ed Paul to be their ** most Eminent Master," " their 
sovereign Prince. " Paul, who had long ehtertained 
a keen anxiety to obtain this now almost nominal dig- 
tiity, graciously acknowledged the tend»; and he 
was solemnly inaugurated as the seventieth Grand- 
master of the Order (1798). At the same time, 
the standard of Saint John was hoisted permanently 
on the bastions of the Admiralty at Saint Petara- 
burg, where it continues imfurled to this day. 

An election, which placed a prince boimd by ma- 
trimonial ties, and beyond the pale of the Ci^olic 

* Journal du Siege et Blocus de Malthe. 
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church, at the head of the Order, shattered at once the 
very basis on which it was founded — indeed, as the act 
of a few refugee kiiights, who, in their despair, grasp- 
ed at a reed, in the hope that it would support them, 
some writers argue, that it ought to form no part or 
parcel of the legal proceedings of the Order. * Be this 
as it may, the election was bitterly reprobated by the 
Pope ; and the Elector of Bavaria, to get rid of the dis- 

* This was not the first uustancey however, in which the 
statutes were set aside in &vour of schismatics. So far back 
as the grandmastership of Fulk de Villaret (1309), the knights 
of the bailiwick of Brandenburg, instigated by ambitious views, 
separated themselves from the Order, and, taking advantage of 
the disputes which had broken out in the convent, in conse- 
quence of the irregular election of Maurice de Pagnac, declared 
diemselves independent, and chose a superior of their own, to 
whom they gave the title of Blaster. This schism was not 
settled till 1382, when, by a formal treaty, the Brandenburg- 
era were allowed to retain the nomination of their chie£ But, 
at the Reformation, they adopted the new mode of worship, 
which again embroiled them with the convent ; and, by the 
peace of Augsburg, they were exempted from the payment of 
all future taxes to Malta, on the simple arrangement, that they 
should remit thither 2400 gdden florins in a slump sum. The 
royal fisunily of Prussia subsequently took the bailiwick under its 
protection, and afterwards some prince of that house constantly held 
the superiority. It was not tiU the reign of Frederic the Great 
that the bailiwick resumed its amicable relations with Malta. 
In 1763, through the instrumentality of thit monarch, it was 
arranged, that the intercourse with Malta should be renewed, 
and that the Brandenburgers should pay their responsions into 
the treasury in the same manner as the Catholic commanders. 
From that date, the Protestant knights were treated as bre- 
thren. By the statutes of the bailiwick, the postulant must be 
a native of Germany, and a Protestant — though this rule has 
not been strictly adhered to. Sonneburg, a small town thir- 
teen German miles from Berlin, is the principal place of resi- 
dence. The knights wear a scarlet uniform, witii white lapels, 
cu£Ei, and collar, and metal buttons, bearing a cross with eight 
points. The golden cross difien from t3^ 'TT^rcLV] ^Sofe ^ai- 
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putes in which it involved him, abolished the Order in 
his dominions. Paul entered on his duties wsk »- 
lacrity, by instantly creating a new Russian priory 
for his Greek nobles, which he provided abundantly 
with rules and statutes, and generously endowed. 
His election was formally notified to all the Courts 
of Europe ; and the whole nobility of Christendom 
were invited to become knights of the regenerated 
Order, on production of the requisite gentilitial proofe. 
Paul also, at first, contemplated sending a military 
force to co-operate with the English and Neapolitaiis 
in the reconquest of Malta ; but events, over which 
he had no controul, defeated the project ; and, by 
one of those sudden mutations in policy, for which 
modem times have been so remarkable, the troops 
who were to have acted as the auxiliaries of England 
in the expedition, were ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness to traverse the wastes of Central Asia, and 
assail the British possessions in the East — an enter* 
prise, however, which was wisely abandoned. 

Meanwhile England, single-handed, prepared to 
wrest from republican France the storied rock on 
which the tricolour had been so easily planted. 
Three months of bondage were sufficient to convince 
the Maltese, that they had exchanged an enfSsebled 
dspotism for a yoke of extreme rigour. A licentious 
iK)ldiery harassed the inhabitants, whose complaints 
procured no redress — the wives and children of those 
Maltese soldiers and mariners, who had been press- 
ed into the French service, were left without the 

tholic knightS) having the Pmssian eagle m the four angles, of 
white enamel, instead of the Jleur de Hs. The bailiff takes his 
oath of allegiance to the King of Prussia. He is the first pre- 
late in the electorate, and his reventie amounts to about 30,000 
c~*yn8 —Vide Boi^eUu. Hist. Malta. 
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subsiBtence guaranteed them--^bands of disorderly 
malecontents, many of them sailors out of employ* 
ment, wandered up and down, to the terror of all 
who had property to lose, or who loved tranquillity— «• 
&ith was violated with the public creditor--F-all pen- 
sions were provisionally suspended — and the chari- 
table benefactions to the indigent, which the knights 
had continued till the hour of their surrender, and 
which, in loaves alone, amounted to four hundred 
daily, were entirely withheld* Moreover, the regu- 
lations of the Monte de PietSy or public pawn- 
hrokery, were remodelled in a manner that acted op«- 
pressively on the people^— and copyholds, which had 
formerly been held for three generations, were de- 
clared extinct at the expiration of one hundred 
years, by which law many were brought to an im- 
mediate termination. So obnoxious was the latter re- 
gulation, that it had not been promulgated many days 
when the authorities found it prudent to modify it. 
Many muior acts of injustice and oppression, oon- 
tiibutcd to insj^ire the subjugated islanders with an 
invincible antipathy to the government of their con- 

auerors ; and, at length, the sacrilegious n^)acity of 
be French agents produced a sudden burst of po- 
pular venffeance. An attempt was made to despoil 
a church m the Cite Notable, in order that its de- 
corations might be sold for the public service ; where- 
upon the inliahitants, rendered furious by a proceed- 
ing so opposed to their religious prepossessions, congre- 
gated in a body to prevent the sale. The French coio- 
mandant Masson, succeeded in partially suppressing 
the tumult ; but he regarded it as so serious, that 
hb lost no time in despatching a messenger to Va- 
letta lur fresh troops. Before these could arrive, 
however, a second insorxection took place ; and the 
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Zebq^^r .soddMifar* Jcoie an tbt EbeBiJi detMbmft^ 
idiidk ■moimteaoiiiy to jixtjr imib^ jmd.fnMmond. 
iVftkiii^.intfa itooc»iiiM|BdeE» ^ Thitrw Ammfpd: 
fixr- A'gflBinl .nnralu In tmfmtf^iom havm^' mntf 
^Msimtfae idaod sm ia aini% tofetfaer with dit: 
nA^le popdbtioii oiQom. ... ..::^: 

- (G<Mniyirab«it.ia0iiollaDgi& 
jyi extent of tbe mBunBctloi^ . Two hnncbed^ 
niipmhe aent In i< infiiiifin ilin nMWuriud giiiiii^ 
wme dAmsbbank with Imb;: ead semal fmuk-pafr. 
tiaiiM of' distinotk^ mve diin^ ulule ettdbeyonniiB' 
to KW& Vriettft. The kdbebitiBts «f . the BonDoli^ 
the fiaitifiedsabiub whkh conBectedtfae Bomigmd' 
the Iile de le Sangley oM^t Ihe Jdectiott ; ancl a 
conflict^ not unattended mkh bloodditdy todc plMse 
within the walls. From that mcnnent, all oomma- 
nication ceased between the city and the interior ; 
and Valetta assumed the aspect of a place reduced 
to a state of blockade. 

Five days after this revolt became known, the 
Guillaume Telly French man-of-war, and two fii» 
gates, arrived from Egypt with intelligence, that a 
mighty naval battle had been fought with the. Bri- 
tish squadron imder Lord Nelson, in the B&y of 
Aboukir, and that the French fleet was destroyed. 
Thus forewarned, the French commander proceeded 
to replenish his stores, and prepare for the blodkade 
which he saw at once would follow an event whidi 
gave the EngUsh entire possession of the Mediter- 
ranean. An attempt was made to conciliate the in- 
surgents ; but the individuals employed to condlijite 
them never returned. The resolution of the MaU 
tese wa& taken ; and the promise of a general poidoB 
could not win them to svvex^e €coai it» 
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Matters were in this state, when the En^ish fleet 
furled sail in the offing ; and, in comhination with 
a Portuguese squklron, held a parley, in which 
it was demanded that the island should he instantly 
evacuated. The answer returned was one of de- 
fiance ; and a rigorous blockade was forthwith com- 
menced. Exasperated at being thus imprisoned, and 
depnved by the vigilance of the islanders of fi^sh pro- 
visions, the French made a fierce sally as &r as the 
casal Zabbar, with the- intention of laying it waste, 
but were repulsed, and forced to seek safety within 
the fortifications. It was at this time that the Mal- 
tese, looking back with regret to the government of 
the knights, despatched an invitation to Hompesch 
to return and resume the sovereignty. That feeble- 
minded man, however, declined placing himself in 
so perilous a situation ; and though several knights, 
less careful of their personal safety, re-embarked for 
Malta with the intention of heading the insurgents, 
their ardour cooled in the course of the voyage, as 
did the anxiety of the Maltese for their arrival, and 
the enterprise was abandoned. 

The Portuguese admiral, who was left to main- 
tain the blockade singly during the transient ab- 
sence of the English squadron, having threatened to 
bombard the city, many of the inhabitants were per- 
mitted to quit it at their own request — ^the garrison 
being glad to get rid of them, in order that the de- 
mands on the provision stores might be lessened. 
On the return of the English admiral, he a se- 
cond time summoned the place to surrender, with 
a pledge that the garrison should have a safii odn- 
voy to France ; but Vaubois again returned a la^ 
conic and positive defiance. From that day the dty 
was so closely invested, that in the course of thiee 
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months only thf^e small barks firom Sardinia^ and an 
advice boat firom Toulon, succeeded in entering the 
harbour. Early in December a third summons of 
surrender, accompanied by a threat of bombardment, 
was intimated; and again laconically, and firmly 
contemned. Hitherto, the city had been only par- 
tially cannonaded by a few guns ; but on the nig^ 
succeeding this renisal, several new batteries were 
unmasked, and some balls happening to &J1 within 
the works, the inhabitants believed that the menace of 
bombardment was about being put in execution. Fa- 
mine, moreover, began to stare them in the £ace ; and 
many who were previously loth to depart^ now gladly 
availed themselves of the commandant's permission 
to escape into the country from the horrors of a 
siege, and the insatiability of military rapacity, which, 
as the aspect of affairs waxed more and more des- 
perate, became cruelly ingenious in its operations. 
At the end of four months, the countenances of 
many " bore marks," says Ransijat * " of the cruel 
privations to which they were subjected ; " and even 
the most zealous partisans of the French, felt their 
sympathy excited by the general misery and despair. 
In these circumstances, the self-emancipated bands 
who held the interior of the island, planned an en- 
terprise of a rather extraordinary description, by 
which, knowing the garrison to be too weak to de- 
fend the city at all points, they hoped to carry it at 
midnight by a coup-de-main. A strong body of 
the citizens were involved in the plot, and prepared 
to rise in arms against their foreign tyrants, the mo- 
ment they heard the clangour of arms on the battle- 
ments. Favoured by the night, two hundred Mai- 

* Siege et Blocoa de Bialtht. 
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tese from the country crept into the <fitche« end 
along the seapflhore, cloee under' the city waUs ; 
but, while lying in ambush ready to plant the teal* 
ing ladders with which they were povided, two 
French officers, who had remained till a late hour in 
Valetta, in passing to Fort Manuel, in which they 
were quartered, discovered the skulkers, and instant* 
ly gave the alarm. Thirty-four conspirators were 
apprehended, and, among others, Gulielmo, a Corsi* 
can, renowned for his intrepidity, who had concerted 
the attack* This man and forty-three others were 
condemned and shot by the French authorities. They 
were all men of mean condition, not so much as one 
Maltese noble having sufficient hardihood to join in 
the plot, though the hatred they secretly nourii^ied 
agamst their oppressors was deep and implacaUe. 

In order to dieer the drooping spirits of the Mai* 
tfse, and convince them of the sincerity of his sym* 
pathy, the English Commodore took them under his 
immediate protection. Encouraged by his support, 
the besiegers planned an attack on the Cotoner; but 
it proved abortive. The blockade had now lasted 
"for six months, and the city exhibited scenes of 
frightful privation. The majority of the sufferers 
would gladly have quitted the town, and joined 
the besiegers ; but the latter, aware that their de* 
parture would be a relief to the garrison, harsh- 
ly drove them back wiUiin the gates. Disease, par* 
ti^^alarfy scurvy, added its ravages to t^e general 
suffering ; and soldiers and citizens were alike mown 
down br^ its fiital sweep. In the course of the 
frrst year of the blockade, only fifteen vessels with 
supplies were able to enter the port. Still, so great- 
ly was the population reduced, that, in September 
1799, the ¥m»A calculated that they had yet a suffi- 
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ciency of grain to last them for other twelve months. 
At this date, a pomid of fresh pork brought sis 
shillings ; salt meat two shillings and a penny ; fish, 
of the coarsest kind, two shillings and twopence ; a 
fowl fifty shillings ; an egg eightpence ; a pomid of 
sugar eighteen shillings and fourpence ; a rat one 
shilling and sevenpence. Even the flesh of mules 
and asses was greedily purchased. Happily, a scar- 
city of water was not added to their calamities. T}^ 
canals that conveyed that necessary element from the 
interior had indeed been cut away ; but the private 
tanks continued to furnish a' steady supply. 

Month after month passed heavily over. In 
August 1800, the citizens being totally beggared, 
and the treasury nearly empty, the garrison was put 
on half-pay. . Still, trying as was their situation, 
the buoyant spirit of the French soldiers never de- 
serted them. They made gardens in the fortifica^ 
tions, and raised fruit and vegetables to ameliorate 
their situation. Four months afterwards, their pay 
was entirely stopped, and their rations further les- 
sened ; yet still they performed their duty as became 
good troops, supported by hopes adroitly propagat- 
ed by their commander, that supplies would soon 
arrive ; and, by the glory which the voice of rumour 
from time to time assured them, the French armies 
were reaping on the Italian plains. The ancient 
chevaliers of Saint John themselves never, even in 
the days of their greatest renown, made a more ob- 
stinate defence. 

At length this gallant stubbornness began to de- 
cline. Intelligence arrived that a squadron of store- 
ships from Toulon had been captured by the Eng- 
lish ; and General Vaubois, disheartened at the 
news, called a council of war, to deliberate on what 
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should be done ; but its resolutions were of an un- 
important description. Deplorable as the condition 
of the city was, the General had hitherto found it 
advisable to retain in pay a company of comedians ; 
but now sheer beggary and &mine compelled him to 
dispense with their services. Several amateurs, how- 
ever, supplied their place ; and still the French sol- 
dier chattered and laughed at stage-jokes, though sur- 
rounded by death and desolation. The population, 
which had numbered forty thousand souls at the com- 
mencement of the blockade, had now dwindled down 
to little more than seven thousand ; and all fear of 
insurrection having evaporated, the people were, great- 
ly to their joy, allowed once more to make use of the 
church-bells, an indulgence which, for precautionaiy 
reasons, had been previously interdictea. At length 
General Vaubois acceded to a request of the Marquis 
de Nissa, the Portuguese Admiral, to be admitted to 
a private interview ; but as the Frenchman refused to 
listen to a word about surrendering, the negotiation 
failed, and the Marquis returned to his ship, follow- 
ed by shouts of " Long live the republic I ** " No 
capitulation I *' Nothing remained but to straiten 
the blockade, for the Maltese land forces were too 
few in number to attempt a regular assault. In his 
despair, the French commandant, with the advice of 
his council, resolved to despatch the GuUlaume TeU 
man-of-war, with all the sick and supernumeraries, 
to France. She stood out of the harbour in a moon- 
less night ; but the Maltese sentinels on the Coradin 
rock descried her as she was clearing the port of the 
gallies, and the batteries of the besiegers instantly 
opened a heavy fire. Thus warned, the English 
squadron kept a shaip look-out ; and, though the 
Frenchman succeeded in slipping out to sea, pursu* 
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ed him so kotly, that he was speedily overtaken, and 
captured, after a gallant resistance, in which he lost 
two hundred and seven men. The GuUlaume TeU 
was the last remnant of that proud fleet, which, two 
years before, had unvaried its sails so exultinglj fer 
the Egyptian coast ; and its capture completed the 
dismay of the garrison, who could no longer remam 
blind to the necesslky of eventv»l surrender. 

Famine now stacked openly in every quarter. 
Fresh pork broi]^t seven shMngs and twraenoe a 
pound — rats, especially those found in bakehouses, 
whidi were, of course, well fed, sold at an exorbi- 
tant price-— dogs and cats were so generally eaten, 
that the races soon became extinct — and horses, asses 
and mules, were simUarly exterminated. In shorty 
the stores were empty; and all that the resolute Yan- 
bois could do in his extremity, was to equip and 
despatch two French fixates still in por^ in the 
hope that they would reach France in ss^ty. They 
gained the sea ; and, for a brief space, he congra- 
tulated himself that the vigilance of the Endish 
had for once been lulled to sleep ; but, two days af- 
terwards, he was undeceived, by seeing one of them, 
with the French flag struck, riding in the midst of the 
English squadron. On the 8th of September 18W, a 
parley was held with the besiegers, when the terms of 
capitulation were arranged and ratified by Major-ge- 
neral Pigot and Commodore Martin, on behalf of 
the English. The main conditions were, tfiat the- 
garrison should depart with the honours of war, and 
that their property should be respected. On the af- 
ternoon of the following day, two English frigates 
and some small craft entered the port, while the 
English troops took possession of Forts Tign^ and 
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RicasoUy aod the Flonaiia.* Next monniig, thd^ 
wliole F4ng<iA squadron laa into the haibonr ; and, 
two days ai^erwardsy the gamscxi embarked, and aaiL* 
ed on its way to France. Thus, after an endurancQ 
of two years, terminated this obstinate and memor<* 
aUe blockade. 

Here the history of the Order, strictly ^aking^ 
may be said to terminate* At the peace of Amiens 

iid02X a special article respecting Malta was intro- 
ueed into the treaty between France and £ngland„ 
to whidb the other great powers of Europe were in* 
yited to accede, by n^ich it was stipulated, that as 
the Order, in its fidlen state, was incapable of main«> 
taining the independence of the island, the knights^ 
sovereignty should be re-established, with the under- 
standing, dbat their neutrality was to be guaranteed b^ 
the presence of a Neapolitan, or other auxiliary ^orce* 
It was further stipulated, that there should no longer 
be either a French or ap English language, but that a 
Maltese language should be instituted in their stead; 
and several additional clauses expressly secured other 
privileges to the aatives. But Edigland, doubt&l 
oi the duradon of the peace, aod greatly avene 
to resign a position which gave her the entire coan*^ 
mand of the Mediterranean, and formed an insu- 
peraUe barrier to Bonaparte's projected conquests. 
in ^Tpt and the East^. postponed ceding it from 
day to day, till, at length, the First Consul, diafibd 
into fury by that and cither circumstances, rushed in» 
to A new quarrel to settle the matt^. That Engiand 
was in every reject justified in pos^ning ^ fill- 
filment of the treaty, as &r as respected Maka, na 

* This huse cotuisted of the dOth, B5th, 48tli, and 89th. 
Bntsh ngttoetttif iuppoittd hjr det&cnnmjts of artfllcry snA 
dagiseen, and two IratteliiBS of Neafolttaa tafuitKr^^ 
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unprejudiced person, who consults the history of the 
period, will doubt. Bonaparte^had declared, that 
he would almost as soon agree to Britain possessing 
a suburb of his own capital ; and had it been eva- 
cuated, as it certainly would have been, had the hol- 
low bond of concord between the two nations en- 
dured only a few months longer, he would have lost 
no time in bringing it permanently within his grasp. 
Since that date, the island has continued to appertain 
to Britain; and as it has latterly been recognised 
by all the powers of Europe as a British dependency, 
there is no chance of it ever again reverting to the 
Order, or indeed passing into other hands. It is 
satis&ctory to know, that the change has been emi- 
nently beneficial to the natives ; and that they have 
ample reason to bless the fortune that placed them 
under the sway of the most enlightened and most 
paternal government in the world. 

As to tlie Order — shattered into fragments by its 
expulsion from Malta, and the dilapidation of its re- 
sources — its subsequent history is so obscure and 
unsatisfactory^ that, disconnected as it is with the 
politics of tlie times, it were idle to give the details, 
even though reference could be had to authenticat- 
ed documents. On the death of the Emperor Paul, 
his successor, Alexander, issued a proclamation 
(March 1801), in which he assumed the charac- 
ter of Protector of the Order, and ordained, that 
the Imperial Palace should continue its chief resi- 
dence, until such time as circumstances should per- 
mit the election of a Grandmaster according to the 
ancient forms and statutes, and that the Field-Mar- 
slial, Count SoltikofF, should in the interim act as 
lieutenant of the mastership. In the same year 
(JuJy}, tlie Council o^ XW Otdet met to deliberate 
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on the matter, when it was resolved, that, as the 
elements of a general chapter could not be assem- 
bled at Saint Petersl)urg, the different Grand Priors 
should be invited to convene their chapters, for the 
purpose of forming lists of such knights as were 
worthy of succeeding' to the sovereign dignity. 
These Hsts the Council proposed afterwards to sub- 
mit to the Pope, with an invitation for him to choose 
a Grandmaster out of them ; but under a protest, 
that this submission was not to be regarded as a 
precedent, injurious to the privileges of the Order 
in after times. Accordingly, (February 9, 1805), 
his Holiness, Pius the Seventh, nominated Tom- 
masi, an Italian knight. Grandmaster ; since which 
time, the mutations in the superiority have excited 
no general attention. In 1814, the French knights, 
taking heart at the humiliation of their arch-enemy 
Napoleon, assembled at Paris in a General Chapter, 
under the presidency of the Prince Camille de Rohan, 
Grand Prior of Acquitaine, for the election of a 
permanent capitulary commission. The government 
being declared concentrated in this commission, it 
was empowered to regulate all poHtical, civil, and 
financiaJ a£^rs, connected with the Order ; and un- 
der its direction, a formal but fruitless application 
was made to the Congress of Vienna, for a grant of 
some sovereign independency, in lieu of that of 
which the Order had been so wrongously despoiled. 
In 1823, when the Greek cause began to wear a 
prosperous aspect, the same Chapter, encouraged by 
the good-will which the Bourbon family was under- 
stood to entertain for the Order, entered into a treaty 
with the Greeks for the cession of Sapienza and Ca- 
bressa, two islets on the western shore of the Morea, 
as a preliminary step to the re-conquest of Rhodes ; 
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to &cilitate which arrangement, an endeavour was 
made to raise a loan of 640,000/. in England ; but the 
negotiations were conducted with a considerable de- 
gree of pompous ambiguity ; and the financial spe- 
culation completely failed. * The fonnalities of the 
Order are still maintained with some d^ee of splen- 
dour in the French capital, and it continues to enu- 
merate a number of distinguished members ; but the 
utter dilapidation of its revenues, and the total an- 
nihilation of its political influence, has reduced it to 
the situation of an obscure association ; and such, as 
far as human foresight goes, it is destined to remain. 
Thus, after oulUving the vicissitudes of seven 
centuries, was the venerable and sovereign Order 
of Saint John of Jerusalem shorn of its posses- 
sions and political distinction. The degeneracy of 
the knights themselves, during the latter days of 
their residence in Malta, fiimishes an ample apology 
for the small consideration which their claims of 
restitution have received since their expulsion from 
that island ; while the altered state of society clearly 
indicates, that the powers of Europe will never con- 
ceive it imperative either to restore their property, or 
reseat them in an independent jurisdiction. They had 
their epocli of reno\>Ti ; and though now useless, as 
tlie ancient armour in which they combated so long 
and so successfully the enemies of the Christian 
faith, it were ungenerous to deny, that many of their 
actions are worthy of a proud place in the annals of 
mankind. 

* Jourduin. 



APPENDIX, No. I. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF THX GRANDMASTERS OF THE ORDER 
OF SAINT JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 

Elected 

1. Rajnnond Du Puis 1118 

2. Auger de Balben 1160 

dk Aniaud de G>mp8 ..... 1163 

4w Gilbert D^AssaUt 1167 

5. Oastus 1169 

6. Joubert of Syria 1170 

7. Roger de Moulin 1177 

8. Gamier of Naplouae ..... 1187 

9. Ermengard Daps ' 1187 

la Godfrey de Duisson 1191 

11. Alphonso of Portugal .... 1202 

12. Godfrey le Rat 1202 

la Guerin de Montaigu .... 1208 

14. Bertrand de Texis 1230 

Id. Guarin de Montacute 1231 

16. Bertrand de Comps 1236 

17. Peter de Villebride 1241 

la William de Chateauneuf .... 1244 

19. Hugh de Revel 125G 

20. Nicholas de Lorgue 1278 

21. John de Villiers 1289 

22. Odo de Pins 1297 

2a William de Villaret 1300 
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Elected 


24. Fulk de Villaret . . . . 


1307 


25. Helion de Villeneuve . . . . . 


1319 


26. Deodato de Gozon . . . . . 


1346 


27. Peter de Comillan 


1353 


28. Roger de Pins 


1355 


29. Raymond Berenger . . . , . 


1365 


30. Robert de Julliac . . 


1374 


31. Juan Hernandes de Heredia 


1376 


32. PhDibert de Naillac 


1396 


33. Anthony Fluvian 


14^1 


34. John de Lastic . . . . . 


1437 


35. James de Milly .... 


1454 


36. Peter Raymond Zacosta 


1461 


37. John Baptista Ursini .... 


1464 


38. Peter D'Aubnsson .... 


1476 


39. Emeri D'Amboise .... 


1503 


40. Guy de Blanchefort . . , . . 


1512 


41. Fabricio Caretto . , . • . 


1513 


42. Villiers de L'Isle Adam . . . . 


1521 


43. Peter Dupont ..... 


1534 


44. Didier de Saint Jaille . . . , 


1535 


45. John D'Omedes .... 


1536 


46- Claude de la Sangle . . . . , 


1553 


47. John de la Valette 


1557 


48. Peter de Monte .... 


1568 


49. John de la Cassiere .... 


1572 


.50. Hugh de Verdale .... 


1582 


51. Martin Garzez ...... 


1595 


.5*2: Alof de Vignacourt .... 


1601 


53. IMendez de VasconceUos . . . . 


1622 


54. Anthony de Paule . . . . , 


1623 


55. Paul Lascaris . . . . . 


1636 


56. Martin de Redin . . • . . 


1657 
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Elected 

57. Annet de Clermont 1660 

b&. Raphael Cotoner 1660 

59 Nicholas Cotoner 1663 

60. Gregory Caraffii 1680 

61. Adrian de Vignacoart .... 1689 

62. Raymond Perellos 1694 

63. Mark Anthony Zondodari .... 1720 

64. Alanuel de Villena 1722 

65. Raymond Despuig 1736 

66. Emanuel Pinto de Fonseca . • . • 1741 

67. Francis Ximenes 1773 

68. Emanuel de Rohan 1775 

69. Ferdinand de Hompesch .... 1797 

70. The Emperor Paul of Russia . . . 1798 



APPENDIX, KO. i 




APPENDIX, No. U. 



I- Hugh dt! Payena . 

2. Soben of Burgundy 

3. Evtrord de Harri , 

4. B.^rooni Ak Treocllipe 

5. Bertraad de BliucliefiHt 

6. Philip of Naples . 

7. Odo de St Anund 

8. Arnold de Troye 

9. John TeiTicue 

10, Gerard Ridefort . 

11. Robert Ssblsus . 

15. CUbenGTulius . 

13. Philip de PlesjiB 

14. ffilli»m de CuooM 
lb. Peter de Montagu 

16. AmiBud de Petrsgro«a 

17. Herman PetTHgrorins 

18. William de Supefoit (Re, 
19.,Wiliinn de Sonnac 

20. Rtgiiuld Vicbieniu 

• Several of (lie oa 
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Elected 


. Thomu Benud .... 


1867 


i. WiUum de Beuijau . 


1274 


J. TbooWa Ciuudimu* 


1291 


. Jafque. J^ Mobi . . . 


1298 




1314 


. TLoraM TWUld Altiuidrinu. 


1324 


■ AtdoIJ ik Bmijuc 


1340 


. Jiibn de Clunsoonl 




1849 


J. Berlrand Du GucKlin . 




1367 






1381 


■ 'Bernird Artniaincus 




1392 






1419 


X loha de Croy 




1491 


i. Bernard Imbault (Regml) 




1478 


- I!i,l-.n 4.- Sfniinmiirl . 




1478 


. OJ«a(ld« d^ Salazar 




1497 


. 1>hilip Clubot 




1616 


. Cpjud Jo JalEiuo TavaiuiEiiui 




1544 


J. HnirydeMontmoreoji 




1S74 


. a.(irk.».1cVJui5 




1616 


. Juno Ruielliiu de GriDceio 


1661 


i. luaa Heniy de Durefori, Dm de Dura. 


16B1 


3. Plulip Duke or OA™ 


1705 


i. Louii dc Bourbon, Due de Maine . 


1724 


a. Louis Henry Bourbon— Condc 


1737 


a. Louia Fnui^oi'i Boiirb^m— Conli 


1741 


7. Looi» Henry Tiinol,^i>n, Due do Omi Bria 


>ac 1776 


B. aiiudeJlallis«Baa;ide'CliCTiI!<ii.(H.^ 


nt) 1792 


9. Benurd Riymond Pibr« FaU 


prat . 
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EWl«l 


1. Henry a Waipat 


1190 


2. Ottu B KcTpis 


1200 


3. Uermim Birt . . . 


1S06 


i. ElTfniin ilr Silte.l , 


1210 


i. Conrad Landgrave of Hewe 


12*1 


B. Poppo .... 


1253 


7. Hanno de Sanger Hausen 


laSA 


i. Herman .... 


1277 




1285 


). Conrad de Fertuangen 


1292 



■ Thu list a taken from Fuller's 0181017 <^ *^ ^"h ^"■ 

It eumes down only to the eipulaion of the Military Orders 
from Falealdne. 
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